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CHAP. L 

TH£ SKOLISH, AT THIS PERIOD, MAKE EXCITR' 
SIOKS INTO VARIOUS PARTS OI>' THE KING- 
DOM OF FRANCE. THE MELANCHOLY DEATH 

OF BVAN OF WALES. 

QIR John Arundel, who had remained at South- 
ampton with his two hundred men at arms and 
four hundred archers, received information from 
feme prifoners who had been taken in a norman 
reflel, that the duke of Lancafter had well fcoured 
the ports of Normandy, fo that none of the French 
dared to put to fea. He direftly ordered hi^ vef- 
fels and four large fhips to be got ready, laden 
with provilions, in which he embarked, and made 
fail for Cherbourg, where he was joyfully received. 
The caflle remained under the guard of the Eng^ 
lifli, on the departure of the Navarrois ; but fir 
Peter de Bafle^ the governor, did not leave it. 

I muft inform you, that Cherbourg is only to be 
conquered by famine ; for it is one of the ftrongeft 
caflles in the world: the garrifon made many 
profitable excurfions on thofe of Valognes. 

Vol. V, B Sir 



Sir John Arundel, after he had garrifoned Cher- 
bourg with Englifli, remained there but fifteen 
days to re-vi£tual it, and returned to Southamp- 
ton, of which he was governor. 

We will now fpeak of the (iege of St.. Malo. 
When the Englifh entered the harbour, they found 
therein a number of veffels from la Rochelle, laden 
with good wines ; the merchants were foon eafed' 
of theto, and their veffels burnt. The fiege of St. 
Malo was direftly commenced, for th^y were in 
fufEcient numbers to undertake it : they overran 
the country, and did much damage. Thofe who 
were mod adive in this bufinefs were fir Robert 
KnoUes, and fir Hugh Broc his nephew, who were 
well acquainted with thofe parts. 
. Thefe two made excurfions daily, and the canon 
de Robefart in company with them. Some days 
they loft, and at others gained : they, however, 
burnt and deftroyed all round St. Malo. 

The army of the duke of Lancafter had plenty 
of provifion, for they had brought with them large 
quantities from England. Many fevere affaults^ 
were made on St. Malo, and the attacks as ably re- 
fitted, for there were fever al men at arms within it 
not eafily to be conquered. 

The lords of the army caufed the carpenters to 
make fheds, under which they could with greater 
eafe carry on their attacks ; they had four hundred 
cannons pointed againft the different parts of the 
town, which very much haraffed its inhabitants. 

Among the various affaults, there was, one which 

was 





was pankulfttty fevere, for it lafted a whole day^ 
and many £ngliih were killed and wounded : thofe 
within made fo prudent a defence as not to lofe a 
man : a knight from England, called fir Peter 
TEfcume, was ilain, for whofe death the duke and 
the earl were forely vexed. 

We will now return for a while to the fiege of 
Mortain fur raer in Poitou, and to Evan of Wales. 

Evan of Wales had clofely blockaded Mortain 
in Poitou, of which place the fouldich dc TEftrade 
w^as governor, and had erefted four block-houfes : 
the fir ft was built on the edge of a rock before the 
caftle, on the Garonne, and Evan had pofted him- 
fdf within it : the fecond was built between the 
water and the lower caftle. oppofite to a poftem 
gate, from which none could "iffue without the cer* 
tainty of being taken : the third was on the oppo- 
fite fide of the caftle : the fourth was the church of 
St, Leger, near half a league from the fort. 

The inhabitants of Mortain were long forely ha- 
raffed by thefe means, for the blockade lafted up- 
wards of a year and a half, in which time they were 
hardly puflied for provifion and other neceffaries, 
having neither ftockings nor Ihoes to their feet ; 
but what was the moft grievous, they did pot fee 
any appearance of fuccour being fent to them. 

During the time of this fiege, there came out 
of England, and from the borders of Wales, a 
weUh fquire named John Lambe, who was fcarcely 
a gentleman ; and indeed he (hewed it, for no 
gentleman would ever have pradifed fuch bafe 

B 2 wickednefs. 
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tdckednefs. It was faid^ that on his departifrr 
from England, he had been infligated by fome 
englifli knights to perform the treafon he ^d ; for 
Evan of Wales was greatly hated in England and 
Gafconyi on account of the captal de Buch, whom 

I he had made prifoner before Soubife in Poitou, 

and whofe ranfom could never be obtained either 

I ' by the exchange of the count de St. Pol or by any 

other, nor for any fum of money that could be of- 
fered : this caufed his death, through melancholy, 
in the Temple at Paris, to the very great regret of 
all his friends. 

About this time, John Lambe arrived in Brit- 
tany, and continued his journey until he came to 
Poitou : he was honourably received every where, 
by calling himfelf one of Evan's friends and fpeak- 
ing very good French. He faid he was come from 
Wales to vifit Evan, and was too lightly believed* 
For thefe reafons, he was efcorted by the men of 
Poitou to Mortain, where the fiege was going for- 
ward. 

John Cambe advanced towards Evan^ when,. 
falling on his knees, he faid in his country lan- 
guage, that he had left Wales to fee and ferve him. 
Evan, not harbouring the leaft fufpicion, received 
him kindly, thanked him for coming, and accepted 
his offers of fervice : he then alked the news from 
Wales. He told him enough of true and falfe^ 
and made him believe that the whole principality 
was defirous of having him for their lord. This 
information gained fo much the love of Kvan (for 

every 
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every one naturally would wifh to return to his own 
country) that he immediately appointed him his 
chamberlain. John won daily on the a£fe&ion of 
Evan : there was no one in whom he had fo great 
a confidence. Evan's regard increafed fo fafl that 
evil befel him, for which it was great pity, for he 
was a valiant knight, a good man, and the fon of 
a prince of Wales whom king Edward had cauf- 
ed to be beheaded, but on what account I am ig- 
norant. 

The king of England had feized his lands in 
Wales ; and this Evan, in his infancy having come 
^o FrancCj explained his (ituation to king Philip, 
who willingly liflened to him, retained him near 
h]€ ptirfon, and as long as he lived he was one of 
the pages of his chamber with his nephews 
d*Alen9ons and feveral other young nobles. He 
was al(b retained by king John, under whom he 
bore arms, and was at the battle of Poitiers, but 
fortunately efcaped, otherwife death would foon 
have folio W€;d his captivity. 

On the peace between France and England, he 
went to Lombardy, where he continued to bear 
arms ; and, on the renewal of the war, he returned 
to France, and conduced himfelf fo well that he 
was much praifed and loved by the king of France, 
and by all the great lords. 

I will now tell his end, which I (hall do unwil- 
Ungly ; but it is neceffary to (hew to pofterity what 
became of him. 

Evan of Wales had a cuftom during the fiege 

of 
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of Mortain, as foon as he was rifen, if it were a fine 
morning, to feat himfelf before the caftle, when he 
had his hair combed and plaited for a confiderable 
length of time, during which he viewed the caftle 
and the furrounding country, for he had not the 
fmalleft dread from any quarter : it was not ufual 
for any one to attend him as a guard but this John 
Lambe. Very often it happened that he there 
completely dreOed himfelf ; and, if any one had 
bufinefs with him, they went there to feek him. 

On his laft vifit it was early morn and fine clear 
weather, and the heat of the night had prevented 
him from fleeping : he went thither all unbuttoned, 
with only his jacket and fhirt, and his cloak thrown 
over him, when he feated himfelf as ufual, attend- 
ed by John Lambe, All the others were aHeep, 
and no guard was kept, for he confidered the caf- 
tle of Mortain as conquered. After Evan had 
feated himfelf on the trunk of a tree, he faid to 
John Lambe, ' Go and feek my comb, for that 
will refrefh me a little.' He anfwered, * Willingly, 
my lord.* On his way to feek . for the comb, or 
when returning with it, the devil muft have enter- 
ed the body of this John ; for with the comb he 
brought a fhort fpanifh dagger that had a broad 
point, to accomplifh his evil intentions : he ftruck 
this dagger into Evan, whofe body was almoft 
naked, and pierced him through, fo that he fell 
down dead. 

After he had performed this deed, he left the 
daggey In the body, fet oflf, and went flowly to the 

barriers 
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barriers of the calUe, wherein he was received by 
the guards^ to whom he made himfelf known, and 
was conduced to the fouldich de TEftrade. ' My 
lord/ {aid he to the fouldich, ^ I have delivered 
you from one of the greateft enemies you ever had.' 
* From whom ?* replied the fouldich. * From Evan 
.of Wales,* anfwered John. * By what means ?' 
demanded the fouldich. ' By fuch means,' faid 
John> and then related to him the circumflances 
you have jufl heard. When the fouldich heard 
this, he fhook his head, and, eyeing him with anger, 
replied ; ^ Thou haft murdered him ; but know 
from me, that if we did not reap much advantage 
from thy wicked deed, I would have thy head cut 
off : what is done, however, cannot be undone ; 
but fuch a death is unworthy of a gentleman, and 
ire fliall have more blame than praife for it.' * 

Thus 



*' It would appear, however, from the following extra<ft from 
the Foedera, under the year 138 1, of payments made on account 
of the war in Aquitaine, that John Lambe was fent on purpofc 
to murder Evan : at leaft, he is recompeni«d for it : 
' Item, pai«; Ic xviii. jourde Septembre, a Johan 
Lambe & a fcs deux compagnions, en recom- 
penfacion & regarde, (i bien de les bons & 
agr^ables ferviccs qu' il a fait a monfjeur le 
prince, que Dieu alToile, & fera au roi q'ore 
eft, come de la mourt de You de Galles, . C francs/ 
After all the enquiries I have been able to make, I have not 
iucceeded in identifying Evan of Wales with any known cha- 
racter In the'old welfli books. In the works of David Nanmor, 
vhoflourifhed from about 1430 to 1470, there is a paftage, 

where 
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Thus was Evan of Wales killed by a wicked and 
treafonable aft, to the great grief of the army and 
all manner of people. King Charles of France 
particularly lamented his lofs, but he could not 
help it. 

Evan of Wales was buried in the church of St. 
Leger, which he had converted into a fort, half a 
league diflanc from the caflle of Mortain, and all 
the gentlemen of the army attended his obfequies, 
which were very grandly performed. 

The fiege of Mortain was not, however, difcon- 
tinned for this loft. ' There were very good knights 
from Brittany^ Poitou and France, who had re- 
folved never to quit it unlefs forced by fuperior 
numbers ; and they were more eager than before 
to conquer the caftle, by way of revenge for the 
death of Evan. They remained in the fame poft- 
tion, without making any aOaults, for they knew 
the garrifon were exceedingly flraightened for pro- 
vilion, and that none could enter the place. 

We will leave this fiege for a ihort time, and re^. 



where the poet> iq looking for more happy times than his own 
in futurity^ among othejr predldlions announces the coming of 
levan Dyyi, or Evan of Dovy. JVJow this Evan of Dovy muft 
have been fome perfon of celebrity, at fome period prior to the 
time of the writer before mentioned, whofe fame is totally ob- 
fcured, probably owii\g to the danger of efpou^fing the caufe of 
that perfon age, from his being hoitile to the exifting govern* 
ment, This feems to be the only reafon f©r the ambiguity of 
the poet, and it feems alfo fatisfa^torily to account for the li- 
J^ncjB pf *ll the welfli^ writers refpeftin^ Evan of Wales^ 
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turn to that of St. Malo ; but we will firft mention 
how thofe who had befieged Evreux perfevered 
in it. 



CHAP. U. 

TH£ INHABITANTS OF EVREUX SURRENDER TO 

THE FRENCH. THE TWO ARMIES ASSEMBLE 

BEFORE ST. MALO. 

nPHE liege of Evreux being formed by the lords 
de Coucy and de la Riviere, they had frequent 
communication with the king of France, who had 
fixed his refidence at Rouen to be as near his army 
as poilible. He was defirous they fhould gain Ev* 
reux, either by florm or capitulation, as foon as 
might be, for he knew the Englifh were in great 
force in Brittany : he ordered, therefore, all his 
troops to advance thither to raife the fiege of St. 
Malo, and to combat the Englifli. 

Thefe two lords acquitted themfelves loyally and 
valiantly, for every day there were affaults as well 
as negotiations going forward. They fent to re- 
monftrate with the inhabitants on their folly in 
thus having war made upon them with the riik of 
lofing their fortunes and having their houfes razed 
to the ground ; for they had their lawful lord with 
them, the lord Charles de Navarre, to whom, by 
right of fucceilion from his mother, the county of 
Evreux had devolved. They advifed them, there* 

fore. 
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fore, not to attend to the erroneous opinions of 
that madman Ferrando of Navarre, who was there 
only to ruin them ; for they muft well know that 
the goodnefs of their caufe would never allow them 
to march from thence without having conquered 
it ; and, fliould it be taken by ftorm, every one 
would be put to thefword, and the town re-peopled 
with new inhabitants. Such were the offers, 
fpeeches and menaces to the townfmen of Evreux ; 
but thefe did not prevent daily affaults from being 
made. 

The inhabitants at laft began to waver, on feeing 
that no fuccour was likely to be fent them ; and 
they faid to each other, * We fee that the king of 
France does not claim the territory foB himfelf, 
but for his nephew.' They therefore entered into 
a treaty with the lord de Coucy. When Ferrando 
perceived this, he fhut himfelf up in the caftle, and 
would hot be prefent at any of the meetings. In 
ihort, they furrendered on^ their lives and fortunes 
being fpared, whether they were in town or coun- 
try, and acknowledged the lord Charles for their 
lord. They then befieged Ferrando in the caftle, 
who negotiated with the lords of France, and of- 
fered to furrender the caftle if they would permit 
him and his men freely to depart. His offer was 
accepted. Shortly after, they packed up their bag- 
gage, and marched out of Evreux, under the con- 
dud of the lords de Coucy, de la Riviere, and fir 
John le Mercier, taking the road to Cherbourg. 

After the conqueft of Evreux, all the leaders of 

the 
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the French atmy went to Rouen, where the king 
refidedy in order to confider what was next for 
them to do ; for they had heard that the Englifh 
were befieging St. Malo. The king of France re- 
ceived them very gradoufly ; in particular, the 
lords de Coucy and de la Riviere ; for having fo 
well fucceeded in their exploits. All the men at 
arms remained in Normandy : not one of their 
captains were difmifled, but were regularly paid 
their allowances. 

The king of France, during his refidence at 
Rouen, had heard of the Englifh having laid fiege 
to St. Malo with a powerful army, and that the 
inhabitants were hard prefled by their daily aflaults. 
He was unwilling to lofe his fubje£ts, as well as the 
town ; for if St. Malo were taken, Brittany would 
be very much weakened in that part. The king 
had therefore, to this purpofe, iflued a f{>ecial 
fummons for aflembling troops, in order to aifiit 
them againft the Englifh, which no one dared to 
difobey. The dukes of Berry and Burgundy^ the 
count d'Alen9on, the count de la Marche, the 
dauphin d'Auvergne, the count de Guines, fir John 
de Boulogne, and great numbers of barons, and 
knights of all forts, inarched thither with numer- 
ous forces. The king fent orders to his confta- 
ble, fir Bertrand du Guefclin, to fee that none ab- 
fented themfelves from this aflembly. 

The conflable obeyed, and came with all the 
men at arms of Anjou, Poitou and Touraine. The 

marihal 
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marfhal de Blainvilie and the marfhal de Sancerre^ 
the two marftials of France, were alfo there. 

From other parts came fir Olivier de Cliffon, the 
lord de Leon, with the knights and barons of Brit- 
tany : there were ten thoufand men at arms at 
leaft, and in the plains one hundred thoufand 
horfes*. 

Thefe men at arms took -up their quarters as 
near to each other as they could ; but there were 
between them and the Englifh an arm of the 
fea and a river. When the fca ebbed, fome 
young knights ufuatly adventured on the fands, 
and performed feveral gallant deeds. Never 
was there feen fo numerous an affembly of 
knighthood in Brittany. If the Fr^ench were in 
great force, the Englifli were very powerful, and 
each party thought there muft be a combat, for 
every day there was an appearance of it from the 
banners and pennons fluttering in the wind. 
The Englifh frequently drew out their army in 
battle-array, to examine the force of the French 
and the flrength of the banners and pennons, 
which were there in very great abundance. It 
was a great pteafure to fee them thus drawn out 
in line of battle, and advance towards the river, 
to fhew that they were ready to engage. The 
Englifh faid, ^ Let us look at our enemies, who 
will foon, at low water^ crofs over and fight with 

■II K I . < ■■ , I, I. , ■ 

* Denys Sauvage doubts if this number of hories be not too 
great. 
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us/ But they had no fuch inclination, and were 
afraid of trying the chance ; for their leaders would 
hot allow them to advance to the combat. 

During thefe frequent difplays on each fide, the 
earl of Cambridge, being fatigued with their in- 
utility, declared with an oath, that if he faw them 
continued without any further advance made to- 
wards a battle, he would engage the French him- 
felf, whatever might be the confequence. 

The van-guard, compofed of numbers of able 
men under the command of the conftable, who 
well knew the hot and impatient temper of the 
EngliQi, were ordered to draw up their battalions 
on foot, on the fands as near to the river as poifi- 
ble. The earl of Cambridge, who faw this ma- 
noeuvre, cried out, * Let them who love me follow 
me, for I am going to engage !' He then dafhed 
into the river, which was low, but the tide was re- 
turning, and he began tor crofs it with his banner : 
the Engliih commenced fliooting at the French, 
when the conftable ordered his men to retreat to 
the fields, in hopes the Engliih would have crofled ; 
for very willingly would he have feen them do fo, 
and have had them on the other (i^e of the water. 

The duke of Lancafter was prepared, with a 
very ftfong battalion, to follow his brother, ihould 
there have been occafion. He faid to Gerard de 
Brees, a fquire from Hainault who was near him ; 
' Gerard, fee how my brother ventures : he fhews 
the French by his example his willingnefs for the 
combat, but they have no fuch inclination/ 

Thug 
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Thus was this bufinefs carried on, without any 
deeds of arms being performed worth mentiomxig^; 
the French keeping on one fide the water, the 
Englifli on the other. The flood beginning to in- 
creafe, the Englifh retreated out of the river, and 
returned to their quarters: the French foUpwed 
their example, 

Whilft thefe appearances of a battle were carried 
on, the fiege of St. Malo was continued, and'feveral 
feats of arms were done. The French guarded 
the banks fo well, that the FngUfh were afraid ta 
crofs the water. 

It frequently happened that feveral knights or 
fquires of Brittany, well acquainted with the coun- 
try, forded the river, and in their excurfions met 
the englifli foragers, with whom they engaged } 
and fuccefs, as is ufual in fuch cafes, was fome- 
times on one fide, fometimes on the other. 
: The lords of England refolved to employ a 
mine, to gain entrance into St. Malo ; for other- 
wife they thought they could not win it, as it was 
well provided with men at arms, who carefully de- 
fended it, as well as with all forts of fliores and ar- 
tillery. The Englifli were obliged to be conti- 
nually armed, and to keep in a body ready for bat- 
tle, fliould the French advance ; and for . this re^ir 
fon, they had not leifure to aflault the town, ex-^ 
cept by their cannon, of which they had plenty^ 
that greatly annoyed it. Having fi^ed on a fpot, 
they fet their miners to work. 

We will now leave for a while the fiege of. St. 
Malo, and return to that of Mortain in Poitou. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. in. 

J 

THE ENGLISH RAISE THE SIEGE OF MORTAIN, 

Y^U have before heard related the death of 
Evan of Wales, how he was murdered, and 
how the Bretons and Poitevins were before Mor- 
tain, under the command of fir James de Mont* 
mort^ fir Perceval d'Ayneval, fir William de 
Montcontour and fir James de Surgeres, who 
would not break up the fiege, for they were much 
enraged at the death of Evan of Wales their com- 
mander, and wifhed to revenge themfelves on the 
garrifon for it. 

You have alfo heard how fir Thomas Trivet, fir 
William Scrope, fir Thomas Breton, fir William 
Cendrine, with a large body of men at arms and 
archers, had been ordered to the country near 
Bourd^ux, and to afiift thofe in Mortain, with fir 
Matthew Gournay, who refided in Bayonne, and 
who daily found employment there againft the 
Gafcons and barons pofTefling fortrefTes in thofe 
parts. 

Thefefour knights had remained with their men 
upwards of feven months at Plymouth, waiting a 
favourable wind to carry them to Gafcony, which 
though it vexed them much, they could not help 
themfelves. 

You have heard likewife, that the lord Neville 
q£ Raby had been ordered with a body of men at 

arms 
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arms and ftrchcrs to the affiftance of the king of 
Navarre, with the appointment of fenefchal of 
Bourdeaux. All thefe knights met at Plymouth, 
which was very agreeable to every one of them* 
On the arrival of lord Neville, they had a wind to 
their wifti, and, having embarked on board the 
veffels that had been long laden, they fet their fails, 
and fleered for Gafcony. This fleet confifted of 
fix fcore veffels and forty barges, having on board 
about a thoufand men at arms and two thoufatid 
archers. They had favourable weather, which 
carried them into the port of Bourdeaux, the night 
of Our Lady, in September, in the year of grace 
1378. 

When the Bretons and Poitevins who were be- 
fore Mortain faw this great fleet pafs by, with 
trumpets founding and every fign of joy, they were 
much caft down ; while, on the contrary, the gar- 
rifon were rejoiced, for they juftly imagined they 
fliould very foon be relieved, or that there would 
be a battle, as they thought they never would have 
come fo far to remain idle. 

Sir James de Montmort and the other leaders 
of the army aflembled in council, and debated for 
foipe titne in what manner they fliould aft : they 
repented they had neglefted to accept the offers of 
negotiating ; for the fouldich de PEftrade had, a 
fliort time before, propofed a parley, and offered 
to furrender the caflle, on the garrifon being al- 
lowed to march in fafety to Bourdeaux ; but the 
French would not liften to it. However, they now 
fcnt a herald to fay, they would accept of thdr 

terms: 
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terms : but the fouldich replied, he would have 
nothing to fay to them ; that he did not. want to 
capitulate, for that the reinforcements he looked 
for were arrived ; and that they might remain or 
march away as Ihould pleafe themfelves. 

Things remained thus, when the lord Neville 
and the Englifli arrived at Bourdeaux, where they 
were magnificently received by fir William Helmen 
fenefchal des Landes, fir John de Multon mayor 
of Bourdeaux, the archbifhop, the ladies and 
citizens. 

Soon after his arrival, he iflued a fummons to the 
knights and fquires of Gafcony attached to Eng- 
land, and collefted fo many veflels that four thou- 
fand embarked on board of them, and failed down 
the river Garonne, to raife the fiege of Mortain, 
News was foon carried to the French army, that 
the Englifh and Gafcons were coming down the 
river in great force to raife the fiege : upon this, 
the leaders called another council, wherein it was 
refolved, that as they were not fufficiently ftrong 
to wait for their enemies, it was better to give up 
their loft time than to run a greater danger ; hav- 
ing ordered their trumpets to found, they marched 
away without doing any thing more, and retreated 
into Poitou, All, however, did not march oflF, for 
a company of Bretons and Welfh, who had been 
attached to Evan of Wales, retired into the block- 
houfe of St, Leger, which they faid would hold out 
againft every force, and dragged all their artillery 
in with them. 

The englifh and gafcon knights, who came full 
Vol. V. C fail 
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fail down the river Garonne, caft anchor in it^ 
mouth before Mortain ; when they difembarked 
leifurely, and as they landed drew up in order of 
battle to attack tlie fort of St. Leger, into which 
the Bretons and Welfh had retired. 

Immediately a fharp attack commenced. Whilft 
this affault was going on, the lord Neville fent a 
herald to the caftle to fpeak with the fouldich, and 
to enquire how he was. The herald performed his 
meffage, and reported that they were in good health, 
but fo naked they had not a fhoe to their feet 
nor a coat to their backs. 

The attack on St. Leger lafted three hours; and 
the affailants gained nothing, bi;t had feveral 
wounded. The barons then encamped, with the 
intent of not departing thence before they had con- 
quered it, and were much vexed that the lord dc 
Montmort and the other lords were not fhut up in 
this fort : thofe lords had very wifely marched off, 
and had left the Bretons. 



CHAP. IV. 

•THE ENGLISH RECOVER SEVERAL STRONG CAS- 
TLES FROM THE FRENCH IN THE fiOURDE- 
LOIS. 

^HE lord Neville and the englifli knights, on 

the morrow, gave orders for the affault being 

renewed : the trumpets founded for the attack, and 

each 
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«ch company advanced to the fort St. Leger, when 
It began marvelloufly fierce. 

That fort is fituated on a rock which cannot 
ealily be approached, and the weakeft fide is de- 
fended by wide ditches. The afTailants laboured 
hard, but got nothing except many killed and 
wounded. The attack ceafed ; when they thought 
it mod advifable to fill up the ditches as well as 
they could, that they might gain more advantage in 
their next afTault. 

Having filled up the ditches with much difficulty^ 
the Bretons who were within the fort began to be 
more alarmed than before, and not without reafon ; 
fo they entered into a treaty. The lords from 
England, being as anxious to affift the king of 
Navarre as to recover feveral places which the Bre- 
tons held in the Bourdelois, readily liftened to 
their propofals. The fort of St. Leger was furren- 
dered, on condition that the garrifon fhould depart 
without danger to themfelves or fortunes, and be 
condufted whither they chofe to go. Thus was 
the fort of St. Leger won by the Englifh ; when 
the principal lords went into ]\Iortain, and found 
there the fouldich de TEftradc and his party in 
the manner the herald had defcribed them. 

He was immediately accommodated fuitably to 
his rank, and the caftle re-vidualled and reinforced 
with frefh troops. They then returned by the 
river Garonne . to Bourdeaux the fame way they 
had come. 

When thefe knights were recruiting themfelves 
in Bourdeaux, they learnt that a baron held a fort, 
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called St. Maubert, fix leagues diftant, in Medoc, 
from whence he much haraffed the country. They 
embarked on the Garonne great provifion of ftores 
and artillery, and, having mounted their horfes, 
marched by land to St. Maubert, with about three 
hundred fpears. The Gafcons who accompanied 
lord Neville in this expedition were, fir Archibald 
de Greilly, the lords de Roufly, de Duras and de 
Tournon. On the arrival of thefe barons with 
their forces before St, Maubert, they encamped,and 
foon after began an affault, which at the onfet was 
very^ fevere ; for the Bretons who were in St. 
Maubert were men of courage, and had* for their 
captain a perfon called Huguelin, round whom they 
rallied, and by whofe advice they aded with vigour. 

Thefe firft attacks did no harm to the Bretons : 
when the Englilh retired to their quarters, and on 
the morrow eredled tlieir engmes to caft ftones, in 
order to break through the roof of the tower in 
which they refided. 

On the third day they ordered an affault, and 
faid fuch a ruffianly crew could not hold out much 
longer. This attack was fharp, and many were 
flain ; for never did men defend themfelves better 
than thefe Bretons : however, feeing that no afTift- 
ance was likely to come to them, they entered into 
a treaty ; for they found they would never be left 
in quiet until they were conquered. 

Treaties were concluded between them and th« 
lords of the army, that they fhould furrender St# 
Maubert, and march out without any damage to 
themfelves or fortunes, and fhould retire into 

Poitou, 
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Poitou, or wherever they chofe, and be condufted 
thither. 

When lord Neville had gained St. Maubcrt, he 
had it repaired, re-vidualled, and provided with 
artillery : he placed therein Gafcons to guard it, 
and appointed a fquire from Gafcony, called Peter 
de Prefias, governor, and then returned to Bour- 
deaux. 

The Englilh at Bourdeaux received daily inform- 
ation that Pampeluna in Navarre was befieged, 
under the condufl: of the infant of Caftille ; but 
they neither heard fr©m the king of Navarre nor 
that king from them, which very much difpleafed 
him. 

We will now return to the affairs of Brittany 
and Normandy, and tell how the fiege of St. Mal^ 
continued. 



CHAP. V. 

►THE MINE WHICH THE ENGLISH HAD MADE AT 
ST. MALO fails: IN CONSEQUENCE, THE SIEGE 
IS RAISED. 

T^IIERE were many grand attacks made by the 
Englifli on St, Malo, during the fiege; for 
they had full four hundred cannon, which fired 
day and night againfl: the town and caAle. 

The governor, whofe name was Morfonace, a 
valiant man at arms, was refolved to defend it well, 
aided by the councils of fir Herve de Malatrait, the 

lord 
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lord de Combor and the vifcount de la Belliere, 
and had fo far fucceeded that there was not as yet 
any apparent damage. 

In the adjacent country, as I have^ before faid, 
was the flower of France, as well great lords a& 
others ; they amounted to fixteen thoufand men at 
arms, knights and fquires, with* upwards of one 
hundred thoufand horfe^. They were as willing 
for the combat as the Englilh could be; but each 
of them fought to have an advantage : what, how- 
ever, prevented this from happening feveral times 
was the large river, when the tide was in, between 
the two armies, which hindered them from attack- 
ing each other. 

The mine was advancing, of which the inha- 
bitants of St, Malo had fome fufpicions. Jn fuch 
large armies as thefe, it was not poflSble but that 
the foragers of each fhould frequently have ren- 
counters, in which fortune favoured fometimes one 
party, and fometimes the other ; for there were 
very expert and youthful knights of each army who 
fought for fuch exploits. 

The miners of the duke of Lancafter laboured 
hard at their work day and night, to carry it under 
the town and throw down part of the walls, fo that 
the men at arms and archers might eafily gain an 
entrance. 

Morfonace and the knights in the town guefled 
what they were about, and knew well that if they 
Ihould fucceed they were ruined. They did not 
fear their other aflfaults, for the town was well pro- 
vided with all forts of ftorcs and artillery for two 

years, 
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years, if ncceffary : \«^herefore they confidered how 
they might beft counteraft this mine. After having 
long confuked, they fuccecded in their attempt : 
it was in fome fort accidental, for things fell out 
with extraordinary good fortune for them. 

Richard earl of Arundel was on guard one night 
with his people, but he was very inattentive to obey 
the orders he had received, of which the garrifon 
were informed by their fpies or otherwife. When 
they had fixed on an hour in which they imagined 
the army (trufting to lord Arundel's want of vigi- 
lance) would be faft afleep, they fallied from the 
town very fecretly, and advanced to where the 
miners were at work, who had little more to do to 
complete their mine. 

Morfonace and his company, being prepared to 
accomplifh their cnterprize, deftroyed the mine at 
their eafe ; and fome of the workmen who were 
within were never fecn afterwards, as the mine fell 
upon them. 

When they had finiflied this bufinefs, they faid 
tiey would awaken the guard next the town, in 
order that they might know with what fuccefs their 
gallantry had been crowned. They advanced to 
one of the wings of the army, fhouting their war- 
cry, cutting down tents, and flaying all they met, 
fo that the whole army was ferioufly alarmed. Mor- 
fonace and his companions retreated into St. Malo 
without any lofs ; during which time the Englifli 
armed themfelves, and advanced in front of the 
duke's divifion, who was much aftoniflied at this 
evfent : he demanded how it coald have happened, 

when 
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when they informed him, that by the negligence 
of the guard, the mine had been deftroyed, and 
they had fuffered a great lofs. 

Upon this, the earl of Arundel was fent for ajid 
fliarply reprimanded by the duke of Lancafter and 
earl of Cambridge for his negled : he excuf^d 
himfelf as well as he was able, but was fo greatly 
afhamed that he had rather have loft fpveral thou- 
fand pounds. 

After the deftrufUon of the mine, the principal 
chiefs held a council to determine how they fliould 
aft. They faw they had loft the feafon of the year, 
which was not to be regained ; for fliould they at-^ 
tempt another mine, winter would come before it 
could be finiflied : they therefore refolved, taking 
all things into confideration, that their wifeft plan 
would be to break up their camp and return to 
England, 

Orders were^ in confeqjuence, ifliied by the duke 
and the marftials for the army to decamp, and em- 
bark on board their fleet in the port of St, Malo. 
This order was foon obeyed ; and, having a fa- 
vourable wind, they made fail for Southampton, 
where they arrived. On difembarking, they learnt 
that fir John Arundel, the governor of Southamp- 
ton, was gone to reinforce the garrifon of Cher- 
bourg. 

Thus was this army difperfed, when fome re- 
crofled the feas, and others returned to their own 
country. The common people in England began 
to murmur againft the nobles, faying they had that 
year done little good in fufFering St, Malo to efcape 
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from them: in particular^ the earl of Arundel 
found no favour with them* 

We will now leave the Englifh, to fpeak of the 
French and of Cherbourg, 



CHAP. VI. 

SIR OLIVER DU GUESCLIN IS MADE PRISONER 
BY THE GARRISONT OF CHERBOURG, 

COON after the Englifli had retreated from St. 
Malo, and the French had reinforced the town 
and caftle, the conftable of Prance refolved to 
inarch and lay fiege to Cherbourg ; of which place 
fir John Harleftone was governor, who had with 
him many knights from England and Navarre, 

The whole army, however, did not inarch ihu 
ther ; for the dukes of Berry, of Burgundy, of 
Bourbon, the count de la Marche, the dauphin of 
Auvergne, with other chiefs and great lords, fent 
back their troops to their different countries. Se- 
veral went to pay their refpeds to the king at Rouen, 
who very gracioufly received them. The Bretons, 
and Normans advanced to Valognes, three leagues 
frorfi Cherbourg, where they erefted fmall forts. 
They knew well that fir John Arundel had rein- 
forced the garrifon, and they fuppofed he was ftill 
there. 

Between Cherbourg and Valognes are large fb- 
refts, even as far as Coutances. The garrifon of 
Cherbourg could lally forth, and make excurfions. 
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over the countiy as often as they pleafe^, for there 
were in thefe forefts well hedged roads, which pre- 
vented them from being attacked, and Cherbourg 
is one of the ftrongeft caftles. 

The garrifon of Valognes were exceedingly 
vexed that they c<>uld not hurt the Englifli, by ha- 
raffing the country. Sir Oliver du Guefclin, bro- 
ther to the conftable, imagined that if he could, by 
means of the foreft, approach in a cunning way 
near to Cherbourg, to reconnoitre it ; particularly 
if he could any how befiege it ; or if at leaft he 
could feize the town, which lies at fome little dif- 
tance from the caftle, he would fo ftrongly fortify 
it that the garrifon could not quit or enter the 
caftle without great \ok. 

Sir Oliver determined to try this project ; and 
taking with him about fifteen lances, and guides 
who were acquainted with the roads through the 
foreft, he fet out one morning from Valognes, con- 
tinuing his march until he had pafled through, the 
foreft oppofite to Cherbourg. That fame day fir 
John Arundel had vifited the town to amufe him- 
felf, and had brought with him a fquhre of Navarre, 
called John Coq, to ft^ew him the town. He was 
there informed that the French were at hand re- 
connoitring the place. ' My lord/ faid John Coq, 
^ I have heard that fir Oliver du Guefclin, the con- 
ftable's brother, has pafled the wood, nnd is exa- 
mining our caftle : for God's fake, let him be pur- 
fued. I think I can conduft you in fuch manner 
that he muft fall into our hands, fo that we may 
conquer them all.* ' By my faithj* replied fir Joha, 
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* I am very willing fo to do.' Having armed thcm- 
felves fecretly, they mounted their horfes, in num- 
ber about one hundred lances, picked men, and fet 
out from Cherbourjj, entered the foreft without the 
French knowing any thing of the matter, and 
rode on* 

Sir Oliver, finding the place of fuch ftrength as 
to make it impoflible to beficge it, took the fame 
road to Valognes by which he had come. He had 
not marched three leagues before fir John Arundel 
and John Coq, with their companions, who had 
been very exaftly condufted, charged them, fliout- 
ing * Our I^ady for Arundel !' When fir Oliver 
Iheard this cry, and faw them advancing, he wiflied 
himfelf in Valognes : he therefore mounted a fleet 
courfer, in hopes of faving himfelf; for he found 
the parties were too unequal for a combat ; and 
his people difperfed themfelves in the foreft. Too 
few kept together. John Coq, like to a valiant 
man at arms, purfued fir Oliver fo clofcly that at laft 
he made him his prifoner : there were alfo ten or a 
dozen more taken ; the remainder faved them- 
felves among the trees, and returned to Valognes 
as well as they could, and related to fir William des 
Bordcs how they had fallen into an ambufcade, 
and that fir Oliver, with the remainder of their 
companions, had been made prifoners. 

The knights and fquires at Valognes were greatly 
hurt at this, but help it they could not. Sir Oliver 
du Guefclin was conduced by the garrifon to the 
caftle of Cherbourg, where he was told his ranfom 
^ould be at leaft ten thoufand francs. This cap- 

ture 
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tore was great news for England ; and the bufincfs 
continued thus for a confiderable time. Sir Oliver 
du Guefclin remained prifoner in Cherbourg, un- 
der the guard of John Coq who had taken him ; 
but fir John Arundel had all the profit : he ran- 
fomed fir Oliver and thofe who had been captured 
with him, but not immediately. 

When the garrifon of Cherbourg had been rein- 
forced, fir John Arundel returned to Southampton,, 
of which place he was governor. There remained 
with fir John Harleftone in Cherbourg fome eng- 
lifli knights ; fuch as fir John Copeland, fir John 
Briole, fir Thomas Pigourde, and feveral knights 
and fquires ; who fo carefully guarded it thaf no 
damage was done. 

We will now leave for a while Cherbourg, and 
fpeak of lord Neville, the fen^fchal of Bourdeaux, 
fir Thomas Trivet, with others their companion^, 
and fhew how they profpered. 



CHAP. VII. 

THE FRENCH GARRI60N OF BERSAT* IS DE- 
F£ATED.~THE TOWN SURRENDERS TO THE 

FNGLISH. THE KINO OF NAVARRE COMES 

TO BOURDEAUX, TO SOLICIT AID ^ROM THE 
ENGLISH. 

'"rHE lord Neville, who refided at Bourdeaux,, 
had had good information that the infanta of 

* Berfat,— a finall town of Limouiin, diocefe of Limoges. 

Caftillcj 
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Caftille, with a large army of Spaniards, was be* 
fieging the good city of Pampehma, and that tht 
vifcount de Chaftillon, the lord de TEfcut, Rai* 
raond de Ramercn, with feveral others, were (hut 
up in it ; but he had no intelligence of the king 
of Navarre, nor where he kept himfelf, which very 
much aftonifhed him : he fuppofed, however, that 
he fliould foon hear from him. 

The inhabitants of Bourdeaux and the adjacent 

countries entreated him not to quit thofe parts, nor 

to fend away any of his men at arms, fo long as 

the Bretons (hould hold any forts near them : they 

informed him particularly how the garrifon of 

Berfat very much harafled the country of the Bour- 

delois. To the enquiries of the lord Neville, how 

many Bretons there might be in Berfat ; they an- 

fwered, there were full five hundred fighting men. 

Upon this, he called to him the fencfchal des 

Landes and fir William Scrope, and faid to them; 

* Take two or three hundred lances, with as many 

archers, and march to Berfat, and manage fo as 

to free the country from that garrifon ; when wc 

will afterwards turn our thoughts to things of 

greater importance/ 

Thefe two knights wiflied nothing more than 
to obey the orders they had received ; and, col- 
leding their men, they crofled the Garonne, and 
marched towards Berfat. The fame day the Eng- 
lifh had left Bourdeaux, the garrifon of Berfat had 
made an excurfion, with about fix fcore lances : 
they had afcended the river Garonne in ho[)es of 
meeting fome boats, and were under the command 

of 
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of a knight from Perigord, called fir Bertrand Raf* 
mond, a good man at arms. 

About a fliort league from Berfat, the two parties 
of Englifh and French came fuddenly in fight of 
each other. When fir Berirand faw that a combat 
was unavoidable^ he was no way alarmed, but gave 
proper orders to his men, who were almoft all 
Gafcons, and drew them up in handfome array. 

The Englifli charged them with couched lances, 
fpurring their horfes until they were in the midft 
of them. On the firft fliock, many were unhorfed 
on each fide, and feveral gallant deeds done. At 
laft, however, the french Gafcons could not main* 
tain the fight 3 for there were too many againft 
them, who were like wife chofen men. The party 
from the garrifon of Berfat were either flain or 
made prifoners ; very few efcaped. Sir Bertrand 
Raimond and fir William Hemon were among thofe 
taken. The Englifh then rode on towards Berlat. 
When the garrifon found that their party had ±>een 
defeated, they were thunderftruck, and furrendered 
the place upon their 'lives being fpared. Thus did 
Berfat become Engli/h ; and the detachment re- 
turned to Bourdeaux. 

At the fame time the Enghfli returned to Bour- 
deaux (the night of All-faints, in the year 1378), 
the king of Navarre' came alfo thither, without 
being expefted. The Englifli received him moft 
honourably ; and, after they had lodged him and 
his attendants commodioufly, they aflced what news 
from his country and of the Spaniards, for they 
had received orders to make fuch enquiries. 

He 
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He fully anfwered their queftions, by faying ttat 
the infant John of Caftille had befieged Pampeluna 
with a large army, and had much conftrained thofe 
who were within it. He therefore entreated them, 
in conformity to the orders they had from the king 
of England, to make th^mfelves ready to aflift his 
people, and to raife the fiege. 

The englifh knights replied they were perfedly 
willing, and through no negligence on their part 
fhould the fiege fail to be raifed ; that they would 
prepare every thing fpeedily, but added, * Sir, you 
will return to your country, and iflue out a fpecial 
fummons to your people ; for we will be with you 
on a fixed day, when we fhall be altogether in 
greater force : befides^ your people know the 
country better than we do.' 

The king of Navarre replied, that they fpoke 
well, and what they had propofed fliould be done. 
After this, he remained with the Englifli but three 
d^ffSy when he took his leave, and left the city of 
Bourdeaux, returning home by fea ; for there were, 
in the neighbourhood of Bayonne and the city of 
Dax in Gafcony, feveral fortreflcs in the hands of 
the Bretons. The king of Navarre fafely arrived 
at the town of St. Jean, where he refided. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VIII. 

THE INFANT OF CASTTLLE BKSIEGES PAIVJPE- 
XUNA. — SIR THOMAS TRIVET, IN CONDUCT- 
ING SUCCOURS TO THE KING OF NAVARRE, 
TAKES SEVERAL PLACES IN GASCONY FROM 
THE FRENCH. 

TOURING the time the king of Navarre was at 
Bourdeaux, and fince his return to his own 
country, John of CaftiUe, fon of the king of Spain, 
with the conllable of CaftiUe, who was the chief of 
this war, and whofe name was don Pedro de Man- 
riquez, had befiegcd the good city of Pampeluna 
with a large force. 

With them were the count don Alphonfo, the 
count de Medina, the count de Manons, the count 
de Ribede, Peter Ferrand de Falefque, Peter 
Gouflart de Modefque, and feveral other barons 
and knights from Spain, with their troops*.* 

Thefe Spaniards, on their march towards Pam- 
peluna, had taken and burnt the town of Lorwich 
and the city of Viana, on this fide Logrono ; and 
there was not a lord in Navarre who dared to 

* Ferreras does not mention any (lege of Pampeluna, but fays 
the Infant advanced to Gorriaz, near Pahipeluna, and after- 
wards belieged Viana ; when, having taken it, he returned to 
CaftiUe. He notices only thj firft of the Spaniards in the 
text.-— Vol. V. pp. 458, 459. 

ihew 
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(hew himfelf before them, but each remained 
Abut up in his caftle. The kmg of Navarre knew 
well all this, for he had continually meflengers 
coming and going, but he could not do any thing 
without the afliftance of the Englifh* 

Lord Neville*, who refided at Bourdeaux, whi^ 
ther he had been fent by the king of England and 
his council, was informed of all the treaties be- 
tween the two kings, and that it was incumbent on 
him to fulfil them. Having confidered this matter, 
he called t6 him fir Thomas Trivet, a very valiant 
knight, and faid to him ; * Sir Thomas, you know 
that we have been ordered hither to guard the 
frontiers of this country, to drive out our enemies, 
and to aflift the king of Navarre, who has been 
lately here, and told us how much he was in want 
of our help. You were prefent when I promifed 
him afliftance. This muft be done, or we fliall 
be blamed. Therefore, my dear friend and com- 
panion, 1 appoint you leader of the troops I ihall 
fend to this war, and now order ypu to march 
thither with five hundred lances and a thoufand 
archers. I (hall remain where I am, being fenefchal 
of Bourdeaux, under the orders of the king of 
England j for I muft pay attention to what pafles 
here^ as this whole country is not very fecure 
againft our enemies/ 

* My lord,' replied fir Thomas^ * you do me 
more honour than I deferve: I will obey your 
orders, as in juftice I ought to do, an^ will acquit 



* Lord Neville of Raby. — Dugpaxe. 

Vol. V. D myfelf 
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myfdf m this bufinefs to the utmoft of my power/ 
* Of that, fif ITiomas,' anfwercd lord Nevflfe, * 1 
am perfectly affured.* 

Sir Thomas Trivet made no lon^ delay, bot, 
having completed his preparations, fet Out from 
Bourdeaux with his tomplement of men at arms 
and archers, taking the road towards Dax in Gaf- 
cony. There were with him WHliam Condone, 
fir- Tliomas Berton, fir John Affnlee, fir Henty 
Paule, fir William Croquet, fir Louis Malin, fit 
Thomas Fourqe and fir Rcrt)ert Hafton, all Gaf- 
cons. ' 

When this army was arrived at the city of Dax, 
they received intelligence that the king of Navarre 
was at St. Jean du Pied des Ports, there affembfing 
his men at arms. This news was very pleafing 
to them. 

Sir Matthew Gournay*, uncle to fir Thomas 
Trivet, was governor of Dax, who recdved his 
nephew and his companions very agreeably, and 
helped them to find out lodgings. Sir Thomas^ 
intentions were to have continued his march with- 
out halting : but fir Matthew Gournay faid to 
him, * Fair nephew, fince you fcave with you fo 

large a force, let us free this country from the 

- - . . ■ — . » — 

* Sir Matthew GK)urnay was fourth and yotingeft fon off 
Thomas, one of the murderers ctf Edwafrd II. "lie was a foldier 
of fortune, an able and valiant man, and fen6(cb<ai des Lasides 
(a fandy tra6l between Bourdeaux and Bayonne), He died 
26th September 1466., and is buried at Stoke under Hamden, 
county of Somerfet. — For further particular^, and his epitaph^ 
fee Gough's Sepulchral Monuments, vol. ii. p. ao. 

Bretons 
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Bretons and iPVencb^ *v^tuf bold at lead i "dOzttr 
fortrefles between this place and Bayonne ; other- 
>iWEfe ycm leave them lA your rear, and they may 
do «is much mifchief the enfuing wkiteir. If you 
confefit, th^ country wilt thank you, and I entreat 
ft of you/ / By my faith,' replied fir Thomas, 
* I toi very willing/ 

Soon afc^r thk converfation, he let about the 
bufinefs, and, drawing out his forces in the plain, 
marched towards a fort called Montpin, wluch 
was ift die poflfeffion of the Bretons. A fquire 
from the county of Foix, whofe name was TaiU 
lardon, was governor of it. 

On their arrival, the EngUfli began a very feverc 
attack. The fort was ftormed, and all in it put to 
the fword except Taillardon, who was made pri- 
ibner. After having placed in the caftle a new 
garfifon, they marched away, and came before 
smother, called Carcilhat, which the Gafcons held. 
They immediately commenced an affauh, but jiot 
gainkig it direflly, they encamped. On the mor* 
TOW, Aey renewed the attack with fo much vigput 
that it was tak^n, and all within flain except the 
governor, who was from Lower Brittany, and 
called Yvonnet Aprifidly : he was given ^to the 
Englilh as prifoner, and the caftle burnr. They 
then marched towards another fort, called Befen- 
ghen, of which a gafcon fquire was governor, 
whofe name was Roger de Morelac. The Englifh 
were two days before they could win it, which 
was at laft done by capitulation: the garrifon 

D 2 marched 
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mirched out in furety^ and eic;h xmn returned to^ 
his home. 

From this caftle they came before Taflegneo^ 
which ^ is fituated three leagues from Bayonne^ 
and laid liege to it. The Bayonnois were much 
rejoiced when they heard of this ; and they were 
joined from that town by full five hundred men 
with lances and ihields, bringing with them the 
largeft of their warlike engines. 

The garrifon of Taflfegnon having done fa 
much harm to thofe of Bayonne made them thus 
defirous of their dcftrudion; but they would never' 
have fucceeded had it not been for the judgment 
and advice of the Englifh : yet with all their united 
force they were fifteen days before they gained it, 
which was done by capitulation, on the garrifon 
march'ng out in fafety under paflports from fir 
Thomas Trivet, who had them efcorted as far as 
Bregent, which belonged to the French. The 
Bayonnois bought the caftle for three thoufand 
francs, and then razed it, carrying the ftones to 
Bayonne ; where the Englifh were received with 
great joy, and had all things according to their 
wifli by paying for them. 
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CHAP. IX. 

SIB THOMAS TKIVST WITH TUB ENOUSH COME TO 
THE SUCCOUR OF THE KUiO OF NAVARRE.—THE 
SIEGE OF PAMPELUNA IS RAISED. 

^■'HE king of Navarre, who refidcd at St. Jean 
du Pied des Ports, was exceedingly angry 
that the ' Englifh were fo long coming, for his 
country was in great danger } and the city of 
Pampeluna would have been taken by the Spa^ 
niards, had it not been for the vifcount de Chaf* 
tillon^ the governor, who had under him in all 
but two hundred gafcon fpears^ but his prudence 
and watchfulnefs prevented it. 

Sir Perducas d'Albret was governor of the 
town of Tudela in Navarre; the count PuUois and 
his brother Roger commanded in the city of Mi* 
rauda : a knight from Catalonia, called fir Ray^* 
mbnd de Bageth, was governor of another ftrong 
town in Navarre, named Arques*. The king of 
Navarre, placing his confidence in thefe captains, 
remained at St. Jean du Pied des Ports, and left 
them to act as they pleafed. The whole country 
round Pampeluna was destroyed ; for none dared 
to oppofe the Spaniards, and they concluded they 
muft by a long fiege gain the town. However, 



* Arcjues,*— probably les Arcos. 

thofe 
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thofe within thought othcrwifc; for the vifcount 
de Chaftillon, the lord de TEfcut and fir William 
de Paux defended it fo well that the Spaniards be- 
gan to be tired : winter was approaching, it being 
about St. Andrew's day, and their provifion was 
becoming fcarce ; for, if the vifcount de Roque- 
bertin had not reinforced them with m6tt at arms 
and fixty horfe-loads of provifion, they would have 
retreated at All-faints day. 

The king of Navarre fent one of his knights, 
called fir Peter de Bafcle, to the Englilh, to entreat 
them, if they wiflied to ferve him, to haften their 
march ; for they had too long delayed it, accord- 
ing to the promifes they hj^d made, and the need 
he had of them. 

The knight rode until he came into the country 
of Bayoniie, and found the Englilh l^efore a caftle 
named Poulat, to whom he delivered his meffage 
very punftually. Sir Thomas Trivet replied, that 
as foon as the caftle he was now before was con- 
quered, he would march for Navarre, arid that the 
knight might return and depend on what he had 
faid. 

Sir Peter went back, and two days afterwards 
the caftle furrendered, on the garrifon marching 
out in fafety. It was re-garrifoned, and after- 
wards the country continued tolerably quiet. 
There were fomc other fmaller bodies, who had 
ported themfelves in churches and monafteries, 
that haraffed the country ; but they were in no great 
numbers r The Englifc, therefore, declared they 
could no longer remain with them, but muft march 

to 
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to VwBXT^ to raife the fiegc of Pampehina and 
coBPttot tb^ Spaniards. 

Sir Thomas Trivet, iir Matthew Goumay, with 
thfiur meo^ returned to Dax, where they halted four 
<la3i» : on the tSthf they departed^ and took the 
1:0^ to Nai^arre. Sir Matthew Gouruay marched 
bick.to. the city of Bayonne with thofe under his 
CQgipiand, to d^end the cx^untry, and to conquer 
fome of the fmall forta which the Bretons ftill held« 

Sir Thomas continued his march until he ar- 
med at Stt Jean du Pied des Ports, where he 
£cMxnd the king of Navarre, who was right glad 
tQ*fee him. He lodged the knights in the town, 
ami the nien at arms found the bed quarters they 
could an the country about. The king had, fome 
time before, iifued his fummons for a large army 
to a&fnble before the city of Miranda : none dared 
tQ.dii!bl>ey it, and all knights and iquires had in 
coniequence prepared themfelves to march to 
Pampeluna againft the Spaniards. 

Newft arrived at the fpanifli army, that tlie 
EngUlb with a powerful force were with the king 
of Navarre, at St. Jean, to the amount of twenty 
thoufand men at arms. Upon this, a council was 
held of the principal chiefs, to confider whether 
to wait for the king of Navarre, or to retreat, 
73iis was long debated ; for fome of. the captains 
wiAed to wait for the Englifli and Navarrois, 
while others were of a contrary opinion, faying 
they were not ftrong enough to meet fuch an 
army, and too much Jatigued and worn down by 
the length of the f^e* 

This 
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This council fat a confiderable time:: at. laft, 
orders were given to decamp, and make a hand- 
£bme retreat into their own country. What in- 
clined them mofl: to this was, that fome valiant 
knights who had great experience in war declared 
tbat their honour would not fuffer any difgrace,- 
for that king Henry, being returned into Caftille, 
had fent, fifteen days before, orders of recal to his 
fon, as well as for the difcontinuance of the fiege 
of Pampeluna. 

The Spaniards, therefore, quitted their quarters, 
and when they marched off fet fire to them, taking 
the road to Logrono and to St. Domingo in 
Caflille. When the inhabitants of Pampeluna 
faw them march away, they were much rejoiced, 
for they had preffed them hard. 

News was brought to the king of Navarre and 
to the Englifh at St. Jean of the Spaniards having 
raifed the fiege, and of their retreat to their own 
country. They feemed as if much enraged at it, 
for they would willingly have fought with them. 
Notwithftanding this, they marched to Pampeluna, 
where they found the vifcount de Chaftillon, the 
lord de PEfcut and' the other s^ who received them 
with pleafure. 

When thefe men at arms had refrefhed them- 
felves for two or three days in Pampeluna, they 
thought it advifable to march from thence and 
divide themfelves in different garrifons, to gain 
more country: befides, the mountains of Navarre 
^e too cold in the winter, being covered with 
fi^ow. The Englifh were, therefore, ordered to 

Tudelaj 
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Tiitlelaj the lord de TEfcut to Pont a la Reine*; 

tl^e count PuUois and his brother Roger to Corella, 

)^ the lord de Chaflillon to Mundon. In this 

manner were the men at arms distributed, and the 

lung of Navarre remained in his palace at Pampe* 

luna. The garrifons in Navarre continued in 

peace, without manlfefting any inclination to make 

excurfions during the winter : on which account, the 

Spaniards difperfed, and king Henry went to refide 

at Seville, accompanied by his queen and children. 



CHAP. X. 

THE EifGLISH AND NAVARROIS OVERRUN THE KING- 
DOM OF SPAIN. ^THE EVENTS THAT UEFEL THEM 

THERE. 

CIR Thomas Trivet and his companions were 
quartered in Tudela, and had not done any 
thing fince their entrance into Navarre ; but, 
hearing that the fpanilh army was difbanded, 
they determined to make an excurfion into Spain, 
to perform fomething for their pay. They made 
preparations for a fecret expedition, and fent in- 
formation of it to the count Pullois and his brother 
Roger, who came to Tudela with two hundred 
lances and three hundred ihields : when they were 

* Pont a la Reine, — Punte a la Reyna,— apj^ars by the 
map to be in Anraggn. 

all 
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all mufteredy they might be about feven hundred 
fpears, twelve hundred archers^ and as many other 
foot foldiers. They loaded many horfes with ail 
forts of provifion^ and, marching away, encamped^ 
on Cbriflmas eve, in a £ur meadow by a river fide 
at the foot of the mountain Montcain^, which fe^ 
parates the three kingdoms of Navarre, Cailille and 
Arragon : on the other fide of this mountain Ues 
a country called Yal di Soria. This day the 
weather was very fine, and wondrous hot. 

When ,they had dined, the captains aiTembled 
in council to determine whether they Ihould re- 
main there Chriftmas day, or attempt fome war- 
like exploit ; for they were on the borders of the 
enemy's country. They refolved to march that 
very night, fo as to arrive at the city of Soriaf by 
dawn on Chriftmas day, and fcale its walls. 

This plan was adopted, and orders given in con- 
fequencc. Three hundred hurices were only to be 
employed ; the others with the foot were to re^ 
main where they then were until the morrow, to 
hear the fuccefs of the enterprize. The count 
PuUois with one hundred lances, and fir Thomas 
Trivet with his troops^ having guides to condu^ 
them, were to march in four divifions and to form 
three ambufcades, the more fecretly to execute 
their enterprize and the more furely to fucciB^ 
in it. 



■W^^«i^»^^*^m^"i«^i^»^V^^<M^^i«^«^^PHiM^^<Mi«WM 



♦ Montcain, — probably, by the map, Moncaio : it feems 
near to Tara9ona. 

t Soria, — a town in Caftille. 

About 
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About two o'clock after midnight^ they were 
armed aoid mounted^ but without any trumpets. 
The captsont and the guides made diemfelves well 
sicquattited with the different points of the coun- 
try, that they might all arrive pundualiy at Sorb 
$ the &me time. They bad afccnded the moun- 
tiift and advanced into the plains^ when it began 
to fiM>w and hail £o marvelloufly &fl that the 
ground was all covered, and they rode an until 
the morrow without meeting each dther. This 
nSfbrtune of the Engliih £ell out luckily ibr the 
inhabitants of Val di Soria, as they had not taken 
my precautions againft an attack ; and, had they 
inet according to the plan laid down, they muft 
bate taken the town by efcalade, without a poffibi* 
lity of a difappointment* 

When fie Thomas Trivet and the other captains 
law that jLheir attempt had failed, they were much 
vexed : they collected themfelves as well as they 
could, to take fome refreihment from their fumpter 
horfes, and then to follow the right road to Soria, 
according to their original intentions. 

As they had refolved, fo did they execute ; and, 
after a fhort breakfaft, (ir Raymond de Balge, a 
Navarrois, was chofen to advance before the town 
with forty lances, in order to draw out the javelin 
men who were the guard of it. 

The knight rode up to the barriers, where he 
ikirmilhed with the guard ; for thefe javelin men 
were full two hundred : they Tallied forth inftantly, 
and began a combat, when the others retreated by 
little and little to draw them further into the plain. 

The 
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Thc garrifon would have very roughly treated this 
detachment, if their ambufcade had not advanced 
to their ailiftance : they charged the guard full gal- 
lop, with fpears in their refts^ fo that at the firft 
Ihock feveral were killed and wounded, and the 
reft driven back into the town with great lof^ 
They immediately clofed their gates and barriers, 
and mounted the battlements, for they expeded an 
afiault ; but they were difappointed, as the Engliih 
and Navarrois retreated in the courfe of the day, 
and returned to their quarters, where they had li^ 
their men. 

They remained there that night ; and on the 
morrow, which was St. Stephen's day, they marched 
to a town called Quafquan*,in Navarre, where they 
met the king of Navarre, who had come thither on 
Chriftmas eve. The Englifh, on their way to Caf- 
cante, burnt feveral villages, and in particular a 
confiderable one called Nigrete, which they com- 
pletely pillaged. 



* Quafquan^— Cafcante^ near to Tudela, 
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CHAP. XL 

SIR THOMAS TRIVET MAKES AN EXCURSION TO 

THE TOWN OF ALFARO IN CASTILLE. PEACE 

CONCLUDED BETWEEN THE KINGS OP SPAIN' 

AND NAVARRE. THE DEATH OF HENRY 

KING OF SPAIN. — HIS SOX JOHN IS CROWNED 
AS HIS SUCCESSOR, 

^^^^HILST king Henry refided at Seville, in the 
heart of his kingdom, news was brought to 
him that the Englifh had made an incurfion, and 
burnt the town of Soria, in the name of the king 
of Navarre* He was much enraged thereat, and 
fwore he would make them pay for it. He wrote 
letters to his fon, John of Caftille, inftantly com*^ 
manding him to iflue a particular fummons through- 
out the kingdom, and to aflemble the nobles ; for 
that he fhould very fhortly be in Caftile, to revenge 
himfelf on the king of Navarre for the excefies 
which he had cpmmitted. 

The infant neither dared nor wifhed to difobey 
the commands of his father, but immediately ifTued 
the fummons. ^ 

WhiUt thefe men at arms were colleding, and 
tefore the arrival of king Henry, fir Thomas Tri- 
vet refolved to march towards a handfome town in 
Spain called Al&ro. In this defign, he fet out one 
evening from Cafcante, leaving there the king of 
Navarre, with only one hundred lances j but they 

were 



46 

were all fuch as he could depend on. They came 
^ near to Alfaro about day-break, and halted a league 
from the town, where they placed themfelves in 
ambu(b. 

Sir William Cendrin and fir Andrew Andrac 
were lent forwards, with about ten fpears, to alarm 
the place. They came to a little brook which runs 
before the town, and is dangerous to pafs : how- 
ever, Andrew Andrac and Peter Mafcle, Navar- 
rois, made their courfers leap over it, and galloped 
up to the barriers. 

The town was exceedingly alarmed ; and, halv- 
ing founded their trumpets to affemble their men 
at arms, they opened the gates and barriers, Tallied 
forth, and direftly began to Ikhmifh. Of th^e 
ten lances, there were only thofe I have named 
who had croffed the brook, fo that, when they faw 
fuch numbers advancing, they wheeled about and 
leaped back again. 

Thofe of Alfaro feeing fo fmall a number, and 
not fHfpefting any ambufcade, followed them clofe- 
ly, palling the rivulet a little higher up, at the ford. 
The ten fpears allowed themfelves to be purfued as 
far as the ambufti, from whence^ fir Thomas and 
the others rufhed full gallop, fhouting their cry, 
and, charging the enemy, unhorfed feveral. In 
truth, the Spaniards, unable to withftand the Eng- 
Hfli, turned about as quickly as they could : few 
efcaped death or being made prifoners. 

The alarm was great in the town, which made 
the Englifh think they (hould be immediate mafters 
of it, for they faw the inhabitants were as good a^ 

defeated: 
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defeated : however, they were difappointed, for the 
women of the place faved it by their prefence of 
inind. Whilft the Englifh were croffing the brook, 
they ctefed the gates and barriers, and, having 
motmted the battlements over the gate, fhewed 
every inclination to defend themfelves. 

When fir Thomas faw them thus drawn up, he 
faid as he was advancing, *Look at thcfe good 
women : let us return back, for we cannot do any 
tiling morg/ Upon which they retreated, croffed 
the broc^, and made for Cafcante, carrying with 
them their prifoners. Sir Thomas Tiivet acquired 
great favour from the king of Navarre for the fuc- 
cefs of this expedition. 

About fifteen day? after this affair of Alfaro, the 
Spaniards took the field, amounting in the whole, 
iiorfe and Iboft, to twenty thoufand men, with a 
good inclination to combat the Englifh. The king 
of Navarre, on hearing this, went to Tudela, at- 
tended by fir Thomas Trivet and his troops, and 
fent orders for all the garrifons of Navarre to march 
thither : they willingly obeyed his orders, as they 
wifhed for nothing more than to engage the 
Spamards« 

TTie Spaniards were only waiting for the arrival 
effing Henry, who had left Seville with a numer- 
ous attendance, and was traverfing his kingdom to 
St. Donrmigo, where on his arrival he halted, and 
quartered his people in the adjacent plain. When 
don John heard that the king was come to St. Do- 
trtingo, lie left Alfaro, and marched thither with 
Ws army. It was the intention of the Spaniards to 

lay 
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lay (lege to Tudela and inclofe the king of Navarre 
in it, or fbrce him to fight. 

The king of Navarre was informed of all this, 
and he knew that he was not (Irong enough to riik 
a battle with king Henry, who had forty thouland 
men, including horfe and foot. 

There were fome prelates and barons, wife and 
valiant men of both kingdoms, in either army, who 
forefaw that great troubles might arife if the two 
kings, Henry and Charles, fhould mutually flay 
each other in battle : they therefore propofed an 
armifUce, that they might endeavour to fettle their 
differences : but thefe negotiators had much labour 
and difGculty before they could bring matters to an 
iffue, for the Englifh, who amounted tp full two 
thoufand, were haughty and bitter againfl the 
Spaniards, and advifed the king of Navarre to rifk 
a battle. 

On the other hand, the Spaniards, who were 
very numerous, held the Englifh and Navarrois 
cheap. The treaties, however, were drawing to a 
conclufion ; and, with much difficulty, an armiftice 
was agreed on, for fix weeks, between the two 
kingdoms, with the intent of concluding a peace. 
The negotiators propofed alfo that a marriage 
fhould take place between the eldeft fon of king 
Henry with a daughter of the king of Navarre^ 
that the peace might be more folid and durable. 

The king of Navarre readily liftened to this pro* 
pofal, for he faw by ic how highly his daughter 
would be fettled. The prelates and barons of both 
realms advifed alfo that Charles, eldefl fon of the 

king 
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i^Q^-of 'Naygrre^ ihotild marry a daughter of king 
H^Diy. This was concluded ; and don Henry^ 
king of Caftille, wa« to ufe his influence with the 
king of Flrance, under whofe guardianfhip Charles 
mf9i$y that he ihould be permitted to return to Na- 
nraFre* This he performed; and the king of 
f mnce complied with his requdft. 

7]3ie kiivg of Navarre, on account of thefe mar- 
riageSy was willing to furrender, for ten years, to 
4lie kiQg of Spain, as a fecurity for his good faith, 
ihe^townsand ci&ks of Eftella, of Tudela and of 
iaGuardia. 

Kiiig Henry confented to give up to the Engliih 
fir Peter Courtenay and the lord de TEfparre, a 
Gafcon, who were his prifoners* 

All thefe di&rent treaties were iealed, and fworn 
to be faithfully obferved for ever by the two kings; 
and it was agreed that whoever (hould any way in« 
fringe them Ihould fubmit himfelf to the judgment 
of the pope, 

Whilft thefe negotiations were going forwards, 
ihc king of Navarre, who was indebted to the Eng- 
liih twenty thoufand francs, fent the vifcount de 
Chaftillon to Arragon to borrow this fum from the 
Jung of Anragon, who readily lent it to him, but 
(ceak^r his fecurity the good towns of Pampeluna, 
JMtiraobda, Bor^go la Reyna, Corella and St. Jean du 
^4^4esPort8. 

•By lihefe means, the Engliih were paid their de- 
naands : they left the king of Navarre, well fatisfied 
mith their ciD&dud, returned to Bourdeauz, and 
Jirom thence to England. 

Vol, V. E The 
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The marriage was concluded between Charles af 
Navarre and the daughter of king Henry : fhe was 
called Jane, and was very handfome* 

In this year the king of Caftille died^, and hh 
cldeft fon, doti John, fucceeded him. He was 
crowned, with the confent of all the prelates and 
barons of Spain, king of Caftille, Seville, Gallicia 
and Cordova j and they fwore to him, for ever, 
fealty and homage. 

About this time, war commenced between the 
kings of Portugal and Caftille^ which lafted a con^ 
liderable time, as you will hear related in this hif- 
tory. But we muft now return to the aflfairs of 
France. 



a* 



CHAP. XII. 

THE LORD DE MUCIDENT TURNS TO THE ENGLISH* 

THE LORD DE LANGURANT IS MORTALLY 

WOUNDED. THE GOVERNOR OF BOUTEVILLE IS 

DEFEATED, AND THE CASTLE SURRENDERS TO 
THE FRENCH.^ 

VOU have before heard that the lord de Mud- 
dent had turned to the french party. He had 
remained at Paris for upwards of a year, until he 
was tired ; for he had expefted more from the king 
of France than he had received, which made him 
repent having changed his fide. He faid he had 
been forced fo to do, and thskt it wa3 not of his own 
free will. 

He 



61 

He therefore refolved to quit Paris privately, 
where he had too long reiided, return to his own 
country, and then furrender higifelf to the Englifh ; 
for he preferred ferving the king of England to the 
king of France. 

He aded upon this plan, and gave all his ac- 
quaintance to underftand, except thofe of his coun- 
cil, that he was difgufted. 

One evening he mounted his horfe incognito, 
only two pcrfons with him, fet out from Paris, and 
rode to his own country, where his people followed 
him. 

He^continued his journey until he came to Bour- 
deaux, where he found the lord Neville, to whom 
he related his adventures. He attached himfelf to 
the Englifh, and declared he would father betray 
his troth to the king of France than to his natural 
lord the king of England. 

The lord de Mucident remained fteady to the 
Englifh ever after as long as he lived. 

The duke of Anjou was much enraged when he 
heard of this, and fwore, that if ever he could lay 
hands upon him, he would make his head fly from 
his fhoulders. This was told to the lord de Muci- 
dent, who in confequence took every precaution in 
his power. 

The lord de Langurant remained fledfafl to the 
French. He was an able and a&ive knight, and 
harafled much the vaflals of thofe who had turned 
to the Englifh pofTefOng lands adjoining to his own; 
fuch as the lords de Rofem, de Duras, de Muci* 
dent J which made thefe three barons very angry, 
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and excited them to attempt :aU means to flay him ; 
for he was their bitter enemy. 

The lord de Languramt, being a knight e^^er 
for battle, was riding out one day attended by 
about forty lances : he advanced near to an engliih 
•garrifon called Cadillac*^, which belonged to the 
-captal de Buch and his brothers. He pofted bis 
men in ambuih in a wood, telling them that be 
would ride alone to the caille to fee if any one 
"would fally forth againil him. His men obeyed : 
when, ridiixg to the barriers of Cadillac, be fpoke 
to the guards, afking, * Where is Bernard Couraftt, 
your captain ? Tell him that the lord de Langu- 
rant ^flies to tilt with him ; and, fmoe 'he is fo 
valiant a man at arms, he will not refufe my re- 
queft for iht love of his lady. If he •IhouJd not 
Gonfent, it will turn to bis fhame, and I will publidi 
every where that he had refufed to break a lance 
with me through cowardice.^ 

One of the valets of Bemaird, at that time at tht 
Carriers, repHed ; 'Lord de Langurant, i faaveiper' 
ifedly ^^rd what you Ihave faid : I will go >and in- 
form unv mdfter ; for cowardice fliall never be a re- 
preach to Wm, if you will be fo good to wait.' 

* By my foith,' altered the lord de Langurant, 
* that 1 will.* The valet went to his mafter^^bom 
he found m bis chamber, and told kim what : you 
have hea^rd. 

When Bernard beard tbis^ bis jaoeart fwelled with- 

'-'t CadiHac,-— a villagein Guyenne^'feven leeigties fromvBour- 
deafiK, 
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in him, and he fiercely exclaimed, ^ Give me my 
arms, and faddle my deed, for he (hall never re* 
turn w&h a refufal/ His orders were promptly 
obeyed : being armed, he mounted on horfeback 
with his lance and buckler, and, having the gates 
and barriers thrown open, advanced into the plain. 

The lord de Langurant was much pleafed when 
he faw him : lowering his fpear, he placed himfelf 
in the pofition of a good knight, as did his fquire* 
They were both well mounted j and, fpurring their 
horfes, their lances ftruck with fuch force on their, 
fhields as (hivered them to pieces. At the fecond 
pafs, Bernard Courant gave fuch a deadly blow on 
the (houlder of the lord de Langurant as to drive 
him out of his faddle, and fell him to the ground. 
When Bernard faw him fall, he was rejoiced, and. 
turning his hcrfe upon him, as the lord de Lani- 
gurant was raifing himfelf up, Bernard, who had 
great ftrength, caught him with both hands by the- 
lielmet, tore it off his head, and flung it under his^ 
horfe. 

The troops of the lord de Langurant who were 
in ambufh, noticing all this, began to advance to 
refcue their lord. Bernard Courant perceived them, 
and, drawing his dagger, faid to the lord de Lan^ 
gurant, * Siurrender yourfelf my prifoner, lord de 
Langurant, refcued or not, or you are a dead man/ 
The lord de Langurant, who trufted to his people 
for aflMlance, was fliy,.and made naanfwen When 
Bernard faw that he would not make any reply, he 
was inflamed with paffion, and, fearing left he 
might fuffer from delay, ftruck him with his dagger 
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on the head, which was bare, and drove it into 
him : then, drawing it back, he put fpurs to his 
horfe, galloped within the barriers, where he dtf- 
mounted, and put himfelf in a pofture of defence, 
if there Ihould be a neceffity for it. 

The lord de Langurant's people, on coming to 
him, found him mortally wounded ; they were 
very much enraged at it, and, having bandaged his 
wound as well as they could, carried him back to 
his caftle, where he, on the morrow, expired. 
Such was the end of the lord de Langurant in 
Gafcony, 

At this period, a deed of arms was performed, 
in the Rochellois, againft Heliot de Plaifac, a very 
amiable fquire and gallant man at arms, governor 
of Bouteville*, an englifh garrifon, wherein there 
were about fix fcore lances, Englifh and Gafcons, 
who, pillaging the whole country, advanced almofl; 
daily as far as the towns of la Rochelle or St. Jeatti 
d'Angeli. They kept thefe towns in fuch dread 
that none dared to venture out but very privately^ 
which angered greatly the knights and fquires of 
that country. 

They confidered well this bufinefs, and refolved 
cither to apply fuch a remedy as would put a flop 
to it, or to lofe their lives or liberties in the attempt. 
They coUefted, in the town of la Rochelle, about 
two hundred fpears, on whom they could depend j 
for it was towards this town that Heliot de Plaifac 
made his excurfions. There were now in it, from 



* Bouteville, — near Cognac. 
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Poitou and Saintonge, the lords de Touars, dc 
PuijOrances, fir James de Surgeres, fir Perceval de 
Cpulogne, fir Reginald de Goraers, fir Hugh de 
Vivonne, and feveral other knights and fquires, 
aU well inclined to meet and combai their enemies. 
Thefe lords had had information that Heliot de 
Plaifac was on his march towards la Rochelle, in 
fearch of prey. They gave their orders accord- 
ingly, and fallied out in the evening well armed 
and mounted^ On their departure, they direfted 
that the cattle fliould, on the morrow, be driven 
OMt to the fields to take their chance ; which was 
obeyed. 

When the morrow came, Heliot de Plaifec and 
his troop arrived before la Rochelle, whilft their 
foragers coUefted the cattle, and had them driven 
away by the peafants of the country. They had 
not gone more than a league before the French 
(who were upwards of two hundred lances) fell 
upon their wing, quite unexpeftedly, and charged 
them vigoroufly ; fo that, at this firft onfet^ feveral 
were unhorfed. 

Heliot de Plaifac cried out ; * On foot, on foot ! 
let no man fly, but fend away the horfes ; for, if 
the day be ours we (hall have horfes enow, and, 
if we lofe it, we fliall not want any.* The Englifh 
and Gafcons, of Heliot's party, drew up on foot, 
and in good order. The French did the fame, for 
they were afraid of their horfes being wounded by 
the fpears and fwords of the enemy. 

The battle then commenced. It was fevere, and 
of long continuance; for they fought hand to 

hand, 
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handy, pu(hing their fpears up to their guardfii^ at 
every thruft. Many gallant deeds were^done; 
there was many a capture, and many ^ refeutf^ 
However, the Poitevins and Saintongers^ won. the 
field, and their enemies were either ilain or made 
prifoners, for very few efcaped ; the forage W2ts k>^ 
captured, and HeUot de Plaifac taken and cairidd* 
to la Rochelle. 

Shortly afterward, thefe lords marched tO' the 
caftle of Bouteville, which was foon tod eaiily 
taken, for fcarcely any one was within it. 

Thus was Bouteville gained by the French, to 
the great joy of all the country round about. 
Heliot de Plaifac remained in prifon for a long 
time. 



CHAP. XIII. 

SIR THOMAS TRIVET RETURNS TO ENGLAND WITH 

HIS COMPANIONS. HIS HERALD RELATES TO THE^ 

DUKE OF LANCASTER THE PARTICULARS OF TI^E 
DEATH OF KING HENRY OF CASTlLLE, AND THE 
CORONATION OF HIS ELDEST SON DON JOHN, 

AT this time, fir Thomas Trivet^ fir William 
Helmen, and the other knights who had been 
in Spain to the affiftance of the king of Navarre, 
returned to England. They immediately waited on 
the king, who at that time refided at Chertfey : hi$ 
two uncles, the duke of Lancafter and the carl of 
Cambridge, were with him* 

ThcfQ 
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Tbefe knighta were gracioufly ceeeiTed by the 
king and his lord» ; and many queftions were aiked 
concerning; the new4 of the countries they came 
ffom : they told all they knew ; how the war had 
been carried on in Spain and Navarre, and haw 
thofe two king^ had concluded a peace^ relating^ 
exactly the articles of the treaties, and alfo thstf the 
k^ng of Navarre had married his eldeit fon to a. 
daughter of king Henry. 

The duke of Lancafter and the earl of Cam. 
bridge were very penfive on hearing this intelli- 
gence, for they had confidered themfelves as heirs^ 
to all Spain in right of their wives : they inquired 
at what time king Henry had died, and if the S^pa^ 
niards had crowned his fon king. 

Sir Thomas Trivet and fir William Helmea an* 
fwered ; * My dear lords, when kii^ Henry ths 
bailard died^ we were not at the coronadon of his 
fon ; for at that time we had retreated into Na^ 
varre ; but we have a herald who was prefent, and 
you may, if you pleafe, learn from him every par# 
ticular concerning it.' 

The herald was called in, and the duke defired 
he would relate how every thing pafled. He an- 
fwered ; * My lords, I will comply with your rep 
queft, and tell you all. While thefe Igaights were 
at Pampeluna, waiting the conclufion of the trea^ 
ties, I remained by their permiflion with the king 
of Navarre, and was much i efpeded by him and 
by his people. I left Pampeluna, and accompanied 
him to St. Domingo, where, on his approach, king 
Henry came out to meet him with a numereas 
tiqin, a$ a proof of his aSe£iion. 

*Thc 



58 

- * The king of Navarre and his people were 
treated with much honour : ih the evening he was 
entertained with a very handfome fupper. While 
at table, news was brought that a wild boar was 
difcovered in the adjoining moors : a hunting 
party was direftly formed for the morrow. The 
two kings and their huntfmen were prefent ; the 
boar was taken ^ and they returned to St. Domingo 
in the moft friendly manner. 

. * The next day, king Henry fet out for Pierre* 
ferrade*', to keep an appointment he had made 
with his people. He was there feized with an 
illnefs, of which he died. The king of Navarre 
was told of it as he was on his road to vifit him : 
he returned back much vexed thereat. I then took 
my leave of him, and went to Caftille to learn what 
was going forward. 

^ King Henry died on Whitfunday. Shortly after. 



* Pierre-ferrade. Q. I cannot find any thing like this naipe 
In the map near to St, Domingo, There is Pon-ferrada on the 
weftern borders of L^on, but that appears to be too diftant. 

Denys Sauvage does not feem to underftand this palfage, 

Moreri fays, Henry died at St. Domingo. 

Ferrcras, in his hiftory of Spain, fays, the vulgar report was^ 
that Henry was poifoned by means of a handfome pair of buf- 
kins, which Mahomet king of Granada fent him as a prefent, 
left, when having made peace with the king of Navarre, he 
might turn his arms againft him. Ferreras himfelf feems to 
doubt it. He died at Saint Domingo la Calyada, 2pth May 
1374. The infant John was inftantly proclaimed king, and left 
6t. Domingo for Burgos, carrying with him the body of his fa- 
ther, which he depofited there, in order for its being tranfported 
J9 Toledo, 
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fa^e to Scotland, and falute the king and barons, 
with the aiTurance that we and our realm are willioig 
to enter into treaties with them on the footing of 
good friends, in order that, when the feafon fhall 
be favourable, we 'may fend over troops, to be there 
admitted in the like manner as the pradice has been 
with^ur predeceiTors in former times : and in your 
journies thither and back again, as well as during 
your refidence, you will take care to keep fuch 
.ftate as (hall become an ambaflador from the king ; 
for fuch is <our will ; and every expenfe fhall be 
repaid you/ The knight anfwered, ^ Sire, your 
Holders fhall be obeyed*' 

He did not delay his journey long after this; but, 
when his preparations were ready, he took leave 
ofthe kii>g, and iet out from Paris, continuing his 
route until (hecameto Sluys in Flanders. He waited 
ther^ for a wind, which being unfavourable, de- 
tained him fifteen days. During this time he lived 
magnificently ; and gold and filver plate were in 
luch profufion in the apartments as if he had been 
a prince. He had alfb mufix: to announce his din« 
aer, and caufed to be carried before him a fword 
in a fcabbard, richly blazoned with his arxna in gold 
^a^d filver. Mis fervants paid well for every thing. 

Many of the townspeople were much a(toiufhq4 
at the great itate this knight lived in at honv?, 
which he aUb juaintained when he went abroad. 
TUbc bculiff of the town, who was an officer imder 
lhei6arl(ofPlanders,Jsad. noticed this condud, and 
iceAild Enot 'remain fiicnt vn the fubjed:, for which 
he was to blame, but went and informed the earl 
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CHAP. XIV. 

THE EARJL OF F1.ANDEIIS STOPS THE PROG«Hfi8 
Ofi AN AMBASSADOR FROM THE KING OF^ 
FRANCE TO SCOTLAND: THIS CAUSES GREAT 
DISSENSIONS BETWEEN THEM. 

T^ING Charles, who at this time governed France^ 
was very fagacious and fubtile, as his condu£k 
fliewed ; for, though he never quitted his clofet? or 
his amufements, he re-conquered all that his pre- 
deceffors had loft in the field at the head of their 
armies, for which he was greatly to becommended* 

Now, becaufe the king of France knew that king 
Robert of Scotland, and that whole kingdom, bore 
a mortal hatred to the Engliffi (for never can thefe 
two kingdoms love each other), that a better un- 
derftanding between him and the Scots might be 
continued, he determined to fend one of his knights, 
and a fecretary to his council, to king Robert and 
the Scots, to treat with them ; to examine the ftate 
of that country, and fee whether they were in a con- 
dition to carry on any eflfeftual war : for Evan of 
Wales had during his life-time informed him, that 
tfte moft certain way of difturbing JEngland was 
througb Scotland. 

The king of France, having well confidered this 
matter, had various ideas on the fubjeft ; and, hav* 
ing fixed his plan, he called to him one of his 
knights, a prudent man, named fir Peter lord de 
Bournezel, and'faid ; ' Ydu^ will carry this mef- 
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fage to Scotland, and falute the king and barons, 
with the aiTurance that we and our realm are willing 
to enter into treaties with them on the footing of 
good friends, in order that, when the feafon fhall 
be favourable, we may fend over troops, to be there 
admitted in the like manner as the pradice has been 
with^ur predeceiTors in former times : and in your 
journies thither and back again, as well as during 
your reiidence, you will take care to keep fuch 
ftate as (hall become an ambaflador from the king ; 
for fucb is our will ; and every expenfe fhall be 
vepaid you/ The knight anfwered, ^ Sire, your 
afders fhall be obeyed*' 

He did not delay his journey long after this; but, 
when his preparations were ready, he took leave 
0f the kii^g, and iet out from Paris, continuiog his 
route until ^hecameto Sluys in Flanders. He waited 
iher^ for a wind, which being unfavourable, de« 
tained him fifteen days. During this time he lived 
magnificehtly ; and gold and filver plate were in 
iiich profufion in the apartments as if he had been 
a |>rince. He had alfb mufk to announce his din« 
aer, and caufed to be carried before him a fword 
ki a fcabbard, richly blazoned with his arxna in gold 
a»d filver. Mis fervants paid well for every thu^. 

Many of the townfpeople were much aftomfhq4 
at the great itate this knight lived in at hon\e, 
which he aUb .maintained when he went abroad. 
The biuliff of the town, who was an officer imder 
ilhe -earl ^Phmders, had noticed this coadud, and 
ccAild EDOt 'remain fiJexkt vn the fub}e£t, for which 
lie was to blame, but went and informed the earl 

of 
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of It, whb at the time relided at Bruges, and his 
coufin the duke of Brittany with him. 

The earl of Flanders having confidered a while, 
with the advice of the duke of Brittany, ordered 
the ambaffador to be brought thither. The bailiflf 
returned to Sluys, and came very uncourteoufly to 
the king's knight ; for he laid his hand on him, and 
arretted him in the name of the earl. 

The knight was exceedingly furprifed at this pro- 
ceeding : he told the bailiff, that he was ambaflador 
and commiffioner from the king of France. The 
bailiff faid, * that might be ; but he mufl fpeak 
with the earl, who had ordered him to be condu£ked 
into his prefence.' The knight could not by any 
means excufe himfelf from being carried to Bruges 
with all his attendants. When he was brought 
into the apartments of the earl, he and the duke of 
Brittany were leaning on a window which looked 
into the gardens. The knight cafl himfelf on his 
knees before the earl, and faid, * My lord, I am 
your prifoner.' At which words, the earl was 
mightily enraged, and replied with pafEon ; * How, 
rafcal, do you dare to call yourfelf my prifoncr 
when I have only fent to fpeak with you ? The 
fubjefts of my lord may very freely come and fpesJe 
' with me ; but thou hafl ill acquitted thyfelf by re- 
maining fo long at Sluys without coming to vifit 
me, when thou kneweft I was fo near ; but, I fup- 
pofe, thou difdainedfl it.* * My lord,' anfwered 
the knight, ' faving your difpleafure' — He was in- 
terrupted by the duke of Brittany, who faid, * It is 

... by 
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by fuch tattlers and jefters of the parliament of Pa* 
ris^ and of the king's chamber, as you, that the king* 
dom is governed ; and you manage the king as you 
pleafe, to do good or evil according to your wills: 
there is not a prince of the blood, however great he 
may be, if he incur your hatred, who will be 
liftened to : but fuch fellows (hall yet be hanged, 
until the gibbets be fiill of them.' 

The knight, who was ftill on his knees, was 
much mortified by thefe words : he faw that it was 
better for him to be filent than to make any reply : 
he did not therefore anfwer, but quitted the pre- 
fenc^ .of the earl and his lords, when he found an 
opportuniiy. Some worthy people wjio were with 
the earl made way for him, and carried him to re« 
freih himfelf. 

The knight afterwards mounted his horfe, and 
returned to his h6cel in Sluys, where I will tell you 
what happened to him. Although all his (tores 
were embarked, and there was a favourable wind 
for Scotland, he would not fail and riik the dan- 
gers of the fea ; for he was warned that he was 
watched by the Englifh who refided in Sluys, and 
that, if he fliould fail, he would be taken, and car* 
tied to England. Through fear of this happening, 
he gave up his intended voyage, quitted Sluys, and 
returned to the king at Paris. 

You may eafily imagine, that the lord de Bour- 
nezel was not long before he told the king all that 
had befallen him in Flanders : he related every 
thing exadly as it had happened. It was neceifary 
he fhould do fo by way of excufing himfelf for not 

having 
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:much fur prifed at bis return. 

Whea fir 'Peter was relating the events of this 
journey^ tbe^ were prefent feveral knights of the 
Idxig's chamber : in jparticular, fir John de Cuif* 
tdlles of Hainault, ta cottfin to the earl of Flanders, 
mho mutteringly repeated the words of fir Peter j 
fo that, thinking the knight hstd fpoken too fireely 
of the earl of Flanders, he could not contain him- 
ielf, but fsud } ^ I catnnot thus hear my dear oou&i 
4be earl of Flanders fo flightiqgly fpoken of; {^if, 
£r iknighl:, you mean to affirm for truth all yoti 
Juive faid, and aiTert that he ^by his ad j>revented 
f ou from fulfilling your orders, I challenge you to 
ibe 'field, and here is my glove.' 

The lord de Bournezel was not flow to replyij 
** Sir John, I fay that I was thus sarefted and con* 
-dufted by the bailiff of Sluys, and brought before 
the earl of Flanders ; and that every word which I 
>have fpoken as from that earl and the duke of dit- 
tany were faid by them ; and if you wifli to fay 
any thing to the contrary, and that it was not ib, 
I will take up your glove/ * I do fay fo,' repUed 
the lord de Guiftelles. 

At thefe words, the king looked very grave, and 
^ud, ^ Come, come; we will thear no more of this/ 
He then retired into his clofet, attended by ins 
.chamberlains, very well pleafed that fir Peter ^ad 
fo frankly fpdcen, and had fo well anfwerod fir 
John de Guiflelles. He faid to them fiuiling, ^ lie 
lias kept his ground well : I would not for tment^ 
fboufand francs it bad not iibhappened/ s 

Sir 
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sir John de Guiftelks, who was one of the king^9 
chamberlains, was afterwards fo ill at courf| and 
received with fo much coldnefs, that he noticed it, 
&nd wiihed . not to abide the confequences : he 
therefore took leave of the king, and went to Bra* 
bant to duke Winceflaus^ who retained him in his 
fervice* 

With regard to the king of Ftance, he was much 
angered with the earl of Flanders ; for it appeared 
to feveral of the kingdom, that he had prevented 
the lord de Bournezel from continuing his journey 
to Scotland* He had alfo entertained his coufin 
the duke of Brittany, who was greatly out of favour 
with the king of France. Thofe who were near the 
perfon of the king eafily faw that the earl of Flan- 
ders waj$ not in his good graces* 

Shortly after this event, the king of Frftnce wrote 

very (harp letters to his coufin the earl of Flanders, 

. which contained alfo menaces, for that he had fup-^ 

ported and kept with him the duke of Brittany, 

whom he confidered as his enemy. 

The earl wrote back again, and made the beft 
excufes he could* Thefe were^ however, of no 
avail ; for the king of France fent him (harper let- 
ters, in which he declared, that if he did not fend 
away his enemy the duke of Brittany, he would 
look upon him in the fame light* When the earl 
of Flanders faw the manner in which the king took 
It, and that he would follow it up, he confidered 
with himfelf (for he had a quick imagination), and 
refolved to (hew thefe menaces to his principal 
towns, more efpecially to Ghent, to know what an- 
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fwer they woald wifh him to fcna. Ttt difpatcfecd 
copies to Bruges, Ypres and Courtray ; and he fet 
out with the duke of Brittany for Ghent, where 
they were lodged at the poftern gate. He was re^ 
eeived by the citizens with very great joy, for at 
that time they were much pleafed to have Mm 
among them. When the deputies from the odier 
towns were arrived, according to their orders^ the 
count had them affembled ; and John de la Faucilte 
harangued them, in his name, on the caufe of hi^ 
meeting them : he read to* them the letters which 
had been received within the laft two months front 
the king of France. After thefe letters had beeii 
iread, the earl fpoke as follows : * My children, 
and good people of Flanders, through God*s grace, 
I have been for a long time your lord : I baVe go- 
verned you in peace as much as was in my power y 
and you have never feen any thing in me but a de- 
fire to maintain you in profperity, as a good lord 
fhould aft in regard to his fubje£ts. It muft be very 
difpleafing to me, and to you alfo who are my 
faithful fubjefts, that I flionld incur the hatred of 
my lord the king, becaufe I keep with me my 
coufin-german the duke of Brittany^ who at this 
time is not in favour with the court of France ^ 
ftor, in truth, can he place any dependance on hi^ 
taflals of Brittany, through the hatred 6f five or fix 
of his barons. The king infifts that I banifli him . 
my houfe and territories, which would be very ex- 
traordinary. I do not fay but tha:t if I fhould aflill 
jny coufin in oppofition to France, the king might 
have caufe to complain : but I have neither done fr>^ 
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hor have t any fuch inclinations, tt is for thil 
taufe I have affembled you, to explain to you the 
dangers that might happen if you fhould be de-* 
iirous for him to remain with me.* 

They anfwered unanimoufly ; * My lord, we do 
\infh him to remain with you : and we know not 
that prince, however great he may be^ who fhould 
tefolve to make war upon you, but who would find 
in your earldom of Flanders two hundred thoufand 
men completely armed/ 

This reply was very agreeable to the carl of 
Flanders, who faid, ^ My good children, I thank 
you/ The aflembly now broke up j and the earl 
Was fo well pleafed that he gave them permiflion 
to return to their own homes in peace. The earl, 
at ^ proper dme, returned to Bruges in company 
with the duke of Brittany. Things remained in 
this iltuation» The earl was very popular with his ' 
fubjeftS) and the country continued in peace and 
{>rofperity: this, however, did not lafl long, 
through extraordinary wickednefs, which brought 
on great tribulation, as you will hear related in 
this hiftory* ^ 
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CHAP. XV. 

THE DUKfe OF BRITTANY RETIRES iPROM FLANDERS 
TO ENGLAND. — ^^THE YOUNG COUNT DE ST. POL, 
WHILE A PRISONER IN ENGLAND, MARRIES. 

^HE king of France was punftually informed of 
every thing that had paffed, and the fpeech 
which the carl of Flanders had made. He did not 
love him the better for this : but, as he could not 
remedy it, he thought it more prudent to overlook 
it : he declared, however, that the earl was the 
proudeft prince alive. From the king's manner, 
it was vifible he was the lord he would mofl: wil- 
lingly have humbled, both for his pride and for his 
oppofition to his defires. 

The earl of Flanders, notwithftanding the king 
of France had written to fay he was very much 
difpleafed at his keeping the duke of Brittany with 
him, did not fend him away, but entertained him 
as long as he wifhed to ftay, and gave him a hand- 
fome eftablifhment. At laft, the duke was ad- 
vifed to vifit England, which he Iftewife wiflied 
to fee : he took leave of .the earl his coufin, and 
went to Gravclines, where he was met by the carl 
of Salifbury, with five hundred men at arms and 
a thoufand archers, for fear of the french gar- 
rifons, and conduded to Calais : fir Hugh Cal- 
verley, the goveraoi;, received him with all refpeft. 

Whta 
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When the duke had ftaid at Calais five days, 
having a favourable wind, he embarked with the 
earl of Salifbury, and landed at Dover, and from 
thence went to the young king Richard, who re- 
ceived them with much joy ; as did alfo the duke 
of Lancafter, the earls of Cambridge and Buck- 
ingham, and the great barons of England. 

You have before heard how fir Valeran de Lux- 
embourg, the young count de St. Pol, had beeii 
made prifoner in a battle between Ardres and 
Calais, and had been carried to England under 
the king's pleafure, who had purchafed him of the 
lord de Gommegiiies : for the lord de Gommegines 
had fet on foot this expedition, in which the count 
had been made a prifoner by a fquire, a good man 
at arm«, from the country of Gueldres. 

The young count de St. Pol remained long 
time a prifoner in England, without being ran* 
fomed : true it is, that the king of England, dur- 
ing the life-time of the captal de Buch, offered 
him feveral times to the king of France and to his 
allies in exchange for the captal ; but neither the 
king of France nor his council would liften to it, 
nor give up the captal in exchange, to the great 
diflatisfaction of the king of England. 

Things remained for fome time in this fituation. 
The count de St. Pol had an agreeable prifon in 
the beautiful caftle of Windfor, and w^s allowed 
the litierty of amufing himfelf with hawking 
whefreirer he pleafed in the environs of Weft- 
tninft^ and Windfor : he was thus trufted on the 
f^tb 0/ his wpj-d. 

The 
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The princefs, mother of king Richard, refided 
at that time at Windfor, with her daughter, the 
lady Maude, the moft beautiful woman in England* 
The young count de St. Pol and this lady fell 
loyally in love with each other : they frequently 
met at dancings, caroUings, and at other amufe- 
ments; fa that it was fufpedted the young lady 
tenderly loved the count, and (he difcovered the 
whole to her mother. 

A treaty of marriage was then entered into be* 
tween the count de St. Pol and the lady Maudo 
Holland : the count was yanfomed for fix fcore 
thoufand francs ; of which one half was to be re- 
mkted on his marriage, the remainder he was to 
pay. When the treaty had been concluded be- 
tween the young people, the king of England 
granted peripiffion for the count to crofs the fea, 
in order to procure his ranfom, on his promife to 
return within the year. 

The count went to France to fee his friends, 
the i:ing and his coufins of France, the earl of 
Flanders, the duke of Brabant, and alfo duke 
Albert, 

In this year, a cruel charge was laid againft thq 
count de St. Pol : he was accufed of an intention 
to deliver up to the Englifh the ftrong caftle of 
Bouchain. * The king ordered him to be arrefted 
and clofely guarded, declaring that the count iii 
fad meant to have entered into treaties inimical 
towards him ; from which charge the count could 
never clear hiiiifelf. On this occafion alfo, thq 
lord canoii de Robelart, the brd de Vertaing, fir 

James 
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James du Sart and Gerard d'Obies were imprifoned ' 
in the caftle of Mons in Hainault. 
. Tbi&: charge at length came to nothing ; for, 
.the king of France not being able to prove any 
thing againft them, they were fet at liberty. The 
.young, count returned to England, to acquit him.« 
ielf of his engagement to the king, and to marry 
his bride* He paid the fixty thoufand francs ac« 
cording to his obligation, and re-cro0ed the fea, 
but did not enter France^ for the king difUked him 
inuch, 

Th^ counf and count^s went therefore to'refide 
.at the c^le of Han fur Heure, which the lord de 
Moriane, who had married his (ifler, lent them } 
^nd there th^y remained during the life of the 
king of France ; for the count could never regain 
}iis love. 

We will now leave thefe thingSi and return to 
|he a^airs of France, 



CHAP. XVI, 

'^ME DUKE OF ANJOU MAKES WAR ON BRITTAim 
SIR WILLIAM DBS BORPES IS TAKEN PRI- 
SONER BY THE GARRISON OF CHERfiOURG. 

AT this period, all Brittany was armed, as well 

againft the duke as againft the French. S&. 

Ifcral of the |)rincipal towns had a jgood under- 

ftanding; 
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ftandmg ^vith the duke, and wondered he was not 
fcnt for back : there were alfo many knights and 
fquircs of Brittany of the fame opinion; and, by 
means of a treaty, the countefs de PenthieVre, mo- 
ther to the children of Charles de Blois, was not 
averfe to his return. But fir Bertrand du Guef- 
clin, conftable of France, the lords de Cliifon, dc 
I-aval, the vifcount de Rohan and the lord de 
Rochefort kept the country in a ftate of warfare 
with the force fent them from France. At Pon- 
torfon, St. Malo, and in that neighbourhood, were 
great numbers of men at arms from France, Nor- 
mandy, Auvergne, and Burgundy, who committed 
very great devaftations. 

The duke of Brittany, who was in' England, 
received full information of all this, and that the 
duke of Anjou, who refided at Angers, was car- 
rying the war into his country : he heard alfo that 
the principal towns bad armed themfelves againft 
the French, as well as feveral knights and fquires, 
in hi? name, fpr which he felt himfelf much 

obliged. 

But, notwithftanding all thefe favourable fymp- 
toms, he was afraid to return to Brittany with full 
confidence in them, for he was always fufpicious 
of fome treafon : neither did his own council, the 
king of England, nor duke of Lancafter advife 
him to go thither. 

Sir William des Bordes maintained the garrifons 
in Normandy and Valognes of which he was cap- 
tain: he had with him the deputy f<fnefchal of Eu, 
fir William ]VIarceI, fir Eraque .de Br^quemont, the 

lord 
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lord de Torcy, fir Perceval d'Ayneval, the begue 
d*Yury, fir Lancelot de Lorris, with many other 
knights and fquires, who, day and night, em* 
ployed their thoughts in devifing how they could 
damage Cherbourg, of which fir John Harleftone 
was governor. 

The garrifon of Cherbourg made as frequent 
Tallies as they pleafed ; for they could do fo without 
any one knovnng of it, through the extenfive foreft 
with which they were furrounded. They had 
made a road through the wood in fuch a manner 
that they could overrun part of Normandy without 
danger from the French. 

It fell out that both garrifons made an excurfiaa 
the fame day without the knowledge of each other, 
and by accident met at a place called Pafloy es 
Bois. When they met, like knights and fquires 
defirous of fighting, they all difmounted except fir 
Lancelot de Lorris, who remained on horfeback, 
his lance in its reft, and his target on his neck, 
^equefting a tilt in honour of his lady. 

Several heard his demand ; for there were alfo 
^mong the Englifh fome knights and fquires who 
had bound themfelves in like manner by vows of 
love to their ladies. I believe it was fir John 
Copeland, a hardy knight, who accepted his chal- 
lenge, llien, fpurring their horfes, they charged 
jeach other ve;7 gallantly, and gave dreadful blows 
on their targets. Sir Lancelot was, however, fo 
feverely (truck by the englifli knight that his fhield 
3nd other armour \yere pierced through, and him- 
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fclf mortally wounded. It was a gre^t pity, for 
he was an expert knight, young, handfome, and 
much in love. He was there and elfewhere finr 
p^ely lamented. 

. The French and Englifh then attacked ^ch 
other, fighting hand to hand. On the part of the 
French, fir William de5 Bordes, the deputy fe- 
liefchal of Eu, fir William Marcel, fir Braque de 
Braquemont, and the others, fhewed themfelve^ 
good knights, and fought manfully. Sir John 
Harleftone, fir Philip Picourde, fir John B.urley, 
fir John Copeland^ and the reft of the Englilh be- . 
haved as well ; and, from their fuperior fighting, 
they at laft won the day. The french knights and 
fquires were either taken or flain : in particular, a 
fquire from Hainault, called William de Beaulieu, 
and fir William des Bordes were made prifoners. 
They were condufted to Cherbourg, where they 
met fir Oliver du Guefclin, whp was a prifonej;* 
,alfo. 

Thus ended this bufinefs, as I was informed* 
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CHAP. xvn. 

fTEOFFRY TETE-KOIR AND AIMERIGOT MARCEL^ 
CAPTAINS ATTACHED TO ENGLAND, TAKE 
SEVERAL STRONG PLACES IN AUVERGNE AND 
LIMOUSIN FROM THE FRENCH. 

TTHERE happened daily in Auvergne and li^ 
moufin feats of arms, and wonderful enter- 
prizes; more efpecially in the neighbourhood of 
the caftle of Ventadour in Auvergne, which is one 
of the ftrongeft places in all that country. It was 
fold or betrayed to the moft cruel of all Bretons, 
called Geoflfry T6te-noir. I will relate how this 
happened. 

The count de Ventadour de Montpenfier was an 
ancient knight and honourable man, who no 
longer took part in the wars, but remained peace- 
ably in his caftle : this knight had a fquire or 
varlet, called Ponce du Bois, who had ferved him 
for a length of time without having profited much 
by his fervice : feeing that henceforward he fhould 
have no opportunities of gaining riches, he deter- 
jnined, by bad advice, to enrich himfclf, and in 
confequence entered into a fecret treaty with 
iGeofFry Tete-noir, who refided in Limoufm, to 
deliver up the caftle of Ventadour to him for the 
{urn of fix thoufand francs. This was agreed to ; 
but he h^d had inferted among the conditions that no 

harm 
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harm fiiould be done to his mafter, the count dc 
Ventadour, and that he fhould be put out of his 
caftle in a courteous manner, and that every thing 
of his fliould be reftored to him. 

This was complied with, for the Bretons and 
Englifh who entered the caftle did not in the 
fmalleft degree hurt the count nor his people, and 
only retained the ftores and artillery, of which 
there were great plenty. 

The count de Ventadour went to refide at Mont- 
pcnfier*, with his wife and children, beyond Aigue- 
perfe in Auvergne. 

■Geoffry Tetc-noir and his troops kept poffeflibn 
of Ventadour ; from whence they ravaged the 
country, and took many ftrong caftles in Auvergne, 
Rouergue, Limoufm, C^ercy, Gevaudan, Bigorre, 
and in the Agenois, one after the other. 

With this Geoffry Tete-noir, there were other 
captains, who performed many excellent de€ds of 
arms, as Aimerigot Marcel, a limoufin fquire at* 
tached to the englifli party, who took the ftrong 
caftle of Gaffuriel, fituated in the bifhoprick of 
Clermont in Auvergne ; from whence the above^ 
mentioned Aimerigot and his companions overran 
the country at their pleafure. Capt^ns of other 
caftles were alfo in his company^ fuch ^s the bourg 
Calart, the bourg Anglois, the bourg de Cham- 
pagne, Raymond de Force, a Gafcon, and Peter 
de Beam, a Bearnois. 

^- _a. ^ !■■- ■ ■ ■ —* -ii.-w-i-rT- -■ ■ ■ -■ — 1—1 -!—-■■■■■- ■ i-i I I iin i i ^mj _■ i.^_^ 

* Montpenfier, — a town in Auvergne, diocefe of Clermppt, 
near Aigueperle. 
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Aimerigot made one day an excurfion, with 
only twelve companions, to feek adventures : they 
took the road towards Aloife, near St. Elour, 
which has a handfome cadle in the biihoprick of 
Clermont : they knew the caftle was only guarded 
by the porter. A$ they were riding filently to- 
wards Aloife, Aimerigot fpies the porter fitting on 
the trunk of a tree wichoutfide of the cadle : a 
Breton, who fliot extraordinarily well with a crofs- 
bow, fays to him, * Would you like to have that 
porter killed at a (hot ?* * Yes,' replied Aimerigot j 
* and I beg you will do fo.' The crofs-bowman 
fhoots a bolt, which he drives into the porter's 
head, and knocks him down: the porter, feeling, 
himfelf mortally* wounded, regains the gate, which 
he attempts to (hut, but cannot, and falls down 
dead. 

* Aimerigot and his companions haden to the 
caftle, which they enter by the wicket, and fee the 
porter lying dead and his wife diftraded befide 
him : they do her no harm, but enquire where the 
cqnftable of the caftle is : Ihc replies that he is at 
Clermont. They promife to fpare her life, if (he 
will give them the keys of the caftle and of the 
dungeon ; which when (he has done, for (he could 
not any way defend herfelf, they (hut her out, 
having given her what belonged to her, and indeed 
as much as (he could carry away. 

3he went to St. Flour, which is but a fcague 
oflf : the inhabitants were much frightened, as well 
as all the adjoining country, when they heard that 
Aloife was become £ngli(h. 

Soon 
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Sooii after this, Aimerigot Marcel re-captttted 
the ftrong caftle of Balon by fuiprife ; the gover* 
nor was afleep in the great tower^ When he fcaled 
the walls, for the place was not eafy to be taken 
hf force ; but^ by means of thid tower^ the cafUe 
might be gained 

Aimerigot J therefore, thought c€ a fiibtle trick : 
having pofleiTion of the father and motHer of the 
governor, he ordered them to be led in fight of 
the tower^ making every preparation to behead 
them, if the fon did not furrender himfelf. Thefe 
good people thought they were inftantly to be 
murdered, and cried out to their fon to take com<^ 
pafGon on them, bewailing mod lamentably their 
unfortunate lot. 

The governor was much affeded : he could not 
fuffer his parents to be put to death : he therefore 
furrendered the tower, when the whole family 
were thruft out* of the caftle. Thus did Balon 
belong to the Englifh, a circumftance which, in its 
confequences, much haraffed the country } for all 
forts of people who wrflied to do evil retired thither, 
or to Caffuriel, two leagues from Limoges, to 
Carlat, to Aloife, to Ventadour, or to fome other 
fuch caftlesf. 

When thefe garrifons were all collefted in a 
body, they might amount to five or fix hundred 
lances : they overran the whole country, and the 
territories of the count dauphin d'Auvergne, fi- 
• tuated at no great diftance from their garrifon ; 
for none ventured to oppofe them when thus col- 
led'cd together. It is true, the lord de Chupier 

wad 
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#is 1 ^eat enemy to them ; as were the iord cfe 
tbrterel ahd the baftard de Forterel, his brotheri 
lind a fquire from the Bourbonnois called Gor- 
domes. This Gotdomes, one day meeting Aime- 
tigot Marcel, by a gallant exploit, took him pri- 
foner, and ranfomed him for five thoiifand francs : 
fo much did he gain for him. Thus was the war 
carried on in Aiivergne^ Limoufin and the adjoining 
Countries^ 



CHAP. XVIII. 

X SCHISM IN THE CHURCH. THE CAUSE Oi? IT# 

— THE BRETONS MAKE WAR ON THE ROMANS 
THE QUEEN OF NAPLES GIVES UP HER TER- 
RITORIES TO I'OPE CLEMENT VII. 
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T HAVE been a long while filent on the afeif s of 
the church : I now return to them, for it is be- 
(:omc neceffary. You have before heard how the 
cardinals^ to appeafe the roman populace, who were 
very much enraged againft them, had chofen for 
pope the archbifliop of Bari, whofe name, beforo. 
his elevation 5 was Bartholomew Prignano : he aft 
terwards affumed that of Urban VI. and gave in- 
dulgences according to the ufual cuftom. 

The cardinals intended, on a proper opportunity, 
to make another eleftion : for this pope, being cho- 
leric and obftinate, was neither profitable to the in 
nor to the church 5 fo that when he found himfelf 

invefted 
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Jnvefted with the powers of papacy, in confequencof 
of which paany princes of Chriftendom had written 
to him tcf acknowledge their obedience, he became 
vei'y haughty, and defirous of retrenching the 
powers of the cardinals, and depriving them ef fe- 
veral of their rights and accuftamed prerogatives* 

This condufl: was highly difpleafing to them: 
they held a meetings and declared that he would 
never do them any fetvice, and was befide unfit to 
govern the Chriflian world. Several propofed to 
eledl another, more wife and prudent, and better 
able to govern the church. The whole body were 
eager foi^ this, more efpecially that cardinal who 
was afterwards elefted pope* 

During the whole fummer, the affair continued 
in fufpenfe ; for thole who wifhed a new ek£tioi> 
dared not publicly declare their intentions for fear 
of the Romans. About the time of the vacations^ 
many cardinals left Rome to amufe themfelves in 
different places in the neighbourhood. Urban 
went to a city cailed Tivoli, where he remained a 
confiderable time. During thefe vacations or terms, 
(that lafted riot long^ for there were many cltrgy 
from different parts of the world at Rome, waiting 
for graces which had been promifed, fome of whom 
had been collated to churches,) the refradory car- 
dinals affembled to eleft a pope, and their unani- 
mous choice fell on fir Robert de Geneva, fon to 
the count of Geneva, whofe firft promotion had 
been to the bifhoprick of Terouenne, then to the 
archbiflioprick of Cambray, and at laft cardinal of 
Geneva. The greater number of cardinals attended 

this 
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AIs eledioh. The new pope took tlie name of 
Clement, 

At this period, Silveder Budes^ a valiant knight 
froih Brittany, was in the country near Rome, and 
had under him upwards of two thoufand Bretons^ 
who in the late years had done much againft the 
Florentines, whotn pope. Gregory had made war 
Upon and excommunicated for their rebellibn ; but, 
through- the interceffion of Silvefter Budes, they 
bad been pardoned. 

Pope Clement and the cardinals of his party, fent 
fecretly for him and his troops. He marched di- 
reftly into the ftrong caftle of St* Angelo, in the 
village of St. PAer, the better to check the Romans- 
Pope Urban, and the cardinals attached to him 
were afraid to quit Tivoli, though they very much 
wiflied it, on account of thefe Bretons ; for they 
were determined men, who murdered all whom 
they met in oppofition to them. 

The Romans, on finding how dangeroufly they 
were fituatcd, fent for other foldiers, Germans and 
Lombards, who daily fkirmifhed with the Bretons. 
Clement granted indulgences to all the clergy who 
wiflied for them, and publiflied his eledion througlK 
out the world. 

When king Charles of France was informed of 
this, he was much afloniflied : he fummoned his 
brothers and all tlie great barons, the prelates, the 
reftor and principal doftors of the univerfity of 
Paris, to know which of the two popes, the firft or 
the laft, he ought to pay obedience to. This 
matter was not foon determined, for the clergy were 
. Vol. V. G of 



oF divided opinions : but, in the ettd, alf tlie ptft-** 
lates in France inclined to Clement, as did thfej 
king^s brothers and the majority of the univerfity 
of Paris. The king received fo much inftrudion. 
and information at this aflembly from the moft 
learned of the clergy, that he put himfelf under the- 
obedience of Clement, whom he held for the true 
and loyal pope. Me then pubMfhed an cdidfe 
throughout his realm for every perfon to Gonfider 
Clement as pope, and to obey him as a god upon- 
earth. 

The king of Spain was of the fame opinicm ; a^ 
tvere the eatl of Savoy, the duke of Milan arid the 
queen of Naples. 

Clement having gained the king of France, hi& 
caufe acquired great credit ; for the kingdom of 
France is the fountain of faith and of excellence^ 
from the gfand churches which are eftablifhed 
there and the noble prelatures. 

Charles of Bohemia, king of Germany and em- 
peror of Rome, was ftill living ^ he refided at 
Prague in Bohemia^ where he had heard of all thefe 
things to his great aftoniflHnent. Howevef, his 
empire of Germany, excepting the biflioprick of 
Trefl:*, was fo ftrongly inclined in their faith to 
Urban, that they would not heaf mention made of 
another. The emperor diffembled as long as he 
lived, and replied fo courteoufly, whenever any 
converfation pafled on this fubjeft, that his barons 
and prela;tes were quite fatisfied. Kotwithftanding 



♦ Trea. Q. TrenU 

thia. 



8^ 

triis, tKe ishurches m the empire obeyed ttrbatl J 
but the whole of Scotland acknowledged Clementi 

Eatl Lewis of Flaridets oppf effed vety much the 
Clementifts in Brabant, Hainault and Liege ; foi 
lie was a determined Urbaniftj and faid that thi« 
pope had been fcandaloufly treated. The earl wa$ 
fo much believed and loved in the* parti where he 
i-efided, that on his fole account, the churches and 
landholders followed his opinion. But thofe of 
Hainault, with the churches and their appendages, 
as well as their fovereign, called Albert, remained 
neuter, and obeyed neither one nor other of the 
popes ; for which reafon the archbifliop of Cam- 
bray at that time, called John, loft hi^ temporalis 
ties in Hainault. 

Pope Clement^ about this time^ feiit the cardinal 
de Poitiers, a very prudent and wife man, to France, 
Hainault, Flanders and Brabant, to preach and td 
inftruft the people j for he had been prefent at the 
firft conclave, and could well explain that through 
fear they had eleded the archbifliop of Bari to the 
papacy. 

The king of France, his brothers and the pre- 
lates of that realm, received him very gracioufly^ 
and liftened attentively to his words and doftrines, 
which feemed to carry truth with them^ and to be 
of a nature to engage their whole faith* On leav^ 
ing France, he went %o Hainault, where he was re-* 
ceived with joy. He was alfo received in the 
fame manner by the duke and duchefs of Brabant, 
but gained nothing more. He thought of calling 
at Liege on his return, but was advifed to the con- 

G 2 trary, 
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trary, aSid therefore returned to Toirrnay, intericli 
ing to vifit Flanders from thence^ and converfe with 
the earl : however, he did not ; for it was fignified 
to him from the earl, that he would have nothing 
to fay to him, confidering Urban as pope, and in 
that opinion would live and die. 

The cardinal went from Tournay to Vakncidnties^ 
ind.-firom thente to Catnbray, where he ftaid ^ 
long time in hopes of receiving good news. 

Thus was the thriftian world divided, and thd 
thurchf & differed in regard to which was the legal 
popev Urban had the larger number; but the 
inoft profitable in revenue and obedience fell to 
Clement. 

Clement, by the advice of his cardinals, fent to 
have the palace at Avignon prepared for him ; for 
it was his intention to retire thither as' foon as hei 
was able. In the interim, he refided at ^ondi^ 
where he granted his indulgences to all fu'ch clergy 
as were defirous of having them. 

Large bodies of foldiers occdpled the plains and 
villages near Rome, and made war upon that city 
and the village of St. Peter,* .which they attacked 
day and night ; whilft thofe who were in the caftlef 
of St. Angek) gave much difturbance to the Ro- 
mansrf The inhabitants^ having ftrengthened them- 
felves by many german foldiers, collcfted together^ 
and in one day conquered the village of St. Peter : 
fach Bretons as were able, fecured themifelves in 
the caftle of St. Ahgelo ; but they were fo much 
haraffed, as to furrender the caftle on having their 
lives fpared, and retreat towards Fondi, and to th^ 

fiac 
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flat country thereabouts. The Romans difmantled 
the caftle of St. Angelo, and burnt the village of 
St. Peter. 

When (ir Silvefter Budes who was ftill in that 
country heard that his people had loft the village 
of St. Peter and the caftle of St. Angelo, he was 
much vexed, and thought how he could revenge 
himfelf on the Romans. He learnt from his fpies, 
that the principal perfons from the city were ta 
meet in council at the capitol ; upon which he 
planned an enterprize of men at arms^ whom he 
had retained near him, and rode that day through 
bye roads to Rome, which he entered by the gate 
leading to Naples. On his arrival, he made di« 
reftly for the capitol, and came there fo opportunely 
that the council had juft left their hall, and were in 
the fquarre. Thefe Bretons, couching their fpears 
and fpurring their horfes, charged the Romans full 
gallop, and flew and wounded numbers of the 
principal perfons of the city. Among thofe that 
lay dead in the fquare, were feven banners and two 
hundred other rich men : a great many more were 
wounded. 

When the Bretons had performed this exploit, 
they retreated, as it was evening : they were not 
purfued, on account of the night, and becaufe the 
Romans were fo frightened that they could only 
attend on their friends. They paffed the night ia 
great anguifli of heart, burying the dead, and tak- 
ing care of the wounded. 

The next morning, they bethought themfelves of 
^ a^ of cruelty, which they put into e:{^ecution : 
/- thev 
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they attacked the poor clergy lyho refided ij^^ 
Rome, aijd who had not been guilty of the fmalleft 
fault, flew and wounded upwards of three hundred j 
but, in particular, they fhewed no mercy to any 
Bretons who fell intp their hands. . 

In this miferable fituation was Rome and its 
neighbourhood^ on account of two popes ^ and 
thofe who had not been any way concerned in ^hq 
biifinefs paid dearly for it. 

Pope Clement and his cardinals refidqd at Fondly 
wh^re the qu^en of JJaples came to vifit and encou- 
rage him y for flie and her fubjefts were attached 
to him as pope, and anxious to fupport him as fuch* 
. The queeTi of ^aples* had entertained an ide^ 
for a confiderabie time of fprrcndexing the king^ 
(iom of Sicily and county of Provence, which werq 
dependencies on her crown, into the hands of the: 
pope, for him- to giye according to his will, as an 
inheritance, to any prince of high birth in France,, 
but who muft haye the m^ans of defending h^xt 
againft thofe of the houfe of Hungary, whom fliQ 
paortally hated, 

On the queen's arriyal at Fondi, fhe humbled 
herfelf before the pope, and, having coiifeffed her- 
felf to him? related all her affairs witboqt difguife^ 
jidding ; * Holy father, I poflefs feveral great an4 
noble inheritances ; the kingdoms of Naples an4 
►icily, la Puglia, Calabria, and the county of 
Vovence, Jn tryth, king I^ewis of* Sicily, duke of 



* The queen of Naples^ — the celebrated Joan. Her hiftoiy 
U differently reUted (coin ^coi^ci'^ 4CC0i^» .... . . . j 
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U Puglia and Calabria, my father, during his lifcr 
time, acknowledged holding thefe territories from 
the church, and, taking my hand on his death-bed^ 
faid to me ; ^ My good child, you are heirefs of a 
very extenfive and rich country ; and I believe that 
piany princes will endeavour to obtain you for ^ 
wife on account of the handfome territories you 
will poffefs. Now, I would recommend you to 
follow my advice, which is, to unite yourfelf with 
^ powerful prince, who will be able to keep your 
kingdoms in peace ; and fhould it fo happen that^ 
through God's will, you have not any heirs, yield 
to whoever may be at the time pope all your terri- 
tories ; for king Robert, my father, fo charged m« 
on his death-bed, which is the reafon, my dear 
daughter, I order you fo to do, and difcharge my- 
fclf from it/ Holy father, I promifed to comply 
with his wiihes, and pledged my faith, in th$ pre^ 
fence of all who were iu the chamber, to fulfil his 
laft requeft, 

* In truth, holy father, after his deceslfe, with th^ 
confent of the nobles of Sicily and Naples, I wediied 
Andrew of Hungary, brother to Lewis king of 
Hungary, by whom I had not any children j for 
Jie died a young man, at Aix in Provence*. , 

* After his de^tha they married mp to Charles 



V 



* She had \^\m murdered^ and thrown out of a window ^ 

# 

Averfa, where he lay for feveral days, and waa at laft interred 
fecretly by his nurfe, who was very fond of him, arid a canon ctf 
jgt. Januariiis, in the cathedral of Naples. 7he whole tale whidi 
^ jjjj5 fcl^Xep. 19 yery ijicprreft. ; 
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prince of Taranto, by whom I had a daughter* 
The king of Hungary, being angry that his bro- 
ther died, made war on my hufband, the lore! 
Charles, and took from him la Puglia and Calabria: 
he alfo made him prifoner in battle, carried him to 
Hungary, where he died during his confinenfient. 

< After this, with the confent of my nobility, t 
t^as united to James king of Majorca, who went to 
France for the lord Louis de Navarre to come and 
marry my daughter, but he died on the road. The 
king of Majorca left me with the intention to re- 
conquer his kingdom of Majorca, which the king 
of Arragon kept from him by force ; for he had 
put his father to death in prifon, and difinherited 
the fon. I told the king, my hufband, that I was 
fufficiently rich to maintain him in as pompous a 
ftile as he fliould pleafe ; but he iiififted fo much, 
and gave fuch plaiifibk reafons for recovering his 
inheritance, that I confented, with a Half willing 
mind, for him to aft as he pleafed ; but, 'on hii 
departure, I particularly enjoined him to go to king 
Charles of France, and explain to hiihhis bufinefsi 
and to follow what hie fliould advi/e : this, how- 
ler, he totally nefglefted to do, and ill cohfe- 
quences refulted from it ; for he went to tke princi 
of Wales, iii whom he had greater confidence than 
|n the king of France, who is my relation, and who 
promifed to affift him in his undertaking, 

* However, during the tirne he was on Ihis expe- 
dition, I wrote and fcnt anibafladors to the king of 
France, to defire he would fend me a nobleman 6{ 
title blood ro^al, to whom I might give;my daughteij, 
'*^^^ ^ ' \^ '' ' ■ ' ' ^■' ' that' 
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tiut oiir territories (hould not be without heirs* 
The king of France attended to my propofals, fop 
which I thank him, and fent me his coufm Robert 
d'Artois, whom I married to my daughter. 
. ^ Holy father, my hulband, the king of Majorca, 
died during his expedition : I then married the 
lord Otho of Brunfwick. The lord Charles Du< 
tazzo, feeing that the lord Otho would enjoy my 
inheritance during my life, made war upon us, and 
took u^ prifoners in the Caftle del Ovo, when the 
fea was fo high that it feemed to cover us. We 
were all fo much frightened that we furrendercd 
ourfelves, on our lives being fpared. The lord 
Charles detained in prifon my hufband, myfelf, my 
daughter and her hufband fo long chat the two lall 
died. We gained our liberty afterwards by a treaty, 
which gave up to him la Puglia and Calabria ; and 
he now looks to inherit Naples, Sicily and Pro- 
vence ; for which reafon he feeks alliances every 
Inhere, and will fet afide the rights of the church 
^ foon as 1 (hall be dead, or at lead he will do 
every thing in his power to accomplifli it. 

* Wherefore, holy father, as I wifli to acquit my- 
felf towards God, you, and the fouls of my prede-* 
ceffors, I now place in your hands all the territories 
which belong to me, of Sicily, Naples, la Puglia, 
Calabria and ^rovence, and give them up to you 
to difpofe of to whomfoever fhall be to you the moft 
agreeable, and who fhall be abje to conquer them 
from our enemy Charles Dura:5zo,* 

Pope Clement heard this fpeech with pleafure, 
ipd received the gift io great reverence, replying, 

•My 






9f> 

^ My daughter of Naples, we will take fuch mea^t 
fures that your territories fl^U have an heir of your 
iipble and powerful bloody and who fhall b^ iully 
fkhh to refift all who may wifh to oppofe hio)/ i 
. Public and authentic acts were drawn up of all 
diefe gifts, fo that they might in future eftzJjliih th6 
right, and make every thing clear to thofc w^o il^ 
^mes to come may bear of them % f 
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CHAP. XIX. 

POPE CLEMENT GOES TO AYIGNON. HE MAKE* 

THE DUKE OF ANJOU MAGNIFICENT PRE- 

. SENTS.- — SIR SILVESTER BUDES AND HIS COM? 
PANIONS ARE BEHEADED. 

• 

T^HEN the queen of Naples and the lord Othci 
of Brunfwick had concluded with the pope, 
the objeft of their journey to Fondi, and had re* 
maincd there to amufe themfelves as long a& they 
fchofe, they took leave, and returned to. Naples^ 
Pope Clement thought it would not be for his ad^ 
vantage to remain longer fo near Rome. Having 
Jearnt that Urban and the Romans were labouring 
hard to gain the love of the Neapolitans and the 
lord Charles Durazzo, he was alarmed left tht 
roads to Avignon Ihould be fo blocked up by fed 
and land that he would not get thither, which he 
^as very d^lirous to accomplifti. 
• ^ , . • 

* For further account^ of h^jr life^ feei^£a^le*<» di^^nary^ « 

V • Wha^ 



m 

. What made him the mofe eager to arrive i4f 
^vignon was his wifli to prefent as a gift, without 
prejudice or violation, thofe rights which the queen 
pf Naples had given him over the kingdoms of Nat 
pies and Sicily, to the duke of Anjou, and which 
)iad been legally figned and fealed* 

Up therefore prudently arranged his affairs ia 
{ecret, and embarked on board the galleys which 
bad been fent from Arragon, attended by his car« 
dinals and their families ; having favourable winds^ 
they arrived, without accident ^ at Marfeilles, to tha 
great joy of the people in thofe parts : thence the 
pope went to Avignon, and fent information of hit 
arrival to the king of France and his brothers^ who 
were much plealed thereat. 

The duke of Anjou, who at that time refided at 
Touloufe, waited on him. The pope, immediately 
on his arrival, prefented him with all thofe powert 
^ith which the queen of Naples had invefted hiou 

The duke of Anjou, who was ever ambitious to 
\>e pofleiTed of honours and large poiTeffions, ro- 
ceived thefe gifts mod gratefully, and accepted them 
for himfelf and his heirs, telling his hodinefs, that; 
^ foo|^ as he was able, he would vifit thofe coun« 
tries, with fuch a tbrce as ihould enable him to refift 
^1 the enani^s of the queen of Naples. The duke 
remained with the pope about fifteen, days,, and 
j^hen returned to Touloufe to the duchefs an$i his 
<;hildren# The pope g^ye the command of his men 
at arms to fir Bernard de laSaUe and to FlQrimo]l4 
piaejrier. 

Jii this peri9d» ther^ wu in Tufcany a tigkti ii^ 
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Kant engUQi knight, called fir John HawkWooJ*, 
nrho had there performed ihany moft gallant decda 
ef arms : he had left Prance at the conclufion of 
the peace of Bretigny, and was at that time a poor 
knight, who thought it would not be of any advan- 
tage to him to return home ; but when he faw, that 
by the treaties, all men at arms would be forced to 
feave France, he put himfelf at the head of thofe 
free companies called Late-comers, and marched 
into Burgundy* Several, fuch companies, com* 
pofed of Englifli, Gafcons, Bretons, Germans, and 
of men from every nation, were coUeded there- 
Hawkwood was one of the principal leaders, with 
Bricquet and Carnelle, by whom the battle of Brig-* 
nais was fought, and who aided Bernard de la Salle 
to take rhe Pont du St. Efprit. 
* When they had haraffed the country for fome 
time, the marquis de Montferrat made a treaty with 
them to affift him in his war with the lords of Milan* 
This marquis led them over the Alps, after he had 
paid them fixty thoufand francs, of which Hawk* 
wood received, for himfelf and his troops, tea 
ihoufand. 

When they had finiflied the war for the marquis^ 
the greater part of them returned to France j fof 
fir Bertrand du Guefclin, the lords de la Marche, 
de Beaujeu, and fir Arnold d'Andreghen marihal 



* Sir John Hawkwood. For an account of him, fee vol. vi, 
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of the Bibliotheca Topographica Britannica, where there is a 
life of him, his engraved portrait and tomb. See alfo Mit 
Shepherd's IJfe of Poggio Bracciolini. _ ^ 
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ht t'fance, wiflied to lead them into Spaing td 
don Henry de Traftamare, againft don Pedro king 
bf Spain. 

Sir John, Hawkwood stnd his comjJanions re- 
mained in Italy, and Were employed by pope Urbail 
as long as he lived in his wars in the Milanefe. 
Pope Gregory, fucceffor to Urban^ engaged hini 
m the fame manner. 

Sir John had alfo a profitable employment, un- 
3ef the lord de Coucy, againft the count de Vertus 
and his batons j in which, fome fay, the lord de 
Coucy would have been flain, if fir John liawk- 
Wood had not come to his affiftance with five hun- 
dred combatants, which he was folely induced to 
do becaufe the Jord de Coiicy had married one of 
. the king of England's daughters. This fir Johli 
Hawkwood was a knight much inured to war, 
ivhich he had long followed, and had gained great 
tenown in Italy from his gallantry. 

The Romatis, therefore, and Urban, who called 
himfelf popCj refolved, on Clement leaving Italy, td 
fend for Hawkwood, and appoint him commander 
in chief of all their forces t they made him larg^ 
offers of retaining him and his whole troop at a 
handfome fubfidy, which he accepted, and acquitted 
himfelf loyally for it* 

In company with the Romans, he defeated a 
large body of Bretons under the command of 
Silvefter Budes ; the greater part of whom w^re 
either flain or taken : Silvefter Budes was carried 
J)rifoner to Rome, where he was in great danger of 
being beheaded. To fay the truth, it would hav6 

been 
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been rtiore for his honour', and for that of hit 
friends, had he been fo the day he was brought 
there ; for he and another fquire of Brittany, called 
William Boileau^ were afterwards beheaded in the 
city of Mafcon by order of pope dlement. They 
were fufpeSed of treachery, on account of having 
efcaped frbni the prifons in Rome, no oiie knew 
how, and had come to Avignon, where they were 
arrefted. 

The cardinal of Amiens was the author of their 
arreft j for he hated them ever fince the wars in 
Italy, when they had killed fome of his baggage-^ 
horfeSj and feized a large quantity of money and 
gold and filver plate, which Silvefter had diftri^ 
buted among Ijiis followers, by way of payj being 
unable otherwife to fatisfy them. The cardinal was' 
much enraged at this condudl, and fecretly charged 
them with treafon. On their arrival at Avignon,^ 
they were feized, and accufed of treacheroufly in*' 
tending to betray the pope : they were then fent 
to Mafcon, when both were inftantly beheaded. 

In this ftate wefre affairs in thofe diftant countries. 
Sir Bertrand du Guefclin was indignant againft the 
pope and cardinals on account of the death of his 
coufin Siivefter Bddes ; and, if he had lived a little? 
longer, ha Would have fhewn, or have caufed it tor 
have been fhewn them, that it was tety difpleafing 
to him^ 

We will, for the prefent, leave thefe matters, and 
fpeak ot the war in Flanders, which began about 
this time. The people were very murderous and 
cruel, and multitudes ' were ilain or driven out of 

the 
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tiie Coxtnttfi The country itfelf was fo macli 
tuined that it was faid a hundred years would not 
jt'eftore it to the Atuation it was in before the war# 



CHAP. XX. 

trtE STATE OF FLAXDERS BEFORE THE WAR.—^* 
THE CAUSES OF THE DISPUTES BETtVEEX THit 

feARL OF FLANDERS AND THE FLEMINGS. 

JOHN LYON II^TRODUCES THE DISTINCTION OF 
WHITE IlOOJbS. 

"DEFORE the commencement of thefe wars In 
Flanders, the country was fo fertile, and every 

.thing in fuoh abundance, that it was marvellous ta 
fee; and the inhabitants of the principal towns 

lived in very grand ftate* 

You mull know, that this virar originated in tte 
pride and hatred that feveral of the chief towns bore 
to each other: thofe of Ghent againft thofe of 
Bruges j and others in like manner, vying with each 
other through envy. However, this could not 
have created a war without the confent of their lord 

,the earl of Flanders, who was fo much loved and 

.feared that no one dared to anger him. 

The earl, being wife and prudent, carefully 
avoided encouraging a war between his vaffals j for 
he forefaw, that if any difference fhould arife bc- 
tween him and them, he would be much weakened 
atnd lefs formidable to his neighbours. He carefully 

. avoided war for another reafon, confidering jt as 

deftrudke 
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ticftruftivc tb all poffeflions, althougft kt laft he 
vras forced to it : he had hitherto reigned in great 
Jirofperity and peace, and had as many pleafurei 
and-en^oyments as any earthly lord can have. 

The wars which enfued were caufcd by fo trifling 
an event, that if the earl had pofleffed any pru- 
dence, it ought not to have produced that eflFeS ; 
and thofe who read this book, or who may have it 
read to them, will fay, that it was the work of the 
devil. You know wife men think the devil, whoi 
is fubtle and full of artifice, labours night and day 
to caufe warfare wherever he finds peace and har- 
mony, and feeks by diftant means, and by degrees, 
how to accomplifh his ends. And thus it fell oat 
in Flanders, as you will clearly fee and learn from 
the different treaties and ordinances which follo^ir 
relative to thefc matters. 

During the time that earl Lexii^is of Flanders was 
in his greateft profperity, there was a citizen of 
Ghent called John Lyon : he was wife, fubtle and 
bold, but cruel, enterprifing anid cool in bufineft, 
and very much in favout with the earl, as it fhould 
feem j for he employed him to aflaflinate, in a fe- 
cret way, a man of Ghent, that was difagreeable to 
him, and who afted contrary to the wiflies of the 
earl. John Lyon fought a quarrel with him, and 
killed him. 

This man was greatly lamented by all } and, for 
grief of what he had done, John Lyon went and 
refided at Douay, where he lived for three years; 
keeping a handfome ftate, for which the earl paid. 

John Lyon, on account of this murder, was in- 

ftantly 



97 

ftandy deprived of every thing he had in the dty 
of Ghent^ and banifhed from it for four years. ^ 

The earl managed fo as to make up the matter 
and recover for him the freedom he had loft of 
Ghent, which was a circumftance not before heard 
of, and feveral in Ghent and^ Flanders were much 
aftoniflied at it, but fo it happened. In addition 
to this, the earl, that he might enrich himfelf and 
live well, made him deacon of the pilots : this office 
might be worth to him a thoufand francs a-year, 
doing honeftly his duty. Thus was John Lyon fy 
much in the good graces of the earl that no one 
was equal to him. 

At this time, there was a family in Ghent called 
the Matthews : they were feven brothers, and the 
moft confiderable of all the pilots. Among thefe 
feven brothers was one named Gilbert Matthew^ 
who was rich, wife, fubtle, and more enterprizing 
than any of his family. This Gilbert bore in fecrct 
a great hatred to John Lyon, becaufe he faw him 
fo much in favour with the earl ; and he occupied 
his thoughts, day and night, how he could fup* 
plant him. He fometimes inclined to have him 
flain by his brothers, but gave it up for fear of the 
earl. He thought fo much on this fubjed that at 
Jaft he hit upon a plan to accoraplifli it : however, 
I will firft tell you the real caufe why they hated 
each other, that you may the more fully under- 
ftand it. 

There exifted formerly, in the town of Deynfe, 
^ mortal hatred between two pilots and their fami« 
lies : one was called Peter Guillon, aud the other 
. VoL^V. H John 
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John Bafb^. G ilb^rt Matthew and hi$ brptlief ^ 
were connected by blood to one of thefe families^ 
and John Lyon, by fimilar tie», to the other. This 
hatred was for a long time nouri/hed in fecret, 
though they fometiine^ f}>oke, and even eat and 
drank with each other ; and Gilbert niade more, of 
this connexion than John Lyon did. Cilbert, 
without ftrlking a blow, bethought himfelf of a 
cunning contrivance. 

The eari of Flanders refided fometimes at Gh^pt: 
Gilbert, duriing thefe refi4enc€&, got acqu^nted 
with on% 6f the earrs chamberlains, who was at* 
tached to his perfon, and faid to him ; ' If my lord 
of Flanders pleafed, he might gain, every year, a 
handfome revenue from the pilots, who now pay 
nothing : it might b^ levied on the foreign trade^ 
provided John Lyon, who is deacon of the pilots, 
would acquit' himfelf honeftly.* The chamberlain 
faid he would inform the earl of it, which he did. 
The earl (like other great lords, who naturally wifli 
for gain, and who do not forefee the confequences, 
but only feek to get the money into their bands) 
told his chamberlain to bring Gilbert Matthew i<f 
him, and he would hear what he had to fay. 

Gilbert was introduced, and, in converfation^ 
made ufe of fuch arguments as appear^ i^afbhable 
to the earl, who replied, ^ It is well : let it be fo.* 

John Lyon was immediately called into the apart* 
ment, in prefence of Gilbert Matthew, quite igno- 
rant of what had paffed, when the earl opened the 
bufmefs to him, and added, ' John, if you choofe, 
We may gain much wealth by this fchemc,* 

John 
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John was Indeed loyal in his employment, but 
faw this was not a reafonable demand : being un- 
willing to fpeak to the contrary, he replied ; • My 
lord, what you have required, which it feems Gil* 
bert has propofed, I cannot execute myfelf^ for it 
will be too heavy upon the mariners.* 

* John,' anfwered the earl, * if you will exert 
yourfelf, the bufinefs will be done/ 

* Mv lord,' replied John, * I will then do every 
thing in my power.' 

The conference broke up, when Gilbert Matthew 
(whofe only aim was to ruin John Lyon in the 
mind of the earl, to deprive him of his office, ib 
diaty being turned out, it might profit him) went 
to his fix brothers, and faid to them ; Mt is now 
time. to afnfl me, which I hope you will do, like 
good friends and brothers, for it is your caufe I am 
fighting. I will difcomfit John Lyon without 
ftriking a blow^ and fo ruin him in the opinion of 
the earl that he (hall be more diiliked by the earl 
than he had before been liked. Now, notwith- 
ftanding all I may fay or argue at the meeting to 
be holden, you muft refufe to comply : I will dif- 
femble, and argue that if John Lyon would faith- 
fully acquit himfelf, this ordinance would be 
obeyed. 1 know fo well our lord, that fooner than 
give up his point, John Lyon will lofe his favour, 
as well as his office, which will be given to me ; 
and, when 1 arn in the polTeffion of it, you will 
comply with the demand. We are very powerful 
' with the mariners of this town, fo that none of them 
will dare oppofe us. I will afterwards fo manage 
• H 2 that 
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that John Lyon fliall be flam, arid we have our tC" 
venge without appearing in the matter/ 

All his brethren complied with this rcqueft. The 
meeting was held of the mariners, when John Lyon 
and Gilbert Matthew explained the will of the early 
who propofed, by a new ftatute, to lay a tax on the 
navigation of the Lys- and the Scheldt It appeared 
very burdenfome, and too great a ft Ketch of power, 
particularly to the fix brothers of Gilbert, who 
were more firm and unanimous in their oppt)fition 
to it than all the reft. John Lyon, their beacon. 
Was fecretly rejoiced at this; for he was defirous of 
maintaining all their ancient rights^^ and privileges, 
and flattered himfelf that the brothers were in his 
favour, while they were afting juft the contrary. 

John Lyon reported to the earl the anfwer of the 
mariners, adding, ' My lord, it is a thing which 
cannot be done : much evil may refult from it : 
let things remain as they are, and do not attempt * 
to hitroduce any novelties.* ITiis anfwer was not 
very pleafing to the ear), for he perceived that if 
the impoft were laid, and colleded in the manner 
he had been told, he fliould have received every 
year from fix to feven thoufand florins of revenue : 
he therefore made no reply, biit did not think lefs 
upon it, and had thofe mariners whom John Lyon 
found rebellious fued by adlions and otherwife. 

On the other hand, Gilbert MatthdW came to the 
earl and his council, to fay that John Lyon did not 
aft well in this bufinefs } that, if he had his oflice, 
he would fo manage the mariners that the earl of 
Flanders ftiould have this revenue hereditarily. 

The 
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The earl did not fee clear, for this rev^ue, with 
his avarice, blinded hiin ; and, without aiking for 
advice, he deprived John Lyon of his office, which 
he gave to Gilbert. When Gilbert thus faw him* 
felf deacon of the pilots, he turned his brothers ac- 
cording to his will, and gave the earl fatisfadion in 
regard to this import, for which he was not the 
more beloved by the majority of the mariners ; 
but they were forced to fubmit, for the feven bro- 
thers, affifted by the earl, were too many for them, 
and it behoved them to do fo in filence.. 

Thus did Gilbert Matthew, by this wary method, 
carry his point, alid obtain the favour of the earl 
of Flanders. Gilbert made very handfome pre- 
fents to the ofEcers and chamberlains of the earl ; 
by which means he blinded them, and gained their 
iriendfliip^ All thefe fine gifts were paid for by 
the mariners, whicfi diflatisfied many, but they 
dared not complain. 

John Lyon, by the above mentioned means and 
intrigues of Gilbert, entirely loft the good graces of 
the earl : he lived quietly on his fortune, fuffering 
patiently whatever was ddne to him. Gilbert, 
being now deacon, and fecretly hating John Lyon, 
took away from him a third or fourth of the profits 
which were his due from the navigation. John 
Lyon did not fay mie word, but, prudently dif- 
fembling, and with an apparently good will, took 
whatever they gave him ; for, he faid, there were 
times when it was better to be filent th^ to talk» 

Gilbert Matthew had a brother named Stephen, 
a camning fellow, who had watched 51II the aftioijs 

of 
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of John Lyon : he laid to his brothers (for he pro. 
phecied to them all that was to happen); ^ Cer- 
tainly^ gentlemen^ John Lyon fuffers at this mo* 
ment, and keeps his head very low ; but he ads 
with good fenfe, and will contrive to throw us as 
low as we are now high. I will give you bne piece 
of advice, which is, to kill him while we continue 
in the favour of my lord the carl : I can very eafily 
do it, if you charge me with this bufinefs, by which 
we fhall efcape all danger, and can eafily get ac- 
quitted for his death.* 

His brothers refufed to confent to this, faying 
he had not done them any wrong, and that no man 
ought to lofe his life but by the fentence of a judge. 

Things remained in this iituadon for fome time, 
when the devil, who never fleeps, put it into the 
heads of the people of Bruges to make a canal 
from the river Lys : the earl'agreed in their plans, 
and fent a number of pioneers, with a body of men 
at arms to guard them. They had in former times 
attempted to do this, but the citizens of Ghent had 
by force made them defift. 

News was brought to Ghent, that the inha- 
bitants of Bruges were now intending to carry by 
force their old fchemc of making a canal to obtain 
the waters of the Lys, which would be very preju- 
dicial to them} fo that great murmurS arofe in 
Ghent, more particularly among the mariners, who 
were much affefted by it. They faid, that the 
people of Bruges ihould not thus make a canal to 
draw off the courfe of the river, as it would be the 
ruin of the towiu Some others faid^ in an under- 

han4 



108' 

handmannir, 'Ndw God faVe John Lyon ! had 
he been our deacon^ fach an attem{)t i^ould not 
have been inade, nor the people of Bruges have 
had the courage to have undertaken this bufinefs/ ^ 

John Lyon was duly informed of ail thefe 
tMngs : he began to awaken, faying, ' I have for 
fome time flept ; but it feems that this trifling affair 
in appearance has toufed me, and (hall create fuch^ 
troubles between this town and the earl as will coft 
a hundred thouiand lives/ 

Intelligence of thefe diggers was brought, with 
great additions, that much inflamed men'a minds ; 
for it chanced^ that a woman on her return from a 
pilgrimage to our Lady of Boulogne^ beiilg weai*y^ 
feated herfelf in the market-place, where there were 
crowds of people* They afkcd her^ wh^re fhd 
came from: (he faid^ ^From Boulogne; and i 
have feen in my road the greateft curfe thiat can 
ever befal the tqwn of Ghent : for there are up- 
wards of five hundred diggers, who ite labouring 
day and tight to open a courfe for the Lys ; and^ 
if they be not immediately prevented, they will 
turn td thcit town the current of that river-* 

This fpeech of the woman Was heard, and re- 
peated in different parts of the town. The townf- 
men roib, and fsdd, fuch things Were not to be fuf. 
fered nor borne quietly* Many of' theth went tb 
John Lyon td afk advice in the mdtt<dr, and how 
they fhould a3:« 

When John Lydri faw himfelf thus appealed tb 
by thofd whofe love and favour he wiflied to gairt, 
be was mMh rejoided, but tdo^ care n^ io fhew 

any 



104 

any figns of it ; for it would not be a fit opportu- ' 
nity until the bufinefs fhould be more fully afcer- 
tained : he therefore made them greatly entreat 
him before he would fpeak, or give any opinion on 
the fubjed. When he was prevailed on to fpeak, 
he faid ; ^ Gentlemen, if you wifh to rifk this bufi- 
nefs, and put an end to it, you muft renew kn an- 
cient cuftom that formerly fubfifted in the town of 
Ghent : I mean, you muft firft put on white hoods, 
and choofe a leader, to whom every one may look, 
and rally at his fignaL 

This harangue was eagerly liftened to, and they 
all cried out, ' We will have it fo, we will have it 
fo ! now let us put on white hoods.' 

White hoods were diredly made, and given out 
to thofe among them who loved war better than 
peace, and had nothing to lofe. John Lyon was 
elefted chief of the white hoods. 

He very willingly accepted of this office, to re- 
venge himfelf on his enemies, to embroil the towns 
of Ghent and Bruges with each other, and with the 
earl their lord. He was ordered, as their chief, to 
march' againft the pioneers and diggers from Bruges, 
and had with him two hundred fuch people as pre- 
ferred rioting to quiet. 

When Gilbert Matthew and his brothers faw 
the numbers of thefe white hoods, they- were not 
too well pleafed : Stephen faid to his brothers, 
* Did not I well forewarn you, that this John Lyon 
would difcomfit us? It would have been better if 
I had been believed, and had been allowed to have 

killed him^ thw to have fe«n him in the fuuation 

he 
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he Is in, or will be, through thefe white hoods 
which he has re-eftabli(hed.' 

* No, no,' replied Gilbert, * let me but fpeak 
with my lord, ahd they {hall be put down, I am 
willing they fhould accomplifh their enterprize 
againft the pioneers from 'Bruges, for the good of 
our town ; for, in truth, it will be completely 
ruined, if they be fufFcred to proceed/ 

John Lyon and his rout, when they had all thdr 
white hoods, marched from Ghent, with the inten« 
tion of killing the diggers and thofe who guarded 
them. News was foon carried to the pioneers, 
chat a large force from Ghent was coming againfl: 
them : they were fo much afraid of the confe- 
quences they left their work, and retired to Bruges; 
and none were bold enough to return to their 

Digging- 
John and his white hoods, not feeing any one, 

returned to Ghent : but they did not remain quiet, 

for they went up and down the town, looking at 

and examining every thing. John Lyon kept them 

in this (late, and told fome of them in private to 

make themfelves comfortable, to eat and drink, and 

not to mind expenfe ; for thofe fhould pay their 

fcore at a future time who would not now give 

them a farthing. 
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CHAP. XXI, 

fcV THE EXHORTATIONS OF JOHN LYON, THE INHA* 
* BIlTANTS OF GHENT SEND )SOME O^ THEIR PRIN* 
CIPAL CITIZENS TO THE EARL OF FLANDEtlS, TO 
DEMAND THE PRESERVATION OF THEIR LIBERTIES 
AND FRANCHISES*— -THE EAUL REQUESTS THESE 
CITIZENS TO ABOLISH THE WHITE HOODS, 

T\tJRINO the time of thcfe white hoods, and in 
the fame week that they had marched, under 
the condud df John Lyon, to Deynfe, in fearch 
of the pioneers from Bruges, another caufe of 
diftruft originated at Ghent, by fome who were 
alarmed for its franchifes : they complained to 
thofe who, by the confticution, wefrc their ma- 
giflrates^ that at Erclo * (a dependance on Ghent) 
one of their burgeiles was confined m the prifons 
of the earl, and that they had fummoned the bailiff 
of the earl to furrender him up, but he bad f eftifed, 
which was direftly contrary to their privileges, and 
thus by little and little they wdre encroached upoii. 
In former times, they were held fo high aftd 6f 
fuch confequence, and were then fo well defended, 
that the nobleft knight of Flanders thought him- 
felf honoured by being a burgefs of Ghent. 

The magiftrates replied, ' We will cheerfully 
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trrite to the bailiff of Ghent on the part of the 
burgefs whom he detains in prifon, for him to fend 
him to us ; for, in truth, the powers of his office 
do not extend fo far a$ to confine one of our bux^ 
gefTes in the prifons of the earl/ 

They aded accordingly, and wrote to the bailiff 
for the burgefs who was prifoner at Krclo. The 
bailiff, Roger d'Auterme, was advifed to fend the 
following anfwer : ' Ha, what a noife is this about 
a mariner ? Were my prifoner ten times as rich at 
the one I have, I would never let him out of my 
prifon without orders from the earL I have 
powers to arreft, but none to fet free.' 

lliis fpeech was carried back, which gave much 
difpleafure : they faid, he had proudly anfwered« 

By fuch replies^ and fuch unlucky accidents 
as the pioneers from Bruges wanting to dig on 
the lands of Ghent, and the encroachments on the 
privileges of Ghent, were that curfed creW called 
White Hoods introduced, and they became by dc* 
grees more feared and rexK>wned« It behoveth 
fuch a fet to have among them madmen and fire* 
brands, to work upcfn the more peaceable. 

lliis ftory of the burgefs of Ghent being de- 
tained in the earPs prifon at Erclo, and of the 
bailiff having refufed to give him his liberty, was 
£bon fprcad through the town of Ghent. Many 
began to murmur, and to fay it ought not to be 
fuffered ; and that, from being too quiet about it, 
all the franchifes of Gheijt, which were fo nobl^ 
would be loft. 

John Lyon, who only aimed at the embroiling 

the 
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the town of Ghent in fuch a manner with its lord 
that it would be impoffible to fettle it without lofs, 
was not forry when he heard thefe words, and 
wifhed they had been ftill ftronger : he eontinued 
to fpread fetret rumours in different parts of the 
town, * that never could the jurifdiftions or pri- 
vileges of any town be properly maintained when 
once offices are put to fale/ He intended this in 
allufir.n to Gilbert Matthew, meaning to fay that 
he had bought the deaconfhip : he had alfo added 
a new debt to the navigation, which was greatly 
againft the francbifes of Ghent and their ancient 
. privileges. 

The earl now received, every year, three or 
four thoufand francs, befides what he had from 
ancient cuftom, which caufed many complaints 
from merchants as well as from the mariners; 
infomuch that tbofe of Valenciennes, Douay, 
Lille, Bethune, and Tournay, began to think of 
giving up their commerce with Ghent, by which 
greater ruin would be brought upon the town, 
and very foon their franchifes would be fo negleded 
as to be worth nothing, if no one flood forward 
in the fupport of them. 

Gilbert Matthew and the deacon of the fmall 
craft, who was his relation, had fuch fpeeches daily 
rung in their ears: they knew they came from 
John Lyon, but they dared not attempt to remedy 
it; for John had pofted white hoods in various 
parts of the town, and had inlifted among them 
the boldeft and mod outrageous, fo that they were 
afraid to attack them : befides, John Lyon n^ver 

w^rit 
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went abroad alone, for when he quitted his hoofe 
he was furrounded by two or three hundred white 
hoods, and never went down the town but in cafes of 
abfolute neceffity. He always made himfelf be much 
entreated before he would give any advice on events 
which happened, at home or abroad, againft th'* 
privileges of the town. 

Whenever he did give advice or harangue the 
people, he fpoke fo well, and with fo much arc, 
that his auditors were highly pleafed with his lan- 
guage : they commonly were unanimous in be- 
lieving all he fpoke as truth, 

John Lyon, with much art, thus harangued : 
* I do not fay that we fhould any way weaken or 
diminifli the inheritance of my lord of Flanders > 
for, if we wifhed it, we are not able to do it : 
reafon and juftice forbid it. I am, therefore, of 
opinion, that we fhould be cautious how by any 
event we may incur his difpleafure; for every' fub- 
jeft ought to be on good terms with his lord. The 
earl of Flanders is our good lord, much feared 
and renowned : he has always maintained us in full 
peace and profperity, which we fhould ever ac- 
knowledge, and endure the more (as we are 
bounden to do) than if he had haralied us, and 
made it difficult for us to keep our own. True it 
is, that at this prefent moment, he is wickedly ad- 
vifed againfl us and the franchifes of thie good 
town of Ghent : that we of Ghent are no more in 
his good graces is apparent by the diggers (he re- 
fiding in Bruges), who came to break in 6n our 
inheritance, and carry away^)ur river, by which 
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mcafure omr good town would- have been quite 
ruined* In addition to this, he intends to build a 
caftle at Deynfe in oppofition to us and to harafs 
us ; and we know that the people of Bruges have 
promifed him> for fome time paft, that they would 
pay him from ten to twelve thoufand francs s^ 
year, if they could have the advantage of the river 
Lys. I would therefore advife, that the good town 
of Ghent fhould fend to him fome learned men, 
well informed of our affairs, who would remon^ 
ftrate wifely and boldly with him on all thefe mat- 
ters, and alfo refpefting the burgefs who is in pri- 
fon at Ercio, whom his bailiff will not give up, at 
which the town is not pleafed, as well as on other 
affairs refpeftmg our town. After having remon- 
ftrated with him on thefe things, let them iu- 
form him, that neither himfelf nor advifers muft 
imagine that we are fo difheartened, that, if there 
fho^M be occafion, we are not able and deter- 
mined to refift ; and that, after the town fhall 
have had his anfwers, the good men of Ghent will 
take proper meafures to punifh thofe who fiiall a£l: 
with hoftility towards them.' 

When John Lyon had concluded this oration in 
the fquare of he market-place, each man faid, 
' * He has well fpoken ; he has well fpoken ;' and 
then they all retired to their own homes. 

Gilbert Matthew was not prefent at this ha- 
rangue of John Lyon } for he already was afraid 
of the white hoods ; but his brother, Stephen, had 
been there, who was ever foretelling what was to 
happen : he (aid oz^ his return, f I have told you 

truly. 
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truly, and I have always fo faid, that» by God) 
John I^yon will be the ruin of us all. Curfed be 
the hpur when you would not confent to my pro** 
pofal; for, had you fuffered me to have killed 
him, I could then have eafily done it ; but now he 
is out of our reach, and we dare not attempt even 
to hurt him, for he has more power in this town 
than the earl himfelf.' 

Gilbert, replying, faid ; * Hold thy tongue, 
fool : whenever I pleafe, with the affiftance of my 
lord, I can put down thefe white hoods ; and fome 
of them who now wear them will not, in a fhort 
time, have heads to put them on.' 

Several of the molt difcreet men of the town 
were ordered to wait on the earl as ambaifadors ; 
and I believe that Matthew Gilbert, the deacon of 
the pilots, was one of thofe chofen to go thither. 
John Lyon was the caufe of this, becaufe, if they 
(hould bring back any harih anfwer, he would 
(hare the difgrace of it. 

They departed, and found the earl at Male*, 
and managed the bufinefs fo well that at laft the 
earl aflented to all their demands, as well in regard 
to the prifoner detained at Erclo, as in his inten- 
tions to preferve inviolate all their franchifes, and 
alfo in forbidding the people of Bruges ever again 
to dig on the territories belonging to Ghent. All 
this he promifed ; and, the more to pleafe the ci- 

■ I p ii ill* ■■' ■ ■■p> m ti 9 'npf p n ,^ 

* It would feem from Bleau's grand atlas, that the domain 
and park of Male had been drowned by the lea fmce this time. 
The earl of Flanders was born there, at>d thence colled Louis de 
Male. 
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tizens of Ghent, Tic engaged to commasnd the calnal 
*ehich the men of Bruges had dug to be completely 
filled up again. They quitted the ^arl very ami- 
cably, and returned to Ghent ; when they related 
all that had pafled with their lord, and how willing 
he was to maintain all their franchifes ; but he re^ 
quefted, as a proof of their friendfhip, that the 
white hoods fliould be laid afide. As thefe words 
were fpeaking, the officers of the earl brought 
in their prifoner from Erclo, and furrendered him 
up, by way of re-eftablilhing peace, according to 
the orders they had received, which caufed great 
joy in the town of Ghent. 

John Lyon, the chief of the white hoods, was 
prefent when the above anfwer was received, at- 
tended by ten or twelve of the principal , of his 
rout. When they heard the earl^s rcqueft for the 
white hoods to be laid afide, they were fiknt 5 but 
John Lyon addreffed the meeting, and faid, * My 
good people, you know and fee clearly at prefent 
^he value of thefe white hoods: have they not pre- 
ferved for you, and do they not guard better your 
franchifes, than thofe of red and black, or hoods 
of any other colour? Many are they who are afraid 
of them ; but be affured, and remember I tell you 
fo, that as foon as the white hoods Ihall be laid 
afide, according to the ordinance which my lord 
wifhes to have iffued againft them, I will not give 
three farthings for all your privileges.* This 
fpeech fo deceived the people that they feparated, 
and the greater part returned to their homes, fay- 
ing, ' Let him tn;anage the bufinefs j for he fpeaks 

truth. 
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truth, and we hav^ never feen any thing in him 
but what was for the advantage and honour of the 
town/ 

Things remained in ebb ftate, and John Lyon 
in greater danger of his life than before : upon 
which he formed a plan, which he afterwards 
executed; for he clearly faw that Gilbert Mat« 
thew had, in this embaiTy to the earl, infligated 
fome mifchief againft him and his companicns» 
notwithflanding the friendly anfwers which the 
earl had fent« He therefore refolved to counter* 
work his enemies, and gave fecret orders to the 
leaders of the white hqods, and to thofe who com« 
manded the companies of hundreds and of fifties, 
to keep their men day and night on their guard 
well armed, and, on the firft appearance of any 
movement, to march to him; for it would be 
better to kill than to be killed, fince affairj^ were 
brought to fuch a pafs, 

Thefe orders were pun£tually obferved, and they 
were txzGt in- keeping themfelves in readinefs. 
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CHAP. XXIL 

THE WHITE HOODS MURDER THE BAIJ.1FP OF 
GHENT IN THE MIDST OF THE MARKET.-— 
THE HOUSES AND GOODS OP THE FAMILY OF 
THE MATTHEWS ARE DESTROYED. — A GRAND 
CONFUSION IN GHENT. 

"^OT long afterwards, the bailiff of Ghent, 
Roger d'Auterme, came to town "with full 
two hundred horfe, in order to execute what had 
been planned between the earl, Gilbert Matthew 
and his brothers. 

The bailiff, with his two hundred men, galloped 
up the ftreets, with the banner of the earl in his 
hand, unto the market-place, where he baited, and 
pofled his banner before Him. Gilbert Matthew, 
his brothers, and the deacon of the fmall craft, 
immediately went thither. It had been determined 
that thefe men at arms fhould march inftantly to 
the houfe of John Lyon, and arrefl him as chief 
of the white hoods, with fix or feven others, the 
mofl culpable, carry them to the caille of Ghent, 
and immediately cut their heads off. 

John Lyon fufpefted feme ftich thing ; for he 
had received fecret intelligence from his fpies, 
fcattered over different parts of' the town. He 
knew of the arrival of the bailiff, and faw it was a 
thing determined upon. The other white hoods 

were 



were informed that this day had been fixed on to 
arreft them^ and were therefore ready prepared 
and aflembled near the houfe of John Lyon, who 
was waiting for them : they came in bands of ten 
and twenty, and, as they marched up, they formed 
in the ftreet : when they were all aflembled, they 
were full four hundred. John Lyon marched off 
as fierce as a lion, faying, ^ Let us advance againft 
thefe traitors, who wifh to ruin the town of Ghent* 
I thought all thofe fine fpeeches which Gilbert 
Matthew brought back the other day were only 
meant for our deftrudion, and to lull us afleep ; 
but we wiU make him pay dearly for them.' 

He and his rout advanced haflily : they increafed 
very much by the way ; for there were thofe who 
joined him that had not as yet put on the white 
hoods, who cried out, ^ Treafon, treafon ! ' 

They marched, by a roundabout way and a 
narrow flreet, to the corn market, where the bai* 
liff,' who reprefented the earl, had pofted himfelf* 

Gilbert Matthew and his brethren, the moment 
th&f faw John Lyon and the white hoods enter 
the market-place, left the bailiff, and ran away as 
faft as they could ; and neither order nor array 
was obferved, except l>y the men at arms whom 
the bailiff, had brought thither. 

Immediately on the arrival of John Lyon in the 
market-place, with the white hoods, a large body 
of them advanced towards the bailiff; and, with- 
out faying a word, he was feized, thrown on the 
ground and flain. The banner of the earl was 
^ then dragged through the dirt, and torn to pieces ; 
1 I a but 
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but not one man, except the bailiff, was touched. 
They then coUefted round John Lyon. 

When the earl's men at arms faw the bailiff 
dead, and their banner torn to pieces, they were 
thuhderflruck, and, like men defeated, took to 
flight, and left the town. 

You may eafily imagine that Gilbert Matthew 
and his brethren, who were known to be the ene^ 
mies of John Lyon and the white hoods, did not 
think themfelves very fafe in their houfes : they 
therefore fet out as fpeedily as they could, and 
quitted the town through bye Arrets, leaving their 
wives, children and goods behind them. They 
made what haftc they could to the earl of Flanders, 
ta \vhom they related all that had happened, and 
the death of his bailiff. 

The earl was forely afflifted at this intelligence^ 
as well he might, for they had treated him with 
great contempt: he was much enraged, and fwore 
that he would have ample revenge before he ever 
returned to Ghent, and before they ihould have 
peace from him, fo that all other towns fhould 
tak6 an example from it. Gilbert Matthew and 
his brothers remained with the earl. 

John Lyon and the white hoods petfiivered m 

their outrages : after the death of the baififf, and 

the flight of the men at arms, as np one offered to 

revenge this murder, John, who wiflied to rtiin 

* the Matthews (for he bore them deadly hatred), 

^faid, ''• Come, let us go after thofe wicked traitors 

who this day intended to have deftroyed the town 

of Ghent.* They haflened down the ftreets to th«, 

^ rdiden^ 
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refidence of the Matthews, but found none, for 
they had all gone off. They were fought for in 
every room throughout the houfes of the adjoining 
flreets ; and, when they were convinced they were 
gone, John Lyon was much vexed. He gave up 
to his companions all their goods, when the houfes 
were completely pillaged and razed to the ground, 
' fo that no veftige remained, as if they had been 
traitors to the whole body of the town. 

When they had done this deed, they retired to 
their homes ; nor was there a fheriff, or any other 
ofEcer belonging to the earl or to the town, who 
faid they had aded wrong : indeed, at that time 
all were afraid to fay a word againft them: for the 
white hoods were fo numerous that none dared to 
provoke them, and they paraded the (Ireets in 
large bodies without any oppofition. It was faid 
both within and without the town, that they were 
conneded with fome of the fheriffs and rich men 
in Ghent, which was not unlikely ; for fuch a ruf- 
fianly crew would never have dared to flay fo noble 
a m^n as Roger d' Auterme, bailiff of Ghent, hold- 
ing the banner of the earl in his hand at the time, 
if they had not depended on fome good and able 
fupporters in their wicked afts. They afterwards 
increafed fo much as to want no foreign aid, and 
became fo powerful that none were bold enough 
to oppofe any thing they thought proper to under* 
take. 

Roger d'Auterme was carried away by the Friar 
Minors to their church, where he was by them . 
buried. 

After 
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After this events fcvcral of the wifefl and richeft 
citizens in Ghent began to murmur, and were 
much vexed : they faid among themfelves, that a 
great outrage had been committed when the earl's 
bailiff had thus been murdered in the execution of 
his office ; and that their lord would be juftly of- 
fended, and never grant them peace: that thefe 
wicked people had put the town to the hazard of 
being totally deftroyed,^if God did pot fpeedily 
afford a remedy. 

Notwithftanding all thefe word$, there was not 
pne among them who had courage perfonally to 
icprreft o}- reprove the authors of thefe atrocities. 

John de Faucille, who at that time was a man 
inuch renowned for his wifdom in Ghent, on find? 
ing things carried to fuch lengths as the murdering 
of the earl's bailiff, thought it muft end badly ; 
that' he might not be fufpefted by tl^e earl, he left 
jhe town privately, ^nd went to a handfome coun- 
try-houfe which he had near Ghent, and there re* 
jnained, haying given orders to tell every one he 
was very unwell and melancl^oly, and could fee 
none but his own people. Every day, however, 
he had new$ from Qhent ; for he had left there 
^he greater part of his family, his wife, his children 
and his friends ; and thus he diffembled for a con? 
iiderable time* 
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CHAP. xxm. 

TWELVE CITIZENS OF GHENT ARE DEPUTED TO 

THE EARL OP FLANDERS. THE WHITE HOODS 

PILLAGE AND BURN THE CASTLE OF ANDRE- 
GHIEN*, OF WHICH THE EARL WAS VERY FOND*. 

T^HE good people of Ghent, who were rich and 
induftrious^ and had wives, families, and for- 
tunes in the town and neighbourhood, wiihing a8 
they did to live in an honourable way, were not 
well pleafed to fee things in this fituation, and were 
very fenfible how ill they had aded towards their 
lord: they therefore confulted among themfelves 
how they could beft remedy this ill deed, and 
throw themfelves on his mercy, for it was better to 
do fo foon than late. They called a council, in 
which it was debated what mod profitable means 
they could ufe to fave their own honours, and to 
promote the advantage of the town. John Lyon 
and the other leaders of the white hoods were in* 
vited to this council ; otherwife they would not 
have dared to have holden it. 

Many propofals were made, and long debates 
enfued ; but at Idt they determined unanimoufly 
to elefl: twelve of the mod refpeftable of the inha* 
bitants, who fhould folicit mercy and pardon for 



* Q. if not Adeghem^ which is near Eccloo. 
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the murder of the bailiff : and if by this they could 
bbtain peace, it would be a good thing ; but every 
pcrfon muil be included in this peace, and nothing 
moved in the bufiniefs hereafter* - 

This refolution was a6t;ed upon, and twelve citi* 
xens eleded to wait on the earl. John Lyon kept 
always faying, that it was right to be on good terms 
with their lord } but his wi&es were juil the con- 
trary, for he thought and faid internally^ * Things 
are not yet in the fituation 1 wifh to put them in.* 

The determination of the council fopn became 
public I the twelve deputies fet off, and journeyed 
ea until they came to Male, where they found the 
jtarl, who on their approach was wondrous angry, 
and in a cruel paflion againft the inhabitants of 
Ghent. The twelve deputies afted well their parts 
by appearing contrite, and, with uplifted hands, en- 
treated him to have pity on them. They pleaded 
their excufe for the death of his bailiff, adding ; 
f Dear iord^ have mercy on us, fo that we may 
carry peace back to the toAyn of Ghent, which 
loves you fo much^ and we engage, that for tt^ 
tim^ to come, this outrage fhall be amply atoned 
for by thofe who have done it or excited it, fo 
that you fhall be facisfied, and that all large towns 
fhall take example from it.' 

They fo long and affeftionately folicited the earl 
that he reftrained his anger ; and, by other good 
arguments which they urged, the affair was ar- 
ranged and articles of peace drawn up. The earl 
was on the point of pardoning all the Qutrjjges qom- 
xnicted againft him by thofe of phent, pn their 




making (hi; repar^tipo agreed on, when Qthcf ia« 
teltigen;;e arrived that I will now relate. 

John LyoQ, who had remained at Gbtot, 
thought diredly the reverie of what he had faid ia 
the council, that it was proper to be on good terms 
Yfit^ their lord. He knew for a certainty he hSd 
already fo much irritated the earl, that he would 
never forgive him, and if his pardon were promIfed» 
tt wouIlI be through diiTunulation, which would end 
In hiB being put to death. He therefore chofe ra- 
ther to throw afide all ilianie^ fincc he had entered 
fo far in the bufmefs, than to continue daily in the 
fear of hi^ life ; and thus he afted. During the 
time the deputation was gone to the earl to Iblicit 
peace, he colkded all the white hoods under his 
command, and the different handicrafts in the town 
the moft iuf lined to his way of thinking, and gained 
his end by great artifice ; for, when they were af* 
fembltd, he faid to them ; 

* Gentlemen, you well know how much we have 
angered my lord of Flanders, and upon what 
grounds we have fent a deputation to him* We 
do not know what anfwer they will bring back ; 
whether peace or war ; for he is not of a temper 
eafily appeafed, and he has near his perfon Gilbert 
Matthew and his brethren, who will not fail to ex<* 
cite his anger. It is, therefore, a hundred to one 
that we have peace. It behoves us, if we fhould 
have war, to look to ourfelves, and fee from whom 
Wt may get ^fliftance, and by whom we may be 
(uppprted* You, deacons of the different trades, 

do 
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do you draw out into the fields to-morrow your 
men ; and we will fee what appearance they make; 
for it is proper we take meafures againft a.furprife. 
This will not coft us any thing, and will make us 
more feared/ 

They all anfwered, that he had well fpoken. 
This meafure was followed ; and, on the morrow, 
they marched out of the gate leading to Bruges, 
and drew up in a handfome plain without Ghent^ 
called Andreghien. When they were all arrived, 
John Lyon looked at them with great pleafure; 
for they were full ten thoufarid, well armed; and 
faid, * Here is indeed a handfome company.' When 
he had examined them for a fliort fpace, and had 
been all round them, he added : * I would propofe 
that we vifit my lord's lioufe, fince we are fo near 
to it. I have been told that he has laid therein 
many ftores and provifions, which may be of great 
prejudice to the town of Ghent.* 

This was agreed to j and they marched to An- 
dreghien, which at the time was without guards or 
defence. They entered the houfe, and began to 
fearch it every where. The white hoods and their 
ribbald crew which had entered, very foon de- 
fpoiled it, taking away whatever they could lay their 
hands on. There were many rich jewels and 
clothes, for the earl kept there his wardrobe. John 
Lyon affefted to be in a violent paflion at thjs con- 
duQ:, but was not fo in reality, as it afterwards ap- 
peared ; for, after they had left the caftle and 
marched into the plain, on looking behind them^ . 

they 
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they Taw the manHon la flames in twenty different 
places ; and, if they had entertained the inclination, 
it was not in their power to cxtinguifti it, 

John Lyon, who pretended to be much furprifed, 
cried out, ^ How has this fire happened in my lord's 
houfe ?' They anfwered, * By accident.' 

* Well,* replied he, * it cannot now be helped ; 
and it is (till better that accident fhould have burnt 
it, than that we fhould. Every thing confidered, 
it was but a dangerous neighbour ; and my lord 
might have eflablifhed a garrifon therein, which 
would have annoyed us much.' They all anfwered, 
* What you fay is true.' 

They then returned to Ghent, and did nothing 
more that day ; but what they had done was mif- 
chief enough, for it coft afterwards two hundred 
thoufand lives, and was one of the principal caufes 
which enraged the earl of Flanders the mofl. John 
Lyon had done it, becaufe he wifhed not for peace : 
he well kne v, that whatever treaty was entered into, 
it would be fealed with his blood. 

This caftle of Andreghien had cofl the earl of 
Flanders, in building and ornamenting, two hun- 
dred thoufand francs ; and he loved it in preference 
to all his other refidences. The well-intentioned 
inhabitants of Ghent, who were dcfirous of peace, 
were exceedingly hurt at this bufmefs ; but help it 
they could not, nor did they dare to fliew any 
fymptoms of anger, for the white hoods faid the 
caftle had been burnt accidentally. 

News of this was brought to the earl at Male : 
thofe who came faid j * My lord, you do not know 

that 



that jour beautiful houfe of Andf eghifflj which has 
coft you fuch fums to build, and of which you arc 
fo fond, is burnt to the ground/ * Burnt?* replied 
the earl, who was much enraged at this intelligence. 
* Yes ; help me, God, if it be not true/ * And 
by what means ?' * By an accidental fire, as they 
fey/ * Ha, ha,' anfwered the earl, ^ now it is air 
over : there (hall never be peace in Flanders as long 
as John Lyon lives : he has had this houfe burnt in 
an underhknd manner, but he .fhall dearly pay for 
it.* He then ordered the deputation from Ghent to 
come to him, and faid ; * Ah wretches I you fup- 
plicate my favour with fword in hand. I had ac» 
ceded to^very propofal you had made, siccording 
to your wifli ; and your people have fet fire to and 
burnt the houfe I loved in preference to all my 
others.' Do you think there had not been fufBcient 
ccttitempt ihewn me when they murdered my 
bailiff, while he was executing my orders, tore my 
banner, and trod it under foot ? Know, that if my 
own honour were not concerned, and if you had 
not already obtained paffports 'from me, I would 
now have you all beheaded. Quit my prefence, 
and tell thofe ^wicked and outrageous men of 
Ghent, that they fliall never have peace, nor will I 
liften to any negotiadon, until I IhaU have given up 
to me all thofe whom I fliall point out, and whom 
1 will have beheaded without mercy.* 

Thefe ciiizens were exceedingly hurt -at the news 
they heard, and, like people who were perfectly in- 
nocent, endeavoured to excufe themfelve^; but 
in vahi, for the earl was fo much enraged he 

would 
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would not hear them : he made them leave his pre- 
fence, when they mounted their horfes and returned 
to Ghent, and there related what they had done, 
and how well they had managed the bufinefs ; that 
they had fucceeded in obtaining an amicable fet* 
tlement with the earl, when the unfortunate event 
of the caftle bemg burnt came to his ears. After 
this, the earl threatened them greatly, and declared 
he would never confent to any peace until fuch of 
the townfmen a^ he fliould choofe were given up 
to him* 

The well-meaning mhabitants faw things were 
taking a bad turn, and that the whiter hoods had 
ruined all ; but there were none bold enough to 
fpeak out. 

The earl of Flanders fet off with his attendants 
firom Male, and came to his hotel at Lille, whither 
he fummoned all the knights of Flanders, and every 
gentleman dependant on him, to have their advice 
how he fhould zGt on this occafion, and by what 
means he Ihould revenge himfelf on the inhabitants 
of Ghent for the contempt they had fliewn. All 
the gentlemen of Flanders fwore to be true and 
loyal to him, as every one ought to be towards 
their lord. The earl was much pleafed at this, 
and fent reinforcements to the garrifons in all his 
caflles at Dendremonde, Ruffelmonde, Aloik^ at 
Courtray and Audenarde. 



CHAP. 



]«$ 



CHAP. XIIV. 

THE DEATH OF JOHN LYON»— THE MEN OF GHENT 
CHOOSE CAPTAINS TO COMMAND THEM. SEVE- 
RAL TOWNS IN FLANDERS ALLY THEMSELVES 
WITH GHENT. 

JOHN Lyon was rejoiced when he found the earl 
of Flanders in earneft, and fo much enraged 
againil Ghent that he would not grant them peace ; 
and that^ by his manoeuvres^ he had pufhed matters 
fa forward that the town would be obliged to make 
war whether it would or not. . He faid publicly ; 
* You hear, gentlemen^ how our lord, the earl of 
Flanders^ is making preparations againfl you^ and 
will not liflen to any terms of peace : I therefore 
would 'advife, for greater fecurity, that before we 
Ihall be more oppreffed, we know what towns of 
Flanders will give us, their fupport. I will anfwer 
for thofe of Gramont not being againfl: us, but on 
the contrary they will affifl: us, as well as thofe of 
Courtray, which is in our caftlewick, and within 
our jurifdiaion. But as for thofe of Bruges, they 
are proud and haughty,' and it has been by their 
means all this mifchief has been fomented : it there- 
fore becomes us to march againft them, in fuch 
force, that through fair or foul means, they unite 
themfelves with us.* All prefent anfwered, that 
his advice was good. 
In courfe of time, every one that was to go on 

this 
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this expedition made himfelf ready. When they 
were all duly prepared, in a manner becoming 
them, they marched from Ghent^ in number from 
nine to ten thoufand men, carrying with them a 
large train of (tores and provifion. The firil day, 
they halted at Deynfe : on the morrow, they ad- 
vanced within a fhort league of Bruges, when they 
drew up in order of battle, in the plain, with their 

^SS^S^ ^ ^^^ ^^^- Jo^ Lyon ordered the dea- 
cons of the trades to go into Bruges, and know 
their intentions. They advanced thither, but found 
the gates (hut and well guarded. When they there- 
fore informed them what their bufmefs was, the 
guards faid, they would cheerfully go and tell it to 
the burgomafters and fheriffs, who had pofled them 
there. They did fo ; and the burgomafters and 
jurats told them to return and fay, that they would 
call a council to confider of it. When they came 
back with this anfwer, John Lyon cried out; 
^ Advance, advance ! let us attack Bruges ; for, if 
we wait until they fhall have held their council, we 
fhall find great difficulty to gain an entrance : it is 
better we attack them before they confult together, 
and the fuddennefs of our attack will furprife them.' 

This plan was followed ; and the men of Ghent 
advanced to the barriers and ditches of Bruges, 
John Lyon marching at their, head on a black horfe. 
He quickly difmounted, and took an axe in his 
hand. 

When the guard, who were not in fufficient 
ftrength, faw the men of Ghent were fo determined 
to attack them, they were frightened, and ran away 

down 
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d<rwn the flreets ti far as the Market-place^ crying 
€mty * Here are the men of Ghent ! Quickly to 
your pofts j for they are before your tf alls^ and at 
your gafes.' 

Thofe of Bruges who were aflcmbling for the 
council were thundcrftruck, and had, not time it 
affemble nor to give any orders upon the occafion, 
whilft the majority of the people Were defiroui that 
the gates Ihould immediately be thrown open. It 
behoved them to agree in this with the commotialty ; 
otherwife it would have turned out badly for the 
rich inhabitants. The burgomafter, flierifFs, with 
many of the townfmen, came to the gate where the 
men of Ghent were with a good incUnation to at- 
tack it* 

The burgomafter and magiftrates of Bruges^ who 
for that day had the government of the town, ad- 
vanced to open the^ wicket to parley with Johti 
Lyon. By treaty, they opened the barriers and 
gate, at which they held their conference, and were 
good friends. All now entered the town. John 
Lyon rode by the fide of the burgomafter, and 
fhewe4 himfelf a bold and valiant man : his men 
marched in his rear in bright armour. It was a 
handfome fight to fee them thus enter Bruges until 
they came to the market-place, where, as they ar- 
rived, they formed themfelves in array in the fquare. 
John Lyon held a white truncheon in his hand. 

A formal alliance was then entered into between 
the townfmen of Ghent and . Bruges, i;^ch they 
mutually fworc to keep, and to remain for ever as 
good friends and neighbours : thofe of Ghent were 
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aHowed to fuitiMofl thenu and to lead tliem yklth 
them i^herever they pleafed. 

Soon after they had been dhtis drawn Up in the 
mailcet*place, John Lyon and fome of his captain^ 
went to the hall, whence'fhey ifliied a ptoclamation 
for all the jien of Ghent to retire peaceably to 
their quarters^ and there to difarm themfelves with* 
out noife, or any tumult, under pain of deaths 
which Was quickly obeyed. ' They werealfo' for* 
bidden to diflodge any one, or to engage in any 
quarrels> or to take any thing from their hofts 
withodt inftantly paying for it, under the fame 
penalty. ' 

This proclamation being iflued, another was pub- 
liihed on the part of the town, for each hoiifeholdtt 
to receive as friends the good men of Ghent, and 
to afford them all forts of provifion at the market 
prices ; and that no undue advantages fhould be 
taken^ iior any quarrels nor contentions fUrred upi 
under pain of death* 

All perfons retired now to their houfes of quar* 
ters ; and the inhabitants of the two towns thus 
remained amicably together for two days, and 
ftr'engthene J their alliance and friendfliip mutually. 
Their treaties being drawn out and fealed, on the 
third day the men of Ghent departed, and marched 
to the town of Damme, which inftantly opened itd 
gates, and received them moft courteoufly: they 
{"emained there two days. John Lyon, during his 
ihort ftay, was feized with a fudden fieknefs that 
fwelled his body exceedingly : the night he was 
tiaken in, he had fupped in great revelry with the 
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bdies of the town ; for which reafon, feverad faid 
and mamtalned that he had been poifoned. Of 
this I know nothing, therefore ihall not infift on it ; 
bat I do know that on the morrow he was placed 
on a litter, for he was taken ill in the night, and 
carried to Ardenbourg ; but death prevented him 
going further, to the great forrow of the men of 
Ghent, who were thrown intp confufion by the 
event. AH his enemies were as . much rejoiced 
thereat as his friends were caft down. 

His body was conveyed to Ghent } and, on ac- 
count of bis death, the wl^ole army returned thither* 
When the news of his deceafe was known in that 
town, it cau&d much forrow ; for he was greatly 
beloved by all, excepting the .party of the earU 
The clergy went out to moet the body, and con-, 
duded it into town with as much folemnity as if he 
had been earl of Flanders. He was interred in the 
church of St. Nicholas, where his obfequies were 
performed, and where he lies. 

Notwithitanding the death of John Lyon, the al- 
liance between Ghent and Bruges was Qot broken ; 
for they had carried fufficient hoflages with them 
to Ghent, fqr the due performance of att Its 
articles. 

The earl was exceedingly rejoiced at the death of 
John Lyon; as w«re Gilbert Matthew, his bro- 
thers, the deacon of the fmall craft, and all the 
party of the ^1, who fent greater reinforcement* 
than before to all his towns and caftles, and or- 
dered a fufG^ent number of good knights and 
fquires of the cafllewicks of LlUe and Douay into 
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the town of Ypres, declarmg he Would make 
Ghent repent of its condud. 

Soon after the death of John Lyon, thofe of 
Ghent confidered they could not long remain 
without leaders. The deacons of the trades and 
the guards of the gates fele&ed^ according to their 
opinion, four of the moil courageous and enter* 
prifing for their commanders, whofe names were» 
John Pruniaux, John Boule, RalTe de Harzelle and 
Peter du Bois. They fwore to pay thefe com* 
manders the mod exa£t obedience^ under pain of 
death ; and thefe four fwore alfo to preferve and 
defend the honour and franchifes of the town of 
' Ghent. 

The four commanders excited thofe of Ghent to 
march againft Ypres and the franc de Bruges, in 
order to obtain their union or to put them to death* 
They therefore fet off from Ghent, in grand array, 
to the amount of at leaft twelve thoufand, all clad 
in bright armour. They took the road to Courtray* 
The inhabitants of Courtray allowed them to enter 
their town without fear, for they were withm the 
jurifdi£Hon of Ghent : they there refrefhed them* 
felves at their eafe for two days. On the third day, 
they marched towards Ypres, carrying with them 
two hundred well armed men from among the 
crofs-bows of Courtray. They followed the road 
to Thorout, where on their arrival they halted { 
and the commanders held a council, in whl^h they 
refolved to fend three or fou# thoufand of theif 
men, under the command of the captain of the 
white hoods, to treat with th^ inhabitants of Ypres, 
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the main body to follow to reinforce diem, if 
there fhould be occafion. Thefe orders were exe- 
cuted, and they came before Ypres. 

llie commonalty of Ypres and the fmall handi* 
crafts, hearing of the arrival of the army from 
Ghent, inftantly armed themfelves, and drew up vx 
the market-place, to the amount of full five thop* 
fand. The rich inhabitants had not any power in 
the town. The knights placed there in gsorifon by 
the earl advanced, in handfome order, to the gate 
leading to Thorout, where the ghent men had 
baited withoutfide the barriers, requeuing they 
would allow them to enter. 

The knights and their men were drawn up be* 
fore the gate, and (hewed fuch an appearance that 
the men of Ghent could never have gained admits 
tance but by force. However, the ancient trades 
of the town were refolved they ihould enter, in 
fpite of the knights : they left, therefore, the mar* 
kj^t-piace, and came to the gate which the knights 
were guarding, and faid ; ^ Open the gate to our 
good friends and neighbours from Ghent : we will 
have them enter our town.^ The knights replied, 
< they would do no fuch thing ; for they had been 
ordered thither by the aarl of Flanders to defend 
the town, which they would do to the utmoft Of 
their power ; and it was not poflible for the force 
of thofe of Ghent to enter other wife* than by 
treafoa.* 

' Words multiplied fo faft between the gentlemen 
and the deacons of fmalL^ handicrafts, that the laft 
jQioiKed out, *' Kill them, kill cheoa ! t|iey ihaU not 
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be tnafterg of our town/ They were immediately 
attacked, and, after a long conteft, were roughly 
driven down the ftteets, as numbers were againft 
them ; and five knights were ilain, among whom 
were fir Robert and fir Thomas de la Hourdticf, 
Which was a greit pity. Sh" Henry d'Antohig was 
in imminent danger of his life, and with grea^ drfE- 
ctilty could foine of th^ principal inhabitants {ave 
him : at laft, they did fucceed in it, and many df 
the others were faved alfo. The gate was opened, 
fo that the men of Ghent entered the town, and be- 
came the mafters of it, without ddng any damage. 
When they had remained there for two cktys, and 
bad taken hoftages from the inhabitants, who entered 
into a fimilar treaty with thofe of Bruges, Courtray^ 
Gramont and Damme, they fet out from Ypres in 
a mofl; courteous manner, and returned to Ghent* 



Z ' 



CHAP. XXV. 

Tltt MEK OF GHENT BESIEGE THE TOWN OF OUDE-* 

NARDE ON ALL SIDES. THEY MAKE A GRAjND 

ASSAULT ON THE EARL OF FLANDERS IN DEN- 
DREMONDE. 

^HE earl of Flanders, who refided at Lille, heard 
how the inhabitants of Ypres had turned againft 
him, and what the fmall handicrafts had done : he 
was forely vexed, as well for the lofs of thofe 
knights who had there been flain as for' other' 
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cavfes.' He,*however, comforted himfelf by faying, 
* Well, if we have this time loft Ypres, we fhall 
aaoti^er time regain it to their cuife ; for I will 
ftfike off £uch numbers of heads, all others OxaH 
he aftoniflled at it/ 

. The earl intended particularly to provide the 
itown .of Oudenarde moft amply with all forts of 
ilojres, provifion and men at arms ; for he thought 
that th,e men of Ghent would foon come to be» 
fiege it ; and, if they fucceeded, the lofs would be * 
gre^t to him, for they would then have the whole na^ 
vigation of the fine river Scheld at their command. 

He lent thither numbers of knights and fquires 
from Flan4ers, Hainiairit and Artois, who affembled 
their people in the town whether the inhabitants 
would or not. 

The commanders in Ghent were inforined what 
great preparations the earl had made in Oudenarde : 
they determined to attack it, declaring they woial4 
^ot return until they had gained it, h^td ilain al) 
within, and razed the walls to the groiind. 

Orders were given in Ghent for every one to 
provide hiipfelf ia ^ manner becoming his rank^ 
suid to be rpady to march whitberfoever he might 
be I^d* N^J^P da|:ed to difobey this order : tepts 
^nd pavilions wejrp packed up, with all other ftores ; 
having marched put pf Ghent, they encamped be- 
fore Oudenarde, in the beautiful meadows qq. the 
banks pf the Scheld. 

Three days after, the men from Bruges arrived, 
for they had beefi fummoned, and took up their 
quarter^ on (he fide ifipf^r p their town^ brmgitig 
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tridi them great quantities of ^bag]^gis and pro* 
vifion. Next came thofe from Tpres in great 
array : then the men of Poperingue, Meflines anc!^ 
Gramont. Hie Flemings thus drawn up before 
Oudenarde were upwards of one hundred thou* 
land : they made bridges of boats and hurdles by 
which they crofTed over the Scheld to each other. 

The earl, who refided at Lille, thinkmg they 
would attack Dendremonde firft, had fent to Ger- 
many, Gueldres and Brabant, to alk the fuccour. of 
a number of knights. The duke of Mons, his 
coufin, had Come to ferve him with a large body of 
knights^ and had entered Dendremonde, where 
they met the earl of Flanders, who was already ar- 
rived there by his frontiers of Hainault and Bra- 
bant, and was truly glad of their company. 

The Flemings maintained the fiege of Oudenarde 
for a long time ; during which, there were daily 
many grand attacks and (kirmifhes, and feveral gal- 
lant deeds of arms, both before the town and at the 
barriers, where numbers were killed and wounded ; 
for the Flemings aded madly and foolifhly in ha- 
zarding their perfons in thefe Ikirmifhes, often to , 
their great lofs. 

There were full eight hundred lances, knights 
and fquires, in the town of Oudenarde, all valiant 
menj among whom were feveral barons, fuch as 
the lords de Guiftelle, de Villiers, de Hullut and 
de Comais, Flemings: from Hainault were, the 
lords d'Anghien, d'Antoing, de Bofnel, dfe Taux, 
de Gommegines and his three brothers, fir John, 
fir Daniel and fir Jofeph, the lords de Stainbourg, 
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de Carue, fir Gerard de MarqueilUes, the lord de 
Cohen^ fir Ra0e 4e Mondgny, fir Henry de la Ha- 
medcp fir John de Gres ami other knights, ^mount^ 
ing to about on@ hundred and five in number. 
They kept up a regular and numerous guard i for 
they had not any confidence in the inhabitants, and 
they made the women and children retire into the 
inonafteries. The citizens and townfmen kept 
within their houfes } and^ in order to prevent the 
bad efie£):s of the cannon and the perpetual fire, 
which the Flemings kept up againft the town, they 
had the houfes covered with earth, to hinder th^m 
from taking fire. 

During the fiege of Oudenarde, the commanders 
jof the Flemings were informed that the earl was at 
Dendremonde, and had with him his coufin the 
duke de Mons and numbers of other knights. They 
determined to fend fix thoufand of their army 
thither, to e;8:amine its appearance, and to make an 
affault upon it. 

This refolution was executed. The detachment 
whici) had been ordered, under the command of 
Rafle de Harzelle, continued their march until they 
came to a fmall village on the river Teure, a fliort 
league fjrom Depdremonde^ where they took op 
their quarters. Jhefe Flemings had provided 
themfelyes with a number of boats, which they had 
had fexjt down the river, that they might embark on 
board ojf them, and attack the place by land and 
water. A little after midnight, they arofe, armed 
then)felves, and made every preparation to begin 
(I); a^ttagk the ii]ifi^nt the^fliould be ^rived there; 
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for they vt&ed to ftti!prife tbe knights m thdr beds. 
Thejr began their march ; but fome of the countrjr 
people who had heard of this intention of the Flenoh 
ings^ tftformed the guards of it, faying, * Be fare 
you keep a ftri£l and good guard ; for a large body 
of the men of Ghent, who have been benighted, are 
lying hard by here, and we know what they intend 
to dcu^ 

The guard at the gate related this to their cap^ 
tain^ who was a knight from Holland, called fir 
Thierry de Bredoro : on receiving which intelli* 
genGe,he ftrengthened his guard, and fent informa-^ 
don of it to all the knights lodged in the caftle and 
in tbe different houfes. 

Immediately on the break of day, the Flemings 
advanced by land and in tbeii* boats, well prepared 
for an inftant attack. When thofe in the caille 
and town iaw them approach, they founded thdr 
trumpets to alarm every one, the greater part of 
the knights and fquires being already armed. 

The earl df Flanders, who flept in the caille, 
heard of the march of the Flemings, and that they 
had <:ommenced the attack ; on which he inftantly 
rofe, armed himfelf, and fallied forth from the 
eaftle, his banner difplayed before him. At this 
time, there were in the town, fir Goffuin de Wrle 
great bailiff of Flanders, the lord de Gau, fir Ge« 
rard de Rafenghien, fir Philip de Mamines, fir 
I%ilip.de Rungi, a Burguudian, and others. All 
thefe knights advanced to meet the banner of the 
earl, and then they marched under it to the affault, 
K^hich was ahready begun in a fevere and horrible 
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manner ; for* thefe Flemings had brought in their 
boats cannons and crofs^bows, vrhich fhc^ fuch 
large and heavy bolts that when any one was ftruck 
by them there was no efcape from death. Againft 
, thefe bolts they were ftrongly fhielded j and the 
earl had with him feme excellent crofe-bows, who 
by their fhooting gave the Flemings enough to do» 
The duke de Mens was in another part with his 
troops drawn up, his banner before him ^ and there 
were in his company the lord de Brederode, fir 
Jofeph and fir Thierry de Lavare, fir Vivant de 
Chuperois, and feveral more, who each performed 
well their duty. 

In another quarter of the town, polled at a gate, 
were fir Robert Dale, fir John V^illain, tte lord de 
Vindefcot and fir Robert Marefchal. The attack 
here was very fharp, for the Flemings made vigorous 
afiaults by land and water, in which many were 
killed and wounded on each fide \ but more on the 
fide of the Flemings than on that of the gentlemen^ 
as the Flemings adventured tfaemfeives fooU 
hardily. 

This attack lafted, without ceafing, from th^ 
break of day until full noon. A knight of the 
earl's party was flain, called fir Hugh de Rony,* 
a Burgundian : he was much lamented, for hejoft 
his life by too much boldnefs, and for want <rf prut 
dence. RaiTe de Harzelle, the commander of the 
detachment, fought valiantly, and by his words and 
aftions greatly encouraged the men of Ghent. 
, The aflault ceafed in the afternoon, for Rafle 
found he was labouring in vaili, and th^t in Dendre* 
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sionde there were fuch brave men that it could not 
eaiUy be taken : his troops alfo began to be &• 
tigued. JH[e therefore founded a retreat, when the 
men retired in a handfome manner along the river 
iide, bringing off their fleet of boats ; and on the 
morrow they returned to their army be£Dre Oude* 
parde« 



CHAP. XXVI. 

J^VERAL ASSAULTS ARE MADE ON OUDEKARDB* 
—PEACE CONCLUDED BETWEEN THE FLEM- 
INGS AND THE EARL OF FLANDERS, BY 

« 

MEANS OF THE DUKE OF BURGUHDT. 

TTHE fiege of Oudenarde continued for a long 
time ; and the Flemings before it were mafters 
of the river and of the adjoining country, fo that 
no proviiion could be introduced without great 
danger^ and on the fide towards Hainault. Some- 
times viduallers, in hopes of gain, ventured, whilft 
the army was afleep, to come clofe to the barriers 
with proviiion, which by that means were brought 
into Oudenarde. 

Among the many attacks made on the town^ 
there was one which was very vigorous : it lafted 
the whole day. Upon this occaHon, fome new 
luiights were created from Flanders, Hainault and 
Artois, who wiihed to diftinguifh themfelves. Thefe 
new knights advanced to the barriers, where feveral 
^miihes took place with the men of Ghent, in 
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which many were killed and wounded : imt (hey 
paid little attention to this, and being regardlefs of 
death, they advanced fo boldly that wh^A tbofe in 
the front were flain or difabled, the r^r dragged 
them out, took their places, and kept a haftdfome 
countenance. This attack lafted utttil the dveilmg,' 
when thofe of Oudenarde retu/ned into their town, 
and fhut tl\e gates and barriers : they then buried 
their dead, and took great care of their wounded. 

The Flemings thought they fliould certainly 
conquer the town by affault or by famine ; for they 
well knew they had fo clofely furrounded it by land 
and water that nothing could enter it ; ^ and their 
remaining before it would not be of any detriment 
to them, for they were in their own country, and 
near their own homes. They had alfo every ne- 
ceflary article for their fupport, with all other thhigs 
in great abundance and cheaper than they would 
have had them at Bruges or Ghent* 

The earl of Flanders, being aware of the great 
number of men at arms that were in the town, fut 
pefted the intentions of the Flemings, that by keepi- 
ing ^p the blockade, they would in the end ftarve 
them to a furrender : he would therefore willingly 
have liftened to any overture for a negotiadotf that 
was honourable for him. To fay the truth, this 
war agalnft his fubjefts was highly difagreeable to 
him, and he had undertaken it contrary to his own 
opinion. His mother, the- lady Margaret ccnmtefs 
of Artois, blamed hiin much,* and cook great paiirs 
to put an end to it. 

Tlie countefji refided in the city of Arras, whence 
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flie wrote to "die duke of Burgundy, to whom the 
heritage of Flanders would fall by his marriage 
with her grand-daughter^ on the death of the earL 
The duke, who had before received informiktipn of 
diis affair, {or news was daily brought to him on 
the fufajed, came to Arras, attended by his council, 
and £r Guy de la Trimouille, fir John de Vienne 
admiral of France, fir Guy de Pontalliers and fe« 
veral others. The countefs received him with great 
joy, difcuifed with much wifdom the fubjeft of this 
war between her fon and his fubjeds ; how unbe- 
coming and very difpleafrng it was not only to her 
but to all reafonable perfons. She told him, that 
many valiant men, barons, knights and fquires^ 
were honourably Ihut up in the town of Oudenarde, 
and in very imminent danger ; and fhe begged, for 
God's fake, he would think of and provide a re* 
medy. 

The duke replied, that he was bound to do fo, 
and would exert himfelf to the utmoft of his 
power. Shortly after he left Arras, and went to 
Tournay, where he was joyfully received ; for the 
inhabitants of Tournay wifhed much for peace on 
account of their merchandize, which was ihut up 
on the Scheld. 

The duke of Burgundy fent the abbot de St. 
Martin to the army before Oudenarde tofoimd the 
leaders of the men from^Ghent, if they would enter 
into a negotiation. The abbot brought the duke 
for anfwer, that out of refpetl to him, they would 
enter into a treaty : the duke granted paffports, 
and received the fatne from the Flemings, for the 
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negotiators t6 meet at Fbnt de Ro&e, xAtete the 
firft conference lafted from morning until night; 

The duke himfelf went thither to parley with die 
Flemings; and^ after the conference^ be returned 
to Touf nay in company with the iearl^ whom he 
brought back with him. 

Thefe conferences continued for fifteen ds ys. It 
was difficult to fatisfy the Flemings, as they infiftfed 
on having Oudenarde demolifhed, to which the 
duke and his minifters would not confibnt. 

The Flemings kept i^p a grand and haughty ap- 
pearance, making no account of peace ; for they 
maintained, that as thofe within Oudenarde could 
not leave it without great danger to thenrfelves, 
they confidered the town as conquered. 

The duke of Burgundy, feeing thefe Flemings fo 
proud and prefumptuous, and fo indifferent to con«^ 
elude a treaty, could not conceive their meaning ; 
he therefore requefted a paflport for his marflialto 
vifit the knights in Oudenarde, which was inftantly 
granted him. The marflial of Burgundy went 
into the town, and found the knights well pro- 
vided, excepting fome articles of which they were 
greatly in want : they, however, boldly faid to the 
marfhal ; ' Tell my lord of Burgundy from us, not 
to enter into any diflionourable treaty on our ac- 
count ; for, through God's mercy, we are in good 
health, and cs^re not for mir enemies.' This an- 
fwer pleafed the duke much, who at the time was 
at Pont de Rofne : however, he did not neglefl: to 
pufh forward his negotiations. 

To fay the truth, thofe of Ypres and Bruges were 
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tired of die war, as well as tbofe from die Franc, 
who law winter approaching: they therefore argued 
in council, that CUice the duke of Burgundy, to ac- 
commodate the bufinefs, had come thither inr per* 
ion, and had engaged to have every thing par- 
doned ; fince alfo the earl would return in an ami* 
cable manner to Ghent, there to refide, and, let 
what would happen, would never remember the 
paft } all thefe confiderations ought to be attended 
to ; and they confidered themfelves bound to ac« 
knowledge their lord with refped, and not attempt 
to tear his inheritance from him. 

Thefe words gready foftened the men of Ghent, 
and they agreed to accept the treaty. The duke 
gave a mod magnificent dinner to the principal 
perfons from Ghent, Bruges, Tpres and Courtray, 
Oa that day, it was fettled that the fiege fbould be 
raifed, and a folid peace concluded between the 
earl and his fubjeds : that the earl fhould grant a 
general pardon to all, without any refervadon, dif« 
iembling or exception whatever : that he ihould re« 
ilde at Ghent, and that within a year the citizens 
of Ghent ihould rebuild the caftle of Andreghien, 
which report faid they had burnt. For the fuller 
confirmation of all this, John Pruniaux was to ac* 
company the duke of Burgundy to Tournay, where 
it was to be properly drawn up and fealed. After 
this, the diike returned to Tournay, and John Pru- 
niaux and John Boule remained with the army. 

On the morrow, peace was proclaimed between 
the two parties, the liege was raifed, and every man 
returned to hi$ home. The earl diibanded his fol- 
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^ers, and greatly thanked the fordgftert for thij 
gallant fervices they had done him : he then went 
to Lille, to execute the treaties which hisfon in law 
the duke of Burgundy had concluded for Wra. 

Some of the neighbouring countries faid, that 
this was a double-faced peace ; that thete would be 
another rebellion ; and that the earl had only con* 
fented to it, in order to extricate fuch a number of 
noble knights and fquires from the danger they ran 
In Oudenarde. 

John Pruniaux, after the breaking up of the 
liege, ^ent to Tournay, where the duke of Bur- 
gundy entertained him handfomely. The articles 
of the treaty were there completed, and fealed'by 
the duke and the earl of Flanders. John Pruniaux 
afterwards returned to Ghent, and fhewed what he 
had done. The duke of Burgundy had fo well 
managed the men of Ghent, by kind words^, that 
Oudenarde was faved from deftrudion ; for, when 
the fiege was raifed in conformity to the treaty, 
they would have demolifhed the gates and walls of 
the town, that it might remain open and ready for 
them to retire to. 

The earl of Flanders having refided fome time at 
Lille, after the duke of Burgundy had returned to 
France, went to Bruges, where he made a long 
ftay : during which, he fecretly fliewed great dif- 
pleafure to fome of the citizens of Bruges, without^ 
however, doing any thing more, nor feeming de- 
firous of otherwife punifhing them for their having 
fo readily deferred his party, and placing them* 
felves under the command of Ghent. Theffe ex- 

tizens 
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liitens ^xcufed themfelves by faying^ what was in* 
deed true, that it hac^ not been through any fault 
of theirs, but was folely owing to the fmall handi* 
crafts of the town, who would ally themfelves with 
thofe of Ghent when John Lyon came before 
Bruges. The earl pafled over their mifcondud 
with as fair looks as he could, but he did not the 
lefs remember it. 

We will now leave him and the Flemings, and 
return to the affairs of Brittany. 



CHAP. xxvn. 

TH£ DUKE OF BRITTANY RETURNS FROM ENGLAND,, 

AT THE ENTREATY OF HIS SUBJECTS. THE 

ENGUSH ARE DESIROUS OF MARRYING THEIR 
YOUNG KING.— -THE KNIGHTS OF ENGLAND SENT 
TO THE AID OF THJ^ DUKE OF BRITTANY MEST 
WITH GREAT TEMPESTS AT SEA. 

VOU have before heard that the duke of Brit- 
tany redded in England with king Richard 
and his uncles^ who entertained him handfomely, 
and that his country was in great trouble ; for the 
king of France had ordered thither his conftable 
with a large body of men at arms^ who had fixed 
their quarters at Pontorfon, and near St. Michael's 
Mount, whence they made war on all the adjacent 
country. The inhabitants of the cities and prin- 
cipal towns kept themfelves well inclofed, and 
Y9L. 'W L were 
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were very aftxidus for tb6 tetMtn tf tfeeit lord, f <> 
whom they had already fent letCers and inefibngers : 
but he was fearful of trufting to them, until the 
prelates and barons of Brittany and the great towns 
"bcgaii to murmur, and fay ; ^ We fend every 
week letters of invitation to the duke 5 butj inftead 
of coming, he only returns us excufes/ ^ In God's 
name,' faid fome of them, ' there muft be a reafon 
for this : we fend to him in too fimple a maimer. 
We ought to fend him a knight or two of rank, in 
whom he may truft, and who will fully explain to 
him the true ftatc of the country/ 

This propofal was agreed to ; and two valiant 
knights, fir Geoffry de Querimel and fir Euftace 
de la Houffaye, were entreated to go to England, 
at the joint folicitations of the prelates^ barons and 
principal towns in Brittany *• 

Thefe two knights made preparations for their 
voyage to England, and, embarking on board a 
teflel at Cano f? had weather and wind according 
to their wifli. They made fail for Southampton, 
and there difembarked : condnuing their journey 
to London, they found the duke and duchcfs of 
Brittany and fir Robert Knolles, who received 
them with gteat joy, and handfomely entertained 
them. 

The knights then related to the duke the ftiite 
sittd difpofition of his country, dnd how very at- 
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* l*he hifloire de la Bretagtie mentions three other per^s 
afl depi>tiet> and cites the public adb for authority. tj^oSrj de 
Queriroel was a favourite of the duke. 

f Caho.' Q. Concarrieau. 

dently 
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deiltly his return was wifhed for J to confirm which,; 
they gave to the duke Cheir credential letters from 
the prelates, barons and principal towns of Brit-< 
tany. 

The duke gave full credence to the knights and 
their letters, and faid he would Ihew them to the 
king and his uncles, which he did. 

When the king and his uncles heard all thef& 
things, and how the whole of Brittany, thd 
prelates, barons and principal towns, excepting 
Guefclin, Laval, Cliffon, Rohan and Rochefort, 
had fent to the duke their lord, fupplicating 
him to return to his own country, the king faid to 
him ; * You muft go over to Brittany, fince they 
fend for you, and maintain your rights : we will 
Ihortly fend to your affiflance a- fufficient force of 
men at arms to defend your frontiers j but you 
will leave the lady-duchefs with my mother and 
her brothers, whtlft you go to carry on this war.* » 

The duke heard thefe words with great joy, gmd 
made his preparations accordingly : he was not 
Jimg in having every thing ready at Southampton. 
When taking leave of the king, the princefs of 
WaliBs, and of his duchefs, he made a ftrid treaty 
of alliance with the king of England, and fwore on 
his faith, that if he (hould fpcedily be fuccoured 
by the Englifli, he would always remain fteadily 
^Lttached to them, and do all in his power to make 
his country join with him; and that Knglan<l 
fliould always find his ports open, whenever her 
fleets fhould come thither. 

After this, he fet p,ut from London, accompanied 

L 2 by 
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by fir Robert Knolles and (he two knights y^hxf 
were fent to him, with about one hundred men at 
arms and two hundred archers. There was a- 
fhort delay at Southampton, waiting for a favour- 
able wind, where they embarked. They landed 
at Guerrande*, and rode oft to Vannes^ 

The inhabitants of that city received the duke 
with great demoitflrations of joy, as indeed did the 
whole country when they heard of his arrival. 

The duke refrefhed himfelf for five days, or there- 
aboQts, in Vannes, and then went to Nantes : there 
he Was waJted on by barons, prelates, knights, ladies 
and damfels, who all offered their fervices, and put 
themfclves under his obedience. They greatly 
complained of the French, and of the conftafele, 
who had quartered himfelf in the country near 
Rennes. 

The duke faid ; * My friends, I fhall (hortly 
have aid from England ; for without the affiftance 
df the Englifh, I Ihall not be able to defend myfelf 
againft the French; otherwife th^y will be too 
ftrong for us, feeing that we are not all in this 
country of one mind« But when the forces which 
the king of England has promifed fhall be arrived, 
if they have done you wrongs, we will return them 
the compliment/ This fpeech greatly pleafed thofe 
of the duke's party who were prefent. 

In this year, about St. Andrew *s day, died the 
lord Charles, king of Germany and emperor of 



* Guerrande, — a town in Brittany, between the rivers 
Vilaine and Loire, diocefe of Nantes. 

Rome. 
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Rome. King Charles had done fo well by money 
and by his great connexions, that the eledors of 
the empire had given it under their oaths and feals, 
they would eleft, after his deceafe, his fon em- 
peror, and exert their whole power to maintain the 
fiege before Aix, and to defend him againft all 
oppofers; fo that, after the 'death of Charles, hi« 
fon Winceflaus, who before was king of the Ro^ 
mans, figned himfelf emperor of Rome, king of 
Germany and Bohemia. 

About this fame feafon, there were many coun- 
cils held in England, by the uncles of the king, 
the prelates and barons, relative to marrying the 
young king Richard. The Englifh would have 
preferred a princefs of Hainault, out of love for 
that good lady queen Philippa, who had been fo 
virtuous, liberal and honourable, and who had 
come from Hainault ; but duke Albert, at that 
itime, had not any daughters marriageable. 

The duke of Lancafter would willingly have 
feen the king, his nephew, married to his daughter, 
whom he had had by the lady Blanch of Lancafter, 
but the people would not have confented to this 
for two reafons; that the lady was his coufin- 
german, and too nearly related ; and that they 
wiihed the king to choofe a queen froij> beyoi^d 
fea, in order to gain ftronger alliances^ 

The fifter of the king of Bohemia and of Ger- 
many, daughter of the lately deceafed emperor, 
was then propofed, and the whole council afTented 
to it. 

Sir Simon Burley, ^ fag^ and valiant knight, 

who 
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i^hb had beeft the king's tutor, and much beloved 
by the prince his JEather, was nominat'^d to go to 
Germany, to treat of this marriage, as a wife anti 
able Negotiator. Every neceflary preparation was 
ordered, as well for his expcnces as other wife, Hp 
fet oiit from England ftiagnificcntly equipped, and 
?^rri ved at Calais ; from thence he wenl to Grave* 
lines, and continued his journey until he catne to 
Bruflfels, where he met the duke Winceflaus of 
Brabant, the duke Albert, the cpunt de Blots,, 
the count de St. Pol, fir William de Maulny, and 
numbers of knights from Biuibant, Hainauk a&4 
other parts, partaking of a grand feafl of tilts and 
tournaments ; and it was on this occafion all tbefe 
lords were there affembled. 

The duke and duchefs of Brabant, from the 
love they bore the king of England, received his 
knight moil courteoully. They wer<5'niuch re- 
joiced on hearing the caufe of his journey into 
Germany, and faid it would be a good match be^ 
tween the king of England and their niece. They 
gave to fir Simon Buriey, on his departure, fpecial 
letters to the emperor, to aiTure him they approved 
very much df this ttiarriagc. The knight fet 0*1 1 
from Bruffels, and took tl» r©ad through Louvain 
to Cologne. 

About this time, the king of England and his 
ctjuncil ordered two h^undred men at arms, and 
four hundred archers to Brittany^ under the com- 
m^and of fir John Arundd : fir Hugli Calverley , 
fir Thomas Banafter, fir Thomas Trivet, fir Water 
pole, fir John Bourchier, the lard Ferners and the 

lord 
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lord Baflfet v/cxc appoiated to this expedidgoiu 
Thefe knights made all the preparation they want» 
edy and went to Southampton, where they embark- 
ed QO board their veflels. When they bad a fa* 
¥Ourable wind, they let fail. 

The firfi day, it was fair ; but, towards evening^ 
it veered about, and became quite contrary, whlcl} 
drove them, whether they would or not, on tho 
coaft3 of Cornwall. The wind was fo ftrong and 
imyetuous, they were afraid to call anchor. Oa 
the morrow, the ftorm continued as fierce 9s ever, 
and ibrced them into the iriih fea; when it became 
fo violem, three of their ftups funk, on board of 
which were fir John Arundel, fir Thomas Ba^ 
safter and fir Hugh Calverky. Upwards of 
^^hty perifbed of their complement of men at 
arms, and in the number the commander in chief, 
fir John Arundel, which was great pity, for he wa$ 
a valiant and eaterprifmg knight. 

Sir Thomas Banafter and fir Walter Pole, two 
brave knights, were drowned, and many others. 

Sir Hugh Calverley never before experienced 
greater peril ; for all thofe who were in his vefTel 
were drowned, except himfelf and feven failors ; 
but fir Hugh and the failors took to the mails and 
tables to fave thomfelves, and, as the wind was 
flrong, they were blown on the ihore : but, having 
fwallowed much fea-water, they were long fick and 
runcomfortable. 

Sir Thomas Trivet, fir John Bourchier, the lords 
f^rers and JBaSet lefcaped this danger, wi^ others: 

however. 
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however, they were much driven and tumbled 
about. 

When the temped ceafed, they returned as well 
as they could to Southampton, and waited on the 
king and his uncles ; to whom they related . their 
misfortunes, including fir Hugh Calverley among 
the drowned : but it was not fo, as it afterwards 
appeared when he came to London. / 

This expedition was put an end to ; and the 
duke of Brittany did not receive any afliftance 
from the Englifh, which was very much againft 
him ; for all that feafon and the enfuing winter 
the French carried on a deftruftive war. The 
Bretons, that is to fay, fir Oliver de ClifTon and his 
men, took the town of Dlnant, by means of veffels 
and boats, which they pillaged, and kept after- 
wards, for a long time, againft the duke and the 
country. 

We will now return to the aflfairs of Flanders, 



CHAP. XXVIII. 



THE TOWN OF GHENT SENDS AMBASSADORS TO 
THE EARL OF TLANDER8, TO ENTREAT HIM 
TO COME THITHER. 

Xl/'HEN, peace was concluded between the earl 

of Flanders and the men of Ghent, by the 

mediadon of the duke of Burgundy, which gained 

him 
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him great popularity throughout^ the country, tlie 
men of Ghent were very defirous that the ^fl 
ihould come and fix his refidence in their town% 
The -provoil of Haerlabeke had ftrongly advifed 
the earl to improve the affe&ion between him and 
Ghent, in which he was feconded by all the earPa 
relations. 

The earl, however, continued to refide at Bruges^ 
and never went near Gh^it, which furpriTed ewf 
one; but, in particular, the well-intentioned and 
principal inhabitants, who were anjcious for peace. 
As for the white hoods and pillagers, who only 
fought difturbance, they dreaded his return ; for 
they fufpeded, that if he did come, they would be 
privately correfted for the evils they had done. 

Notwithftanding thefe doubts of the magiftracjr 
and town-council, the rich men were particularly 
impatient for his arrival, and wi(hed they would 
fend to reqiieft it ; for they did not look upon the 
peace as ftable until he fhoiild have refided in 
Ghent. 

Twenty-four deputies were feleded to go to' 
Bruges, to declare to the earl the great love 
the town of Ghent had for hitn, and their wiflies 
for his refidence among them. They fet off in a 
magnificent manner, as thofe fhould w^o wait on 
their lord ; but they were told on leaving the town^ 
• ^Jever think of returning to Ghent, unlefs you 
bring back the earl with you; otherwife you will 
6nd the gates ihut.' 

Thus did the citizens of Ghent fet out, taking 
the road towards Bruges. When they were be- 
tween 
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twcen Deyiife and Brug^a, t^ey karat that the 
fs^X was qomii^, which gave theoi great pleafwre ^ 
lindy after they had rode on about a league, they 
ipercexved the earl in the plain. On feei»g. hita, 
jthey advanced in two divifions, making a lanc^, 
ithrough which the earl and his knights paffed. 

The citizens made low reverences, and fhcwed 
jevery tnark of refped to the earl and to his at- 
•te^kdaats : b^t he Icarcely looked at them, oaly 
touched a little his hat ; and, duric^ jibe whole 
.tiine, fee »^ver noticed them. Thus they all rode 
on; the earl on* one fide, tl;ie deputatipn from 
yGrhent oa another ; until they came to Deynfe, 
^here tjbey ftopped, for the earl was to Aim there. 
The deputation took fome houfes for themielves, 
wA dined ^Ib. After dinner, they all w^ed on 
itie earl ; and, having koelt down before hita (for ^ 
tiae earl was feated), they prefented to him the 
iini^ble a&i^ion of the citizens of Ghent, and re- 
0ionftrated with him, that from their great love 
to him, and their earneft defire for him to refide 
among them, they had been deputed^ adding ; 
* On our departure, my lord, the townfmen faid, 
ihaft we muft not think of returning unlefs we 
thought you with us.* 

The eafl^ wiao ha3 well heard thefe words, was 
jfor % time filem ; when he faid calmly,—.* I wiH- 
iingly believe all you fay, and thart many in Ghent 
.-wifttine tD<K>me thither: but I amjurprifed they 
do not recoiled, nor feem inclined to remember 
fonaaer times, when I was fo defir^vus of complying 
with aU their requefts, iind how I expdHed from 

the 
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the country fuch of my gentlemen as they com- . 
plained of, in compliance with their laws. I have 
too often opened my prifons, to furrender up mine 
and their own burgeii'es, whenever they folicited 
it, I have loved and efteemed them more than 
any other of my fubjeds ; aod they have behaved 
to ine quite the contrary, ilain my bailiff, deltroyed 
the houfes of my people, driven away my officers, 
burnt the houie in the world which I loved the 
moft, forced my towns to fide with them, mur- 
dered my knights in the town of Ypres : in ihart, 
they have aded fo wickedly towards me and niy 
lights that I am tired of mentioning iheoi) and 
vtddi never to remember them ; but, whether I wiU 
or BoC, I omoot help doing fo/ 

^ Ah, my lord,' replied the deputies, ' do uot 
think more of what has paffed : you have par^ioa* 
rd us for all thofe evil deeds/ 

* That is true,' anfwered the earl, ^ and I do not 
mean, by what I have jufl faid^ that in time to 
come you fiiali fare the worfe for it. I only poiat 
out to you the great cruelties and wickednefc 
which I have fu&red froun the town of Cheat/ 

The earl 'was dien foftened : rifing up, be made 
them rile alfo, and, calling to the lord de RuiTe- 
iiers who was near him, iaZd, ^ Let them bring 
vine.^ The deputation drank of ift, and then re- 
tired to their lodgings, where they reoaiained all 
night, for the carl ftaid there. On the morrow, 
tbey all rode together towards Ghent. 
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CHAP. XXIX. 

THE EAKL OF FLANDERS ENTERS THE TOWN OF 
GHENT, AND SECRETLY DEPAR1S FROM IT.— THE 
WALLS Q? OUDENAPDE ARE RAZED BY THE WHITE 
HOO08, THEIR ALLIES AND ACCOMPLICES. 

« 

Xl/^HEN the inhabitants of Ghent heard the carl 
was on his" road thither, they were much 
rejoiced, and went out to meet him on . horfeback 
and on foot : they bowed very lowly when they 
met him, and fhewed him all the reverence in their 
power ; but he pafied on without faying a word, 
only juft bowed his head to them. 

He rode to his hotel, called la Poterne, where 
he dined. Great prefents were lilade him by the 
town, and the magiftrates waited * on him, who 
humbled themfelves greatly in his prefence, as was 
but right. 

The earl addreffed them, faying, * that when 
there was a ftable peace, every thing ought to have 
a peaceable appearance : I would, therefore, that 
thefe white hoods be laid afide, and fome amends 
made for the death of my bailiff, for his family are 
very importunate with me on the fubjeft.' 

* My lord,* replied the magiftrates, * that is fully 
our intention ; and we befeech your highnefs, that 
you would have jthe goodnefs to come to-morrow 
to the fquare, and explain to your fubjefts, in an 

amicable 
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amicable manner, what your wiflies are r they will 
be fo much rejoiced on feeing you again that they 
will comply with all your defires/ 

The earl agreed to their requeft. In the even- 
ing, it was known to number^, that the earl was, 
on the morrow, to harangue the people at eight 
o'clock in the morning, in the market-placei 
Good men were much pleafed thereat ; but the 
mad and outrageous thought little of it, and faid 
they had had enough of harangues, and knew well 
what they were to do. 

John Pruniaux, John Boule, Raffe de Harzelle 
and Peter du Bois, leaders of the white hoods, 
were fearful that every thing would be laid to their 
charge, and, having difcourfed together, fent for 
fome of their men, making choice of thofe that 
were the word and moft violent of their compa- 
nies, and fsdd to them ; * Be fure you remain all 
this night and to-morrow armed ; and, whatever 
may be faid to you, do not put off your white 
hoods ; but be all of you in the market-place to- 
morrow by eight o'clock, and make not any riot 
unlefs it be firft begun on you. You will either 
give thefe orders to your companies or fend them 
by a fafe hand.* * They anfwered they would 
pundually comply, which they did. 

The next morning, at eight o'clock, they all 
went to the market-place, but not in a body: 
they feparated in different parties, for their leaders 
were then among them. The earl came on horfe- 
back to the market-place, attended by his knights, 
'- lquirc» and magiftrates of the town. John dc 

Fau^ille 
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FatJcille was with him, and bpwards crf^ forty of 
the richeft and mod refpedaWe inhabitants. 

The earl, as he was paffing up tlje market-place, 
caft his eyes on the white hoods, which made him 
melancholy : he difmounted, as did his attendants, 
and went to a window, from whence he leaned 
ont, on a crimfon cloth, which had there been 
fpread for him. 

The earl began to addrefs the people with a very 
difcreet fpeech, in which he (hewed what love and 
affcdion he had borne them before they had an- 
gered him. He remonftrated, that a prince and 
fovereign lord ought to be loved, feared, obeyed 
and honoured by his fubjefts, and explained how 
very contrary they had afted. He alfo noticed 
how well he had always defended them againfl: 
their enemies, and had kept them in peace and 
profperity : that he had opened to them commiu- 
nications by fea, which before his joyful acceflioa 
had been Ihut againft them. He difplayed much 
4irgument and good fenfe, which were utidet^ftood 
by the wife, and acknowledged for truth. He 
wis weH liftened to by feveral, but by othef s not 
at all, for they were defirous of confufion. 

When he had fpoken an hour, he concludefd by 
faying, ' that after having fo fully cxplaitted every 
thing, he was willing to continue their good lord, 
in the fame irianncr as he had formerly been : 
that he forgave all the injuries and contempt they 
had fliewn him ; and that he would never mover 
recoUcft the evil deeds which had paffed, but would 
preferve to them their rights and firandufes^ -tiid he 

had 
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« 

had done. He entreated, therefore^ that no novelr 
ties might be inttoduc^, and that thofe white 
hoods fhould be laid afide/ 

During the firft part of his fpeech, all vTere 
nient, as if there had not been any one prefent ; 
but) the moment he touched on the white hoods^ 
murmurs were heard on all (ides, which fliewed it 
was on that account. 

The people were then entreated to retire to their 
houfes in a peaceable manner. 1 he earl left the 
market-place with his attendants, and the reft 
went to their homes* But I muft fay, that the 
white hoods came the firft to the market-place, 
and were the lad to quit it ; and, when the earl 
prefied through them, they looked ilUhumoured 
at him, difdaining to puii oS thdr caps, which 
afie£led him much ; for he faid afterwards to his 
knights, when retired to la Poternc ; ^ I fhall never 
gain my wi(h with thefe white hoods : they are dH 
accurfed wicked people. My mind tells me, things 
will not remain long as they now are : if I may 
judge from appearances, there is inudi evil intend- 
ed ; and, were I to lofe all, I will not fufier fuch 
pride and wickednefs.' 

The earl remained four or five days at Ghent, 
and then he departed in fuch a manner as fhewed 
he never agsun intended returning thither. He 
went to Lille, where he made his prq>arations for 
padOkig the winter. He fcarcely took leave of any 
one when he quitted Ghent, and fet out much out 
of humour, for which feveral of the town wepe 
difpleafed,. and iaid he would never do them any 

good 
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good again } that they would no more love iunf 
than he did them : he had now left them m he had 
done before ; and that Gilbert and his brother* 
had fo advifed, Seeing that he had fo fuddenly, and 
without aSedion, departed from Ghent. 

John Pruniaux, Rafle dc Harzelle, John Boule 
and Peter du fiois^ with the other wicked captains^ 
were much pieafed at all this, . and fpread rumours* 
over the town, that the earl would return in the 
fummer with fufficient force to break the peace ; 
that it behoved every one to be on his guards and 
to. lay in good ftore of corn, oats, meat, fait, and 
alt forts of provifion, for that no dependance could 
be placed on the earl. 

The townfmen, therefore, laid in very great 
ftores of all things neceflary for them : when it 
was told the earl, he was mightily furprifed, and 
could not guefs why they were fo very fufpicious* 
To fay the truth, when all which I have related i» 
duly confidered, one cannot but wonder how th^ 
men of Ghent diflfembled, and had done fo from 
the beginning. The rich and principal men of 
the town could not excufe themfelves for their 
condud at the commencement of thefe commo* 
tions ; for certainly if they had been willing, when 
John Lyon firft introduced the wearing of white 
hoods, they could eafily have prevented it : they 
might have fent againft the canal-diggers of Bruges^ 
other men who would have done as well as -the 
white hoods: but they permitted them, becaufe 
they did not choofe to have it thought they were 
againft the franchifes of the town» They there* 

fore 
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tonc(Msdaied to every thingt (or whkh tb^ rklf^fl: 
and moft diCdred mea paid v<ery dearly afterw^d^* 
Tbey vere no longer maft^d in th^ towii, and 
dajred neither ip^k nor aft but at the wbtte hoodtf 
plcafod* Tliey fiud^ diat nekber for John Lyoa 
Mr fof Gflbert Malithew, Qor for their war$ afi4 
hflliieds wQuld they takfi part ; but cb^y were united 
» Pdne ^fointj the preferving and defending the fhou 
chifes. of the citizens of Ghent, which they a&er^ 
wwds desionftraiied, for they mad^ a war which 
• kfted for £e¥en years ; and, during lhal.tiiM» there 
were no quarrels in the town, which was thdr 
great ca«ii(e of defence both at home and ^road* 
niey were £0 much nmted together diat there were 
not any dji(lraAions among them, bul each fiib^ 
ibribed fak money and jewels to the general fund ; 
and^thofe among them who had the greateft abun- 
dance gave it to this flock, as you ftaU hear xet 
laKed. 

Ncc long afior the «arl d fhnd/srsi* departune 
fr-om XSdieat, and fixing his refidence jat LUle, 
O&ver d'AfuSterme, ooufin-german to Rog&r d'Au* 
terme whom the men of Ohent murdered, feint bi$ 
defiance^o thattown, in revenge for his death* 1^ 
f^ip -de i^\famines did the fame, as well 4^ fe^rei^ 
others. After thefe challenges had been deliy^eredy 
they met about fifty boats, vfMi their crew^ de^ 
fcending the Scheld,^ laden with com for Ghent, 
<m whom ithey retaliaited &r the death of their 
cou^ : having feized the mariners, ihey pat put 
^leir veyesy ^aiid in this .maimed and mifexahle S^ 
they 4esKt ^tbem to Ohent* 

Vol. V. M ^ The 
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The citizens of Ghent looked on this ad as a 
perfonal injury done to them : when complaints of 
it were brought before the magiftrates, they were 
much enraged, and knew not what to fay. There 
^ere great murmurings throughout the town; .and 
the majority of the inhabitants faid the earl of 
Flanders had done it^ fo that fcarcely any one that 
was a refpedable charader could offer aHy thin^ in 
his defence* 

The inftant John Pruniaux, who was at the time 
the principal leader and mafler of the white hoods, 
heard this news, without faying a word to the mar 
giftrates of the town, (I know not if he mentioned 
his plan to the other captains, his companions, but 
I (hould fuppofe he did,) affembled the greater part 
of the white hoods, and others equally inclined to 
do evil, and marched out of Ghent, taking the road 
to Oudenarde. 

When he came thither, there was not any guard 
nor centinel,for they fufpeded" nothing: he feized 
the gate, and entered the town ^gith his nien, who 
amounted to piore than five thoufand* When 
fnorning came, he fet labourers to work, with jcar- 
penters and mafons whom he had brought with 
him; and they never ceafed working until they 
had deftroyed the two gates, the towers and the 
walls, which they flung into the ditch on the fide 
towards Ghent. 

Now, how could thofe excufe themfelves who 
had confented to this wicked deed? for they re- 
mained in Oudenarde upwards of a months de« 
ftroying the gates and walls. If they had remanded 

their 
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their people as foon as it was known what they 
were doings one might have excnfed them ; but 
they did no fuch thing: on the contrary, they 
winked at it, and fuSered them to proceed, until 
news was carried to the earl, who refided at Lille, 

« 

how. John Pruniaux had flolen into Oudenarde, 
and was deftroying two of the gates and walls of it, 
as well as the towers. 

The earl was in great choler on hearing this ; 
indeed, he had good caufe for it ; and faid, ^ Ha^ 
thefe accurfed people ! the devil poffeffes them : I 
(hall never have peace fo long as thefe ghent men 
have .fuch power/ He then fent fome of his coun« 
cil to the raagiftrates of Ghent, to remonftrate with 
them on the violent outrage they had committed, 
and to declare they were people with whom no 
terms could be kept, fmce the peace which the 
duke of Burgundy had with great difficulty pro- 
(mred foj them had been already broken andL in- 
fringed. ^^^. 

, The mayor and jurats of the town of Ghent 
excufcd themfelves by faying, * that they never 
(bought of breaking* the peace, nor had they any 
fuchwiih or inclination; and that, if John Pru- 
niaux had of himfelf committed any outrage, the 
town would not avow it/ They excufcd them* 
felves loyally arid fully j but they added, • that the 
earl had permitted great exceifes to be committed 
againit them, by thofe of his houfehold, who had 
wounded and flain fome of their fellow«citizens } 
.and this was much felt by the whol^ town« What 
iay you, my lords, to this ?' 
• ■ Ma The 
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Itie commSflTaries from the carl tcplifd, *they 
kad vrtW revenged themfelTes.* * Oh no/ an- 
ftxrered the tnagiftrates : * we do not fay that what 
John Pruniaax has done at Oadenarde was by way 
of revenge ; for we can ciearfy prove by the treaty 
cf peace, if we choofe, and we appeal to the tefti- 
motty of the doke of Burgundy, that Oudenarde 
was to have been difmantled by us, or put in the 
ftate it k now in : but, at the entreaty of the duke> 
we did not then infift upon h/ 

TTie commiffaries replied ; * It appears theii, by 
ivhat you have faid, that you ordered it to be dbne, 
and you cannot now excufe yourfelves from this 
charge : fince you knew that John Pruniaux was 
gone to Oudenarde, (whither he had marched with 
a large army, and had furprifed It under fliadow o£ 
the peace,) and that he was deftroyftig the fortifi- 
cations, and throwing the walls into the ditch, yon 
"ought to have gofte thither and fc^rtddden hhn TX> 
commit fuch outrages, until you ihould have laid 
yb\ir* complaints before the earl. Of the wounding 
and affaulting your -citiizens,* you fliouia have ad- 
drefled yourfelves to the dukeof Burgtindy, ^wfco 
"had made the peace, Ind Ye'tn'ollftrated'TXritlh him on 
the bufinefs. By this means, your quarrels wotfid 
have been made up ; blit you 'have not done fb. 
My lord of Flanders therefore infotms yon, Ait 
fmce you liave thus contemptaoufly behavefl yow- 
felves to\Vards him, and then peiitkm him "Widi 
fwords in your hands, he will one day tsSke fccfh 
cruel revenge on you that all the world ihall eter 
afterwards fpeak of it.* 

They 
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llify tii« kft the miyor and jtint^^ Obc«t» 
v4% ^iux they had diiied^ fet oat on their retom 
through Courirty to Lille i when they rdaled to 
the esorl what they had donet and what excufea the 
torn of Ghent had made.^ 
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CHAP. XXX. 

THB MEW OF GHENT StJRRENDER OUDENARDE. 

THEY DESTROY THE HOUSES OF THE NOBLES. 
—A CRUEL AND PITILESS WAR RENEWED BE- 
TTTEEN THE MEN OF GHENT ANTD THE NOBI- 
LITY, 

^N£ may well be furprifed to hear the matter of 

this treaty fo diveriely ipokea of, smd fuch 

d&otn&ang accounU told of it, which every 0Q€ who 

reads xwy imderftaxid. Some laid, the mea of 

Ghent were i» the right to make this war, which 

WIS ib cruel and of fuch loog oominu^nce in Flan- 

ders,. adding, they had a jaft caufe for £> doiag^ ; 

but it docs not &> appear to me from what i have 

£ku9 nor can I karn or underftand but that the 

earl always pre&rtttd peace to war, ei:€eptiiig where 

hts honour and dignity were concerned. ' Did he 

mot give up the cidzcj^ who was confined in his 

friibn ai £rdo i Yes,, he did ; and they murdered 

bk bailiff, la order to preferve peace, be again 

iprndoned ifaem dits eoitrage ; \ffhen they m one 

day caufed an jQ&iicoQ6tion throug^^ynt all Flwders 

againft 
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aigainft him, and flew, even in the town of Ypres, 
five of his knights. They afterwards attacked 
Oudenarde, and befieged it, doing every thing in 
their power to take and deftroy it. After this, 
peace was concluded; but they refufed to make 
any atonement for the death of Roger d*Auterme, 
though his family had frequently demanded it; for 
which that family had revenged themfelves on fome 
mariners, by whom all thefe difturbances were ori- 
ginally created : and was this a fufHcient reafon for 
the total deftrudion of Oudenarde? I think not; 
and this opinion is confirmed by many others 
agreeing in it. They faid in reply, that the earl 
had other things to fettle with Ghent ; and infifled 
on having reparation made for what had been done 
to the mariners, before they would furrender Ou- 
denarde. 

The earl was exceedingly enraged, as well as his 
council, that the ghent men ihould keep pofieilion 
of Oudenarde. He knew .not how to expel them 
from it, which made him forely repent, that not- 
. witbftanding the peace he had entered, into with 
Ghent, he had not more ftrongly guarded it. He 
frequently wrote, and fent to them to furrender it 
to him ; otherwife he would wage fo fevere a war 
that they fhouldfor ever remember it. 

The citizens of Ghent were unwilling to avow 
this aft ; for, if they had, the peace would have 
been broken. At laft, fome of the principal inha- 
bitants, who wiflied for peace and tranquillity, fuch 
; as John de Faucille, Guifebert de Guife, fir Simon 
^ete and many others, nndertook the bufmefs; and, 
. . after 
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aflier twelve days negodadBg, thole fiom Ghent 
who were in Oudenarde returned home^ and the 
town was furrend^red to the earl's men. In order 
further to appeafe the earl, John Pruniaux- was hz^ 
nifhed from Ghent and from Flanders for ever : 
his fentence dated it as the reafon, that he had gone 
and taken poflefCon of Oudenarde without the 
knowledge of the magiftrates of Ghent/ 

Sir Philip de Mamihes, fir Oliver d'Auterme, Ic 
Galois de Mannes, le baflard de Widringues, and 
all thofe who had been aftors or abettors in the 
maiming the mariners of Ghent, were alfo baniihed 
the country* Thefe banifhments . appeafed both 
parties. 

Pruniaux quitted Flanders, and went to Ath in 
Brabant. Sir Philip de Mamines went to Valen* 
ciennes in Hainault ; but, when thofe of Ghent 
heard it, they worked upon the provoft and jurats 
of Valenciennes, fo that the provoft, John Paris^ 
prevailed on the knight quietly to leave the town : 
he departed of his own free will, and refided at 
Warlain, near Douay, until he heard better news. 

The other knights and fquires went from Flan- 
ders to Brabant, where they remained until more 
agreeable intelligence made them quit it. 

As foon as the earl of Flanders had regained pof- 

feffion of Oudenarde, he fent thither numbers of 

workmen to repair the gates, towers and walls, 

which he made ftronger than before : the ditches 

. alfo were deepened. 

All this was known at Ghent ; but they took no 

notice 
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iMtt of ft^ M they fhcmld be tt^ltnitttf id Hi 
hating infrihged the pcite. 

The difcontented, however^ MA dmbfi^ thtm' 
felves ; ^ Let them trotk ^s long as. they plealb id 
repairing Oudeharde> for, were it now of fteel^ it 
fcould not tefirt; usj Whenever we may dic^fe td 
tike it.' 

Although there w^s peace iii Flanders^ th6 itttl 
had conftant fufpicioili of Ghent ; for every day 
fome tales wcte brought him refpefting it : and fi- 
itiflat dies ^re told of him to the townfmen of 
Ghent. 

John de Faucille tfeht to refide at JCaaamb^ k 
very hand fome and ftrong houfe of his a gbdd 
league diftint from Ghent. He dificmbled thftit as 
long as he wais able, and would not be of the tbV>^ 
council, in order to avoid being marked by thfe earl. 
He alfo abfented himfclf very much, from bis at* 
tendance on the eatl, to preferve his popialatity m 
Ghent, and thus, as it were, f^imnring betAreim 
two ftrcims, kept himfelf as much neuteir as be 
could. 

Curing the time the earl Was repairing Oude- 
haVd'e, and had jufl: fihifhed it, he was (tarMft, by 
letters and meffagcs to his coulin the duke of Bt*? 
bant, to get poAeffion of Johh Phihiauk, who re- 
fidedat Ath. He managed the mattci* fo well Aat 
he was delivered up, and brought to yile, *bere 
he was beheaded, aiid his body placed on a whiefel 
as a traitor. Such ^as the end of John Pirmiilifite, 

At this fame time, the earl came io Ypr^s-, - and 

held 
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Ii6l4 t%«f« fcteful t6nns oVp^icei by wboft jadg- 

:ia«Ms Iftimy I9idck«d {i<^e W^e beheaded ; fuch 
IM f ulkM stthl in^ven^ whi^ had opened the gase» to 
ttie tJMn df^ Ohefit, fttid (kin f be e^tfi knighci, 
that others might from them take Watning* 

AH ihift was told m Ghent, which made tliem 
thote (utpitiom than liefore, efpecialty the leaders 
tif the eAj^dition^ to Oadenaf d«. They laid among 
thettifelves ; • Certamly the eati jrfll, if he can, iS^ 
(trcj M of u$« He loves tts fo well, he onty wants 
^Hir lites* Hm he tiot jfmc to death John Piruniaux? 
^Tk thith^ we mttft own that we a£ted very wrong in 
'■egard to John Pruniaux, when we fuffered him to 
^ bihfiifted t We ate guilty 6{ his death ; and, if 
^ey &/h c^Kth us, fuch an end as his awaits ut« 
*^t us be <>ti otit guard/ 

Fetbf du Bois added ; « \t you will be advifed by 
*^5i^i there fcall not a gefitleman's houfe of any 
^trehgth i-emaitt ih the country about Ghent ; for 
^y fuch houfes we nf^ay all be deftroyed, if we do 
**J^ lake tare aftd ptondt a remedy/ The others 
^^trfwered, * You fey well: come quick, let us down 
"With them all/ 

U^oft' Ihis, the captains, Peter du Bois, John 
^Mito, RaflOi de Hatzelle, John de Launoy and fe- 
Vetal bthei<s, made preparattens for fetting out from 
^hent, wMch they did, and burnt and deftroyed 
HM the libufoi of *he gemlemen: whatever they 
**ihd fhei^il^ they divided among themfdves as 
fafr bW«yb Aftet this, they returned to Ghent ; 
and none were bold ehoilrgh to fay to them, You 
have done ill. 

The 
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The gentlemen, knights and fquires, v^ho refided 
at Lille with the earl^on hearing this, were, much 
enraged, and with reafon: they told the earl, that 
4his outrage ought to be puniihed, and the pride of 
the ghent men humbled. 

The earl gave to thefe knights and fquires per- 
miffion to make war on Ghent, and revenge them- 
felves for the injuries they had fufFered» They 
made alliances with many knights and fquires of 
Flanders, and entreated their friends in Hainault to 
ai&ft them, and chofe for their commander le Hafle 
de Flandres, the eldeft baftard fon of the earl, a 
right valiant knight. 

This Hafle de Flandres and his companions 
fometimes fixed their quarters -in Oudenarde, at 
others at Gavres, Aloft or Dendremonde, and had 
frequent fkirmifhes with the ghent men. They ad- 
vanced up to the barriers of the town, anddeflroyed 
almofl all the windmills which were around it, 
committing other injuries on Ghent. They had 
with them a young knight from Hainault, well in- 
clined to ferve them, whofe name was fir James de 
Verchin, fenefchal of Hainault. 

He performed many gallant deeds, and adven- 
tured himfelf fometimes too rafhly, in tilting clofe 
to the barriers, and twice or thrice won from them 
their helmets and crofs-bows. This fir James de 
Verchin was very fond of arms, and would have 
greatly excelled 4f he had lived longer ; but he died 
young, and in his bed, at the caflle of Ombre, nejir 
Mortaigne, which was a great lofs. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XXXI. 

~TRE NOBLES MAlCE WAR UPOK THE FLEMINGS. 

nPHE men of Ghent had been very free in their 
- jokes and mockeries of the noblemen and 
gentry of Flanders, but were afterwards forry for 
it, and had pnce intentions of fending to duke Al- 
bert of Hainault, to requeft he would recal his 
kiughts who were making war againft them ; but, 
on reconfidering the bufinefs, they thought it would 
©nlybe loft labour, for the duke would not inter- 
fere in it. They were unwilling alfo to anger 
him more, for they fhould fare ill without his 
country ; and if Hainault, Holland and Zealand 
were fliut againft them, they might confider them- 
felves as ruined. They therefore gave up this, and 
followed other council, which was to fend to thofe 
knights and fquires of Hainault who held poffef- 
iions within Ghent or its dependancy, to come and 
ferve them under pain of lofing their eftates : they, 
^ hovBfever, paid no attention to their fumfmons. 

To this eflfefl:, they fent to fir^Herve, lord d'An- 
toing, who had an eftate in Ghent, and was alfo 
conftable of the caftle, to aflift them, or he would 
• lofe the rights of his caftlewick ; and, becaufe he 
would not obey their fummons, they razed his 
houfe of Vienne to the ground. 

The lord d'Antoing fent them word, he would 

cheerfully 
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cheerfully ferve them at their expenfe, and to their 
ruin ; that they were not to place any dependance 
on him, for he would always be their enemy, and 
oppofe them in every inftance i that he would not 
hold any thing of them, but from his lord the earl 
of Flanders, to whcxn he owed fervice and obe* 
dience. 

The lord kept well the promife he had made 
them ; for he waged a mortal war i^ainft Ghent^ 
and did them many injuries. He reinforced the 
caille with men and ftores^ by which means diofe in 
Ghent were much annoyed. 

On the other hand, the lord d'Anghien^ whofe 
name was Waker^ though a young kfrnxey but well 
izicUned, did tbem much miichtef. The war was 
thus fharply carried on during the wholie fes^bd. 
The ghent men dared not venture out c£ their 
town but in large troops; for whenever they met 
their enemies, if in fuperior numbers, they were all 
fiain without mercy. 

Thus was the war embittered between the earl of 
Flanders and Ghent, which afterwards coft a bim-> 
dred thou^d lives twice told ; and with great dif« 
ficulty could any end be put to it and peace re- 
eftablifiied, for the leaders in Ghent knew they had 
done ft^h evil dteds againft the earl of Flamders 
and the duke of Bnrgumdy that diey were pet' 
fuaded no treaty conald be made or fworatOywisat- 
everthe outward iappearazKre of it might be, but 
thsft their lives would be facrificed. 

This made them firm in their refe3nti€KDSt and 
refohned to isLeep up the divifian abd war ag^inil 

the 
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Ait eatl tskA gentlemen of Finders : it alfo gare 
diem llie courage to fight defperately, wfaadi, how*- 
eter, femedmes ill befel them in tiieir eoterprizes, 
» yott KrSl hear related* 

l%t earl of Ftaiidersy ^ho had fixed his refidU 
oice at LSXIiCy received daily information of die ill 
deeds of the men of Ghent, how they were 4k» 
ilroying and burmng the houfes of his Bobles : he 
was fere vexed, and faid he would take fo great a 
levenge on Ghent, that he would put it in iire and 
Barnes, "withttU the ic^bitants within it. in order 
to be more powerful, the earl fommoned aU Ac 
barons of Flanders, and gave up to them the wiiole 
country, the better to refift the white boods« He 
appointed two leaders, Galois <le Mamines and 
Brter ^fiftreviHes. Thefe two, wkh their com- 
pany, Ibcire the banner of the earl, and remained 
iftKmt l!hree weeks between Oudenarde and Co«r- 
cray, ttpon fte Lys, wbere ihey did mudi damage. 

When Rafle de Harzelle was informed of this, ht 
tnatdhed out of Ghent wiA the white hoods^ to 
Deynfe, wbere Tie ^lought to meet the army of the 
earl : but, ti^en they knew that 4ie ghent nsen 
were on their march, they retreated to Toumay, 
and ftrengthened the town. They continued tfaere^ 
Ttnd^in i!he neighbouf^hood of T)amme, Orchies and 
Toriiam a'jcocffiderafole time, fo that the merchants 
dared not go from Toumay to Douay for ^car of 
l!hem. It was reporfcd, the ghent men intended 
befiegittg-lille and the earl within it ; and for thk 
purpofe they would have formed -m. alliance with 
Bruges and Ypres, They had gained over Gra- 

mont 
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xnont and Courtray; but thofe of Bruges and 
Ypres were irrefolute. They had difagreed with 
the handicraft trades, declaring it would be a. great 
folly to go fo far to lay fiege to Lille ; for the earl, 
their lord, might form an alliance with the king of 
France, as he had formerly done, and receive from 
him much aififtance. 

Thefe doubts kept the principal towns of Flan* 
ders at this time from entering into the war, fo 
that no fiege was formed. To prevent the earl 
from entering into any treaty with his fon-in-law 
the duke of Burgundy, they fent ambaifadors, with 
moil amicable letters, to the king of France, to fup- 
plicate him, for the love of God, not to • take any 
part to their difadvantage ; for their ,only wi{h was 
love, peace, obedience and fervice; and that, their 
lord had very wrongfully and wickedly oppreffed 
and haxajQTed them : that what they were now doing 
was only for the prefervation of th^ franchifes, 
which their lord wanted to deftroy* 

The king was fomewhat inclined in their favour, 
though he fhewed not any appearance of it in pub- 
lic The duke of Anjou, his brother, did the 
fame ; for, although the earl of Flanders was their 
coufin, he was not in their good graces, on accoxmt 
of his having entertained the duke of Brittany for a 
long time much againft their wiUs* They therefore 
troubled not themfelves about his affairs i neither 
did pope Clement, who faid, that God had fent 
him this rod becaufe he was his enemy and would 
not acknowledge him as pope. 

CHAP. 
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chap; XXXII. 

THE DEATH OF SIR BERTRAND DU OUESCIilNj 

CONSTABLE OF FRANCE. 



TPHE good conftable of France, fir Bertrand du 
GuefcHn, had remained in Auvergne with ma* 
ny able men at arms. He had laid fiege to Chateau 
neuf de Randon*, three leagues from the city of 
Mendef, and four from the town of Puy in 
Auvergne, in the caftle of which he had fhut up fe« 
veral Englifli and Gafcons, who had come from the 
country of Limoufm, where there were plenty of 
fortreffes. 

The conftable made many fevere attacks on the 
caftle during the fiege, and fwore that he would 
never depart until he was the mafter of it. When 
there, he was feized with fo great a ficknefs that he 
kept his bed : this, however, did not prevent the 
liege from being continued : indeed, it was carried 
on by his army with greater eagernefs. 

Sir Bertrand's malady was fo deadly that he fell 
a vidim to it^ which was a fevere lofs to his friends 
and to the kingdom of France. His body was car- 
ried to the church of the Cordeliers of Puy in 



* Chateau neuf de Randon,— a village in lower Languedoc. 
f Mende,— an ancient city in lower Languedoc, twenty^ 
tight leagues from Alby. 

Auvergne, 



Auvergne, where it remained one night ; and on 
the morrow it was embalmed, conveyed to Su 
Denis in France, and buried in a tomb very near 
that of king Charles of France, which the king 
had caufed to be made in his life-time* By his or- 
der, ihi^ body of fir Bertrand^ hU co^ft^bl^, W9^ 
placed at his feet ; and his ohiequieg were perform- 
ed with the fame honours as if he had been his 
own fon: the king'i^ brodiers, as ivdi fs greyt 
numbers of the wlbiiity^ att^ded^ 

By the clcaih of fir Bertraod, the office ^ ^o^ 
feible became vacaoM; m which mwy fx>u9jci]# 
were held to nominalje a fotxeflfor* Sever^ ^^9t 
bsrons of Fiance were thought cf : in ptarticnlgry 
the lords de Cliflbn and de Coucy^ The kti^ of 
France appointed the lord de Coucy govertor of 
all Picardy, and alfo gave him the domain of Mor* 
taigne, wibich is a handfome heritage, likuaied be- 
tween Tounuy md Vaknciennes. 

Sir James de Vercjin, the young feD^fchal of 
Uaimttk, was tumfid out <)£ it: he iusid it in fw«> 
coflion ifrom his father, who had been lord, of it &ir 
a long tune. I fay, therefore, the lord ^de Coucy 
was greatly in javotur with the kitng of France^ who 
was defifous 'to nominate hioa conftable ; bvi: ihe 
gaMant knight excufed himfelf mth many rexfons, 
and veftifed to undertake /b winghty a diange m 
that of conftaUe, adding that fir Oiiver de Clt&m 
was the fitted perfon of any, for he was a valiant^ 
enterprifing and prudent knight^ well k^own to 
tend beloved by tl^e Bretons* 

Things remained thus for fome dm^, when tii^^ 

men 
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men at. arms of fir Bertrand returned to France ; 
for the caftle h^d furrendered the Daime day the 
conftable had died, and the garrifon of it bad gone 
to that of Ventadour. 

When the king of France faw the men at arms 
of the conftable, he turned afide for grief at the 
lofs of him whom he had fo much loved : he gave 
to each of them a handfome prefent fuitably to 
their ranks. 

We will now leave this fubjefl:, and relate how 
the earl of Buckingham, youngeft fon of Edward 
in. of England, having affembled a large army of 
men at arms and archers, croiTed the fea, and 
marched his army through France to Brittany. 



CHAP. XXXIII. 

THE DUKE OF BRITTANY REQUESTS SUCCOUR 

F^OM THE KING OF ENGLAND. THE EARL OF 

BUCKINGHAM, YOUNGEST SON TO THE LATE 
KING^ IS APPOINTED COMMANDER OF THE 
XXPEDITION. 

X^PU have before heard, that when the duke of 
Brittany left England, king Richard and his 
uncles promifed him aid of men at arms and 
archers, which they performed with ill fuccefs ; 
/or this was the expedition under the command of 
fir John Arundel, who with two hundred men at 
Vol. V. N arms 



irms were ihipwrecked, he himfelf droixmed ihrhh 
fburfcore men at arms and as many archers, and 
JTrom which fir Hugh Calverley and fir Thomai 
Trivet moft narrowly efcaped. 

This unfortiinate event put an iend to the expe* 
dition, which not beihg known to the duke ot* 
Brittany, he and his council were exceedingly fur- 
prifed^ and could not conceive what was become 
of the Knglifh; for they were very anxiouls 't6 
profit by their afliftarxce, in the Iharp war which 
was carrying on againft the duke by fir Olivet dk 
Cliflbn, fir Guy de Laval, fir Oliver du GuefcKn, 
the count de Longueville, the lord de Rochefort, 
and the French on the frontiers of his duchy. 

The duke was advifed to fend fome able men to 
England, to know why the reinforcements were 
not fent according to promife, and to haften them 
over, for they were in great need of them. 

The lord de Beaumanoir and fir Euftace de la 
Houfiaye were entreated by the duke and his no- 
bility to make this journey to England : they an* 
fwered, they would willingly comply. Letters 
were given to them by the duke and the nobles of 
the country ; when having departed, they embark* 
ed at Vannes, with a favourable wind, and ^bfived 
at Southampton. 

They there difembarked, and, having mbbilted 
their horfes, went to London. It was about Whit- 
funtide, in the year of grace 1380. 

The arrival of thefe two lords was foon notiffed 
to the king and to his three uncles. The whitfun 
feaft being arrived, the king went to Windfor to 

c^ebrate 



179 

celebrate it, attended by his uncles and great num- 
bers of the barons and knights of England. Tlf.t 
two ambafladors went thither alfo, and were gra- 
pouily received by the king and the barons, when 
jthey prefented their letters to his majefty and his 
uncles. 

After they had perufed them, they knew the 
great need the duke of Brittany had for aQifbince» 
ftom the earneft entreaties he and the country 
made for it. 

The ambafladors then firfl: heard of the death 
of fir John Arundel aild his companions, who had 
periihed at fea on their voyage to Brittany. The 
duke of Lancafler made excufes, faying, it was 
not owing to any fault of the king or his miniftei:S9 
but ill fortune at fea, againft which none can make 
head when God wills it fo. The ambafladorS;, 
therefore,^ fully acquitted the king, and greatly la- 
mented the deaths of thofe knights and fquire^ who 
had perifhed. 

When the feafts of Whitfuntide were over, a 
^parliament was holden at Weftminfter, to which 
were fummoned all the members of the council. 

'Whilft thefe things were palling, fir Guifcard 
d' Angle, earl of Huntingdon, departed this life in 
the city of London. He was buried in the church 
of the auftin friars *. The king ordered his qb- 
iequies to be mod honourably performed, and they 
were attended by a great number of the prelates 
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*. Aaftin friars. See Cough's Sepulchral Monuments. 
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and batons of England: the blihop of l4;>ndoft 
fung mafs. 

Soon after the parliament was opened, the lord 
Thomas, youngeft fon of the late kmg of England, 
and many barons, knights and fquires of the realm^ 
were ordered to crofs the fea to Calais ; and, if 
God fhould permit, they were to march through 
France, with three thoufand men at arms and as 
many archers, fo that the lord Thomas might ar- 
rive in Brittany, attended by earls, barons and 
knights fuitably to the dignity of a king's fon. 

He undertook a bold talk to pafs through the 
kingdom of France, which is fo extenfive and 
noble, and which has fuch gallant chivalry and 
valiant men at arms. 

When every thing relative to this expedition 
had been difcuffed and finally arranged, the king 
of iEngland and his uncles wrote letters to the 
duke of Brittany and to the nobles of the country, 
informing them in part of their will, what had 
been determined on by the parliament, and that 
for a certainty the earl of Buckingham would this 
feafon croft the fea to march to their aid. 

The king of England fhewed the ambaffadors 
many honours, and gave them very rich prefents, 
as did alfo his uncles, when they fet out on their 
departure for Brittany. They prefented their 
letters to the duke, who, having opened and read 
them, (hewed them to the ftates of his coimtry, 
who were fatisfied with their contents. . 1 he king 
of England and his uncles did not delay this ex- 
pedition, but fent fummons to all thofe who had 

been 
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been felefted to attend the earl of Buckingham ; 
the barons to affemble in one place, and the 
knights in another. They had their wages paid 
them at Dover for three months, which were to 
commence as foon as they Ihould land at Calais, 
as well for the men at arms as the archers, and 
their paffage over was given'to them. They crofled 
in fmall parties to Calais, and were upwards* of 
fifteen days before the whole had there landed. 

Thofe of Boulogne having noticed fuch large 
bodies of men at arms continually eroding from • 
Dover to Calais, gave notice of it to all the coun- 
try and the diflferent garrifons, that they might 
not be furprifed. 

When this intelligence was known in the Bou- 
lonnois, the Terouennois, and in the county of 
Guines, all the knights and fquires of thofe coun- 
.tries placed their wealth in different ftrong towns, 
to avoid lofmg it. 

The governors of Boulogne, Ardres, de la Mon- 
tdire, d'Efperleck, de Tournehem, de Nordt, dc 
Liques, and of other caftles on the frontiers, ex- 
erted themfelves greatly in ftrengthening and vic- 
tualling their garrifons ; for they knew, that fmce 
the Englifli had crofTed over with fo large a fleet, 
they would be attacked. 

News of this armament was carried to the king 
of France, who refided at Paris. He fent imme- 
diate orders to the lord de Coucy, who at that 
time was at St. Quentin, to provide himfelf with 
men at arms, and to march to Picardy, to re- 
inforce 
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inforce all the towns, cities and caftles m that pro- 
vince. 

The lord de Coucy duly obeyed the king's or- 
ders, and iiTued his fummons at Peronne in the 
Vermandois^ for the inflant aifembling all knights 
and fquires of Artois, Vennandois and Picardy. 
The lord de Saimpi was at that time governor of 
Ardres, and fir John de Bouille of Boulogne. 

The earl of Buckingham arrived at Calais with 
his army three days before Magdalen-day, in the 
month of July 1380. 



CHAP. XXXIV. 

THE EARL OF BUCKINGHAM MARCHES WITH HIS ARMY 

FROM CALAIS. 

HTHE garrifon in Calais were much rejoiced at 
the arrival of the earl of Buckingham, for 
they well knew it would not be long before they 
began their march. The earl having refreflied 
himfelf for two days at Calais, on the third de- 
parted, and took the field, following the road to- 
wards Marquighes*. It is proper I fhould name 

* Marquignes — I fuppofe muft be Marquife, a town in the 
Boulonnois^ between Calais and Boulogne^ live leagues from 
Calais. 

command : 
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CD you the banners and pennons under the earl's 
command : firft, the earl himfelf, and the earl of 
Stafford who had married his qiece^ a daughter of 
the lord de Coucy, rode with difplayed banners ; 
the esgrl of Devonfliire, the lord Defpencer who 
was conilable of the army, the lord Fitzwalter 
marihal, the lord Baffet, the lord Bourchier, the 
lord Ferrars, the lord Morley, the lord Darcey, fir 
William Windfor, fir Hugh Calverley, fir Hugh 
Haftings and fir Hugh de la'Sente*, advanced 
with their pennons; lord Thomas Percy, fir Thomas 
Trivet, fir William Chnton, fir Kvan de Fitzwar- 
ren, fir Hugh Tyrrel, the lord de la Warr, fir 
Euftace and fir John de Harbefton, fir William 
Farrington, the lord de Braofe, fir William Fabre, 
fir John and fir Nicholas d'Ambreticourt, fir John 
Mace, fir Thomas Camois, fir Ralph fon to the 
lord Neville, fir Henry baftard of Ferrars, fir 
Hugh Broc, fir Geoffry Worfeley, fir Thomas 
Weft, the lord de Sainfte More, David Holgrave, 
Huguelin de Calverley baftard, Bernard de Co- 
derieres and feveral more. 

Thefe men at arms rode on in handfome array, 
but did not march farther the day they had left 
Calais than to Marquife, where they halted, to 
attend to their affairs, and to hold a council which 
road they (hould lake to accomplifh their expedi- 
tion ; for there were feveral among them who had 
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never been in France before: in particular, the 
king's fon, and many barons and knights. 

It was therefore but reafonable, that thofe wh6 
were acquainted with the kingdom of France, and 
having formerly paffed through, had had feveral 
engagements in it, fhould have fuch weight given 
to their advice and opinions as redounded to their 
honour. True it is, that in former times, when 
the Englifli invaded France, they had made a re- 
gulation, for the leaders to fwear, in the prefence 
of the king and his council, to obferve two things ; 
that to no one, except to themfelves, would they 
reveal the fecrets of their councils, their intended 
march, nor what might be their intentions ; and 
fecondly, that they would never agree to any 
treaty with the enemy without the knowledge and 
confent of the king and his council. 

"When thefe barons, knights and fquires, with 
their men, had remained for three days at Mar- 
quife, and their whole force had joined them from 
Calais, the captains, having well confidered their 
line of march, departed, and took the road to 
Ardres. They halted before the caftle of Ardres, 
to (hew themfelves to the garrifon within ; when 
the earl of Buckingham having created the earl of 
Devonfhire and the lord Morley knights, thefe 
two lords firft difplayed their banners. 

The earl of Buckingham created alfo the fol- 
lowing knights : the fon of the lord Fitzwalter, 
fir Roger Strange, fir John d'Ypre, fir John Cole, 
"fir James Tyrrel, fir Thomas Rameftone, fir John 

Neville^ 
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Neville, fir Thomas Rofelie. The whole army 
took up their quarters at Hofque*, when the 
above knights were made. The van-guard then 
inarched to a ftrong houfe called Folantf, fituated 
upon a river. There was a fquire within it of the 
name of Robert, to whom the houfe belonged. 
He was a good man at arms, and had well gar- 
rifoned it with ftorcs and hardy foldiers, whom he 
had picked up in the neighbourhood, to the 
amount of forty, who fhewed every intention to 
defend themfelves well. 

Thefe barons and knights, eager to do honour 
to their new knighthood, furrounded the tower of 
Folant, and immediately began the attack ; but it 
was well defended by thofe within. Many a gal- 
lant deed was performed ; and thofe in the fort 
Ihot well and continually, by which many of the 
aflailants were killed and wounded who ventured 
too near. There were in the fort fome good 
crofs-bowmen, whom the governor of St. Oiner 
had fent thither at the fquire*s requeft; for he had 
imagined the Englifli would pafs near his houfe, 
and was refolved to defend it to the utmofl of his' 
power, which he did, for he behaved gallantly. 

The earl of Devonfliire, whilft he was on the 
ditch, his banner difplayed before him, fpoke out 
bravely, which greatly encouraged his men, faying, 
* What, my lords ! fhall we fo much difgrace our 
new honours as to remain all the day before this 
pigeon-houfe ? The ftrong places and caftles in 
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France may well hold out agsdnfl us, when foch 
9 place as this flops us. Advance^ advance! let 
OS prove our knighthoods/ Thofe who heard 
bim took proper notice of what he faid, and, 
ijparing them&lves lefs than before, leaped into the 
ditches, and made for the walls, the archers fhoot- 
ing fo brilkly that fcarcely any dared fhew them- 
felves on the parapets. 

Several were killed and wounded, and the lower 
court tal^en and burnt. At length, the whole 
garrifon were made prifoners j but, though they 
had defended themfelves well, none were mortally 
wounded. Thus was the houfe of Folant gained, 
and Robert Folant with his garrifon made prifon- 
crs, by the earl of Devonftiire and his men. The 
whole divifion took up their quarters on the banks 
of the river of Hofque, to wait for fir Williaui 
Windfor, who commanded the rear-guard. He 
came thither in •the evening. On the morrow, 
they marched off together, and advanced as far as 
Efperleck, where they lodged themfelves. 

The governor of St. Omer, finding the enemy 
fo near, doubled his guards, and ordered two 
thoufand men to be in readinefs the whole night, 
that the enemy might not furprife the town. The 
next day, the Englifli decamped, about fix o'clock, 
and advanced in battle-array before St. Omer. 
The inhabitants, hearing of their march, armed 
themfelves, according to the orders they had re- 
ceived, and drew up in the market-place, from 
whence they went to the gates, towers and battle- 
ments, with 9, determined refolution to reifift, for 

they 
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they had heard that the EngliQi vfovld attack the 
town ; but they had no fuch intentions, for, as it 
was very ftrong, they might lofe more than they 
could gain. 

The earl of Buckingham, however, who had 
never before been in France, wiflied to fee St. 
Omer, becaufe it appeared from its gates, wails, 
towers and fteeples, to be a handfome place. He 
drew up and halted his army on a hill about half 
a league from it, where he remained for three 
hours. While there, fome of the young knights 
and fquires, mounting their courfers, fpurred them 
up to the barriers and demanded to tilt with the 
knights in the town ; but, no anfwers being made 
to them, they returned back to the army. 

The day the earl came before St. Omer, he 
made more knights ; among whom were fir Ralph 
Neville, fir Bartholomew Bourchier, fir Thomas 
Camois, fir Foulke Corbet, fir Thomas d' Angleere, 
fir Ralph Patipas, fir Lewis St. Aubin and fir John 
Paulet. Thefe new knights, in the firft vigour 
of chivalry, mounted their horfes, and galloped up 
to the gates, calling on the knights within to tilt 
with them ; but they experienced the fame neglefl: 
as the others had done. 

When the army faw that the french lords in St; 
Omer made not any attempt to come out to meet 
them, they continued their march, and came that 
day to Efquilles, between St. Omer and Terouenne, 
where they took up their quarters for the night* 
On the morrow, they departed, and made for Te- 
rouenne. 

The 
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The french garrifons in the counties of Bou* 
logne, Artois and Guines, haviftg obferved the 
difpofitions of the Englifh, that they continued 
their march without flopping at any place, mu- 
tually informed each other of their intentions to 
follow them, fince much might be gained by it : 
they therefore affembled, under the pennons of the 
lord de Franfures and the lord de Saimpi, to the 
number of more than two hundred lances. 

They purfued the englifli army; but, though 
they, kept clofe to them, the Englifh marched in 
fuch compact order, they were not put into the 
leaft diforder, and their enemies could not attack 
them, without the rifk of fuffering a total defeat. 
Thefe french knights and fquires, however, at times 
fell upon the englifh foragers, fo that they dared 
not forage but in large companies. 

The Englifh pafTed Terouenne without attempt- 
ing any thing, for the lords de Saimpi and de 
Franfures were within it. They marched on to- 
wards Bethune, where they halted for a day ; and 
I will tell you the reafon. You have before heard 
how king Richard, by the advice of his uncles and 
council, had fent into Germany fir Simon Burley, 
to the emperor*, to demand his fifter in marriage. 
This knight fo well managed the bufinefs that the 
emperor, by advice of his council and the great 
lords of his court, complied with the requeft : but 
he had fent, with fir Simon Burley, the duke of 
Saxony, firft to Luxembourg and then to England, 
^*— ■ ' ■ ' ...... , » 

* Winccflaus VI. emperor. 

to 
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to obfetve that kingdom, in order that his fifter 
might have a jufl: account of it, fo that, if agreeablcj 
the marriage might be concluded. 

The cardinal of Ravenna was at that time in 
England, and, being an Urbanift, was converting 
the Englifh to the fame way of thinking : he was 
waiting alfo the arrival of the above-mentioned 
duke. At the entreaties of the emperor and the 
duke of Brabant, he and all his company obtained 
liberty to pafs through France to Calais. They 
therefore travelled by way of Tournay, Lille and 
Bethune, from whence they came to vifit the earl 
of Buckingham and his barons, who received the 
duke of Saxony and his fuite moll honourably. 
The Germans continued their journey through Aire 
and St. Omer, and from thence to Calais. 

The earl of Buckingham marched his army be- 
fore Liques, and encamped that fame day at Bouhaia 
les Bouiflieres ; but they were conftantly followed 
by the lords de Saimpi and de Franfures with their 
forces. In the morning, they advanced nearer to 
Bethune. There were in that town a numjerous 
garrifon of men at arms, knights and fquires, whom 
the lord de Coucy had fent thither ; fuch as the 
lord de Hangeft, fir John and fir Triftan de Roye, 
fir Geoffry de Charny, fir Guy de Harcourt and 
many more. The army paffed by Bethune without 
making any attempt to attack it, and lay at Don- 
cheres*. 



* Q. if not Docchy, a village near Arras. 
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In the evening, the lords de Saimpi and de Fran* 
fures entered Bethune, and the next day went to 
Arras, where they met the lord de Coucy, who re- 
ceived them very politely, inquiring news from 
them, and which road the Englifh had taken* 
They replied, they had lodged the preceding night 
at Doncheres j that they marched with very great 
prudence, for they conftantly kept in clofe order. 
*It is then clear,' anfwered the lord de Coucy, 
^ that they wifli for battle ; which they fhall have, if 
the king our lord will truft us, before they have 
finilhed their march/ 

The earl marched by Arras, in order of battle, 
continuing his route without doing any thing : he 
took up his quarters at Anet*, on the morrow at 
Miraumontt, and the next day at Clery on the 
Somme* 

The lord de Coucy, who refided at Arras, on 
hearing they had gone this road, fent the lord 
Hangeft to Braye fur Somme J, and with him thirty 
lances, knights and fquires : he ordered to Peronne 
fir James de Verchin, fenefchal of Ilainault, the 
lord de Hamireth, fir John de Roye and feveral 
others : he himfelf went to St. Quentin. He fent 
the lord de Clery, with others, into the Verman- 
dois ; for he was anxious that no lofs Ihould be fuf- 
fered through any negligence on his part. 



» Anet. Q. 

f X Miraumont, — Biaye fur Somme, — villagcj in Picard/, 
velcilion of Pcronnc. 
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CHAP. XXXV, 

THE LORD DE BRIMEU, IIlS SONS AND HIS MEM 
ARE TAKEN PRISONERS BY Till- ENGLISH. — 
THE GARRISON OF PERONNE -ARE DRIVEN 
BACK INTO THAT TOWN. 

TTHE night the Engiifli had quartcTcd thcmfclves 
at Ckry on the Sommc, Ibmc knights of the 
army, fuch as fir Thomas Trivet, fir William Clin- 
ton, fir Evan Fitzwarrcn, at the inftigation of the 
lord Delawarr, who was well acquainted with the 
whole country, and knew that the lord de Coucy 
was with a large body of men at arms in the town 
of Arras, refulved to march from the army^ at early 
dawn, with the foragers, to fee if they fhould meet 
with any adventure worth attending to; for they 
wifhed to perform fome deed of arms. As they 
had planned, fo did thev execute ; and about thirty 
lances fee out after the foragers, in fearch of adven- 
tures. 

This fame day, the lord de Coucy had left Arras 
with a large body of men, and had taken the road 
to St. Queniin. vv hen they were on their march, 
the lord de Brimeu,* his fons, with about thirty 
fpears, quitted the army of the lord de Coucy, 
anxious to perform fome gallant adt. Thefe two 
bodies of Englifii and French, meeting in the 
plains, faw a combat was inevitable : they therefore 

ftruck 
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ftruck fpurs into their horfes, and galloped tottraf di 
each other^ ihouting their cries of war. On the 
firit fhocky feveral were unhorfed, killed and 
wounded on both fides. Many handfonie deeds 
were done : they dlfmounted^ aiid began to thruft 
with their fpears, each party behaving bravely. 
This mode of co^ibat continued about an hour, and 
no one could fay to whom would be the vidory, 
but in the end the £ngli(h won the field. Sir Tho- 
mas Trivet made prifoners the lord de Brimeu, and 
his two fons, John and Lewis, and fixteen men at 
arms : the reft faved themfelves : and the Englifh 
returned to their army with their prifoners. 

They remained fome little time in the neigh- 
bourhood of Peronne, having heard from their pri- 
foners, that the lord de Coucy was in that town 
with upwards of a thoufand lances, and they knew 
pot if he wiflied to offer them battle. 

'ITiis day, the lord Delawarr, with Fierabras his 
baftard-brother, fir Evan Fitzwarren and feveral 
others, quitting the army, haftened to Mont St. 
<;^entin, where they pofted themfelves In ambuf- 
cade; for they had learnt that the fenefchal of 
Hainault was with a fttong body of men at arms in 
Peronne, and they knew him to be fo felf-fufficient 
that he would not fail to fally out, which in truth 
he did. 

The vaU'guard ordered ten men at arms to march 
to Peronne ; among whom were Thierry de Sou- 
main, Fierabras, fir Hugh Calverley and Hopoquln 
Hay, mounted on their chargers. They galloped 
up to the barriers, where there were at leaft fifty 

fpears 
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fpears with tihe f^^fchal of Hainault ; who, thinks 
ing to catch thefe gallopers, ordered the barriers ta 
be thrown open, and immediately began a purfuit 
after them, as they retreated towards their am« 
bufcade. 

When thofe who had placed themfelves in am« 
bufli law the French purfuing their men, they di& 
covered themfelves ; but it was fomewhat too foon, 
for when the fenefchal perceived this large body fo 
well mounted, he founded a retreat, and the horfes 
then knew the effed of fpurs : very opportunely 
did thefe lords find the barriers open. 

They were, however, fo clofely followed, that fit 
Richard de Marqueillies, fir Louis de Vertaing^ 
Honard de la Honarderie, Vital de St. Hilaire, with 
ten other men at arms, remained prifoners to the 
Englifh : the others efcaped. When the Engliih 
learnt, that the fenefchal of Hainault, the lord de 
Hamireth, the lord de Clery, with twenty other 
knights, had efcaped, they cried out, — ^ God ! 
what a fortunate event would it have been, if we 
had taken them, for they would have paid us forty 
thoufand francs/ They returned to the army, and 
nothing more was done that day. 

The army remained for three days at Clery fur 
Somme, and in that neighbourhood. On the fourth, 
they marched away, and came to the abbey of 
Vaucelle*, three leagues from Cambray, and thp 
next day nearer St. Quentin. This day, about 

' — ' ■ <■ 

* Vaucdle,— on the Scheld, near to Crevecceur. 
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thirty fpears attached to the duke of Burg\mdy* 
had fet out from Arras for St. Quentin. Sir Tho- 
mas Trivet, fir Evan Fitzwarren, the lord Delawarr, 
and feveral others v^ho had been from the vaxip. 
guard with the foragers, as they were about to fix 
on their quarters, fell in with thefe Burgundians, 
when a battle enfued : but it did not laft long, for 
the Burgundians were foon difperfed, one here^ 
mother there, and all tried to fave themfelves as 
well as they could. Sir John de Mornay, however, 
flood his ground in good order, with his pennon 
before him, and fought valiantly, but at laft was 
taken, and ten men of his company. The Englifh 
then marched to Fourfons, two leagues from Amiras, 
where the van-guard quartered itfelf. 



CHAP. XXIVI. 



THE ENGUS« BURN AND DESPOlL CHAMPAGNE.— 
THEY MEET WITH VARIOUS ADVENTURES OV. 
TIIEIR MARCH, AND MAKE MANY PRISONERS. 

/^N the cnfumg morning, whea the earl of Buck* 
ingham and his army had heard mafs, they 
began their march towards St. (^entin ; in which 
town there were numbers of men at arms, but they 
did not fally forth. Some of the light troops gal- 
ioped up to the barriers, and foon returned j for 
the army continued Its march, without halting, 

until 
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uAtil it arrived at Origny St. Benoifte ^ and the ad- 
jaccnt villages. In the town of Origny, there wa« 
a haudfome nunnery, the abbefs of which at that 
time happened to be aunt-in-law to the lord De« 
lawarr, at whofe entreaty the nunnery and the 
whole town were refpited from being burnt and 
pillaged : the earl was lodged in the abbey. That 
evening and the following morning, there were 
many fkirmifhes at Ribemont, which was hard by^ 
when feveral were flain and wounded on each fide* 

In the morning, the army diflodged from Origny, 
came to Crecy, and pafled Vaux below Laon, fixing 
their quarters at SifTonnet. The next day, they 
croflTed the river Aifne at Pont a Vaire, and came 
to Hermonville and Coumifly, four leagues from 
Rheims, without meeting with any forage on their 
march. 

Every thing had been driven or carried into the 
towns and flrong places, the king of France having 
abandoned to his own men at arms whatever they 
could find in the open country : the Englifh, there* 
fore, fuffered great diftrefs for want of food. They 
determined to fend a herald to Rheims, to open a 
treaty with the inhabitants, for them to fend provi* 
fions to the army, fuch as cattle, bread and wine. 

The inhabitants refufed to enter into any nego* 
tiation, and, in their reply, faid, they mufl make the 
beft of it. This anfwer fb much enraged them 



* Origny St. Benoitc, — a town in PIcardy, on the Oife, 
three leagues from St. Quentln. 

f Siflbnne^ — a town in Picardy, dioceie of Laon« 
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that, in one week, the light troops burnt tfpwards 
of fixty villages dependant on Rheims. The Eng- 
lifli heard that the people of Rheims had fecured 
fix thoufand fheep in the ditches of the town, think- 
ing them fafe there : the yan-guard advanced thi- 
ther, and made their men defcend into the ditches 
and drive out the fheep, without any one daring to 
iffue from the town to prevent them, or even ap- 
pearing on the bulwarks ; for the archers, being 
ported on the banks of the ditch, fhot fo fliarply 
that no one ventured to (hew himfelf : the Englifli 
gained feveral thoufand head of Iheep. They fent 
to inform the townfmen, they would burn all the 
corn in the fields, unlefs they ranfomed it by fend- 
ing them bread and wine. The inhabitants were 
frightened by this threat, and fent the army from 
ten to fixteen loads of bread and wine : by this 
means^ the corn and oats were faved from being 
burnt. The Englifh marched by Rheims in order 
of battle to Beaumont fur Vefle*, for they had 
croffed the river below Rheims. On their depar- 
"ture from Beaumont, the Englifh rode along the 
river Mame, to feek a paffage, and came to Conde 
fur Marne, where they found the bridge broken> 
down ; but, as the fupporters flill remained, they 
fought for planks and beams, with which they re- 
built the bridge, croffed the river, and quartered 
themfelves in the villages above Marne ; and, on 
the enfuing day, they came before the town of 



* Beaumont fur Velle,^— near Rheims. 
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Vertus *, when there was a grand (kirmifti in froftt 
of the caftle, in which many were wounded. 

The earl of Buckingham was lodged in the 
abbey. During the night, the town was burnt, 
except the abbey, which, from the earl lodging In 
it, was faved ; otherwife it would infallibly hare 
fufFered the fame fate, for the townfmen had re- 
treated into the cafUe, and would ^not ranfom it. 
The army marched oflF the following day, and 
paffed by the caftle of Moymcr, which is the inhe- 
ritance of the lord de Chaftillon. The ikirmifhers 
advanced"^ to the barriers, and then paffed on and 
took up their quarters for the night at Pelange, 
making for the city of Troyes, and the next day at 
Plancy fur Aubef. The lord de Chateauneuf and 
John de Chateauneuf his brother, with Remond St. 
Marfm, Gafcons, and fome Englifh, about forty 
fpears in the whole, rode from the army to feek ad« 
ventures, but met with none, which vexed them 
much. On their return, they faw in the plain a 
body of men at arms wding towards Troyes : it 
was the lord de Hangeft and his men : the Engli§i 
and Gafcons immediately fpurred their horfes to 
come up with them. The lord de Hangeft had 
well obferved them, and, doubting they were in 
greater numbers than they appeared, faid to his 
men j * Make for Plancy, and fave yourfelves ; f6r 



* Verti3s>— a town in Champagne, twelve leagues from 
Rheims. 
t Plancy fur Aubc,— near Troyes. ^ 
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tfaefe Engliih have difcovered us, and their main 
army is not far off: let us put ourfelves in fafety la 
the caftle of Plancy/ They rode in that diredion, 
and the Englifh after them. 

There was a valiant man at arms from Hainault 
in the troop of the lord Delaware, called Peter 
Berton, who fixing his lance in its reft, and being 
well mounted, came up with the lord de Hangeft, 
who was flymg before him, and gave him fuch a 
blow on the back with his lance that he almofjt 
drove him out of the faddle; but the lord de 
Hanged; neither loft his feat nor ftirrups, though 
Peter Berton kept the iron hard at his back ; and 
in this manner did they arrive at Plancy. 

Straight at the entrance of the caftle the lord de 
Hangeft leaped from his horfe, and got into the 
ditch. Thofe within it were anxious to fave him, 
And ran to the barriers, where there was a grand 
ikirmifh ; for the garrifon kept fliooting brifldy, 
being very good crofs-bowmen ; and feveral valiant 
deeds were done on each fide. With great difficulty 
the lord de Hangeft was faved. He fought gal- 
landy on entering the caftl^ ; for reinforcements 
from the van-guard were continually arriving. The 
lord Delawarr, lir Thomas Trivet, fir Hugh Cal- 
verley, came thither, and the conflid: was great : 
there were upwards of thirty of the French killed 
and wounded, and the lower court of the caftle 
burnt. The caftle itfelf was warmly attacked on 
ill fides, but Well defended : the mills of Plancy 
were burnt and deflroyed. The whole army then 

retired^ 
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y^tired, i>afied the river Aube at Pont a TAnge^ 
^Lod marched towards Valant fur Seine^ The lord 
de Hanged had a very narrow efcape. 

This fame day, the captains of the van-guard, fir 
Thomas Trivet, fir Hugh Caiverley, the lord Pe^ 
lawarr, the baftard bis brother, Peter Berton and 
many others, made an excurfion from the army, 
and met fir John de Roye, with about twenty fpeacf 
of the duke of Burgundy who were going to Troyes, 
'J'he Englifli, on feeing them, fpurred their horfes } 
for the French were making off, as not in fufficient 
numbers to wait for them. The greater part did 
efcape ; and fir John de Roye, with others, got 
within the barriers of Tfoyes, which at the time 
chanced to be open. On their return, they cap- 
tured four of .his men who could not fave them- 
felves : among whom was a fquire to the duke of 
Burgundy, called Guion Goufer, an expert man at 
arms. His horfe was much heated, fo that he had 
difmounted, and, having placed himfelf againft: a 
walnut tree, fought valiantly two Englifhmen, who 
preffed him hard, crying out to him in Engli/h to 
furrender; but he underftood them not. Fierabra?, 
on his return from the purfuit, arriving at the fpot, 
Jjaid to the fquire in French, ' Surrender thyfelf.' 
On hearing this, he repfied, * Art thou a gentle- 
man ?' The baftard rejoined, he was. ' I then fur- 
render rnyfelf to thee/ pr<jfenting him his fword 
and gauntlet ; for which the Englifli would have 
killed him when he was in the baftard's hands, and 
they told him he was not very courteous thus to 
carry from them their prifoner, but the baftard was 

ftronger 
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ftronger than them. Ncverthelefs this affair was^ 
in die evening, brought before the marfhals, who^ 
having well confidered it, determined he Ihould re- 
main to the baftard, who that evening ranfomed 
him, taking his word for the payment, and fent 
him on the morrow to Troyes. The whole army 
were quartered at Valant ^fur Seine, and the next 
day, crofling the Seine at a ford, came to a village 
one league from Troyesj called Bemarc-Saint- 
Simple, where the lords and captains held many 
councils. 



CHAP. XXXVIL 

THE ENGLISH COME BEFORE TROVES.— -A SKIRMISH 

AT ONE OF THE GATES. THEY TAKE A FORT 

WHICH THE DUKE OF BURGUNDY HAD ERECTED 
ON THE OUTSIDE. — KING CHAKLES PRACTISES 
WITH THE INHABITANTS OF NANTES. 

HTHE duke of Burgundy was in the city of Troyes, 
and had fixed oh that place for the rendezvous 
of his forces. His intentions were to fight the 
Englifh between the rivers Seine and Yonne ; and 
the barons, knights and fquires of France did not 
wi{h for any thing better ; but Charles of France, 
doubtful of the fortune of the war, would not give 
his perniiflion fo to do. He recollefted too well 
the great lofles his nobles had formerly fufFered 
from the viftories of the Englilh, and would never 

allow 
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allow them to fight unlefs the advantages were very 
confiderable on their fide. There were with the 
duke of Burgundy, in Troyes, the duke of Bourbon, 
the duke of Bar, the count d'Eu, the lord dt 
Coucy, fir John de Vienne admiral of France, the 
lord de Vienne and de Sainte Croix, fir James dt 
Vienne, fir Walter de Vienne, the lord -de la 
Tremouille, the lord de Vergy, the lord de Rouge- 
mont, the lord de Hambue, the fenefchal of Hain«- 
ault, the lord de Saimpi, the baron des Barres, the 
lord de Roye, the vifcount d'Afli, fir William 
baftard de Langres, with upwards of two thoufand 
knights and fquires. I was informed, that the lord 
de la Tremouille was fent by the duke and the 
other lords to Paris, to entreat the king to allow 
them to fight ; and he was not returned at the time 
the Englifh came before Troves. 

The lords of France, doubting the Englifh would 
not pafs by without coming to look at them, had 
erefted, about a bow-fhot from the gates of Troyes, 
a large redoubt of great beams of timber, which 
might hold about a thoufand men at arms: it was 
made of good ftrong wood, and well built. 

AH the captains of the englifli army were fum- 
moned to a council, to confider in what manner 
they fhould adl the enfuing day. It was refolved, 
that all the lords and knights fhould march, fully 
armed with their banners and pennons difplayed, 
before Troyes : they were to draw up in the plain, 
and to fend their heralds to offer battle to thofe in 
the town. 

They armed themfelves, therefore, on the mor- 
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rowy and, being formed in three bi^ttalions, adr 
vanced into the plain before Troyes, where they 
halted. The two heralds, Glocefter and Aquitaine^ 
were called, when the earl of Buckingham faid to 
them } * You will go to Troyes, and tell the lords 
within the city, that we are come from England in 
* fearch of deeds of arm§ : \yherever we think they 
can be found, there we ihall demand them : and, 
becaufe we know that a part of the lillies and chi* 
valry of France repofe in the town of Troyes, we 
have purpofely coipe t;his road. If they wifli to fa^y 
any thing to us, they will find us in the open plain 
in the form and manner in which you fhall leave u&, 
s^nd in fuchwife as we ought iq meet our enemies/ 

The heralds replied, ' My lord, we fhall obey 
your commands/ 

They then fet o£F, and rode to Troyes. The en- 
trance of the redoubt was opened to them, where 
they flopped j for they could not get to the gate of 

the town from the numbers of men at arms and 

«... I . , 

crofs-bowmen iffuing forth, and drawing up before 
this redoubt. The two heralds wore the embla- 
zoned arms of the earl of Buckingham : they were 
afked by the lords, what they wanted : they an- 
fwered, they wifhed, if it were poflible, to fpeak 
with the duke of Burgundy. 

During the time the heralds were endeavouring 
to deliver their mefTage to the duke of Burgundy, 
the Englifh were arranging their battalions ; for 
they looked on a battle as certain. All who were 
defirous of knighthood were called : firll came fir 
Thomas Trivet, with hi$ banner rolled up, to the 

earl 
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earl of Buckingham, and {aid; ^ My lord^ if yoa 
pleafe, I will this day difplay my banner; foe, 
thanks to God, I have a fufficienc revenue to fup- 
port the ftate which a banner requires/ ^ It is 
highly pleafing to us/ replied the earl ; tben^ 
taking the banner by the ftaflF, he gave it back into 
his hands, faying, ^Sir Thomas, God grant yott 
may fliew your valour here, and every where elfc#' 
Sir Thomas took his banner, and, having difplayed 
it, gave it to one of his fquires in whom he had 
great confidence, and went to the van-guard ; for 
he was there Rationed by orders from the lord La^ 
timer and the lord Fitzwalter, captain and con- 
ftable. 

The earl then created the following knights : fir 
Peter Berton, fir John and fir Thomas Paulet, fir 
John Stingulie, fir Thomas Dortingues, fir John 
Vaflecoq, fir John Brafie, fir John Brauine, fir 
Henry Vernier, fir John Colville, fir William 
Everat, fir Nicholas Stingulie and fir Hugh de 
Lunit. They advanced to the van battalion, in 
order to have their (hare of the firft blows. 

A very gallant fquire from the country of Savoy 
' was then called, who had before been requefted to 
be made a knight at St. Omer and at Ardres : bis 
name was Ralp de Gruyeres, fon to the count de 
Gruyeres: when the earl faid to him, ^Weihall 
to-day, if it pleafe God, ^ave an engagement, and I 
will make you a knight/ The fquire excufed him- 
felf, faying, '. God gite you all the good and ho- 
nour you wilh me ; but I will never be a knight 
until my natural lord, the earl of Savoy, ihall 

confer 
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confer it upon me in battle.* He was not pTeflcd 
farther on this fubjed. 

It was a pleafure to obferve the order of battle 
in which the Englifli were drawn upj and the 
French were bufy in ftrengthening their forts, for 
they concluded that at lead there would be fome 
flvirmifties, and that fuch warriors as the Englifh 
would not depart without a nearer examination of 
them. 

The French formed themfelves handfomely ; and 
the duke of Burgundy was abroad, with his battle- 
axe in ' his hand, armed from head to foot : he 
pafled in review all the knights and fquires as they 
marched to the fort j and the crowd was fo great, 
there was not any pafling, nor could the heralds 
arrive as far as the duke to deliver the meflage 
with which they had been charged. 

To the words which the earl of Buckingham had 
delivered to the heralds, Glocefler and Aquitaine, 
others were added j for, on the evening when the 
lords had held their council, they told the heralds ; 
* You will carry this melTage, and tell the duke of 
Burgundy, that the duke and country of Brittany 
in conjunftion havefent to the king of England, 
for fupport and aid againfl certain knights and ba- 
rons of Brittany in rebellion againfl the faid duke, 
whom they refufe to obey as their lord, as the 
better difpofed part of the country do, but carry 
on war, in which ihey are fupported by the king of 
France. On this account, the king of England is 
refolved to affift the duke and the country, and has 
ordered his fair uncle the earl of Buckingham, 

with 
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with a large body of men at arms, to march to 
Brittany for this purpofe. They landed at Calais, 
and, having marched through the kingdom of 
France, are now fo much in the heart of it as to be 
arrived before the city of Troycs, wherein they 
know are great numbers of the nobility : in parti^ 
cular, the duke of Burgundy, fon of the late king 
of France and brother to the king now on the 
throne: therefore,the lord Thomas of Buckingham^ 
fon to the late king of England, demands a battle.* 

The heralds requefted to have this put down in 
writing, which they were promifed to have on the 
morrow ; but, when they again alked for it, they 
had changed their opinions, and no letter^ were 
given : but they were told to go, and fay what they 
had heard, as they were of fufficient credit ; ' and, 
if they choofe, they will believe you/ 

The heralds could not approach near enough to 
the duke to deliver their meflage, nor obtain any 
anfwer. 

The young englifli knights had already begun to 
Ikirmifh, which had troubled every thing, and fome 
french knights and men at arms faid to the heraldvS, 
* Gentlemen, you are in a hazardous fituation, for 
the common people of this town are very wicked*' 

This hint made thjem return without doing any 

thing. We will now relate the beginning of the 

Ikirmift. In the firft place, there was an englilh 

fquire, a native of the bifhoprick cf Lincoln, who 

was an excellent man at arms, and there gave 

proofs of his courage. I know not if he had made 
t 

any vow; but with his lance in its reft, .his target 

on 
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m tiis neek» he Tpurred his horfe, and^ riding fu'll 
gallop down the caufeway, he made him leap over 
die bars of the barriers, and came to the gate where 
the duke was, furrounded by the French nobilhy, 
who looked on this enterpfize with amazement* 
The fquire intended returning; but he was pre- 
Tented by his horfe receiving ^ blow from a fpear^ 
which felled him and killed the fquirCii It much 
angered the duke that he had not been made pri- 
ibner. 

Inftantly the battalions of the earl of Buckingham 
advanced on foot, to the attack of the men at arm^ 
in the wooden i^edoubt^ which had been formed of 
fiiutters^ doors and tables, and Was not^ to fay the 
truth, fit to hold out againft fuch men at arms zs. 
|he Englifli *. 

When the duke of Burgundy faw them advance 
in fuch numbers, and with fo much fpirit, that the 
lords,, barons and knights in this fbrt were not in 
force to withftand them, he direftly ordered them 
to retreat into the town, excepting the crofs- 
bowmen. They retired, by little and little, to the 
gate ;• and, as they were entering it, the genoefe 
crofs-bowmen Ihot.and wounded the Englifli, There 
was a good and fharp (kirmifti : the redoubt was 
foon conquered, but it did not long remain to the 
Englifli. All forts of people came in great ftrength 
to the gates ; and, as they pafled^ they drew up on 
the caufeways. • The duke of Lorraine was there 



* This contradi£lg his prior account of the redoubt. 
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handfomely difpofed ; as were t^e lord de CoUcy^ 
the duke of Bourbon and others. Between this 
gate arid the bars, many valorous deeds were done^ 
and of courfe numbers flain, wounded and taken. 

The Englilh, feeing the French retreat^ retreated 
alfo in excellent order, and formed themfelves on 
the plain, in battle-array, for upwards of tvfQ 
hours ; when, towards evening, they retired to their 
quarters. ' 

The next day, the army marched to Maillerois* 
le-Vicomte, near Sens in Burgundy, where they 
halted f6r two days, to refrefli themfelves and to 
gather provifion from the low countries, of which 
they were in the greateft want. 

You have heard how the' Englifli marched 
through France, and thus took the road to Brit» 
tany. They publicly declared the duke and country 
of Brittany had fent for them, and that they had 
not any pretence for waging war in the name of 
the king of England their lord, but that they were 
then in the pay of the duke of Brittany. 

King Charles was at the time fully informed of 
all thefe matters, and, like a wife and prudent man 
as he was, examined well all^the perils and incidents 
which might arife from them. He confidered, that 
if Brittany joined thefe Englifh againft him, the for* 
tune of war would be more doubtful ; and, as he 
was ill with the duke, if the principal towns were 
to open their gates to his enemies, it would turn 
out very much to his prejudice. He therefore fent, 
fecretly, letters fealed, but written in the mofl gra» 
cious manner, to the inhabitants of Nantes (which 

is 
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18 the key to all the other towns in Brittany), to rc- 
queft they would confider that the Englifli, who 
were marching through his kingdom, boafted they 
were fent for by them, and declared themfelves to 
be their foldiers ; and that in cafe they had thus en- 
gaged them, and would perfevere in this evil aft, 
they would ificur the malediftion of their holy fa- 
ther the pope^ according to the fentence he had 
pafled, as well as the penalty of two hundred thou- 
fand florins, which he could legally demand from 
them, and which they had bound themfelves to 
pay, according to treaties fealed which had formerly 
pafled betweeij them, and of which he had copies, 
as they could not be ignorant : that he had ever 
been their friend, and had aflifted them in all their 
neceflities} and that by perfifling, in this nlatter 
they would be very much to blame, for they had 
not any well-grounded complaint againft him to 
induce them to enter fo warmly into the war as to 
receive his enemies. He therefore recommended 
them maturely to reconfider this ; and, if they had 
been wickedly or ill advifed, he would frankly for- 
give it, provided they did not open their gates to 
his enemies the Englift, and would maintain them 
in all juft rights and privileges, and even renew 
them, fliould there be occafipn. 

When thefe lettef s iand offers from the king of 
France had been read by the men of Nantes and 
confidered, the principal perfons among them faid, 
the king of France was in the right, and had caufe 
for remonftrating with them as he had done ; that 
in truth they had fworn and fealed never to be 

enemies 
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enemies themfelves to the kingdom of France, nor 
to give any affiftance to its enemies. They began, 
therefore, to be on their guard, and fent privately 
to the king of France not to be uneafy on this head, 
as they would never aid or fuccour the Englifh in 
their attempts to injure the kingdom of France by 
force^ nor would their town afford them any a(fift# 
ance ; for they were determined, if there ihould be 
^ny neceflity, to claim the help of the king, and 
that tp his army alone would they open their gates, 
and to none elfe. 

The king of France, having received their met 
fengef, put confidence in their declarations, for 
Nantes was ever attached to the French intereft : 
of all this, however, the duke, who re(ided at 
Vannes, was ignorant: he thought, neverthelefs, 
that the inhabitants of Nantes would remain fteady 
to him, and that they would open their gates to the 
Engliih when they fhould come thither. 

We will now return to the Englifh who were 
quartered near to Sen^ in Burgundy; in which 
city the duke of Bar, the lord de Coucy, the lord 
de Saimfd, the lord da Franfures, were in garriibii 
with their troops. 
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CHAP. IXXVIIL 

THE ENGLISH OVERRUN THE COUNTRIES OF' 
GATtNOIS AND BEAUCE.— A FRENCH SQUIRE 
DEMANDS TO TILT WITH AN ENGLISH SQUIRE: 
THEY BOTH BEHAVE VERY GALLANTLY. 

T\7^HEN the earl of Buckingham and his army 
had repofed themfelves at Maillerois-ie-Vi- 
comte, they determined to advance into the Gati- 
nois : they croffed, in confequence,the river Yonne, 
and their light troops went even to the fuburbs of 
Sens. They next day they quartered themfelves at 
St. Jean de Nemours and thereabouts, and after- 
wards at Beaune in Gatlnois, where they rem^dned 
three days, on account of its fertile and rich country* 
There they held a council, whether to follow the 
road into the plains of Beauce, or keep to the courfe 
of the river Loire : they refolved on the firft, and 
marched towards Toury in Beauce. In this caftle 
were the lord de Saimpi, fir Oliver de ^auny, fir 
Guy le Baveux and numbers of men at arms. 

There were befides, at Geneville in Beauce, the 
lord de Volainnes, le Barrois des Barres, with others 
to the amount of three hundred fpears ; and in all 
the caftles and fortreffes of Beauce were ported men 
at arms to defend the country. 

Thofe of the van-guard ikirmifhed with the gar* 
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tifon of Toury, when there were feme flain on both 
fides. The earl of Buckingham and his whole 
army were quartered at Toury in Beauce, and in 
the environs, where they found plenty of provifions* 
During the fkirmiih at Toury, a fquire from Beauce, 
a gentleman of tried courage, who had advanced 
himfelf by his own merit, without any afliftance 
from others, came to the barriers, and cried out to 
the Englifli ; ' Is there among you any gentleman 
who for love of his lady is willing to try with me 
fome feat of arms ? If there ihould be any fuch, 
here I am, quite ready to fally forth completely 
armed and mounted, to tilt three courfes with the 
lance, to give three blows with the battle-axe, and 
three ftrokes with the dagger. Now look, you 
Englifli, if there be none among you in love/ 

This fquire's name was Gauvain Micaille. His 
propofal and requeft was foon fpread among the 
Englifli, when a fquire, an expert man at tourna- 
ments, called Joachim Cator, ftepped forth and 
faid, *I will deliver him from his vow: let him 
make hafte and come out of the caftle.* Upon 
this, the lord Fitzwalter, marflial of the army, went 
up to the barriers, and faid to fir Guy le Baveux, 
^ Let your fquire come forth : he has found one 
who will cheerfully deliver him ; and we will afford 
him every fecurity.* 

Gauvain Micaille was much rejoiced on hearing 
thefe words. He immediately armed himfelf, in 
which the lords aflifted, in the putting on the dif- 
ferent pieces, and mounted him on a horfe, which 
they gave to him. Attended by two others, he 

Pa ^ came 
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^mp out of the paflle j axid hk v^Iet& e^rifi^ed three 
U^ce^, three battle-axes ia|id thriee daggers. }U 
)ya§ much looked af by th? pnglifli, for they did 
not think ^y Frei^chipcU^ would have engaged 
body to bp4y. Th<erp w§re befid^ to b§ three 
^fokes with a fword, and with &H oth^r forts of 
arfns. Gauvain hl^d h^d three bi'ought with him 
for fear ^qy Ihpul4 bre^k. 

The pjirl of BuckinghftiHj he^iring of this combat, 
faid he would fee it, and mounted hi$ horfe^ at^ 
tended by the earls of Staffqrd and Devonfhire. Qn 
jhis acpount, thp ^ffj^ulc on Toiiry ceafed« The 
JRi^gliihnian that was to tilt was brought forward, 
completely ^ruifd 2^d mounted on a good horfe. 
"When they h^d taken th^ir ftatioiis, they gave tP 
each of them a fpear, and the tilt began; but 
neither of th^m ftruck the lather, from the mettle- 
fomeneft pf th^ir horfess They hit the fecon^ 
Qi^feta but it Wfis by dartipg their Cpears ; qn which 
the ejirl pf Buckingham cried P^ut, ^ HoJa, hpla ! 
it is jnpw late/ He then faid to the eopftaWe; 
< Put an end to it, for they have dpne eaovigh this 
day : we will make them finiih it wh^n we h^ve 

HM3tre ififwre than we h^ve n this m^meat^ smd 
t4ke gre^t care that as much atteetipn 49 paid to 
tke french fquire ^s tP Qur own ; wd order- fome 

one to tell thofe of the caftle, not tQ he Ui^^fy 
about hiu^j for we ihall carry him with us to icom- 
plete his enterprize, but not as a pj^Qnei") and 
4hat.when he fhall have been delivered, if he ef- 
-^ape with his life, we will feftd him b^ek in all 
fafety.' 

Thefe 
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Thcfebrden of the carl i^ett obeyed by the ixtaif- 
Aial^ who fatid to the french fquire, * You ttivAl ic-^ 
company us without any danger, aifnl when it SaSS 
be agreeable to my lord you will be delivered,- 
Gaaivain replied^ * God help me !* A herald wa* 
font to the caftle, to repeat to the governoif -chtf 
Words yoU have heard. 

The following day, they marched towards Geii6- 
ville in Beauce, always in expedation of having M 
engagement with the enemy ; for they weH fcriew 
they were followed and watched by the French, Jtf 
greater numbers than themfelves. True it is, that 
the french dukes, counts, barons, knights aufcF 
fquires eagerly wiftied for a battle, and faid anioiig 
themfelves, that it was very blameaWe and foofeft 
not to permit them to engage, and fufFer the^nemy 
thus to flip through their hands. But, when it was 
mentioned to the king, he replied, *Let theni 
alone : they will deftroy tliemfelvcs.* ' 

The Englifli continued their march, with the 
intent to enter Brittany. 

You before heard, that there were three hun- 
dred fpears in Geneville, fo the whole army pafled 
by it. There was indeed at the barriers fonie little 
ikirmHhing, which lafted not long, as it was time 
thrown away. Without Geneville a handfome MH 
was deftroyed. The earl came to Yterville*, and 
difnK)unted at the houfe of the Templars. The 
van-guard went forwards to Puifet t, where they 
heard that fixty companions had pofted themfelves 



* \ Probably Interville, — Puifd,— -near Janvillc in Beauce. 
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m a large tower : they marched to the attack, for 
it was fituated in the open plain without any bul- 
warks. The aiTault was {harp, but did not laft 
long, for the archers fliot fo brilkly that fcarcely 
any one dared to appear on the battlements : the 
tower was taken, and thofe within {lain or made 
prifoners. The Englifti then fet fire to it, and 
marched on, for they were in the utmoft diftrefs 
for water. 

From thence they went to Ermoyon, where they 
quartered themfelves, and then to the foreft of 
Marchenoir. In this foreft there is a monaftery 
of monks, of the ciftertian order, which is called 
the Ciftertian Abbey, and has feveral handfome and 
noble edifices, where formerly a moft renowned 
and noble knight, the count de Blois, received 
great edification, and bequeathed to it large re-- 
venues; but the wars had greatly diminifhed them. 
The earl of Buckingham lodged in this abbey, and 
heard mafs there on the feaft of our Lady in Sep- 
tember. It was there ordered, that Giuvain Mi- 
caille and Joachim Cator fliould on the morrow 
complete their enterprize. That day the Englifti 
came to Marchenoir * : the governor was a knight 
of that country, called fir William de St. Martin, 
a prudent and valiant man at arms. The Englifli, 
after having reconnoitred the caflle, retired to 
their quarters. In another part, the lord Fitz- 
walter came before the caftle of Verb], not to at- 



* Marchenoir,— a town in Beauce, ele6lion of Chiteaudun. 
Near this town is a foreft of 4230 arpents.— -Gazetteer. 
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tack it, but to fpeak with the governor at the bar« 
riers, with whom he was well acquainted, having 
been together formerly in Pruilia. The lord Fitz* 
waiter made himfelf known to the lord de Verbi, 
and entreated him, out of courtefy, to fend him 
fome wine, and in return he would prevent his 
eflate from being burnt or fpoiled. The lord de 
Verbi fent him a large quantity, and thirty great 
loaves with it ; for which the lord Fitzwalter was 
very thankful, and kept his promife. 

On the day of the feaft of our Lady, Gauvaia 
Micaille and Joachim Cator were armed, and 
mounted to finifh their engagement, lliey met 
each other roughly with fpears, and the french 
fquire tilted much to the fatisfaidion of the earl : 
but the Engliihman kept his fpear tbo low, and at 
lad ftruck it into the thigh of the Frenchman* 
The earl of Buckingham as well as the other lords 
were much enraged at this, and faid it was tilting 
difhonourably ; but he excufed himfelf, by de- 
claring it was folely owing to the reftivenefs of his 
horfe. Then were given the three thrufts with the 
Xword ; and the earl declared they had done 
enough, and would not have it longer continued, 
for he perceived the french fquire bled exceeding- 
ly: the other lords were of the fame opinion* 
Gauvain Micaille was therefore difarmed, and his 
wound drefled. The earl fent him one hundred 
francs by a herald, with leave to return to his pwn 
garrifon in fafety, adding that he had acquitted 
himfelf much to his fatisfadion.^ 

Gauvain Micaille went back to the lords of 

France : 
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7rwee : and the EngUft departed from Marchc* 
i^oir, taking th<e road lo Vendome ; but, befoff 
tbey arrived there, they quartered ihcmfelvcs ift 
the fared of Coulombiers. 



CHAP. XXXIX, 

KINO CHARLES OF FRANCE IS TAKEN lLh» — HfS 
LAST WORDS ON HIS DEATH-BED. 

X^OU have heard what fecret intrigues the king 
of France was carrying on with the principal 
towns in dittany, to prevent them from admitting 
the Engliih, menacing thofe who ihould do fo thai 
they Ihould never be forgiven. The inhabitants 
of Nantes fent him word not to be alarmed ; for 
they would never con fent to admit them, whatever 
treaties had been entered into with their lord : but 
they were defirous, if the Englifli fliould approach, 
that feme men at arms might be fent, to defend 
the town and the inhabitants agaihft their enemies. 
The king of France was well inclined to this, 
and charged his council to fee it executed. The 
main fpring of all thefe treaties was fir John de 
Buell, on the part of the duke of Anjou, who re- 
fided at Angers. The duke of Burgundy was 
quartered in the city of Mans, and in that country. 
Other lords, fuch as the duke of Bourbon, the 
count de Bar, the lord de Coucy, the count d*Eu, 
the duke of Lprr^io^ were in the neighbouring 

caftles 
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caftles and fortffj with a force of upwards of fiat , 
thoufand men at arms : they faid among them- 
felves, that whether the king willed it or not, thcjr 
would combat the Englifli before they crofled the 
river Sarte, which divides Maine from Anjou. 

The king of France was at this moment feized 
with an ilhiefs, which much difheartened all who 
loved him ; for, as no remedy could' be found for 
it, they forefaw that in a very fhort time he muft 
depart this life : indeed, he himfelf knew this, 2S 
well as his furgeons and phyficians. The reports 
were firmly believed, that the king of Navarre^ 
during the time he refided in Normandy, had at* 
tempted to poifon him, and that the king was fb 
much infefted Jby the venom that the hairs of his 
head and the nails of his hands and feet fell off, 
and he became as dry as a ftick, for which they 
could not difcover any remedy. His uncle, the 
emperor, hearing of his illnefs, fent to him his 
own phyfician, the moft able man of that time, 
and of the greateft learning then known in the 
world, as his works indeed fhew : he was called a 
fecond Ariftotle, but his name was George of 
Prague. When this great doftor came to vifit the 
king, who at that time was duke of Normandy, he. 
knew his diforder, and declared, that having been 
poifoned, he was ill danger of dying : however, he 
performed the greateft cure known, by fo weaken- 
ing the force of the poifon that he caufed him to 
regain his former ftrength. 

This poifon ouzed out in fmall quantities from 
an ilTue in his arm. On the departure of the 

do^or. 
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do&or, for they could not detain him, he pre- 
fcribed a medicine that was to be made ufe of con« 
ftantly. He told the king and his attendants, that 
whenever this iffue (hould dry up, he would infaU 
libly die ; but that he would have fifteen days or 
more to fettle his afiairs, and attend, to his foul* 

The king of France well remembered thefe 
words, and had had this iifue for twenty-two years^ 
which at times alarmed him much. Thofe in 
whom he put great confidence, in regard to his 
health, were able phyficians, who comforted him, 
and kept up his fpirits, by faying that, with the 
excellent medicines they had, they would make 
him live long in joy and happinefs, fo that he had 
great faith- in them. The king had, befides other 
diforders that afHifted him much, the toothrache : 
from this he fufi'ered the greatefl .torment j and his 
majefly knew, from all thefe fymptoms, he could 
not live very long : but the greatefl comfort, to- 
wards the end of his days, was in God for having 
given him threif fine children, two fons and a 
daughter, Charles, Louis and Catherine. 

When this iffue began to ceafe running, the 
fears of death came upon ^him : he therefore, like 
a wife and prudent man, began to look to his 
affairs. He fent for jiis three brothers, the duke 
of Berry, the duke of Burgundy and the duke of 
Bourbon*, without noticing his next brother, the 
duke of Anjou, whom he did not fend for, becaufe 
he knew him to be very avaricious. When they 

. * Duke ef Bourbon— was brother to the late qu^n. 
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were arrived, he faid to them ; * My dear brothers, 
1 feel I have not long to live : I therefore recom- 
mend to your charge my fon Charles, to take that 
care of him that good uncles ought to do of their 
nephew, by which you will loyally acquit your- 
felves. Have him crowned king as foon as you 
poflibly can after my deceafe, and advife him juftly 
in all his affairs. My whole confidence refls in 
you : the child is young, and, being of an unfteady 
temper, will want to be well managed and properly 
inftructed in found learning. Teach him, or have 
him taught, every point relative to royalty, and 
the manner in which he (hould, according to the 
fituations he may be in, conduft himfelf. Marry 
him to fuch a princefs of high birth that the king- 
dom may gain by it. I have had with me for a 
confiderable time a learned aftronomer*, who has 
predifted that in his youth he will have much to 
do, and efcape from great perils and dangers. 
Having thought much on thefe expreffions, I have 
confidered that the events alluded to muft have their 
origin in Flanders ; for, thanks to God, the affairs 
of my kingdom are in a very good condition. 
The duke of Brittany is very deceitful and froward, 
and has always had more of englifh than french 
courage ; for which reafon, you muft keep the no- 
bles and principal towns of that country in good af- 



* Thomas dePlfan. For particulars of him and of hU daughter, 
fee Moreri*s dictionary, and vol. xvii. of the Memoires de 
rAcademie. 
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f(p£Uon t6 you, ill order to traverfehis defigns* I hare 
every caufe to praife the Bretons, for they have fcrvcd 
me faithfully in* the defence of my kingdom againft 
its enemies. . You will make the lord de Cliflbn 
conftable : every thing confidered, I know no one 
fo proper for that office. Seek out, in Germany, 
an alliance for my fon, that our connections there 
may be ftrengthened. You have heard our ad- 
verfary is about to marry from thence, to increaie 
his allies. The poor people of my realm are much 
harafled and tormented by taxes and fubfidies : 
take them off as fpeedily as you can, for they are 
things which, notwithftanding I propofed. them, 
weigh very heavy on my mind : but the great un- 
dertakings we have had to maintain in every part 
of the kingdom forced me fubmit to them.* Many 
more kind words did king Charles utter, but I 
have not thought it requifite to cite them all. The 
king explained why the duke of Anjou was abfent; 
for he fufpected him much, knowing him to be of 
an ambitious temper. Notwithftanding the king of 
France did not permit him to attend his death-bed, 
nor to have any part in the government of France, 
this duke did not keep at a very great diftance : 
he had befides meflengers continually going be- 
tween Paris and Angers, who brought him exaO: 
accounts of the ftate of his brother's health. He 
had alfo fome about the king's perfon, who in- 
formed him fecretly what daily pafled ; and the 
laft day, when the king of France departed this 
life, he was at Paris, and fo near to the king's 
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chamber that be heard all the difcourfe I have juft 

related. But we will now follow the Eogliih in 
their march to Brittany^ 
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THE ^QfiP m HANG^3T IS NilAR TAKEN BT THI 
ENGLISH. — THE LORD DE MAUVOISIN REMAINS 
t«5lR PRISONER. — THE 5NQJLISW CROSS TH^ 
itIVf R fiARTS IN DISORDER. 

T\rHEN the earl of Buckingham quitted the 
fareft pf Marchenoir with his army, he took 
the road tpwards Vendome and the foreft of Cou- 
lombiers. Sir Thomas Trivet and fir William 
ClintpjtjL were fomewhat advanced, with forty fpear$, 
a»d by acddent met the lord de Hangeft, who wa$ 
retiirfting from Vendome, accompanied by thirty 
lajuces. The EngUih foon faw they were French, 
and eagerly galloped towards them. The French, 
who found they were not in equal numbers, had 
no wife to wait for them, oor to fight, for they 
were near to Vendome : they made, therefore, for 
that place, the Englifh purfuing them. Sir Robert 
dc Hangeft, coufin to the lord of that name, waa 
flain, and John de Mondecris with five or fi?: others 
were made prifoners. The lord de Hangeft came 
fo opportunely to the barrier that he found it'open. 
Having fixed his lance, he put himfelf in a gallant 
pofture of defence : the reft of his companions did 

fo 



lb as they came up r however, twelve remained 
]>riibners. 

Sir Robert KnoIIes had alfo this day made an 
cxcurfion from the army: he met the lord de 
Mauvoifin^ who defended himfelf valiantly^ but was 
in the end made prifoner by fir Robert himfelf. 
This day the army marched by Vendome to 
Auffie, and on the morrow to St. Calais*, where 
they halted for two days, and then came to Pont- 

▼alint* 

The Englifti thus advanced, without meeting 
any to oppofe them : but the whole country was 
full of men at arms, and numbers were in the city 
of Mans. At this period, the duke of Anjou 
j)afled through Tours, Blois and Orleans, in his 
way to Paris ; for he had heard his brother was in 
fo dangerous a ftate that there were not any hopes 
of his recovery, and he was anxious to be with him 
at his deceafe. Notwithftanding this illnefs of the 
king, from which he was jiever expeded to re- 
cover, the men at arms did not defift from pur- 
fuing and watching the Englifli on their march : 
the commanders ordered their men to harafs them 
as much as they could, and to attempt if poffible 
to furround them, which would prevent them from 
having any provifion ; and then they %% ould engage 
Ivith them at their will, whether the king of France 
gave permiffion or not. 

In confequence, the lords of France had brought 
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* St. Calais, — a town in Maine, fix leagues from Vend6mc. 
f ' Pontvalin,— a town in Anjou* 
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to that part of the Sarte which the Englifh were to 
pafs, large beams which they had fixed acrols the 
river widi (harp ilakes, fo that they would not be 
able to crofs it. On the banks, they dug very 
wide and deep ditches, to prevent their defcending 
to the river, or afcending from it. 

The earl of Buckingham marched from Pont- 
valin with his army to the Sarte, where he halted ; 
for they could not find a ford, as the river w^ 
fwelled and deep, and difHcult to crofs except in 
certain places. The van-guard marched up and 
down, but could not difcover any other ford but 
where the beams of timber and flakes had been 
fixed. 

The lords difmounted, and, obferving the ford, 
faid, ^ It is here we mufl pafs, if we mean to march 
further : come, let us be adtive, and drag thefe 
beams out of our way.* You would have feen^ 
after this fpeech, knights, barons and fquires enter 
the river, and labour moft heartily before they 
could fucceed : at lafl, they'gained their point, but 
with much difEculty, and, having cleared away ali 
obflacles, opened a paflage. Had the French been 
watchful enough, they might have done them 
much harm ; for thofe who crofled firft could not 
af&ft thofe that followed, on account of the deep 
m^rfhes they had to go through. The Englifh 
took fuch pains, that they did pafs them, and 
arrived at Noyon fur Sarte^ 
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CHAP. XLL 

THE DEATH OF CHARLES THE FIFTH, KING OF 

FRANCE. 

nPHAT fame day on which the Englifh croffed 
the Sarte with fo much difficulty,' Charles^ 
king of France, departed this life, in his h6tel at 
Paris called the hotel de St. Pol *• No fooner did 
his brother, the duke of Anjou, know that the 
king^s eyes were clofed than he feized all the 
jewels of the king, which were very valuable, and 
had them fecured in a fafe place, flattering himfelf 
they would be of the utmbft ufe to him in the in- 
tended war and journey he was about to make ; 
for he already figned himfelf king of Sicily, la 
Puglia, Calabria and Jerufalem, 

The king of France was carried through the 
'city of Paris to the abbey of St. Denis, with his fiice 
uncovered, followed by his brothers and his two 
fons, where he was moft honourably interred. He 
had given orders refpefting his burial during his 



* King Charles died Suyday the x6th September 1380, at 
his chateau of Beaut^ fur Marne. On the Monday, his body 
was carried early to St. Anthony, hard by Paris, to wait the ar- 
rival of his brothers. It remained there until Monday 14th 
()(5lober, when it was borne to the church of ndtre Dame in 
Paris, and on the following day to St. Denis. — Grands Chro* 
niques x/c France, 
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life-time; and his conftable, fir Bertrand du Guef- 
clin, lies at his feet. 

Notwithftanding the orders king Charles had 
given,. before his deaths refpefting the government 
of the kingdom, they were totally difregarded ; 
for the duke of Anjou immediately took poffeflion, 
and over-ruled all the others. He was willing his 
nephew fhould be crowned king, but refolved to 
have the management of affairs as much, if not 
more, than any other, on account of his being the 
eldeft uncle ; and there were none in the kingdom 
who dared to difpute it with him» 

The king of France died on the eve of Michael- 
mas : foon after his deceafe, the peers and barons 
of France recommended that the king fhould be 
crowned immediately after AU-faints, at Rheims* 
The three uncles^ Anjou, Berry and Burgundy, 
agreed to this propofal ; biit they infilled on go* 
verning the realm until the child fhould be of age> 
that is to fay, twenty-one years*, which they made 
the great barons and prelates of France fwear to 
obfetve. After this, the coronation of the young 
king was notified in foreign countries^ to the duke 
of Brabant, duke Albert of Bavaria, the count de 
Savoye, the count de Blois, the duke de Gueldres, 

* troiffart mtift millake ; for Charles V. eiiafted> the 2ift 
May I375> a law,' that the heirs apparent fhould henceforward 
be of age to govern when fourteen years old. He^ at the fame 
time, x)rdeTed the duke of Anjou to hav« the government during 
the minority, and the dukes of Burgundy and Bourbon to have 
the management of his fon until he was 14 years of age«-^- 
Qrands Ckroniques, 
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the duke dc Juliers, the count d*Armagnac, and 
to the count de Foix. The duke of Bar, the duke 
of Lorraine, the lord de Coucy, the count daupbin 
of Auvergne, were purfuing the Englifli: they 
were not, therefore, fo foon fent to ; but the count 
of Flanders was invited ; and the day fixed was 
All-faints, which fell on a Sunday, 

The men of Ghent were much grieved at the 
death of the king of France ; for he had been, very 
friendly to them during their war, loving but little 
the earl of Flanders. 

We will now fpeak of the Englifhjand then 
return to the coronation of the king of France. 



CHAP. XLIL 

THE ENGLISH ARRIVE IN BRITTANY. — THE DUKE 
EXCUSES HIMSELF FOR HAVING SO LONG DELAYED 

COMING TO MEET THEM. THEY UNDERTAKE 

TOGETHER THE SIEGE OF NANTES. . 

/ 

npHE Englifti, having crojQTed the Sarte in great 
danger, were not ignorant of the death of the 
king of France. They were quartered at Noyon 
fur Sarte: from thence they marched to Poilli, 
two leagues from Sable*. The whole ftrength of 
France was at that time in the city of Mans, and 

- -■■ - ■ - ■ ■ 

* Sabl6, — an ancient town in Maine on the Sarte, 29 leagues 
from Kennes. 
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in that part of the country, but they contented 
themfelves with following the marcli of the Englifh: 
fome, however, faid, they would f ombat them. 

When intelligence of the king*s death became 
public, the intentions of the French were fruftrated ; • 
for many of the barons decamped, and returned to 
Paris, to learn what was going forward. The 
Englifh continued for three days in their quarters : 
on the fourth day they departed, and came to St. 
Pierre d'Arne, and from thence to Argentic. The 
next day the army croffed the river Mayenne, and 
pafled a marfh with much difficulty, for only two 
or three could march in front the whole of this 
road, which lafted upwards of two leagues. Now, 
confider what danger they were in ; for if the 
French had known this, and attacked the van, the 
rear could not have affifted them: of this the 
Englifh were greatly afraid : however, they paffed 
in fafety, and arrived at CofTe*, where they halted 
four days in conftant expedation of having fome 
intelligence from Brittany. 

The duke of Brittany refided at Hennebon, in 
the diftrift of Vannes : he had heard frequently 
of the Englifh, and that they were near the fron- 
tiers of Brittany, but he did not know how to a£l. 
When he learnt the king of France's death, he 
took little notice of it, for he did not love him, but 
faid to thofe near him ; ' The rancour and hatred 
which I bore the kingdom of France, on account 



* CofTe, — a tQwn of Maine, eledion of Laval 
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of this king Charles, is now one-half diminiflied ; 
for thofe who hated the father may love the fon, 
and thofe who have made war on the father may 
affift the fon. It is neceffary, however, for me to 
acquit myfelf to the Englifh ; for, in truth, it has 
been at my requefl and foHcitation they have 
marched through the kingdom of France, and I 
muft keep the promifes I have made them r but in 
this there is much difficulty, both in regard to 
them and me, as I wifli our principal towns to fhut 
their gates, and not allow them to enter within 
them.* 

The duke then fummoned fome of his counci}, 
fuch as the lord de Montbourfier, fir Stephen 
Guyon, fir William Tanneguy, fir Euftace de la 
Houffaye, fir GeofFry de Kerimel and the judge- 
affeflbr of Leon, and faid to them; ' You will ride 
to my lord of Buckingham, who is approaching 
Brittany, and whom I believe you will find not far 
off: recommend me to him, and falute on my 
part all his barons. You will tell them, that I fhall 
fhortly be at Rennes to' meet them ; to which 
place I wifh they would direft their march ; when 
we will confider together on the beft plans for our 
further proceedings. Tell them alfo, that I do 
not find my country in the fame difpofitions as 
when I fent to England, which vexes, me much: 
that, in particular, I am hurt with the men of 
Nantes, who are more rebellious than any of the 
others.* 
Jhe knights replied, tJiey would cheerfully 
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carry this meffage. They took leave of the duke, 
and rode to Nantes : in the whole, they were 
about fixty fpears. 

The Englifh having marched from Cofle, and 
entered the foreft of la Gravelle, which they tra- 
verfed, arrived at Vitre* in Brittany, where they 
felt themfelves more fecure than they had hitherto 
been, for they knew they (hould no longer be pur- 
fued by the French. From thence they went to 
Chatcaubriantf, where they remained with the 
knights from the duke of Brittany, who met them 
at that place. 

The earl of Buckingham and the barons of 
England received the knights from the duke of 
Brittany moft honourably, and there were many 
councils and debates. The Englifh faid in plain 
terms, they were much aftonifhed that neither the 
duke nor the country were better prepared, and 
fhewed not any inclinations to receive them ; for it 
was at their requeft they were come, and had fuf- 
fered fo many difficulties in their march through 
France. 

The lord de Montbourfier then faid, in excufe 
of the duke ; ' My lords, you have very good 
caufe for having thus fpoken, and the duke has a 
thorough good will to fulfil every article of the 
engagements which have ,been entered into be- 
tween you both, to the utmoft of his power ; ^but 



* Vitr^, — a city of Brittaoy, on the Vilaine, diocefe of 
Bennes. 

f Chateaubriant, — a town of Brittany, on the confines of 
Anjou, diocefe of Nantes, 

he 
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he cannot ad: as he wifhes : in particular, the inha* 
bitants of Nantes, which is the key to Brittany, arc 
5n complete rebellion, and are ready to receive 
men at arms from France. This condud has very 
much aftoniftied my lord; for it was that town 
which firft entered into the alliance with the other 
chief towns in Brittany, and my lord believes that 
the men of Nantes have entered into a new treaty 
with the young king of France, who is to be 
crowned on All-faints day enfuing. My lord, 
therefore, begs and entreats you will hold him ex- 
cufed : he alfo defires that you will take the road 
to Rennes, whither he will come to meet you j for 
he has a great defire to fee you, and will not fail 
being there/ 

Thefe words much pleafed the earl of Bucking- 
ham and the Englifli : they declared, he coujld not 
fay more. The meffengers, returning to the duke 
towards Henhebon, met him at Vannes. The 
Englifh continued four days at Chateaubriant, 
when they marched away to the fuburbs of Rennes ; 
the gates of the city were fhut, and no man at 
jirms was fuffered to enter : the earl of Bilcking^ 
ham, however, was lodged in the town, as wer^ 
the lord Latimer, fir Robert Knolles, and five or 
fix other barons of the council to the earl. They 
remained there upwards of fifteen days, waiting in 
vain for the duke, who never came, which afto^^ 
liifhed them greatly. 

The lord de Monteraulieu, the lord Montfort of 
Brittany, fir Qeoffry de Kerimel, and fir Alain de 
ta Houffaye, the governor of Rennes, were in the 

city^ 
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City, as alfo fir Euftace, the governor's brother, 
who made daily excufes for the duke. I know 
not if they had a good caufe to plead or not, but 
the Englifli began to be very difcontented with the 
duke for not coming. 

Thofe of Nantes kept their gates well guarded; 
for they did not think themfelves fecure from the 
Englifh, whom they knew to be at Rennes : they 
fent, therefore, to the duke of Anjou, who had 
been the origin of the late treaties, and by whom 
the greater part of the kingdom was governed, to 
remonftrate with him on their incapacity to defend 
themfelves, if they fliould be befieged, without 
having a ftronger body of men at arms: they 
therefore entreated him to provide them with a 
reinforcement. The four dukes who governed 
France, Anjou, Berry, Burgundy and Bourbon, 
complied with their requeft, and fent upwards of 
fix hundred good and valorous men at armsi 
Thus was Nantes reinforced. Thofe men at arms 
immediately repaired every part of the walls, and 
put the town in a proper condition to refill -- a 
fiege or an attack, if fuch fhould happen. 

The Englifli, quartered at Rennes and there- 
abouts, began to defpond on account of the duke's 
not coming to them : they refolved, in a council, 
to fend to know his reafons of delay. Lord 
Thomas Percy and fir Thomas Trivet were or- 
dered to wait on him, efcorted by five hundred 
lances, to prevent or oppofe any ambufcades which 
might be laid for them. Thefe two barons de^ 
parted from Rennes^ attended by this body of 
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lances, with as many archers, and took the road 
to Hennebon. They fet out on a Thurfday : the fol- 
lowing Saturday, the earl marched the army to Su 
Sulpice in Brittany, where he halted three days ; 
on the fourth, he marched to Combront, where he 
remained four days. 

The duke of Brittany had left Hennebon, an4 
was at Vannes : he had regular information of all 
the Englift were doing, and, after having well 
confidered every thing, refolved to go to them ; 
for his own honour, and the alliances he had 
formed with them, would not fuffer him longer 
to delay it. Having learnt that fir Robert KnoUes^ 
lord Thomas Percy and fir Thomas Trivet were 
coming to him, he began his journey to Rennes j 
^nd, thg day that he fet out from Vannes, he met 
the englifh knights. This meeting caufed great 
joy : the duke of Brittany made inquiries after the 
earl -of Buckingham, and the knights told him, 
they had left him very melancholy at Rennes, be- 
caufe he had not any tidings of him. The duke 
excufed himfelf by faying, that by his faith he 
could not help it. They then rode all together to 
Vannes, where they were well received 5 but they 
knew that the englifli army had marched from 
Combrqnt to la Hed6 and 1^ Maifiere, for they had 
followed th^t road. 

The earl of Buckingham arrived- at Vannes the 
jxext day, when great affeftion was fhewn on both 
fides. The duke handfoniely excufed himfelf to 
the earl and the Englifli for hi^ delay in coming to 
ih<^vci : the reafon of it was, that he did oot fin4 
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his country determined to perform what they had 
promifed him at the beginning of the fummen 

The earl replied ; * Fair brother of Brittany, it 
Ihall not be long, if you follow my advice, before 
you puniih thefe rebels ; for, with the forces 
which you have yourfeff, and thofe we have 
brought,' with the additional reinforcements that 
may arrive from England every day, we (hall 
bring your fubjefts into fuch a (late of fubmiilioa 
that they will gladly throw themfelves on your 
mercy/ With thefe and fuchlike fpeeches they 
converfed for a long time, when each reared to 
his hotel. On the morrow, 4hey rode out to- 
gether : it was then fettled that the council of the 
earl fhould attend the duke to Rennes, and finally 
make arrangements for their future proceedings. 
That evening the duke, with the eari's council, 
remained at la Maifiere, and the earl returned to 
la Hede, for they were all quartered in the envi- 
rons of la Maifiere. The next day, the duke went 
to Rennes, accompanied by the lord Latimer, fir 
Kobert Knolles, lord Thomas Percy, fir Thomas 
Trivet, and others of the council of the earl. 

They remained three days in confultation at 
Rennes : at lafl:, it was determined, and fwom to, 
on the part of the duke of Brittany, on the holy 
Evangelifts, that he would lay fiege to Nantes, in 
company with the earl of Buckingham, and be 
there in perfon fifteen days after the Knglifh were 
arrived. The duke alfo engaged to fend down 
the river Loire pjenty of barges, the more to con- 
0rain thofe of Nailtes, and would not himfelf quit 

the 



234 

the place, nor fuffer his army to do fo, before it 
ihould be conquered. 

The earl of Buckingham was fent for to la 
Hed6, that all this bufmefs might be completely 
fettled, and that he might be prefent at thefe coun- 
cils. The army therefore diflodged, and took up 
their former quarters in the fuburbs of Rennes. 
The earls and barons entered Rennes, when the 
earl gave them a moft magnificent dinner. The 
duke of Brittany engaged, and fwore by his faith 
folemnly on the holy Evangelifts to come to. 
Nantes with all his forces. After this, he returned 
to Hennebon. The Englifti remained for upwards 
of fifteen days at Rennes, in making the neceffary 
preparations. 

The inhabitants of Nantes, being informed that 
the fiege of their town was intended, took every 
precaution to defend themfelves. One of the 
principal captains in Nantes was fir John le Barrois 
dcs Barres, a valiant and expert knight : there 
Wc^re with him tKe following captains ; John de 
' Cliflbn, John de Chatelmorant, Morfonace, fir 
John de Malatrait, the lord de Tournemine and fe- 
veral more,^ all the flower of the army. Thefe leaders 
made very prudent and able defences, as well towards 
the river as at the gates, walls and towers which were 
oppofite to the plain, and at thofe parts where they 
thought it probable an attack might be made. 

We will now give thefe affairs a refpite, and 
fpeak of the ceremonies of the coronation of the 
young king Charles, who at this period was crown- 
ed at Rheims. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLIII. 

THE CORONATION OF KING CHARLES VI. <X 

FRANCE. 

A S you may well imagine, nothing was fpared by 
the nobility and great lords to add to the mag- 
nificence of the coronation of the young king 
Charles of France, who was crowned at Rheims on 
a Sunday*, in the twelfth year of his age, in the 
year 1380. At -this folemnity there were many 
high and mighty lords : his uncles of Anjou, Berry, 
Burgundy and • Bourbon, were prefent ; as were 
alfo his great uncles, Winceflausf duke of Brabant, 
the duke of Bar, the duke of Lorraine, the count 
de Savoye, the count de la Marche, the count 
d'Eu and fir William de Namur : but the earl of 
Flanders and the count de Blois fent excufes. 
There were feveral other lords whom I caimot 
name. 

The young king made* his entry into the city of 
Rheims on the Saturday, handfornely attended by 
the great lords, nobility and minftrels, at vefpers. 
In particular, there were upwards of thirty trum- 
pets, which preceded him, and founded fo clear it 

* The 4th November 1380. He returned to Paris the lltb, 
^^Grauds Chroniques, 

f Winceijaus^ &c. — See annotation 9th by D. Sauvage. 

was 



236 ' 

vas quite marvellous to hear them. The young 
king of France dlfmounted before the church of 
our Lady at Rheims, in company with his (mcles 
and brother. There were alfo his coufins of Na- 
varre, d'Albreth, of Bar and of Harcourt*, and a 
great many other young fquires, children of the 
great barons of France, whom the king on the mor- 
row, being the day of his coronation, created 
knights. This Saturday, the king heard vefpers in 
the church of our Lady, and performed his vigils 
in tliat church, according to the cuftom of thofe 
times, the greater part of the night. All the youths 
defirous of knighthood attended him, and did the 
feme- 

On the Sunday, which was All-faints day, the 
church of our Lady was very richly decorated for 
the coronation; fo much fo that it could not 
poflibly have been better ordered. The archbifhop 
of Rheims, after having faid mafs with great fo- 
lemnity, confecrated the king with the holy 
ampulla with which St. Remy had anointed Clovis, 
the firft Chriilian king of the French. This facred 
^ oil was fent from God by a holy angel, with which 
the kings of France have ever fmce been anointed, 
and it never diminifhes. Now this muft be confi- 
dered as wonderfully miraculous. 

Before the confecration, the king created, in 
front of the altar, all thofe young fquires, knights : 
the ofBce of mafs was afterwards chaunted by the 



* D. Saiivage fays, the three firft were his coulins'by his mo- 
ther's lide5 but he knows nothing of the fourth, 
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archbifliop, the king being ciothed m his tdjral 
robes, and feated on an elevated throne, adorned 
with cloth of gold ; and all the young knights were 
placed on low benches, covered alfo with the fame, 
at his feet. In this ftate did they remain the whole 
day. The new conflable, fir Oliver de Cliffcn, 
was prefent : he had been named conflable a fear 
days prior to this ceremony, and performed well 
his charge and every thing belonging to it. The 
principal barons of France were alfo there fo richly 
dreffcd it would be tedious to relate : the king was 
feated in royal majefty, with a crown on his head 
rich and precious beyond meafure. 

The church of our Lady at Rheims was fo much 
crowded during this ceremony that one could not 
turn one's foot. I have heard alfo, that at this ac- 
ceffion of the young king to the throne, in order 
to pleafe the people of France, all impofidons, aids^ 
taxes, fubfidies and other levies, which had dif- 
pleafed and had much oppreffed them, were abo- 
lifhed, greatly to the joy of the fubject. 

After mafs, they went to the palace ; but, as the 
hall was too fmall for fuch numbers, they ereAed in 
the court qf the palace a large covered ftage, on 
which the dinner was ferved. The king was feated 
with his five uncles of Brabant, Anjou, Berry, Bur- 
gundy and Bourbon ; but, though they were at his 
table, they were at a diftance from him. The arch- 
bifliop of Rheims ahd other prelates were on hi$ 
right hand. He was ferved by the great barons, 
the lord de Coucy, the lord de ClifTon, fir Guy 
de la Tremouille, the lord high admiral and feveral 
others, on handfome horfes, covered and decorated 

with 
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with gold brocade. The whole day pafled in ce-* 
remonies. On the morrow, many of the great ba* 
rons took leave of the king and his uncles, and re- 
turned to their own country. 

The king went that day to dinner at the abbey 
of St. Thierry, two leagues from Rheims; for thofe 
monks are bound to give him this entertainment, 
and the city of Rennes to provide for the corona- 
tion of the king. Thus ended this noble feaft. He 
returned to Paris, where he was grandly feafted by 
the Parifians at his entrance. 

After all thefe ceremonies, entertainments and 
honours, there were great councils holden on the 
prefent and future adminiftration of the kingdom. 
It was fettled that the duke of Berry fliould have 
the government of Languedoc ; the duke of Bur- 
gundy, Picardy and Normandy ; and that the duke 
of Anjou fhould remain near the king's perfon, 
and have, in faft, the whole government of the 
realm. The count de St. Pol was recalled, ,who 
had been baniflied from the favour of the late king- 
Charles. He was indebted for this grace to 
Winceflaus duke of Brabant, and to the duke of 
Anjou, in whofe affeftion the count de St. Pol was. 
He immediately left Han fur Heure, fituated in the 
biflioprick of Liege, where he had remained a long 
time, and returned to France, leaving his lady in 
the caftle of Bouhaing. All the confifcations were 
taken oflF his eftates, which reverted to his profit. 

We will fay no more on thefe fubjeds, but re- 
turn to the affairs of Brittany and the earl of 
Buckingham. 

TWO 
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TWO ADDITIONAL CHAPTERS, 

WHICH ARE ONLY IN ONE OF MY MSS. AND 
NOT IN ANY PRINTED COPY. 

VOU have heard how fir Simon Bilrley, that gal- 
lant knight attached to the houfehold of king 
Richard of England, had been fent with propofaU 
to the emperor in Germany refpefting the marriage 
of the lady Anne, his fifter, with the king of Eng- 
land. He had tranfafted the bufinefs with ability, 
fo that the emperor and his council confented; but 
he had brought with him, on his return, the duke 
of Saxony, one of the council of the emperor, for 
him to obferve the ftate of England, and to make 
inquiries concerning the dower, and how it was to 
be fettled on the queen. It is the cuftom in Eng- 
land for the queens to have a large eftate, independ- 
ant of the crown, which is always managed by her 
' direSions ; and it is called the inheritance or dowry 
lands of the queen. This eftate is worth twenty- 
five thoufand nobles a-year ; for I, John Froiflart, 
author of this hiftory, during my youth, ferved 
that queen of good memory, the lady Philippa of 
Hainault, to whom I was fecretary; and I then 
heard from many lords, ladies and knights who 
had received the rents of thefe eftates, their 
amount. 

The 



The duks of Saxony was much pleafed with alt 
he faw and heard, particularly Tefpefting the 
dower : he was well fatisfied with the king, and his 
two uncles of Lancafter and Cambridge ; for the 
other was in France; and alfo with the earl of 
Salifbury, the earl of Warwick, the earl of North- 
umberland, and the other lords about the perfoa 
of the king. 

When the duke had remained fome time in Eng» 
land, and finiihed the bufinefs he had come upon^ 
he took leave of the king, promifmg to perfevere 
in the marriage to the conclufion* At his depar- 
ture, he received handfome prefents of jewels for 
himfelf, for thofe attendant on the perfon of the 
emperor, and alfo for the ladies who had the ma- 
nagement of the young lady, Anne of Bohemia, 
the intended future queen of England. The duke 
returned, well pleafed, to his own country ; but 
this bufmefs was not immediately concluded, for 
the damfel was young, and the councils of each 
party had many things to arrange : add to this, 
there Ihortly afterward happened in England great 
mifery and tribulation, as you will hear recounted 
in this hiftory* 

[The remaining part of this chapter mentions 
the death of fir Guifcard d* Angle, earl of Hunting* 
don, nearly as it has been before related.]] 



nrHERE fell out about this tune, In England, an 
event that gave great difpleafure to the earl of 
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Buckingham when he heard of it. I will explain 
to you what it was. Humphry earl df Hereford 
Slhd Northampton^ aiid conftable of England, was 
one of the greateft lords and landholders in that 
country ; for it >^ras faid^ and I, the author of this 
book^ heard it when I refided in England, that his 
tevenue was valued at fifty thoufand nobles a-ye^; 
From this earl of Hereford tfiere remained only 
two daughters as his heitefles i Blanche the eldeft^ 
sind Ifabella* her fiflen The eldeft wa$ married toi 
Thomas of Woodflock, earl of Buckingham. Thd 
youngeft: was unmarried, and the earl of Bucking-* 
ham would willingly have had he^ rem^n fb, for* 
then he would have enjoyed the whole of the earl 
of Hereford's fortune. Upon hi§ marriage with 
Eleanor, he went to refide at his handfofne caftle 
6f Plefliy , in the County of Eflei, thirty miles from 
London, which he polTeiTed in right of his wife; 
He took on himfelf the tutelage of hi^ fifter-in*law^ 
and had her ihftruded in dodrine ; for it wks his 
intention (he (hould be prbfefled a nun of the bfdei^ 
<Jf St. Clare, Which had a very rich and large coil- 
tent in England; ' In this manner was fhe educated 
during the time the earl remained in England, be- 
fore his expedition into France. She was alfo coh« 
ftahtly attended by nuns from this convent, who 
tutdfed her in matters of religion, continually 
blaming the married (late. The young lady feemed 
to incline to their db£trine, and thought not of 
marriage; 

♦ Froiffart fnlftakes : their nafncs were Eleanor and Mary. 
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Duke John of Ladcaibr^ bdng a, prud^f and 
wife man^ foreiaw the advantage of niarrying h^s^ 
only, fon Henry^ by his firft< wife Blanche^ tp; tl^ 
lady Mary : he was heir to all the potkSion^ o£ tl^^^ 
houfe of. Lancader in Englai^ which werf ^ very; 
c^fiderabler The duke had for feme tinfif coui^«. 
dered he could not choofea more detirable wife f^ 
his fon> than the lady who was intended /or a nun^ 
as her eilates were very large, atid her birph fullable- 
t0 a^y ra^k ; but he did not take apy fleps i^ the. 
n^^er until his brother of Buckinghain hs^ f^tout 
on his expedition , to France. When h^ had .crofle4 
the^feai th^ duke; of Lanc^er had the young lady, 
conducted tq ArundeJ caftle;^ for the aunt of the 
two ladies wa$ the fifter of Richard earl of Arundel^ 
one of the mod powerful barons of England^. 

This lady Ar^i^idely out of complailance to the. 
duke of Laocafter, and; for the. adTancem^nt of ,tha 
young lady^ went to Pleihy, where, ihe rei[^a^f|[ 
with the countefs^ of Buckingham . and her fifter 
for fifteen days. On her departure from Pl^ihy^ 
fbe managed f^ well that fhe carried widi her thi&, 
lady Mary to Arundel, when the marriage was in« 
(lantly confummated between her and Henry of 
Lancafter* During thdr union of twelve years^ 
he had by her four handfome ibns^ Henry, l^iomas^ 
John and Humpiirey^ ajxd two daughters, Bdaache 
and Philippa* 

The earl of Buckingham, ag I laid, had n6t an]^ 
inclination to laugh when he heard thefe tldiogs j 
for it would now be neceflary ta divide an inhe^ 
ritance which be confidered wholly as his own, ex* 

cepting 



testing the conllableflup which wa$ continued to 
him. 

When he learnt that his brothers had all beea 
Concerned in this matter, he became melancholy^ 
fimd never after loved the duke of Lancafter as^ ha 
had hitherto done. 

We will now return to the a&irs of Brittany. 
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CHAP- XLIV. 

• I'HE PJk^L OF BUCKINGHAM BESIEGES NANTES*^-^ 
SALLIES ARE MADE BY THE GARRISON. 

VOU have heard of the agreement which had 
been fworn to, between the duke of Brittany 
and earl of Buckingham, to befiege Nantes. Whea 
the duke had left Rennes, the lord de Montbourfier, 
fir Stephen G^iyon, the lord de la Houflaye and 
thar company retired to Vannes and Hennebon ; 
and the earl of Buckingham and his army prepared 
to march to Nantes : they fet out, therefore, from 
the fuburbs of Rennes, and the adjacent villages 
where they had been quartered, and lodged that 
day at Chaftillon, on the next day at Bain, and the 
third at Nozay ; and on the fourth they quartered 
themfelves in the fuburbs of Nantes. 

The earl was lodged at the gate of Sauvetout : 

R 2 the 
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the lord Lattmef conftable of the army*, lord Fitz- 
waiter and lord Baffet were quartered at the gatfe 
of St. Nicholas, clofe to the river fide. Sir William 
Windforaiid fir Hugh Calverley were lodged right 
honouifably amoif^ their own men^ as was proper 
for them. 

In the town were numbers of knights and fquires 
from Brittany, Beauce, Anjou and Maine, who well 
underfiood how to defend the place : they had the 
whole load and charge, for the inhabitants gave 
themfelves no trouble about it. It happened, that 
on Martinmas eve, fir John le Barrois des Barres 
collected fome of his companions in the town and 
faid to them ; ^ My good gentlemen, we know that 
our enemies are clofe to us,andwe have not yet given 
them an alert : I am of opinion, that this fine night 
we fhould look at them, and give them a Ikirmifh.* 
* By my faith,* they replied, * you fpeak loyally : 
tell us what you wi(h, and we will do it.* 

They coUefted a body of about one hundred and 
twenty, well armed and determined men, and hav- 
ing ordered the gate to be opened where the coth 
flable, the lord Baffet and the lord Fitswaher were 
quartered, placed good guards at it ta fecure their 
retreat. The leaders of this troop were le Barrois 
des Barres, John Chitelmorant and the captain de 
Cliffon. They came fa unexpediedly s^s to find 
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* Lord DefpenQer wai conilabte in the preceding chapter. 
JD. Sauvage fuppofes Froldart had forgotten it. But Dugdale 
fays, in his Baronage, ' he waa conHable of the hoft at the fiegt 
•f Nantesi*' 
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the Englifh at fupper : having (houted their vm^ 
cry, ^ Pes B^res !' the French began to lay abput 
thein^ flaying and wounding many. The Engliih 
were fqon prepared and drawn up before their 
quarters, which when the French faw they very 
prudently retres^ted in a compaft body towards the 
town. The Englifh came from ail parts to the fldr^ 
mlfh : fon^e of each fide were (truck to the ground, 
• and the French driven within their barriers. 

There were fome flain and wounded qn hotb^ 
iides ; but le Barrois des Barres entered the towq 
with fo little lofs that this fkirmiih was held, both 
at home and abroad, as a gallant ad^ion. 

On the evening of St* Martin-s day, le Qarrois 
des Barres fpoke to his companions, faying ; ^ (t 
would b^ a good thing if, at day-break to-morrow, 
we could get fix or feven large barges, with twq 
hundred men and the fame number of (:rofs-bow8, 
to vifit our enemies by water; for they have not , 
the leaft fufpicions of our coming to them dpwii 
the rivecb' They all aiTented to this propofal, and 
alTembled that fame night the number of men des 
Barres had fixed on : before day-light, they cm- 
barked in fix large boats, and, floating down the 
dream, landed below the enemy's quarters. Sir 
John Harleflone with his men were lodged in a 
large hotel, not far from where they had landed, 
and which at dayrbreak they furroiinded and atr 
tacked. Sir John was foon dreflfed and arnied, as 
VfQX^ his men : they defended tbemfelves cou- 
rageoufly, the archers (hooting at the crofs-bows^ 
'^'hi^ Ikirmifli was lon^ and fevere: many wer^ 

killed^ 
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killed and wotiUded, and fir Jol^n would hvm b«oi| 
eonquered, if fir Robert Kiiolles, who was qunr^ 
lered not far diftant, had not armed himfeitf find Iu3 
men^ and^ with difplayed banner, advanced haft^y 
to his affiftance. Sir William Windfor did €he 
&me, who, having had information of what wss 
going on, hurried thither : be£i<ka, the Englifh werQ 
now comkig from all parts. 

The French retreated to their boats^ as they faw 
the iieceflity of k, or elfe of rilking the event of a 
battle. There w^s much (kirmifliing on the fiiore^ 
As they reimbari^ed, but they departe4 very gaU 
lantly. 

The captains performed many yatorous deeds ; 
but, on their return to Nantes, fever?il of the French 
were taken, ilain or drowned. All who heard of 
this enterprise confidered it as one of great courage 
md ability. 

The Englifh, finding themfelyes thus conftantly 
attacked by the garrifon of Nantes, refolved to be 
more on their guard, and to ke^p a ftrider watch* 
The feventh night, however, after the attack which 
le Barrels had led down the river, he made another 
fally from the gate where the earl of Buckingham 
was quartered : le Barrois had with him about two 
hundred men at arms and one hundred crofs-bows. 
The Qermans were on guard this night, under the 
f:ommand of fir Algars and fir Thomas de Roddes|i» 
I^e Barrois, John de Chatelmorant and de Cliflbn^ 
with their mep, immediately attacked this guard of 
Germans, when a Oiarp conteft began, and many 
were ftruck to the earth#; lliofe quartered near to 
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die earl irofe, armid ^themfeWes, and baftemd to 
Aisfkinnifh; but, when fe Barrels faw thenutn* 
bers in(lreafing, he 'retreated to the -gs^^, fighting all 
his way. Several were Idlled My Hhe artows, wd 
many wounded on both ^fides. Sir l%bnias de 
Roddes, a knight from Gerinany, was (back by aE 
arrow, which pierced quite thtongh his hdmet td 
his head ; of which wound he died dn-ee d&^ 
after: it was a pity, for lie was a Very able knight 
The French and Bretons re-entered Nantes wiA 
fcarcely any lofs, carrying with them fix prifoner»* 
Things remained in this ftate, and the Englift 
tnuch on their guard, for they expeded an 
every nightp 
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CHAP. XLV. 

THE DUKE OF BRITTANY EXPLAINS HIS REAS0N1& 
FOR NOT COMING TO THE SltGE OF NANTES. 

THE GARRISON CONTiNPlS MOSt VALIANTLY 

TO MAKE SALLIES, 

TPHE earl of Buckmgham i-emained in thi^ li* 
tuation before Nantes, daily expedsng the ar- 
rival of the duke of BHttany, who itcver came, nor 
kept any of the prbirtites he had thgag^ to per- 
form, which quite difcouraged the EngliiQl, who 
knew not what^o thSx^k of iti tliey font repeatedly 

meflengers 
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me^engers vrlth letters, to repionftrate with ium 
hpW m he yras concluding himfelf by not keeping 
thofj^ promifes and agreements he had fworn to fd 
jfblen^ily when in the city of Rennes. To al] thefe 
letters the earl did nqt receive one anfwer : the 
il^ngUfh fuppofed the meflengers to have l)een flain^ 
for none returned ; ^nd in truth there was grea£ 
dtoger to all who travelled between Nantes* and 
JHennebon, unlefs they were ftrongly efcorte4» 
Xhe roads were fo ftriftly guarded by men at arms^' 
Ao one could pafs withput being taken, or his bufi- 
liefs Icnown |j and, if there were found upon hini 
letters from the Englifli to the duke, or from t|j^9 
duke to them, the bearer was fiire tp be put to 
death. In addition to this, the foragers of ihe armjr 
dared not venture -abroad but in large companies ; 
for the knights and. fquires of the country had af- 
fembled, and ^ould not fuffer their lands to be 
overrun and pillaged, fo that, whenever they fell iii 
with bodies of twenty or t^iirty^ they took all they 
iiad and their horfes from them, befides wounding 
or killing them. This much ei\raged ti^^ ^^P^y,9 
but they knew not oh wljiom. to revenge themfelves. 
To fay the truth, the duke of Brittany did every* 
thing he could to make his people confent to fo\low 
tim to the fiisge of Nantes, according to the agree- 
ment he had entered i^nto witlji t^e earl of Pucjkjitig- 
ham at Retines: but he could not fuccefed. Evlsn 
the |?ar6ns, knights and fquires told him plainly 
they would not affift in the deftruftion of their 
country for the fake of England, and would ^evesr 

irm ihemfelves ia his behalf fo long as the ^ngli:^ 
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reamed in Brittany. The duke, upon this, rcr 
pionftrated with them, ^nd afked why they had de* 
JTired him to fend for the aid of the Englifh. They 
told him, in anfwer, that it was more to give alarm 
Xo the king of France and his council, that they 
might not be deprived of their ancient privileges, 
^han for any thing elfe ; and, in cafe the king of 
France wiftied them no! ill will, they would not 
make war againfl hini. The duke could not ob* 
tain any other anfwer. 

On the other hand, the lord de CliiTon, cQnftable 
of France, the lord de Dinant, the lord de Laval, 
^he vifcount de Rohan, the lord de Rochefort, and 
all the great barons of Brittany, had their caftle« 
well fortified and guarded. They tpld the duke, 
or fent word to him by meffengers, that he had 
beft confider well what he was about ; for he had 
l^een ill advifed in fending for the Englifh, s^nd 
bringing them oyer to deftroy and carry war into 
bis country : that he muft not exped any aid from 
them : therefore, if he (hould go to Nantes, to affift 
in the fiege, as they had heard it to be his inten* 
tion, and which he ought not to have promifed, 
they would attack his country on all fides, and 
would give him fo much employment that he 
(hould not know what he ought to attend to firft : 
but, if he were willing to acknowledge the king of 
France, and place himfelf under his obedience, as 
he was bounden to do, they engaged to make his 
peace with the young king* They added, that thofe 
ivhohad had the courage to oppofe king Charles 
deceafed might be beloved by the king his fon. 
^' : '^^ ' ^ Such 



S50 

Such was the treatment the duke^net Mith kom 
the ^eat lords of Brittany, to that, in iz&y he did 
not ioiow what to do ; for be found he could not 
place any fecurity on his barons or fubje&s : it 
therefore behoved him to dxflemble. 

The liege of Nantes ftili continued 4 a&d on the 
day of our Lady, in Advent, the frenc^i igamfon re* 
folved to make another attack on the befiegers, £cir 
they had left theto quiet for fome time. Sir 
Amaury de CliiTon, coufin german to ^he k)f d Jit 
CliiTon, and the lord d'Amboife, made an afiault, 
with about two hundred fpears, on the Kjuartefrs of 
fir William Windfor. They fallied outfit the gute 
of Ricbebourg, on the river fide, whdire fir Hugb 
•Calveriey's men were that night on guard. The 
lord d'Amboife was made a knight by fir Amaury 
de Cliffon. Thefe mem ^at arms, French send Bre- 
tons, advanced in high fpirits to the ford^ which 
liaving gained, though guarded by fir WilUam Cofr 
fmgton, a Iharp conteft enfued, ki which many h 
man was overthrown. Sir William Windfor and 
-fir Hugh Calverley were in their <juart«ps, and^ 
•hearing the noife, armed themfel^^s and ifiued 
forth to the midft of the tumult^ where the coitfiiSk 
mightily increafed : both parties behaved vaKantly. 
The French and Bretons made good their retreat, 
•fighting all the way, and re-entered the gate 6f 
Richebourg with little lofs : they had made 4i^ 
knight with ten men at arms prifoners, and bad 
had only three of their men taken. 

On Thurfday, before the eve of Chriftmas day, 
Barrois des Barres, with the lord de Solete and f^c 

fcore 



icore men at arms, made another £dly from the 
gate of Sauvetoijtt, to beat up the quarters of the 
i9arl of fiackmgham : the earl of Devonfbire had 
that night the command of the guard. The en- 
gagemeatt was voy fev-ere, and many were thrown 
down and wounded by fpears; but the Englifli^ 
being in greater force than then: enemies, drove 
them ba^ to their barriers : they loft, in killed and 
prifoners, fixteen. In this attack, an engUfli knight, 
called fir Hugh Kitiel, received a blow on his hel* 
met, with a bolt, that caufed his death. 

Every man then retired to his quarters, and no- 
thing more was done that night : but the captains 
in Nantes held a council, and refolved, on Chriftmas 
-eve, to make a fally with the whole garrifon. The 
earl of Buckingham and the other Englifh were 
iiept in conftant alarm by the garrifon, and the fo- 
ragers had many difEcukies in providing provender 
for the horfes, for they dared not forage but in 
large companies. The earl and his council were 
much aftoniihed that the duke of Brittany came not, 
nor fent them any intelligence, fo that they began 
to be very difcontented. Upon confidering every 
thing, they found but a very weak fupport in him 
on all occafions, which they could not account for, 
nor did they know kow to feek redrefs for it. They 
therefore determhied to fend once more fir R(rf>ert 
Knglles, lord Tfiomas Percy and fir Thomas Trivet 
to Vannes or Hennebon, to remohftrate with him 
<m the part of the earl, how very ill he had con- 
^u£ted himfelf in not having fulfilled his engage- 
^nts wilh -greater hpnour. This refolution was 

afterwards 
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afterwards broken ; for, when they more maturely 
weighed it, they found they could not fend off this 
detachment without weakening too much their 
army, and that they could not go^ to the duke but 
with the whole army ; for, if they fliould march 
only five or fix hundred lances, and meet with a 
thoufand or fifteen hundred, the odds would be too 
great, and they would be flain : they therefore did 
not detach any part of their army. 

When the eve of Chriftmas was come, le Barrois 
des Barres, fir Amaury de CliiTon, the lord d'Am- 
boife, the lord de Solete, the chatelain de Cliflbn, 
John de Chatelmorant, and all the captains in 
Nantes, fallied forth in the evening, through St. 
Peter's gate, with a determination to adt well, ac- 
companied by fix hundred men at arms. Qn paff- 
ing the gate, they formed themfelves into two di- 
vifions ; one of which marched down the ftreet, 
and the other through the. fields, towards the quar- 
ters of the lord Latimer and the lord Fit^walter. 
Sir Evan Fitzwarren and fir William Renton com- 
manded the guard. On the firft attack, they 
gained the barriers of the guard, and, killing many, 
they drove them as far as the quarters of the con- 
ftable, lord Latimen They halted before the hotel 
of the lord Delawarr, where there was a grand en- 
gagement; for the French had an intention of 
conquering this hotel, which they were on the point 
of taking and the lord Delawarr in it. The guard 
fuffered much before any fuccours arrived. Sir 
Evan Fitzwarren, the lord Delawarr and fir WiU 
liam Drayto^, did many gallant deeds. Thefe 

a0aults 
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alTaults caufed the battalions of the conflable and 
tnarflial to exfert themfelvest they founded theif 
trumpets, and direftly armed. Sir William Windfor 
and fir Hugh Calverley, hearing the trumpets^ 
knew the van-guard was engaged: they ordered 
their trumpets to found alfo^ and a number of 
torches to be lighted and their banners^ difplayed^ 
with which they marched to the place where the 
combat was^ attended by one hundred men at arms 
and as many archers. In another part^ fir Thomas 
Trivet, lotd Thomas Percy and lord Baffet, each 
with their banners before them, advanced to the 
(kirmlfh. Good need had the van-guard of che 
hafte they made to their relief, for they were on the 
point of lofing their quarters : but when thefe ba^ 
rons and their men were arrived, they drove back 
the French and Bretons, who, forming together in 
a handfome body, retreated towards the town, fldr- 
mifliing all the Way. Many valiant deeds were 
done ; and fome young french knights and fqirites, 
in order to gain honours, ventured too far, fo that 
fir Triftan de la Jaille was taken, in his foolifh at- 
tempt, by a fquire from Hainault called Thierry de 
Sommain. 

Thus was this attack made. All thofe, or at 
lead ti part, who had come from Nantes, re-entered 
it ; for, in thefe cafes, there mufl be wounded and 
flain; and, when the heat of an engagement 
animates, fuch accidents are to be expeded. They 
returned, however, without much lofs; for they 
had full as many prifoners from the Englilh as they 
had had taken from them. When the gates were 

clofed^ 
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clo&d, they attended, to their wotubded; The ttmf 
C€turned to their quartets^, but did not difmife th0 
guard: on the contrary^ additions were made 
to it. 

No fally tims' attempted, on Chriftmas day, nor oiK 
the fucceedir>g feafts. The Englifli expefted to bo 
attacked every night ; but what troubled them tha 
moil was their not receiving any intelligence from 
the duke of Brittany. Their provilions were be-t 
come very (hort, for it was with difficulty they 
could forage. The garrifoA was well fupplied, by 
means of the river Loire, from the rich countries of 
Pcatou, Saintonge and la RocheUei 
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CHAP. XLVL 

rm ENGLISH BREAK V;P THE SIEGE 01^ NANTESi 
-^THE DUKE OF BOWTTANY SENDS HANDSOMi^ 
EXCUSES TO TH£ EARL OF BUCKINGHAM*. 

^JFTER the earl of Buckingham^ and the Englifh 
had been befiDre Nantes two, months and four 
days,^ they found they could gain nothing, and that 
the duke of Brittany would not keep any of his en*- 
g^ements, for he neither came nor {ent to them. 
They thought it beft to. decamp from thence (fince 
they could not fucceed), and march towards 
Vanncs, to have forae converfation with the duke, 

and 
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Qrders were iflued for the army to pack up and. 
diilodge: they decamped, the lad day oLthe year^. 
in the &me order of battle with which they hadi 
march^ through France, and halted, the day they* 
left Nantes, at Nort^ where they remained, for 
three dsiys, oa account of the bridge being brokea- 
down* 

They had much trouble in repairing this bridge^, 
tibait their carriages might pais over: however, it 
was made good and ftrong, ai^d the army, havingt 
alfo crofled the river Vilaine on a Saturday, took up^ 
their quarters at Loheac, where they (laid two days* 
Wh«a the army left Loheac, they quartered them^ 
felves at GoiTelin, where they alfo halted for twa 
days, and th^i they came to la Trinite. They 
crofled the river Auft at the Pont de Boquinio^ 
when the whole army flopped on that fide of the 
water on the plains* 

The inhabitants of Vannes received exa£l: in^ 
formation of the day on which the army decamped^ 
and when they crofied the river, ft'om the country 
people, and that the earl of Buckingham wa9 
marching his army thither, intending to fix his 
quarters in their city. They knew not how to aO;, 
whether to permit them to come into their town or 
not : they therefore went to the duke at Hennebon; 
but the day they fet out they met him, two leagues 
from Vannes, on his road {hither* 

The duke, perceiving his good fubjeds advancing 
towards him, aiked them what was the news, and 

whither 
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whither they were going. * My lord/ fhey rd-» 
plied, * as for nfews, we can tell you enough J the 
earl of Buckingham knd the Ehglifli are marchixi^ 
liitherwafd ; and it is their iritehtioii, as we hav6 
been informed, to quarter theihfelves in your gooa 
town of Vanhes. Now, fovi tttiift confider how 
you would have us aft ; fof without your or^ef w6 
^ill not do any thing. In truth, they have rep^rea 
tRe Pont de Boquinio, which v^ai broken ^oWn.' 

The duke, 6ri hearing thel^ word$, {>aufed a 
Ettle, and theii anfw^rcd i * God help uS ! &6 hot 
"joii be iineafy not alarmed at trifles, for every thing 
w3I turn out well. Thefe Englifli will tibt do you 
any Harm. I have entered into ieTtHiL Engage- 
inents which I muft perfbrnfi, and acquit myfelf to 
them. I am iiow going t6 Vannesf i and tb-iAor-i 
row, as I verily believe,' they will airrive there. I 
will advance to meet my brother, the earl, aiid wilt 
pay him every honour and refpeft in my pov^er, foif 
truly I am bound^n f6 to do. As for the reft,' you 
will a£t accordirig to iny advi<ie, which is, that yotf 
ineet him, and pfefent him the keys of your town,' 
fsrying, th^t you and all the towri afe rea'dy to i^e-' 
teive him and to obey his ordei's, oil condition that 
he fwrear, fifteen days aftet he fliall be requefted to 
diipatt, he will march out of the towft, and will de- 
Kvef back to you the keys of it. This is the beft 
advice I can give you.' 

The citizens of Vanhes replied i * My lord, wei 
will obey your direftions.' They then: rode oa to- 
gether to Vannes, where- tie duke lodgett that 

night J 
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night ; and the Englifli fixed their quartets at St« 
Jean, a fmall village, fituated two leagues from 
Vannes. 

The earl of Buckingham recdved that evening 
letters from the duke, written with great afFeftion, 
welcoming him to the neighbourhood of Vannes. 
On the morrow, when the earl had heard mafs, and 
drank a cup, he mounted his horfe, and with his 
whole army marched in great order towards 
Vannes ; firft the vanguard, then the earl in ths 
centre battalion, the rearguard following clofe upon 
him. In this order they met the duke of Brittany, 
who had come out a long league from Vannes to 
meet them. Great afFeftion was Ihewn to each" 
other by the duke and earl. After this reception, 
which was very honourable, they rode together, the 
carl on the right and the duke on the left, and en- 
tered into converfation : the earl faid, — ' By holy 
Mary, fair brother of Brittany, we waited moft im- 
patiently for your arrival at Nantes, during tlie 
liege, according to the treaty entered into between 
you and me, and yet you never came.' * By my 
faith, my lord,' anfwered the duke, * I could not 
any way acqomplifh it ; and I muft own to you that 
I have been exceedingly enraged thereat, but it 
W3a5 not poffible for me to afl: otherwife ; for my 
fubjefts, notwithftanding every argument I could 
ufe in remonftrating with them on the treaties 1 
had made with you at their own requefts, would 
never agree to march to aflift you in the fiegc of 
Nantes. The principal barons kept themfelves 
ready prepared on the borders, fuch as the lord de 

Vol. V. S Cliflbn, 
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Clittoxiy the lord de Dinant, the lord d'Orval, the 
vifcount de Rohan and the lord de Rochefort, to 
guard the entrances of Brittany. All thofe my 
adherents and friends, as well knights and prelates 
as principal towns, are at this moment in a (late of 
rebellion j at which I am very much mortified, for 
by their mifconduft you have reafon to find fault 
with me, I will tell you therefore, my lord, what you 
ihall do : being now the depth of winter, it is cold 
and uncomfortable to keep an army in the field : 
you fliall come to Vannes, where you will remain 
until April or May, to recover yourfelves from 
your fatigues, and I will give orders that your men 
are taken care of. You will pafs your time as well 
as you can, and in the fummer we will revenge 
ourfelves for all thefe contempts/ 

The earl replied, * May God affift us !* for he 
faw plainly there was nothing better to be expeded* 
The duke conduced him towards Vannes, whea 
the inhabitants of the town came out in their robes^ 
and, addreffing the earl, faid to him in an amicable 
manner, — ' My lord, out of refpefl: to your lord- 
ihip, and in reverenc^ to your great honour, we 
have not any objeftions to your entering our town ; 
but we wifh, in order to fatisfy the people (other* 
wife you will not be very fecure), you would fwear 
to us, on the holy Evangelifts, that fifteen day^ 
after we fliall have requefled you to depart, you 
will march away with your whole army, without 
doing or fuflfering to be done to us the leaft mo- 
leftation.' 

-^'By my troth, none fliall be done to you/ an-. 

fwered 



259 

fwered the eatl of Buckingham ; ^ and t will fwear 
and keep ic' They afterwards made the other 
lords fwear on their faith, and on the holy Evan- 
gelifls, to keep the fame engagement as the earl had 
done, to which they readily affeiited. It behoved 
them fo to do, unlefs they had wifhed to ileep in 
th^ fields. 

The divifion of the army of the earl of Bucking* 
ham was quartered in the town of Vaniies, and 
himfelf lodged in the hotel of the duke, a well built 
and pleafantly (ituated caftle, called la Motte. 

The duke of Brittany entertained the englifh 
knights handfomely at dinner in his caflle of la 
MottCi and then retired to Sucinio*, where he re* 
fided ; but fometimes he came to Vannes^ to vifit 
the earl and hold conferences with him, and then 
returned to the place whence he had come. 

Lord Latimer, lord Fitzwalter, lord Thomas 
Percy, fir Thomas Trivet, and the whole of the van 
of the army, were to have been quartered at Henn«^ 
bon; but the inhabitants would not open their 
gates to them, fo that they were forced to lodge 
themfelves in the fuburbs and in the fields. 

Sir Robert KnoUes and lord Fit^warren, with 
many more, were to have been quartered in Quim* 
percorentin; but the inhabitants treated them as 
thofe of IJennebon had done, and they were obliged 
to make the fame fhifts with the van. Sir William 
Windfor and the rearward were, by orders of the 
duke, to lodge at Quimperle j but they could not. 



* Siiclnio, — a callle near Vannes. — Gazetteer. 
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by entreaties nor threats, prevail on the inhabitant^ 
to open their gates. 

In confequence, they fuffered much, from the 
inclemency of the weather and the ill ufage they 
tnet with : what was not worth three farthings was 
fold to them for twelve, and hardly c6uld they gel 
any provifion at fuch prices. Their horfes pe- 
rifhed through cold and famine, for they knew not 
where to colleft forage ; and, when they went out 
to feek it, they were in great peril, as the adjacent 
countries were all initnical to them. 

The vifcount de Rohan poffeffed at that time two 
ftrong caftles in the neighbourhood of Vannes ; one 
was called Caire, and the other Linguighant. In 
thefe two caftles, the vifcount had ftrong garrifons, 
which, aided by other garrifons of the lord de 
Cliffon fituated on this frontier, fuch as chateau 
Joffelin, Montagu and Moncontour, did much ihif- 
cbief to the englilh foragers, killing many. 

The duke of Brittany could not prevent this ; 
for the lord de Cliffon, conftable of France, carried 
on the war in the name of the king of France, and 
had in the country numerous bodies of men at arms, 
fo that the Englifh dared not ftir abroad in fmall 
parties. When it is confidered that they were en- 
camped in the fields, without any intrenchments, it 
is marvellous they did not fuffer greater loffes j for 
thofe quartered in Vannes could not eafily aflift 
thofe near C)uimperle, Henijebonf^ or Quimperco- 
rentin. To fay the truth, the duke ftood boldly 
forward, and guarded them to the beft of his abi- 
lities, to prevent .their defl3"u6tion. He fairly told 

his 
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his council, that he had but poorly acquitted him- 
felf towards the earl and his army of all the pro- 
mifes he had made them. 

At this time, there were four great barons at 
Paris, whom the duke had fent to the king of 
France to make bis peace ; the vifcount de Rohan^ 
lir Charles de Dinan, fir Guy lord de Laval and fix 
Guy lord de Rochefort. Thefe four barons of 
Brittany had remonflrated with him in council, 
during the time the earl of Buckingham was before 
Nantes, feveral times, and with much wifdom, in 
fuch terms as thefe : ' My lord, you fliew to all the 
world, that your heart is entirely given to the 
Englifh : you have brought into this country £ng« 
lifhmen who, if they gain the upper hand, will di- 
minifli your inheritance. What profit or pleafurc 
can you have in this great afiedion for them ? Look 
to the fituation of the king of Navarre, who put 
his confidence in them : after having given them 
poffeflion of his town and caftle of Cherbourg, they 
have never quitted it, nor ever will, but keep it as 
their own property. Therefore, if you put them 
into any of your fortified towns in Brittany, they 
will not leave them ; for daily reinforcements will 
arrive. See how they keep Breft ; nor have they 
any thoughts of furrendering it, although it is your 
inheritance. Be fatisfied, my lord, with the love of 
the people of this country, who will never give up 
the king of France to ferve and belong to the king 
of England. If your duchefs is from England, 
would you, for that, run the ri(k of lofmg your 
whole dukedom, which has coft you fo much to 

gain, 
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gsdn, and always continue in a ftate of war&re ? 
In cafe ^he country ihould be againft you, you will 
Ibe but as one man. Quit your prefent advifers ; 
for the king of France whom you did not love is 
4eady and at prefent there is a young and amiable 
monarch on the throne, who has good abilities ; 
and tholj: ivho have hated the father may ferve the 
fon. We imdertake to make your peace with him, 
and bring you to a proper underftanding with each 
other. Tou will continue lord and duke of Brit- 
tany witK great power, and t)ie Englifh return to 
their own country/ 

In fuch words as the above, and others veil 
gloffed over, had thefe barons remonftrated feveral 
tipies with the duke ; chey had fucce^ded fp far as 
to have half gained his confent to their purpofe z 
but he ftill diffembled with the king of France and 
the Englifli, as well as with his own council, until 
he fhould more plainly fee what would be the 

event. 

The earl of Buckingham and his baj'ops were 
ignorant of all thefe fecret intrigues which the four 
barons above mentioned were carrying on at Paris 
vfitb^ the king and his uncles, until the matter was 
arranged. Prior to their knowledge of it, and be^? 
fore they left Brittany, there were tilts and tourna- 
ments held at Vannes, in the prefence of the earl 
of Buckingham and the lords who were there, of 
which I will fpeak ; for it is not a thing that } 
ought to be filent abovit, nor ihould it be forgotten. 
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CHAP. XL VII. 

TILTS AND TOURNAMENTS ARE PERFORMED 
BEFORE THE EARL OF BUCKINGHAM BETWEEN 
CERTAIN FRENCH AND ENGLISH KNIGHTS. 

A T the time when Gauvain Micaille and Joachiixv 
Cator performed their combat before the earl 
of Buckingham and the englifh lords, certain 
knights and fquires from France had come ai 
fpedators to Marchenoir near Blois, when fir Re* 
ginald de Touars, lord de Poufanges, a baron of 
Poitou, had fome words with the lord de Vertain, 
and faid he would like to tilt with him three 
courfes with the lance and three ftrokes with the 
battle-axe. The lord de Vertain, wifhing not to 
refufe, was eager to accommodate him immediate- 
ly, whatever might be the event : but the earl of 
Buckingham would not confent, and forbade the 
knight at that time to think of it. 

What had been faid relative to this feat of arms 
was not forgotten by the two knights. Similar 
words had paffed that fame day between a fqiiire 
from Savoye, called the baftard Clarius, and Ed- 
ward Beauchamp, fon of fir Robert Beauchamp ; 
and alfo between fir Triftan de la Jaille and fir 
John d'Ambreticourt, fir John de Chatelmorant and 
Janne^uin GUnion ; and le Gallois d'Aunay and 

fit 






M* 



864 

fir William Clinton ; between fir Hoyau d'Araines 
and fir William France ; but thefe were all fet afide 
like the firft. 

During the time the Englifh were quartered in 
the fiiburbs of Nantes, thefe french knights and 
fquires were within the town. The lord de Ver- 
vain and the others were requefted by the firench 
knights to deliver them from their engagements 
while they were before Nantes ; but the governors 
in Nantes would not confent, and excufed their 
friends by faying, they were in Nantes, as foldiers, 
intrufled with the guard and defence of the town. 
Nothing more pafled until the earl of Bucking*^ 
ham's army were fixed in their quarters at Vannes, 
Hennebon, Quimperle and Quimpercorentin, when 
fir Barrois des Barres, fir Hoyau d*Araines, and 
many other knights and fquires, came to chateau 
Joffelin, feven lejigues from Vannes, where the 
conftable of France refided. The count de la 
^arche with feveral knights were alfo there, who 
were very glad to fee them, and received them 
handfomely, They informed the conftable of all 
that had pafTed, and that fuch and fuch perfons had 
undertaken deeds of prowefs againft others of thq 
Englifh, The conftable heard this with pleafure, 
and faid ; * Send to them : we will grant them 
paffports, to perform thefe deeds of arms, if they 
be willing to come.* 

Le Gallois d'Aunay and fir Hoyau d'Araine« 
were the firft to fay, they were ready to perforiri 
their engagement of threis courfes with the fp^ar, 
on horfeback. When fir William Clinton and fir 
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William France heard they were called upon by 
the French to perform their challenges, they were 
much rejoiced, and took leave of the earl and 
barons of England to go thither. They were ac-- 
companied by many knights and fquires. U'he 
Englifh and French tilted very handfomely, and 
performed their deeds of arms as the rules re* 
quired. Then fir Regnaud de Touars, fir Triftau 
de la Jaille, fir John de Chatelmorant and the 
baflard Clarius, fummoned each of them his 
Jtnight or fquire ; that is to fay the lord de Vertain, 
lir John d'Ambreticourt, Edward Beauchamp and 
Jannequin Clinton. Thefe four were fo eager for 
the combat that they wiflied to go to chateau 
Joffelin on the paflport§ of the cpnftable ; but ^^ 
earl of Buckingham, hearing at Vannes the fum<* 
nions from the French, faid aloud to the heralds ; 
* You will tell the conftable, from the earl of 
Buckingham, that he is equally powerful to grant 
paflports to the French as he may be to grant 
them to the Englifli ; and to all thofe who may 
wifh to perform any deeds of arms with his knights, 
on their arrival at Vannes, he will, out of his affec- 
tion to them, give paffports, and to all who may 
choofe to accompany them, both for their flay and 
for their return,' 

When the conftable heard this, he inftantly per- 
ceived the earl was in the right, and that he want- 
ed to fee thofe deeds of arms : it was but reafonable 
there fhould be as many performed at Vannes as 
had been before him at chateau Joffelin. The 
cpnljtable therefore faid j * The earl of Bucking- 
ham 
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ham fpeaks like a valiant man and a king's fon, 
and I vill that what he fays fhall be believed : 
let me know thofe who may be deArous of accom* 
panying the challengers, and we will fend for a 
proper paflport.' . Thirty knights and fquires im- 
mediately ftepped forth : a herald came to Vannes 
for the paiTport, which was given to him fealed by 
the earl of Buckingham. 

The three knights who were to perform their 
deeds of arms fet out from chateau Joflfelin, at- 
tended by the others, and came to Vannes, where 
they were lodged in the fuburbs, and the Englifh 
entertained them well. On the morrow, they 
made preparations for the combat, as it behoved 
them to do, and advanced to a handfome fpace, 
which was large and even, on the outfide of the 
town. Afterwards came the earl of Buckingham, 
the earl of Stafford, the earl of Devonfhire and 
other barons, with thofe who were to engage in 
this deed of arms : the lord de Vertain againft fir 
Regnaud de Thouars, lord de Poufanges ; fir John 
d'Aftibreticourt againft Triftan de la Jaille ; Ed* 
ward Beauchamp againft the baftard Clarius de 
Savoye. 

The French took their places at one end of 
the lifts*, and the Englifh at the other. Thofe 

who 
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* In the hiftoire de la vie de Louis III. due de Bourixm, 
chap. xliv. p. i6o, five combatants are mentioned j fir Joha de 
Cb^telmorantj fir Barrois des Barres^ the baflard of Clainuns 
(probably the fame as the badard of Savoy )^ the vifcoimt 
d'Aunay and fir Triflan de la Jaille. The Englifh were> fir 
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who were to tilt were on foot completely armedt 
with helmets, vizors^ and provided with lances of 
good fteel from Bourdeaux, with which they per** 
tbrmed as follows : 

Firft, the lord de Poufanges and the lord de 
Vertain, two barons of high renown and great 
courage, advanced towards each other on foot, 
holding their fharp fpears in their hands, with a 
good pace : they did not fpare themfelves, but 
(truck their lances luftily againft each other in 
pufhing. The lord de Vertain was hit, without 
being wounded; but the lord de Poufanges r&» 
ceived fuch a ftroke that it pierced through the 
mail and fteel breaftplate, and every thing under- 
neath, fo that the blood gufhed out, and it was a 
great wonder he was not more ferioufly wounded. 
They finifhed their three courfes and the other 
deeds of arms without further mifchief, when they 

Walter Clopton, Edward Beauchamp, Thomas de Hennefoitp 
C'rofoy, and fir John de Tracio, probably Tracy. 

Sir John de Chatelmorant tilted with fir Walter Clopton, and 
wounded him fo badly as to prevent the completing his engage^ 
ment. 

Sir fiarrois was oppofed by Thomas de Hennefort^ and tbeib 
finifhed their career with lances unhurt ; but fir Thomas was 
wounded too badly with the fword to continue It. 

The baf^ard de Clairains vanquilhed £dward Beauchai^p: 
he reeled fo much^ the Engllfii faid he was drunk. 

Sir Trlllah de la Jaille conquered bis adverfary. 

The vifcount d'Aulnay had fitniiar fuccefs. 

Sir William Farrington challenged fir John de Ch&telmorant 
to complete the engagement which his relation^ fir Walter, 
had been obliged to relinquiib^ and wounded fir John« as men* 
tioned in the text^ to the great fcandal of the EngJifli. 

retired 
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retired to repofe themfelves, and to be fpe£lators 
of the aftions of the others. 

Sir John d*Ambreticourt, who was from Hain- 
ault, and fir Triftan de la Jaille, from Poitou, next 
advanced, and performed their courfes very va- 
liantly, without hurt to either, when they alfo re» 
tired. 

Then came the laft, Kdward Beauchamp and. 
Clarius de Savoye. This baftard was a hardy 
and ftrong fquire, and much better formed in all 
his limbs than the I'lnglifhman, They ran at each 
other with a hearty good will : both ftruck their 
fpears on their adverfary's breaft ; but Edward 
was knocked down on the ground, which much 
vexed his countrymen. When he was raifed up, 
he took his fpear, and they advanced again to the 
attack ; but the Savoyard drove him backward to 
the earth, which more enraged the Englifti : they 
faid, Edward's ftrength was not a match for this 
Savoyard, and the devil was in him to make him 
think of tilting againft one of fuch fuperior force. 
He was carried off among them, and declared he 
would not engage further. 

When Clarius faw this, wifliing to finifli his 
courfe of arms, he faid ; * Gentlemen, you do not 
ufe me well : fmce Edward wiflies not to go on, 
fend me fome one with whom I may complete my 
courfes.' 

The earl of Buckingham would know what 
Clarius had faid, and, when it was told him, re« 
plied, that the Frenchman had fpoken well and 
valiantly. An englifh fquire then itepped forth^ 

who 
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who was fince knighted, and called Jannequiil 
Finchley, and, coming before the earl, kneeled 
down and entreated his permiffion to tilt with 
Clarius, to which the earl affented. 

Jannequin very completely armed himfelf on 
the fpot : then each, feizing his fpear, made thrufts 
at the other, and with fuch violence that their 
fpears were ftiivered, and the ftumps of them flew 
over their heads. They began their fecond attack, 
and their lances were again broken : fo were they 
in the third. All their lances were broken, which 
was conlidered by the lords and fpe£i:ators as a de- 
cifive proof of their gallantry. They then drew 
their fwords, which were ftrong ; and, in fix 
ftrokes, four of them were broken. They were 
defirous of fighting with battle-axes, but the earl 
would not confent to more being done, faying 
they had fufBciently' fhewn their courage and abi- 
lities. Upon this, they both retired ; when fir 
John de Chatelmorant and Jannequin Clinton ad- 
vanced. This Jjannequin was fquire of honour to 
the earl of Buckingham, and the nearefi: about 
his perfon ; ^but he was lightly made and delicate 
•in his form. The earl was uneafy that he fhould 
have been matched with one fo flout and renown- 
ed in arms as John de Chatelmorant : nbtwith- 
{landing, they were put to the trial, and attacked 
each other mofl vigoroufly ; but the Englifhman 
could not withftand his opponent, for, in pufliing, 
he was very roughly flruck to the ground : on 
which, the earl faid, they were not fairly matched. 
Some of the earl's people came to Jannequin, and 
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faid,*-^^ Jsmftequin, you are not jIufEcieAtly ftroflg 
to continue this combat : and my lord of Buck- 
ingham is angry with you for having tftidertakeft 
it : retire, and repofe yourfelf.* The Knglifliman 
having retired, John de Chatelmorant faid,-^ 
' Gentlemen, it feems your fquire is too weak • 
choofe another, I beg of you, more to your liking, 
that I may accomplilh the deeds of arms I have 
engaged to perform ; for I fhall be very difgrace- 
fuUy treated if I depart hence without having com* 
pleted them.' 

The conftable and marflial of the army replied, 
' You fpeak well, and you fliall be gratified,* It 
was then told to the furrounding knights and 
fquires, that one of them mud deliver the lord de 
Chatelmorant. On thefe words, fir William Far- 
rington immediately replied, — * Tell him, he fliall 
not depart without combating: let him go and 
repofe himfelf a little in his chair, and he fliall 
foon be delivered i for I will arm myfelf agsdnft 
him.* 

This anfwer was very pleafmg to John de Cha- 
telmorant, who went to his feat to reft himfelf. 
The englifh knight was foon ready and in the field. 
They placed themfelves oppofite to each other, 
when, taking their lances, they began their courfe 
on foot to tilt with their fpears within the four 
members; for it was efteemed difgraceful to hit 
any part but the body. 

They advanced to each other with great courage, 
completely armed, the vizor down and helmet 
tightly fixed on. John de Chatelmorant gave the 
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knight fuch a blow on the helmet that fir William. 
Farrington daggered fome little, on account of his 
foot flipping : he kept his fpear ftifly with both 
hands, and, lowering it by the ftumble he made, 
ftruck John de Chatelmorant on the thighs } he 
could not avoid it ^ and the fpear head paiTed 
through, and came out the length of cme's hand 
on the other fide. John de Chatelmorant reeled 
with the blow, but did not fall. 

The englifh knights were much enraged at this, 
and f;ud, it was infamoufly done. The Englifli- 
man excufed himfelf by faying, ^ he was extremely 
forry for it i and if he had thought it would have 
fo happened at the commencement of the combat, 
he would never have undertaken it i but that he 
could not help it, for his foot flipped from the 
violence of the blow he had received.* 

Thus the matter was paflfed over. The French, 
after taking leave of the ear! and other lords, de« 
parted, carrying with them John de Chatelmorant 
in a litter, to chateau Joflelin, whence they had 
come, and where he was in great danger of his 
life from the eiFe£ts of this wound. 

Thefe deeds of arms being finiflied, each retired 
to his home ; the Englillh to Vanaes, the f*reach 
to chateau Joflfelin. 
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CHAP. XLVin. 

tHfi' DUKfe O^ BRITTANY MAKES HIS PEACU 
WITH THE KING OF FRANCE. — THE ENGLISH 
RETURN HOME.— -A COMBAT BETWEEN AN 
ENGLISH AND A FRENCH SQiTIRE- 

A FTER thefe deeds of ai'ms were performed^ 
during the refidence of the earl of Bucking- 
ham kt Vannes, nothing happened worth mention- 
ing* The Eriglifh, as I have before faid, were 
quartered at Vannes, Heimebon, Quimperle and 
<^impercorentin : they paffcd the whole wifiter ia 
Brittany as well as they could. Very many of 
them were ill, and fuflfered much from the badnefs 
and fcarcity of provifion ; as did alfo their horfes, 
for their foragers could not find any thing in the 
open country, which at that feafon is always bare. 

The French had taken every precaution that 
tlie ^^emy fliould not be very comfortable. The 
Englifli were in this perilous (late fome time ; for 
the French were fo ftrong in the furrounding gar- 
rifons, they dared not make any excurfions. 

Some provifion came to them by fea from Corn- 
wall, Guernfey and the ifle of Wight, which were 
of great fuccour to them; otherwife they and their 
cavalry would have periflied through famine. 

During this time, the four breton barons re- 
mained 
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tjiaiiled at Paris on the part of the duke, negotiate 
ing a peace between hiih and ike kin^; He didi 
hot oppofe it ; for he fa^ clearly that he could not 
keep the promifes he had made the Englifhj unlets 
he would lofe his dukedodii 

It was the intentidn of the ekrl of Buckirighaid 
ahd his baroni to pafs the wintef in the town of 
Vanhes as well as they could, and iii the fummer 
to retuhi to France to continue the war : he had 
written a full accouiit of his fitUation arid Intexi- 
tidiis to the king of England slnd to the duke of 
Lancafter. The kiilg and his council, having zp^ 
proved of this plan, ordered him td cariy it intd 
exeicudoh, adding, that at the propel* feaforij a re- 
ihfof cement of Eiiglifh ihould be fent to Norman^ 
dy and land at Cherbourg ; ahd tlidfe two armies^ 
being united ih Normlndy^ might be able to per« 
Ibrm fohie decifive a£Uons in Franice; 

The king of Fraiice^ his Uncles and cduncil fore- 
faw all that might happen, having been duly in« 
fornled of the intended phns : they faid^ in their 
fecret councils, that if the duke of Brittslhy^ or 
any of his principal tdwns^ were at enmity with the 
realni^ and united with the engliih force^ France 
would hdve, for a dhie^ too heavy a burddi to 
bear. For this reafon^ the four barons from Brit- 
tany^ who iieprefented the duke and manlg^ his 
aflfairs very well, had thrown out thefe doubts t in 
pardculat, they had opened themfelves to the duke 
of Anjdu, at that time regent of Franfce, who hav- 
ing a grand expedidon in his head, and intending 
within two years at the fartheft to march to la 
Vol. V. T Puglia 
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Puglia wd Calabria, xvould not have chofen thaC^ 
the kingdom of France fhould be fhaken, nor his^ 
expedition put off. He was therefore ftrongly in- 
clined to make peace with the duke of Brittany, 
that he might become a good Frenchman, loyal ia 
faith and homage to the king of France* The ar- 
ticles of peace were now difcuffed by the four ba- 
rons : it was fettled that the duke might, without 
blame, affifl the Engliih with veffels to return tO' 
their own country. The duke was permitted to 
add to his ordinances-; that if thofe who had come 
from the garrifon of Cherbourg to ferve under the 
earl of Buckingham wiihed to return thither by 
land, they fliould have paflports from the king and 
conftable to march through France, but unarmed,, 
and any knights or fquires from England who 
might be defirous of accompanying them: that^ 
-when the Englifh had quitted Brittany, the duke 
was to come to the king and his uncles at Paris, 
and acknowledge himfelf vaffal by faith and homage 
to the king, in fuch way as a duke of Brittany 
owes to his lord, the king of France.^ 

All thefe articles were properly drawn out and 
fealedy and carried to the duke of Brittany, who- 
at that time was refident at Sucinio, near to Vannes*' 
He agreed to what his ambaffadors had done, but 
fore againft his inclination j for he knew he could 
not do it, without incurring the greatefl ill-will 
from the-r^iinglifli. 

When the earl of Buckingham and his knights- 
heard that the duke of Brittany had made peace 
with France,^ they were greatly enraged and very 
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indignant, faying, he had fent for them and madjC 
them come to Brittany, where he had never per- 
formed any one of the promifes he had fworn to ; 
for which reafon they pronounced him void of 
loyahy. 

Shortly after, the duke vifited the earl of Buck- 
ingham and his barons at Vannes, when he openly 
explained to them the treaty his people had made 
fot him, and which it behoved him to agree to, 
for otherwife he fhould lofe his whole duchy. 
Upon this, high words pafled between the earl and 
his barons with the duke ; but the duke humbled 
and excufed himfelf as much as poflible, for he 
was confcious that he had been in fome fort to 
blame. It was, however, neceflary to come to 
terms, in order that the Englifli might quit Brit- 
tany. 

The carl then gave notice to the city of Vanne??, 
that if any of his men were indebted to the inha- 
bitants, they fhould come forward, when they 
would be paid. He gave back to the magiftrates 
the keys of the town, and thanked them for their 
attentions to him. 

The earl was fupplied with vcffels at Vannes, 
Hennebont and Quimperle, and wherever elfe they 
had been quartered, on paying for them : he left 
Vannes the eleventh day of April, inbattle-array , with 
banners difplayed, and thus marched to the haven. 
The duke of Brittany, fir Alain de la Houflaye, the 
lord de Montbourfier, fir Stephen Guyon, fir Wil- 
liam de Trefiquidi, fir GeofFry de Kerimel and 
others of his council, came thither : they fent to 
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inform the earl, who was in his veiTel, that the 
duke wanted to fpeak with him ; but the earl re- 
fufed to come^ and fent the lord Latimer and lord 
Thomas Percy. 

Thcfe two had a conference with the duke for 
three hours, and, after long debates, confented to 
requefl the earl, that before he fet fail, he would 
on another day have a converfation with the duke: 
they then went to his ihip, and related to the earl 
all that had paiTed. 

Abou^ midnight, on the return of the tide, the 
wind became favourable ; and the mariners aiked 
the earl, what were his intentions. The earl, who 
wifhed not for any further conferences, faid, * Weigh 
four anchor and fet your fails, and let us be gone/ 
This was foon clone ; and thus did the Englifli fail 
from the harbour of Vannes for England. All 
the others did the fame in their different ports, and 
fcollefted together at fea. 

We will now fpeak of certain knight^ and 
fquires who Returned to Cherbourg by land, and 
relate what bcfel them on their road. The con- 
ftable of Fr:?nce, who at that time refided at cha- 
teau Joffelin, feven leagues from Vannes, had 
granted paffports to fome englifh and navarre 
knights of the garrifon of Cherbourg, who had 
ferved under the earl of Buckingham. Among 
others were fir John Harleftone, governor of Cher- 
bourg, fir Evan Fitz warren, fir William Clintoa ' 
and fir John Burley. They fet out from Vannes, 
following the road to chateau Joffelin, for it was 
in their routed On their arrival, they took up 
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their quarters in the towti htlovf the cadle, notv 
intending more than to dine and continue their 
journey. When they had difmounted at the inn, 
like travellers who wiflied to repofe themfelves, 
the knights and fquires of the caftle came to vifit 
them as brother-foidiers, who always fee each 
other with pleafure, particularly the French an4 
Englifh. 

Among the French, there was a fquire of great 
renown in arms, who belonged to John de BouN 
bon, count de la Marche^ the neareft to his perfon 
of all his fquires, and whom he loved the moft : 
his name was John Boucmel. He had formerly 
been in garrifon in Valogne with fir WilUam des 
Bordes, and in his expedition againft Cherbourg, 
During that time, he had often had words witih 
an engliih fquire, called Nicholas Clifford, who 
was then prefent, refpe£ting a tilting match. In 
the courfe of the converfation which thefe french 
knights and fquires held at the inn with the Eng- 
liih, John Boucmel, recoUeding Clifford, cried 
out, — * Nicholas Clifford ! Ah! Nicholas, Nicho- 
las, we have often wifhed and fought to perform 
a tilting match ; but we never could find fit q|). 
portunity or place for it. Now, as we are here 
before my lord conftable imd thofe gentlemen, let 
us perform it : I therefore demand from you three 
courfes vdt^ a lance.' ^ John,' replied Nicholas, 
^ you know that we lare ^re but as travellers on 
our roadi, under the paffport of my lord conftable: 
what you alk from me ^aim^t now be complied 
with, for I »m not the priAcipal m the paffpoit, 

but 
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but under the command of thefe kiiights whom you 
fee : if I were to flay behind, they would fet out 
without me.* * Ha, Nicholas, do not make fuch 
excufes as thefe : let your friends depart, if they 
pleafe, for I give you my promife, that as foon as 
our tilt fliall be over, I will conduft you myfelf 
within the gates of Cherbourg without lol^s or peril, 
as I can depend on my lord conftable's good will/ 

Nicholas faid, — ^ Now fuppofe it to be as you 
fey, and that 1 placed my confidence in being fafely 
conduced by you, yet you fee we are travelling 
through the country without arms of any fort 2 
therefore, if I were willing to arm myfelf, I have 
not wherewithal to do fo/ 

John replied, — * You fhall not excufe yourfelf 
that way, for I will tell you what I will do : I have 
plenty of arms at my command, and will order dif- 
ferent forts to be brought to the place where we 
fhall tilt ; and, when all are laid out, you ihall 
examine them, and confider which will fuit you 
befl ; for I will leave the choice to you, and, when 
you fliall have chofen, I will then arm myfelf/ 

When Nicholas faw himfelf fo fearneftly prefied^ 
he was afliamed that thofe prefent fhouldhave heard 
it, and thought, that fmce John made fuch hand^ 
6me offers, he could not in honour refufe them j; 
f or John ftill added, * Make whatever arrangements 
you pleafe, I will agree to them focyer than we 
fhould not have a tilting match/ 

Nicholas then faid, he would, confider of it ; 
and, before his departure he would make, him ac- 
quainted with his reToliitxon ^ adding, ^'ifk will not 

be 
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be -poflible for me to comply with your requeft at 
this place, and if my lords, under whom I am^" 
Aould be unwilling to affent to it, on my return 
to Cherbourg, if you will come to Valogne, and 
fignify to me your arrival, I will immediately haften 
thither, and deliver you from your engagement.' 

^ No, no,* faid John, * feek not for excufes : I 
have offered you fuch handfome propofels, that 
you cannot in honour depart without running a' 
tilt with me, according to the demand I make/ 
Nicholas was more enraged than before 5 for he 
thought, smd true it was, that he, by fuch a fpeech, 
greatly outraged his honour. Upon this, the 
French returned to the caftle, and the Englilh to 
their inn, where they dined. 

When thefe knights had got to the caftle, you 
may fuppofe they were not filent on the wordi 
which had paffed between John Boucmel and Ni- 
cholas^ •Clifford, infomuch that the conftaMe heard 
of them. He coiifidered a fhort time ; and, when 
the knights and fquires of the country who were 
with him entreated hifti to intereft himfelf that th^ 
combat might be fought, he willingly promifed ic 

The englifh knights and fqmreSj wifliing to pur- 
fue their journey after dinner, went to' the caftle to 
wait on the conftable ; for he was to give them 
feven knights to efcort them the whole road, 
through Brittany and Normandy, as far as Cher- 
bourg. 

When they were arrived at the caftle, the con- 
ftable received them very amicably, and then faid, 
^—* i" put you all under arrcft, and forbid you to 

depart 
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licpsixt faefice thk 4ay: torfnorrow morning, fi||ff 
jtijjft, yo]a Aall witpef§ the coujbat between yq\if 
fquire afid ours, a^d thpn ypu ^lall dii^e \Rrith ffi^ 
pinner oyer, you fhall fet out, ^nd I Yn]l giv<^ yo)i 
good guides tp cpnduiSt yo|j to pherbourg/ 'JTiey 
jcomplied wi.th bis requeftS| and^ havjng ^T!'^ pf 
his wine^ returned to their inn/ ]^ow th^ t^p 
fi^uires confulted itogether, for it was fixed $l)^y 
flioi^ld on the morrow fpprni|ig engage witbpyp 
fail. When morning c^e^ they both |\^ard ffia(^| 
(confeflied themfe^yes, su^d mounted th^ ko}fp$ { 
^heFf en^cb bfing PP one fidp, an^ the £nglif)> p)i the 
other ; they rp4e tog^thef to a fmopth pj^^n pfi tbjS 
putfide of the caft^e, w!tie]-e they difmpi.mtedt Jp||m 
Bpucmel had provided tjiefe twp f^it3 pf armour^ 
according to his promifei )}vbiph were good and 
^rong, as the oepafion demanded i bayiz^g had 
them dIfpUyed, |xe told the e^glifh fquirie tp xx^ake 
the firft choice. .^Np/ f^d the Engliflipi^y f| 
?priU not ichoofe : you {hfll baye the chpice.; JoI^q 
was therefore forced to jchpofe i&rft, ^hif h bf 4f!4» 
and armed himfelf coji^pjetely (in doipg ^bicb he 
was affiled) ^ as ^ gopd pa^ at arm3 Ibpuld b^, 
Nicholas did the fame. When they were both 
armed, jhey grafped their fpears, veil made.witli 
Boi^rdeayx fteel and of f he fame length } wd e^h 
tpok the pofition prpper for hja^ |o run his courfe^ 
^ith their helmets and vii^ofs cU>fed« They then 
adVi^nced, and, when they approached pretty ne;^^ 
jthey lowered their fpe;^rs^ ^iniing themi to hit each 
other. At the firft onfet, Nichoj^^Cjifprd ftrjick 
with his fpear John Boucmel oxj ^e upp^ p»rt of 
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jiUs bre«^(l ; but the point (Uppod off the (Ucl 1)1$^? 

plate, ^4 pierced the hoo^, wbi(?h wa$ of gQo4 

piail, ^nd, enter}i)g his neck, cut tb« jugular vda, 

and pained quite through, bresddug of at :the iba& 

^ith the h^} fo that the truncheon reo^gined i^ 

the necl^ of the fquire, who was killed, as you maj 

fuppo&f The engUih f(}uire pa^Ted on to his chaii; 

where he feated himfelf. The firench lords, who 

had fe^ the ftroke and the broken fpear in hi« 

neck, haitpn^d to him ; they immediatdy took o£F 

his helmet, and drew out the fpean On its being 

extra£k;l, he turned himfelf about without uttering 

a word, and fell down dead- The ^engliih fqoare 

hurri<?d to his relief, crying out to have the blood 

(launched, but coui^ not arrive before he expired* 

Nicholas Clifford wai then exceedingly rezed, for 

having by ill fortune flain a valiant and good mail 

at arms. All who at that time could have fiaen' the 

defpair of the count de la Marche, who had fucfa ati 

aifedion for his deceafed Iquire, would furdy have 

much pitied him : he was in the greatest diftrefs, 

fof he ^(leepied him above all others. 

The conftable was pref<^t, and endeavoured to 
comfort hioi, faying, * that fuch thmgs were to be 
expeded in iimilar combats* It has turned oat 
unfortunate for pur fquire, but the Engliflunaa 
could not help it.' ^e then addreffed himfelf to 
the I^ngliflx,— ' Come, conie to dinner, for it is 
ready/ The copftable led them, as I may fay, 
againft their will? to the oaftle to dinner, for they 
wiihed not to go thfire on account of (he death oi 
the j^iencl^maiu 

The 



* The count de la Marche moft tenderly bewailed 
)iig. fquire^ as he viewed his corpfe. Nicholas Clif- 
ford diredly retired to his lodgings, and would not 
by any. means dine at the caftle, as well for the 
great vexation he was iii for this death as on ac* 
count K}{ his relations and friends : but the con* 
ftable fent to feek for him, and it was neceflary he 
Ihould comply. 

. .On his arrival, the conftable faid, — ^*In truth, 
Nicholas, I can very well believe, and I fee by your 
looks, that you are much concerned for the death 
of John Boucmel ; but I acquit you of it^ for it was 
no fault of yours, and, as God is my judge, if I 
had been in the fituation. you were in, you have 
done nothing more than £ would have done, as it 
is better to hurt one's enemy than to be hurt by 
him^ Such is the fate of war/ > . 

They then feated themfelvfes at table, and thefc 

lords dined at their eafe. After they had finifhed 

their repaft, and drank their wine, the conftable 

.called the lord le Barrois des Barres, and faid to 

him, — ^ Barrois, prepare yourfelf: I will that you 

f condu£l thefe Englifhmen as far as Cherbourg, and 

that you have opened to them every town and 

T^caftle, and have given to them whatever they fhall 

be in need of/ Le Barrois replied, — * My lord, I 

' fliall cheerfully obey your orders/ 

The Englifh then, taking leave of the conftable 

, and the knights with him, came to their lodgings, 

where every thing was packed up and ready. They 

mounted their horfes, departed from chateau 

Joffclin, and rode ftraight to Pontorfon and Mont 

St, 
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St. Michel. They were under the efcort of that 
gallant knight le Barrois des Barres, who nevet 
quitted them in Brittany or Normandy^ until they 
had arrived in Cherbourg. 

In this manner did the army of the ead of 
Buckingham quit France by fea and by land. We 
wi& now return to the affairs of Flanders during 
that period, and fay how the^men of Ghent behaved 
f hemfelves, and how the earl of Flanders, their lord, 
perfifted io continuing an oppr^ffive and heavy 
war. 



"^T^v^^^T^y^^^"^^*^ ^ ,^ 



CHAP. XUX. 

THE WAR RECOMMENCES BETWEEN THE BARL OF 
FLANDERS AND THE INHABITANTS OF <^ENT«-^ 
THE MEN OF GHENX AND OF YPRES ARE DIS- 
COMFITED BY THE AAfBUSCADES OF THE EARX. 
OF F|.ANDER3» , 

n^RUE it is, that the earl of Flanders at the be- 
ginning had very little dread of the Flemings 
and men of Ghent, imagining he could conquer 
them by litde and little, both by reafon and arms, 
fince John Lyon and John Pruniaux were dead : 
but thd men of Ghent had ftill able captains in 
whom wholly they trufted, and by whom they were 
gQverq^d; fugh as Rs^e de Hari^elle, captains of 
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ibe caftlewick of phent> and John de Launoy, caf& 
tain of the men of Courtray» There were other 
captaiQs; John Boule, Peter, du Bois, Arnoul le 
Clerc and Peter la Nuitee. 

At this period, there axo& a conteft between the 
grandees and populace of Bruges : the fmall handif 
craft trades there wiihed to a& according to their 
pwn tncHnations, which die richer fprt would not 
fuflfer. This quifed a, rd^ellion, and great numbers 
jpf fiiUers and weavers loft their lives before the reft 
were appeafed. The inhabitant^ fent information 
of all this to the earl, who refided at Lille, entreat? 
ing of him, fojr the love of God, to copie to them ; 
for they acknowledged him as their lord, and were 
at that moptent ma(]tdrs of the populace. 

The earl of Flanders was pl^ed on hearing this 
intelligence: he fet out from LiUej^ in cofnpany with 
fir Wllianj de Namur and a great number of 
knights and fquires of Flanders, and came to Bruges,. 
v^prt he was received with great joy by the cooHt 
dl. On the arrival of the earl at Bruges, all the 
leaders, and thofe who were even fufpeded to have 
fin^ilar intentions with the men of Ghent, were ar- 
retted and fent to prifon, tp the amount of five 
liundred, who in a fbprt time were bdie^ded» 

"^^Then thofe of the Francooate^ Usamt that the 
earl was quiet in Bnigesj^ they began to be ahrmed^ 



* Du Fraoc* That part of Flandets^ in which the towns( 
of Dunkirk^ Ber^ues^ GravelineiB^ Bombourg and Furnes are 
fituated^ is called the Franc^ or the Franconate* 

Note in Memoire^ de FAcademie^ vol. zi« p. 419* 
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and immediately threw themfelves on the mercy of 
the earl, who pardoned tbem, to their great joy ; 
for his power was d^y increafing, and the inhabit^ 
ants of the Franconate have been always more at* 
tached to their earl than all the reft of Flanders. 

The earl, feeing himfdf mafter of Bruges an4 of' 
the Franc, and that he had at his orders knights 
and fquires from Hainault and Artois, thought he 
had now a good opportunity to recover his country 
and to punifh the rebels : he therefore declared he 
would firft pay a vifit to Ypres. He hated them 
much for having fo eafily opened t^dr gates to 
thofe of Ghent, and faid that tho& who by treatj( 
had admitted his enemies within the town^ smd 
ilain his knights, fhould pay dearly for it, if fa^ 
(hould gain the upper hand of them* He tbea 
iflued his fummons to the Franc and Brogjes^fof he 
was refolved to mardi to Ypres. 

News was carried to Ypres, that the carl- vna 
preparing to attack them : they detennined, id eon* 
fequence, to fend to Ghent to z!k affiftaoce; for 
they were not in fuffident ftrength to hold out 
without fuccours from that party, who had always : 
promifed to help them in their need. They fent 
fecretly lett^s and meflages to the captaias i» 
Ghent, to inform them of the fituation of the earli 
and his menaces of coming to attack them« 

The men of Ghent confidered diem^dives w 
bound by their faith and . oaths to grant theii: re^ 
queft, and having called two captains, John BouIqt 
and Arnoul le Cler c, faid to them,— -^ You; witt 
take three thoufand of our men^ andnMrcbbfaalfte 
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td Yp1?e8, to fuctcotir o\ir good friends/ Soon aftef 
this order was given, the detachment marched from 
Ghent, and three thoufand men arrived at Ypre», 
to the great joy of the inhabitants. 

The earl of Flanders fet out from Bruges with a 
large force, and came to Thorout: on the morrow 
to^ Poperingue, where they halted for three days^ 
until his whole army was come up^ which amounted 
XJb twenty thoufand men. 

The men of Ghent being informed of all thef^ 
preparations, and that the earl was to march againfl: 
Ypres with a powerful army, refolved to affemble 
their whole force, and take the road by Courtray 
to Ypres, when, by uniting with thofe of the laft: 
town, they might engage the earl's army; andj if 
they fliould once completely defeat him, he would 
xiever be able to recover the blow. In confequence 
of this determination, the following captains march- 
ed from Ghent : Raffe de Hafzelle, Peter du Bois, 
Peter la Nuiteej John de Launoy, with others, who 
\^ere captaiiis of hundreds or of fifties in the dif- 
ferent parilhes ; and, when drawn out in the plain, 
they amounted to upwards of nine thoufand men^ 
• They marched for Courtray, where they were re- 
ceived with great joy, for John de Launoy was go-- 
vemor. The earl of Flanders, whofe quarters were 
at Poperingue, heard how thofe of Ghent intended 
marching to Ypres, and that they were already at 
Gouttray. Upon this, he called a council^ and 
kept his army in a compaft body. The ghent men 
who had come to Courtray marched from thence 
to Rouflelaer^ where they halted, and fent to infomv 
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thofe of Ypres of their arrival; and, if thcy*\roiil4' 
come forth with the troops they had fent to them, 
they ihould be-in fufficient force to combat the 
carl. 

The men of Ypres were delighted at this intelli- 
gence ; and, having every inclination to do what 
had been requefled, they fallied but in the mornings 
to the amount of eight thoufand, under the com- 
mand of John Boule and Arnoul le Cierc. 

The earl, who was with, his army in that diftrid):, 
got information, I know not by what means or by 
what accident, that the men of Ypres had marched^ 
to join thofe from Ghent: he therefore ordered 
two large ambufcades on a pafs through which 
thofe from Ypres muit march, under the command 
of his fon, le Haze baftard of Flanders, and the lord 
d' Anghien : there were knights and fqUires hota 
Hainault, Artois, Bruges and the Franconate, aad 
in each ambufcade were ten thoufand men. 

When thofe of Ypres and the ghent men who 
had been fent thither under the command of John 
Boule were in the plains, and had marched about 
a league, they came to two roads ; one of which 
led to Rouffelafer, and the other to Thorout : they 
halted, and alked which road they ihould take. 
Arnoul le Clerc, anfwering, faid,— ^ I would advife 
you to go and fee our men who are at Rouflelaer/ 
* By my troth/ replied John Boule, * 1 think we 
(hall be better lodged on Mont d'Or than any where 
elfe } for be affured I know fo well Peter du Bois 
and Rafle de Harzelle that, fmce they have fent to 
us to fay they intend to offer the earl batde, they 
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'^W get as nixr to him as theyeaii: IthiteidiS 
think you ihoald fbUcy# this roacL' Araoil le Glerc 
difputed, but John Boule faififbed upon it^ and tnade 
them follow hii^ foad. 

When they bad advanced a^iit two leaguet^ and 
were almbft tif ed, they fell ihto the midili of thefe 
tmo ambufcddds, which when they percehred^ they 
cried out, ^Vfc art betrayed!* No people eve^ 
tnad^ fo poor a defehce a^ thde did : they fitved 
themfehres as hfk they could, fome returning to 
Vpres, others flymg over the fidds, witfaotit zhf 
£)rt of orden. 

The earl^s army had furroittided a great numbety 
trhom they ilew without mercy i howevet^ Johlf 
Boale and Amoul le Cterc faved the^nlbtres. i*k€f 
runaways who made for Courtray tnet their' affief |< 
who had fet out from Rouffelaer, anid wefe ft^ch* 
hig towards Rofebecque^ When Fet^r du Bo^ atid 
the other officers Jaw them m fudt a^ftafe^ they de* 
manded the reafon of it» aml^at lyid happe^Nd $ 
they replied, ^ they could »ot tell i dwy basi iwc. 
had time to fee what was the matter; .but that fhey 
were flying, having been betratyed^ anid that the 
whole plain was covered with them/ 

Peter du Bois was doubtful^ wbetbef to march 
back to cover the rmiaways;^ and to combat thofi^ 
who were thus diaicing tlxem^ or to r^rcat with 
them, to Courtrayt AH thiiig^ confldaped, lie wua 
advifed dii^ time to retreat, as beii^ the moft ad^ 
vantageous : he therefore began his fetdrn in ?c^ 
gular order, without quitting the roady and the 
fame day canie back to Courtfaty. The ro&iawayr 
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took fheker there : the mea of Ghent were qu^<4r 
tered in the town^ and placed ftrong guards at th«f 
gates to prevent any furprife* 

When John Boule and Arnoul le Clerc were re- 
turned, and had counted their men, they found 
there had been flain of the men of Ghent, including 
thofe in the detachment fent to Yptes, twelve. hup<r 
dred ; and of thofe of Ypres as many, if not more^ 
If the ambufcade had purfued thofe flying towaurdt 
Ypres and Courtray, they muft have been over^ 
taken, and fcarcely one would have efcaped : but 
the giving up the purfuit, to flay tho£e who had 
fallen into their hands, was the faving of many« 

The inhabitants of Ypres were much caft do^ott 
on feeing their men return defeated the very day 
they had marched, and afked how it could have 
happened. Some faid, that John Boule had be^ 
trayed them, and led them thus to be ilaughtered* 
You have often heard how difficult it is to appeafe 
the populace when once they are ftirrcd up : I ihall 
inflance it by thofe of Ghent, for when they had 
returned thus defeated to Courtray, and heard thai 
John Boule was in the town, they colleded upwards 
of a thoufand, bawling out ; ^ Let us go feek that 
arch traitor John Boule, who has betrayed us ! for 
it was he and no j^her who wg^uld have us follow 
that road which led to the ambufcade. If we had 
believed Arnoul le Clerc,. we fhould have efcaped 
it ; for he wanted to cqndud us ilr^ght to our 
men, and John Boule, ^^o had fold and betrayed 
us, would march us. where wq have been tricked 
and defeated/ Kow, obferve how tmjuftly they 
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accufe htm of treafon, when I do not fee that there 
was the lead caufe for it. Had it been, as they 
{aid, that he had fold and betn^d them, he would 
never have returned, but would have ftaid with the 
earl and his army. This, however, could not fevc 
him from being killed : the men of Ohent fought 
for him in his horde, and, having found htm, 
dragged him into the ftreef , when he Was torn ifi 
pieces, and as many as could, carried off a morfel^ 
Such was the end of John Boule. 

The next day, the men of Ghent departed front 
Courtray, and returned home. They fent John de 
Launoy to Gavre, a caftle belonging to the earl, 
and fituated on the Scheld, of which he took pof* 
fefiion, and placed a garrifon in it. 



CHAP. L. 

THE TOWNS OF YPRES ANJ) COURTRAT TURN TO 
TH£ EABI. OF FLANDSRS.— <-GH£irr IS BESIIOEO. 

TI^E will now r&bftn to the etrl of Flanders and 
his army. When they had thus, by thdr am* 
bufcades, defeated the men of Ghent, and had flain 
three thou&nd or thereabouts, including tliafe of 
Ypres, the earl was advi&d to advance fpd lay 
fiege to Tpres. This coundi he foUoMd, ^md 
marched diither widi a £&e army «f knights and 
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fquires from Hainault, Artois and (landers, wIki 
had come to ferve under him. As foon as the cU 
tizens of Ypres learnt that the, earl Was on his 
march thither with fuch a fof ce, they were greatly 
alarmed ; and the principal and richefl inhabitants 
held a council, in which they refolved to open their 
gates, and go out to meet him^ with offers to re-^ 
place themfelves under his obedien<:e, trufilng to 
his mercy. It was well known to him that thejr 
had allied themfelves with Ghent through fear o^ 
the lower ranks, fuch as weavers, fullers and other 
ill-intentioned people of the town t they befides de« 
pended on his kind and mefciful chafadd* for tbcit 
pardon* 

'As they had refolved^ fo did they execute ; and 
upwards of three hundred in a company went out 
of the town, carrying the keys of the gates widl 
them. On meeting thje earl of Flanders, they fell 
on their knees, and begged for mercy, laying, that 
they perfonally, and the whole town, tefigned 
themfelves to his will. 

The earl took pity on them, made them file^ and 
granted them his pardon. He entered the town of 
Ypres with his whole army, and remained there for 
three weeks, fending back thofe of the Franc and 
of Bruges to their feveral towns. During his rc- 
fidence in Ypres, he had upwards of feven hundred 
weavers and fullers beheaded, and all thofe who 
had been aiiy way concerned in admitting John 
Lyon and the ghent men into the town, who had 
flain the knights and men at arms, whom he had 
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fent thither, and which had enraged him fo much» 
To prevent them from again rebelling againft him, 
he fent three hundred of the principal inhabitants 
to prifon in Bruges, efcorted by a handfome body 
of men at arms. 

He then marched towards Courtray, in order to 
bring that town under his obedience. When the 
inhabitants heard this was his intention, and that 
he was on his way, having fubjugated thofe of 
Ypres, they were much afraid, for they faw no ap- 
pearance of any aid coming to them from Ghent : 
they therefore determined to furrender themfelves 
amicably to their lord ; for it was better to depend 
on the earl, to whom they owed fidelity, homage 
and loyalty, than on Ghejit. Upon this, three 
hundred of the principal citizens affembled, and 
went out of the town on foot, to meet the earl, 
taking the keys wii;h them. When the carl Was 
near to pafs them, they flung themfelves on their 
knees, crying out to him for mercy. The earl, 
taking compaflion on them, pardoned them, and 
made a joyful entry into the town, where every one 
paid him honour and reverence. He arrefted about 
two hundred of the principal inhabitants, whom he 
fent to Lille and to Douay, as hoftages for the 
town. 

When he had continued at Courtray fix days, he 
returned to Bruges; where, having repofed himfelf 
for a fortnight, he iffued a grand fummons for his 
vaflals to attend him at the fiege of Ghent, for at 
this time all Flanders was dependant o^ him. He 
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left Bruges with .a numerous army to lay fiege to 
Ghent, and fixed his quarters at a place called la 
Briete. 

Sir Robert de Namur came thither to ferve him, 
with a large body of men at arms, according to his 
letters and orders : but fir William de Namur 
could not come, for l\e was at the time in France 
with the king and duke of Burgundy. ^ 

It was about the feaft of the decollation of St. 
John that the fiege of Ghent was commenced. Sir 
Walter, lord of Anghien, was marfhal of the army 
of Flanders : he was young, bold, entcrprifing, and 
fearlefs of whatever dangers or perils might befal 
him. 

Notwithftanding the earl of Flanders was before 
Ghent with fo numerous an army, he coufd not 
prevent the town from having two or three gates 
open, by which means all forts of provifion entered 

• 

without danger. The Brabanters and Liegeois 
were very favourable to them, more particularly 
the citizens of Bruflels. The Liegeois wrote to 
th,em to keep up their fpirits, — * Good men of 
Ghent, we are well aware that at this prefent you 
have enough to do j that you are hard pufhed by 
>e earl your Ford, and by the gentry and the reft 
of the country, which we are extremely forry for ; 
know, that if you were only five or fix leagues 
from our frontiers, we would fend that fuccour 
which ought to be given to good brothers, friends 
and neighbours ; but you are too far from us, and 
the country of Brabant lies between, which is the 
caufe that prevents us. Now, if you ibould be Bel 
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Aeged at this moment, do not be caft dowa } io% 
idrod jknows, and a}l the prii^cipal towns, that yon 
have juitice on your fide in this war, which miift 
make your labours mpre eSe^iye.' Thus did the 
dtifiiieri? of JLiege ytfile, to thofe of Chen^, in px^ 
to comfort them. 

The earl pf Flan4ers bad invefted Qhent on thq 
fides towards B|iig^ i)nd Court|:ay ; but on thpie 
towards Bru^eU apid les (^tre MeiMers^, he 
pould nqt, p|i account of th^ ocheld and Lys. | 
may therefofp fay, every |b^ copfidered^ 0iat 
Ghent is one of the ilrongeft places in the world: 
ft would be qpceflary to have two hundred tho^i» 
fand men, if any . ope wifhed to blog]^ up all tbg 
pafTes; befides, the armies ought to be pear ^9 
rivers, or, in time of need, they would not be abl|) 
to co-operate with eaph other ; for Ghent is very 
populous, and full of determined men. They found,, 
on numbering the inhabitant; at this time, they had 
aghty thoufand men, all fit for bejuring arms, under 
fixty and above fifteen years* 

Whep the earl had been before Qhent s^bout Jt 
month, and his men under the lord d'Anghien, |e- 
Haze his fon. With the young f(6nefchal of Hainault, 
had had various fkirmifhes with thofe of Ghent, ip 
which fometimes they won, an^ at others loft, as iii 

ftich cafes ^yill happen, he was advifed to fend the 

■■ ■■'■■■--■■ . I -■ . y 

* The territprv comprehended under thp name of Le Qu&tre 
Mefliers> was formerly fubje6l to the bifhop of yt^echt,andcon• 
tilIled tbirtyirill^es, Hulfe« Axele» Bochoile and Afleiiede 
^ the four prittcipal towns : the two U(l a^e not inclpfed with 
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men from Bruges, Ypres and Poperingue^ (m an 
expedition to a place called Longpont, the conqueft 
of which would be highly advantageous ; for by 
this they could enter the Quatre Meftiers, and 
then approach Gheiit as near m they pleafed. 

Thofe who had been ordered on this expedition 
were drawn up, and ^ very valiant. and. prudent 
knight, called fir Joilb de Nbluiii, was nominated 
commander: with him were vevy maxqr knigj^ts 
smd fquires, but fir Joffis was the chiefs When th/sj 
arrived at Longpont, they did not find it defence* 
lefs, but garrifoned with a great number of men at 
arms : Peter du Bois, Peter laNuit&and RaflRp df 
Harzelle were there in front* The ikirmiih was 
fevere; for, on the arrival of the detachment front 
the earl, they b^an on both fides to fhoot from 
cannons and crois-bows, which flew and wounded 
many. The men of Ghent behaved too well, for 
they drove back their enemies, and took by force 
the banner of the goldfmith's company of Bruges^ 
which they flung into the river and befmeared with 
filtlu There were^ of this goldfinith's company 
and of many others, numbers flain and wounded : 
in particular, fir Jofle de Haluin was killed, which 
was a great pity. So valiantly did the ghent men 
behave that thofe who had been fent to Longpont 
returned difcomfited. 



CHAP. 



m 



X 



CHAP. LE" 

THE fiARL Oy ^LANDERS RAISES THE SIEGE OF 
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GHENT. — HE DEFEATS A GR^AT PART OT THE 
JIRMY OF GHENT, THROUGH THE SELF^^lT^FI 
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TJIETRING the fiege of Ghent by the tarl^'of 
"^ Flanders, there were 'numerous ikifmimes^ te- 
Ibre" the city. The lord d'Anghien, the fen^chal 
of Hamault and le Haze de Flanders never raiii 
fomed thofe whom they fell in with unprbtdfted'in' 
the plains 5 and fometimes they were forded to* re?* 
jreat in fuch ja hurry as not to ha^ tirii'ei to look' 
behind them. *. • ' . j, • 

Six thoufand well-appointed men were*'drawr* up' 
in the city, and put under the commaiidpf Raflfe 
4e Harzelle, Arnoul le Clerc and John de jCaunoy : 
they marched from Ghent without any fear of the 
army, and took the road to Aloft, which was then 
a good town and well inclofed, in which the earl 
had placed a garrifon of feveral knights. They, 
pn hearing of this intended attack, made off, through 
the gate leading to Bruffels, ia hafte, otherwife 
they would have been flain. The ghent men burnt 
jByery thing, even the gates, and gained great, pillage, 

TThey ^hgn n^arched to Dendremonde, which is a 
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ftrong town, but they took it by ftorm. Sir Philip 
de Namur was there killed. The men of Ghent 
were mafters of the town, but not of the caftle ; 
for the lord de Widefcot and his companions held 
it out valiantly againft them. 

The ghent army went next to Gramont, which 
had lately turned to the earl, through the entreaty 
and negotiation of the lord d*Anghien. I know 
not whether by treachery or not, but the ghent men 
entered it, and very many of the inhabitants were 
flain. 

After thefe exploits, they returned to Ghent with 
21 great booty. - * • ' * 

' When the earl^of Flanders coiifiderdd that, be- 
fide lofing hisr^tne, he wasr' at a' vaft fexpetife in this' 
liege, and >that' he knd his army were fuffering' 
greariy,»^rid'alfa-that he coUldiidt prevent the 
ghent ihen from fallying -forth *wl burning the 
country; that latdy they hkd- coriqujre^ Dfeiidre- 
Hiond<^And Gramont; he refolvedW break up the 
fiege and-^depart, for \<Thter was approaching. - He 
marched awiy, and feni his meii to their different 
homes lo tecruit themfelves; He ordered the- lord 
d'Anghien Stnd the lord de Montigny to garrifon 
Oadenardfe : they had, bfefid^s men at arms, two 
hundred englifh archers, on whom they placed 
great dependance. With regard to the earl, he 
went to Bruges. The lords who were in Qudenarde 
made feveral fallies againft thofe of Ghent; and 
there were frequent fkirmilhes, for they were almoft 
eonftantly in the field, fo that none could carry 
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provafion or merchandife to Ghent, without, uik ofi 
being taken. 

When winter was over, and the month of Apri^ 
arrived) the earl afTembled his army, having fenl^ 
for thofe of Ypres, Courtray, Poperingue, Damme^ 
Sluys and the Franconate : he marched from £iruge$ 
and came to Nev^le, where he r^maintd fome time^i 
While ther«, he appointed Jht lord d'Anghien 
itgain commander in chief of aril the men at arinsy 
comprehending thofe of lille^ Douay and Oudd* 
narde. 

The earl's army wa^ lull twenty thoofaaid m^ : 
they prepared to march tQ Gavre, where John de 
Launoy refided, who^ en feceiving int^dligence o£ 
this, fent off dire^ to ^iient, to inform Raflfe de 
Harzelle thit he mnft fend him immediate reia^ 
|brcemei^t|| ^ the irmy of the earl h^ taken the 
field. ^Mth ^ HvaeUe inftantly colleAed fix 
thoufaod meUt and marched to Gavre : he did not 
find John de Lamioy , but oirertook him at Qeyafe^ 
where he was pillaging the country on Uie other fide 
of' the riven They then^ having united their forces^ 
marched that day together, and fell in with thoie 
from Oudenarda and Deynfe who w^e going to 
join the earl, whom they immediately attacked, and 
flew at leafl fix hundred of thenu The lord 
d'Anghien was not prefent: he had gone before to 
the earl, who was with his army between Deynfe 
and Bruges. 

When news was brought to the earl, and to the 
lord d'Anghieui th^t the men of Oudenarde had 
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t>een fo roughly treated, tbey were much vexed ; 
the lord d'Anghien was ordered to march with 
four thouland men towards QavrCi where they ez« 
pe&ed to find John de Launoy^ but he had retreated 
to Ghent with his pill^e and prifoners, of whom^ 
indeed, he had no great number. On the morrpw^ 
he 4nd Rafle de Harzelle niarched out with tea 
thouCmd men; andy though the earl was not como 
to C^srre, they weriMnxious to furround hiou 

The fame day t)iat Rafle de Harzelle had mard^ 
from Qhenty Peter du Bo\s made a fally alfo with 
fix thou£ukI men, accompanied by Arnoul I4 
Clerc : they burnt the fuburbs of Courtray, and 
then retreated towards Deynfe, in order to fall iii 
with their townfinen ; but it was too late, for, when 
R^iTe de harzelle and John de Launoy were come 
to Nevele, they perceived th^ earl with his whole 
army in the plain : thus did thefe two armies find 
themfelves in fight of each other, without either of 
them fufpeding it in the morning. 

When RafTe de Harzelle and John de Launoy 
faw a battle was inevitable, they were not caft down, 
but drew up their men in three battalions ; in each 
battalion were two thoufand men, all bold and 
hardy, and the beft foldiers in Ghent. 

Peter du Bois and Arnoul le Clerc had an equal 
number of men, who, though in the country, were 
ignorant of this meeting, or that their friends were 
about to engage. When they left Ghent, they had 
entered into an agreement, that if either party 
^uld meet the earl, they were not to fight without 
the pUier } for they were not feparately of fufficient 
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ftrength, butj when united, they were able to en- 
gage with three times their number : this they had 
fworn to Peter du Bois they would adhere to ; and 
to fay the truth, if Raffe had wiflied it, he might 
cafily have delayed the combat, for he had only to 
keep himfelf in the town of Nevele to wiit for 
Peter dti Bois, and the earl would never there have 
fought him: but the moment Raffe de Harzelle 
faw the army of the fearl, through pride and felf- 
lufEciency, he took the field, faying to himfelf that 
he would offer bahle to his enemies, and reap all 
the honour, without waiting for Peter du Bois or 
the others. He had great confidence in his men, 
and fuch hopes in the good fortune of Ghent that 
he thought he could not be defeated ; and he mani- 
fefted that day his willingnefs to engage, as I fhall 
prefently relate to you. 

Greatly was the earl rejoiced when he faw Raffe 
de Harzelle march out of Nevele to the plain to 
fight. He immediately ordered his men to be 
drawn up in proper order : his infantry were about 
twenty thoufand, able men, and about fifteen hun- 
dred lances, knights and fquires, from Flanders, 
Hainauk, Brabant and Artois. Among thofe from 
Hainault were the lord d'Anghien, marfhal of the 
army, and, in his company, the lord de Montigny, 
the baftard of Anghien, Giles de Rifcon, Hutin de 
Lay, the lord of Lens, fir John de Berlammont 
and fcveral more. From Flanders were, the lord 
de Guiftelles, fir Guy de Guiftelles, the lord des 
Cornets, the lord de Hallue, the lord de Haluin, fir 
Daniel de Haluin, fir Thierry de Difquetane, fir 
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John d'Efcoumbouc, the lord de Gentus, fir Johit 
de Vilain, fir Gerard de Marquellies and many 
others. Several new knights were alfo made. The 
young fenefchal of Hainault had died in his bed 
fome time before, from the bruife he had received 
at Aubiez, near Mortaigne, for he had been in th^jt 
affair. 

The earl formed his army in five battalions, and 
in each there were about five thoufand men, eager 
for the attack : the lord de Lieureghien bore that 
day the earPs banner. In this manner they ad- 
vanced on the enemy, five battalions to three j but 
at the commencement only tbrqie battalions of the 
ear rs array engaged, the other two were on the 
wings to fupport thofe who might be broken. The 
earl was pr^fent, exhorting his men to behave well, 
and to revenge themfelves on the madmen of 
Ghent who had given them fo much trouble.? he 
faid to the citizens from the chief townS)— •* Be 
affured, fliould you fly, you would more certainly 
be put to death than if you ftood your ground ; 
for I will have you all beheaded without mercy/ 
The earl ported the men of Bruges in the firft. bat- 
talion, thofe of the Frang in the fecond, thofe of 
Ypres and Courtray in thje third, and thofe of Po- 
peringue, Caffel, Bergues and Bourbourg in the 
fourth battalion : he ha4 retained thofe of. Oude- 
narde, Lille and Douay near his perfon. 

The armies kept advancing toward each other. 
Raffe de Harzelle led the firft battalion, for it was 
compofed of the moft detern)Lined men of the three, 
^d becaufe he was ^nxipu? to be the firft to begin 
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the Mmbat, and to gain honour if it Wd*e |)offible i 
he attacked that of Bruges, which' the lord de 
Guiftelies and his brothers commanded. Thisre 
was great pufhing and lighting at the commencfc'^ 
ment. In another part, the other battalions en« 
gaged, when many were beat dpwn at the onfet« 
The ghent men behaved very gallantly ; but the 
army of the earl was too numerous for them. 

The battle was fharp, and lafted foxne time, fo 
that it was long before it was feen which had the 
advantage. All the battalions were intermixed ; 
and on one fide they (houted out, ^ Flanders fot 
the Lion !^ to cheer their men : on the other, they 
cried as loudly, * Ghent, Ghent!' There wats a 
moment when the earl was in danger of lofing alt } 
and, if he had then given way, they would all 
have been flain and defeated beyond a retaiedy: 
for Peter du Bois, with full fix thoufand men, wat 
in the plain, and clearly faw the combat, but he 
could not give any affiftance to his townfmen for 
the extenfive marfhes which were between him 
and the armies : but, had the earl lofl: the day, at 
his men fled through panic, he knew well tliat 
Peter du Bois would have fillksi upon tbem, and 
none would have efcaped death, not even himfelf ; 
which would have been fiich a lofs as FlandeH 
never ^ould have recovered. 

Rafle de Harzelle and jolln de Launoy had not 
long the advantage in this combat, for the earl had 
a number of valiant knights, befides the men from 
Ypres, Courtray, Oudenarde, Damme, Sluys, the 
Franc and Bruges, who," when affembled together, 
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amounted to near twenty ;tli0lifiuM! ftien, being 
four times the number of thdr enemies. The 
ghent men, unable to withftand them^ were thrown 
faito diforder, and retreated into the town. Upon 
this, the knights and (quires advanced) and, break- 
ing their ranks, put them in confufion, and killed 
them in heaps. The men of Ghent retired to-^ 
wards the church of Nevele, which was ftrong ; 
and, having coHeded themfelves there, a hard 
battle enfued, and great (laughter was made of 
them. John de Launoy, like one diftra^ted^ 
ru(hed into the church, and pofted himfelf, and 
as many men as he could, in the large tower of 
the fteeple. Ra(re de Harzelle remained behind^ 
and, with his men, performed many valorous 
deeds at the door of the church ; but at laft he 
was overpowered, and pierced with a fpear, which 
inftantty lulled him. 

Thus ended Rafle de Harzelle, who had been 
a great commander of the ghent men againft the 
carl : he was much beloved by his townfmen for 
hts good fenfe and proweO^ ; but this was his re* 
compenfe at laft for all Iw valour. 

When the earl of Flanders arrived at the fquare 
l)efore tbt church, and Jbw that the ghent men 
had recreated Into it^ he ordered the church to be 
fet on (ire: his order was obeyed, and a fire 
was kindled with great quantities of ftraw and fag* 
gots, which they placed all round the church. 
The flames foon afcended to the roof, when the 
ghent men peri(hed miferably ; for they were fure 
of being burnt if they (laid in the church, and if 
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they fallied out^fl^pwQXc flain and cad back into 
the fire. .... .. ^•^.;. 

John de Launoy, who was in the ft^eple, per- 
fceiving hmifelf at the point of death, and that he 
muft foon be burnt, for the fteeple was beginning 
to take fire, cried out to thofe below, * Ranfom, 
ranfom ! ' and offered his coat, which was full of 
florins; but they laughed at and mocked him, 
faying, — * John, come and fpeak to us through 
thcfe windows, and we will receive you. Make a 
handfome leap, John, fuch as you have forced our 
friends to take this year : you muft make this leap.* 
John de Launoy, finding his fituation defperate, 
and the fire fo faft approaching that he muft be 
burnt, grew enraged, and preferred being flain to 
being burnt. Both happened to him ; for he 
leaped out of the windows in the midft of his 
enemies, who received him on their fpears; and, 
after hacking him to pieces, he was flung into 
the flames. Thus finiihed John de Launoy. 
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CHAP. UI. 

t 

t»£T£lt DU BOIS WITH TH« RBMAlMDJjK OF HJi 
ARMY RXTtR^ TO CHlENT.-TtAFTBR HAVlK^^ 
BEJKK IN PANO£R OF HIS UFE, HE B£3l£PIStf 
COURTRAY. 

/^F the fix thoufand men^ of which the ^rtny Rt 
lead confifted, that Rafle de Handle and 
John de Launoy had brought from Ghent or that 
neighbourhood, or who were fcrving th« ttieA oi 
Ghent for pay and had been marched thidbter, 
theiv^did not efcape more than three hundred: the 
reft wi^re fiatin in the £eld or in the town, of had 
been burnt in the chureh, Peter du Bois, not« 
withftanding he Had a fine army, cduld not gi^e 
them thef fmaileft afliftance, on accdtojt of the 
marfhes and ftagnant wkter$ which wei^ between^ 
him and the earl's army. 

He inarched away with hh ffien drsC^^m up iff 
order of baittle^ faying M thtm, — * GoMe^ let us 
proceed flowly towards G^ent/ Rafie de Hu-zelle^ 
and John de Launoy haite had very bad &oc€% : 
they are defeated. IktioWndtwhM itiay:hia|!ype^ 
to us, if we^Qusudd bd poko^, akd attacked by 
the ^ai4'»'irsfty t! fet lis kttp t^.i body »bd eombat 
boldly^ as good men jShould'db (vt^ileA^ tlie^f fi^t for 
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tbeir rights/ Thofe who heard him anfwered, 
* We will do fo.* They then departed, taking 
the road towards Ghent, in a clofe well formed 
battalion. 

Some of the runaways who had efcaped front 
the battle of Nevele returned to Ghent, which 
they entered quite frightened, like defeated men, 
and related their difcomfiture, telling hoW Rafie 
de Harzelle and John de Launoy had been fl»n 
^d their army loft. The citizens were much de- 
jefted at this ill news, and forry for the lofs of 
Rafle, for they had found him a good captain and 
true to their interefts : he was much beloved, and 
great confidence was placed in him, becaufa he 
was of a noble family, and had ferved them faith- 
fully for their money. 

They afked the runaways^-—* Tell us where waai 
Peter du Bois all the time of the combat V l^y. 
who had neither feen nor heard any ittteUigence 
of him replied, * We have not feen him, nor .do 
we know any thing about him/ Upon this, fe* 
veral b^;an to murmur^ &ying, that Peter: du 
Bois had behaved very ill, for not having been. 
prefent at this battle, he who had fiic thoufand: 
men under his commsmd completely armed. 

^ Thofe who governed Ghent therefore'refolved, 
as foon as jpeter du Bois Aould returni to'kill him^ 
and thto; nu^ peace with the earl their lord> 
throwhig . then^elves on his .mercy. I believe,, 
that if they had done fi), th^ would have ^zQted 
well,<and peace would eafily hav< been made. But 
they chapped tbeir r^olixtiPP» for which afberwiurds 
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they paid feverely^ as did the whole coufitiy of 
Flanders. 

Affairs at that time were not fo bad as they af- 
terwards became, nor the great diftrefs of Flanders 
at its height, as I (hall hereafter relate. 

After the defeat of RafTe de Harzelle and John 
de Launoy, the earl of Flanders was informed^ 
that Peter du Bois with an army of ghent men. 
were in the field, and on their march to that city. 
The earl halted, and called a council, in which 
he demanded from his knights whether he fhould 
not purfue them and offer battle: they replied, 
that he had done enough that day ; that his men 
were tired, and that it was proper they fhould 
have fome reft ; but that he would do well to fend 
off* five or fix hundred men at arms, to obferve 
their motions, for they might perhaps fix their 
quarters in fuch a fituation that they could come 
up with then! at their diilodging. The earl ap- 
proved of this advice, and followed it : thofe who 
were to be of this detachment were diredly or* 
dered out, and the lord d'Anghien was appointed 
to the command. 

About five hundred lances being mounted, they 
inarched off* from Nevele, and followed bye^oads, 
in order to come up with the ghent men : they 
proceeded fo far that they at laft faw them defcend 
a fmall hill : they were in a compa& bodjF, and in 
good order, marching at a good, pate toward 
Ghent. 

The lord d^Anghien and his detachment fol« 

lowed them fome time on their flank.. Peter du 
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Bois and his men £aw them plainly, though tHey 
made not any appearance of being difcompofed by 
it. Peter du Bois faid, — * Let us eontinue qui; 
road with a good ftep, without breaking our ranks; 
if they attack us, we will receive them, but I da 
not believe they have any fuch inteniions.' 

Thus each party marched on, without doing 
any thing, as far as Ghent, when the lord d'Aii^. 
ghien returned to the earl,^and Peter du Bois with. 
his men entered the town. Peter du Bois was 
very badly received, and on the point of being 
killed, for not having exerted himfelf to aiBfi 
RafTe de Harzelle. Peter exculpated himfelf, fay- 
ing truly, * that he had fent orders to RajQTe not 
to engage with the earl on any account, without 
being joined by him, for that the earl was in toa 
great force ; but that RafTe had done quite the 
contrary: that if bad fuccefs had attended him, he 
could not by any means be blamed : that he was 
as much grieved for the death of RaiSc as^ any one, 
for the town of Ghent had lofl a valiaiU man and 
good cjjtptain. It will therefore be neceffary for 
you to choofe another, one who has a good repu* 
t^tion and will be feared ; who is bold, wife and 
prudent; or otherwife put yourfelves under the 
pbedience of the earl, who will deftroy us all> by 
wickedly and cruelly putting us to a fhameful 
deaths Now, confider what you will do : either 
perfevere in what you have begun and carried on 
for fo long a time, or throw yourfelves oa the 
metcy of. my lord the earl of Flanders.' 

None- made any anfwer to thia fpeech of Petet 
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d« Bois 5 but, with regard to the event of the bat- 
tle of Nevele and the death of Raffe, he was ac- 
quitted. He was, however, much difTatisfied that 
no one replied to his fpeech ; particularly with 
fome of the principal and richeft citizens of Ghent 
then prefent, fuch as fir Guifebert Grote and fir 
Simon Bete. He at the time did not (hew his re- 
fentment ; but in the courfe of the year, they fe- 
verely experienced its effefts, as you will hear 
related. 

The lord d'Anghien, the lord dc Montigny and 
the Haze de Flanders, returned with their men to 
the earl, and related all they had feen. The earl 
fet off from Nevele, and went to Bruges : he dif- 
miffed his army to their different towns, arid fent 
thofe of the Franc, with the lord d'Anghien and 
the banners, to Oudenarde. 

The men of Ghent, on hearing that the earl had 
dilbanded his army and retired to Bruges, begaK 
to be in motion, by the inftigation of Pet^r du 
Bois, who faid to them ; ^ Come, let us take the 
field, and not be cool in carrying on this war, but 
(hew we are men of courage and enterprizc.* Up- 
wards of fifteen thoufand marched out of Ghent, 
and came before Courtray, to which they laid 
fiege during the time of the feaft and proceffion 
at Bruges in the year 138 1. They remained th^re 
for ten days, and burnt the fuburbs of Courjfay, 
with all the furrounding country. When thie ear! 
heard of this, he remanded all his gentlemen, and 
the garrifons and commonalty of Ypres and the 
Franc, and marched from Bruges with upward of 
^ twenty- 
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twenty-five thoufand men, taking the road to 
Courtray, with intentions of combating the ghent 
army and raifing the fiege. 

Peter du Bois, on receiving intelligence of the 
earl's march and ftrength, thought it beft jiot to 
continue the fiege: he decamped, and went to 
Deynfe and Nevele, where his army quartered 
themfelves, giving out they would there wait for 
the earl: at the fame time, th«y fignified their 
fituation to their townfmen, who ordered out the 
referve, that they might have a fuperior force of men 
at arms. Fifteen thoufand more men therefore 
inarched from Ghent to their army quartered at 
Deynfe and Nevele, where they encamped in the 
plain* 

When the earl arrived at Harlebecque, near 
Courtray, he heard the ghent men had retreated 
towards Ghent, and were quartered at Deynfe 
;md Nevele. He did not think proper to purfue 
them at that time, but difmilTed great part of his 
ztmy at Courtray, and fent the lord d'Anghieq, 
wd the Hamaulters, with his baftard fon the Haz^, 
to Oudenarde in garrifou. 
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CHAP. Lin. 

• ■ 

ARNOUL LE CLERC, CAPTAIN OF SOME TROOPS Of 
WHITE HOODS, DEFEATS SEVERAL OF THE EARV 
OF FLANDERS* NOBILITY-.— HE HIMSELF IS AFTER- 
WARDS DEFEATED A^D SLAIN* 

TVHEN Peter du Bois and the ghent army founi 
that it was hot the earl's iDteptioii to ad- 
vance againft them, they departed from : Deynfe 
and Nevele, and took a roundabout road tow^rd^ 
Oudenarde, on their return to Gheflt. The day 
they paifed Oudenarde, they detached a body from 
the army, under the command of Amoul le Clerd, 
who advanced as far as the barriers of the town to 
ikirmifh. The knights and fquires within could 
not refill combating with them, fo that many wiere 
flain and wounded on ^th fides. But thofe from 
Ghent did not continue the ikirmifh long : they 
returned to Ghent with their men, when each re- 
tired to his own houfe. 

Three days after, Arnoul le Clerc marched to 
Gavre with about twelve hundred white hoods ; 
and the caftle and caftlewick were garrifoned, to 
keep in check thofe in .Oudenarde. Arnoul le Clerc 
had not been there long before he was informed that 
fome knights and fquires had Tallied out of Oude- 
narde 
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narde iii fearch of adventures,- namely, the lord de 
Cornais, the lord de Remfelles, fir John de Vil* 
laines, the lord d'Anghien, le Gallois de Mamlnes, 
the baftard de Cornais and fir Blanchard de Ca- 
lemie. He therefore formed an ambufcade. and 
as thefe knights were on their return to Oudenarde, 
he fell upon them, when feveral were, flain, for 
mercy was (hewn to none. The horfes of the 
knights were brought very opportunely, when they 
made the beft of their way to Oudenarde ; on their 
arrival at the barriers, they difmounted and put 
themfelves in a poflure of defence, waiting for 
their men and fervants j ^ but, before they could 
re-enter the 4own^ they had left upwards of fixty 
dead on 'the field. 

Afnbul i6 Clerc, having performed this enter* 
prize^ toariihed that day to a monailery near Ber** ' 
ihem ; he - fdutKj that; Piferre d'Eftonnehoux and 
Gallois^e Mamines, with about a hundred of their 
<^ompahion6, had retreated into the town of Berv 
chem : he therefore immediately attacked the mor 
naftery whither they bad retired. Gallois de Ma- 
mines with difficulty efcaped from the back part of 
it, and having entered a boat, came by night to 
Oudenardej when he related to the lord d'Angbien, 
the lord de Montigny, fir Daniel de Halluyn and 
the other knights who were there, how Arnoul le 
Clerc, with the white hoods, had forced the mo«T 
naftery of Berch,em, and flain their companions } 
that he thought Pierre d'Eftonnehoux was killed ; 
as indeed he was, for Arnoul le Clerc and his men 
Iiad made him leap ovit of a window^ when he was 

received 
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received on the points of their fyekn and llain, 
which was a great lofs. 

The knights in Oudemarde^ on hearing that 
Arnoulie Clerc with about twelve hundred white 
hoods were quartered in Berchem ; that their 
companions were llain and the monaftery taken ; 
were very indignant^ and determined to fend off 
in the night fpies to obferve whither tfaey woidd 
march on the morrow. The fpies reported^ that 
the white hoods had iixed on Berchem for their 
quarters, which much pleafed thefe noblemen;- 

The lords d' Anghien^ de Montigny, de Brefiieily 
(ir Michael de la Hamarde, with upw^ds^ of fix 
hundred knights and fquires from. Haixmult^ inii 
mediately armed themfelves ; as did a like number 
from Flanders. Three hundred fpears' were in 
Oudenarde, with upwards of one thoufand crofs^ 
bows and ftout varletsJ They marchedito Ber^ 
chem, and, when near that place, they ilent foi'ward 
fir Oliver de Chem, with full one hundred lances^ 
to begin the attack, and to draw Arnoul Ic Cterc 
out of the monaftery, as well as to give time for 
the crofs-bows and ftout varlets, who were on foot, 
to come up and be properly arranged. 

Sir Daniel and fir Peter de Difquemac and 
the Haze de Flanders, fpurring their horfes, en- 
tered the fpace before the monaftery full gallop, 
crying out, * Flanders for the I^ion ! Flanders for 
tUe Baftard ! ' The ghent men, not fufpefting an 
ambufcade, for it was early morn, were not drefled, 
fo that before Arnoul le Clerc could colleft his 
men, the lord d'Anghien, the lord Lens, the lord 

de 
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de Brefueil, the lord de Cornsus, the lord de Mon* 
tigny, entered the back part of the town, with the 
army^ ciying out, ^ D'Anghien for the lord!* and 
attacked the ghent white hoods with fo much vi- 
gour that they could not withftand them, but^ 
breaking their ranks, were thrown into diforder ; 
and, of the twelve hundred, eleven hundred were 
flain in the monaftery, in the town and fields* 
Amoul le Clerc was alfo killed, as he was running 
away, by two pikes being thruit through him, 
tx^hich faftened him to a hedge. 

After this, defeat^ the lord d' Angbien with- the 
other knights returned to Oudenarde,- efteeming 
this enterprife a deed of great prowefs. The news 
of it greatly pleafed the earl of Flanders, who told 
the lord d'Anghien that be was a handfome and 
good child, and in time would be a moft valiant 
man. To fay the truth, the lord d'Anghien was 
the glory of the earl of Flanders, who dX that time 
refided at Bruges, and who did not call him coufm^ 
but fair fon. 
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CHAP, LIV. 

DURING THIS WAR, THE RICH CITIZENS 
GHENT ARE SUBJUGATED BY THEIR SOLDIERS. 
-^PHILIP VON ARTAYELD IS MADE OOYERNOK 

OF GHENT. 

I 

■flJHEN the news was carried to Ghent that Ar- 
noul le Clerc was ilain, and his men de* 
feated, many began to take alarm, and to fay 
among themfelves, * Our aflfairs go on very badly : 
by degrees, they will kill all oar captains and men: 
we have done ill to make this war upon the earl 
our lord, for by little and little he will defiroy us; 
The hatreds of Gilbert Matthew and John Lycm 
are now falling upon us, and we have too long 
followed the opinions of John Lyon and Peter du 
Bois: they have driven us into this war, and 
brought on us the hatred of our lord to fuch a 
degree that we (hall never be admitted to mercy, 
nor obtain a peace. It will be better that twenty 
or thirty fliould fuflfer than a whole city.' 

This was the converfation of feveral when to- 
gether in private, from their dread of the ill-inten- 
tioned who were of another way of thinking, and 
were daily adding to their power, though at the 
beginning they were but poor: workmen fcarcely 
worth a groat. They had now plenty of gold and 
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filver ; for, when in want, they complained to their 
leaders, who willingly liftened to them, and gave 
them advice by pointing out to them the richeft 
men in the town and faying, — * Go to fuch and fuch 
perfons, and tell them we winr to fpeak to them.* 
They direftly went, and thofe they fought were 
afraid to refufe following them. On their arrival^ 
they were told the good town of Ghent was in want 
of money to pay their foldiers, who were aiding to 
guard and preferve their rights and franchlfes, and 
that it was neceffary the workmen fbould live. 

They raifed inft^tly among themfelves the futn 
donanded ; for, had they refufed, diey would have 
l>een put to death, on pretence of being traitors to 
the good town of Ghent, and indifferent to its ho* 
nour or profit. 

Thus did thefe wicked people become mafters of 
the town, and continued fo as long as the war lafted 
againfl their lord. In truth, if the rich men and 
nobility of the town were beaten by fuch rods, one 
cannot pity, nor any way excufe them, for they 
were the primary caufe of all this mifchief. When 
the earl of Flanders fent thither his bailiff to do juf* 
dee on fome wicked perfons, could they not have 
remained fleady and have afTifted him in this ad, 
feeing the rebels were then in very fmall numbers? 
But it appeared they were quite indifferent whether 
the affair turned out well or ill, or if they had war 
or peace. They mufl have been fenfible, that if 
they made war on their lord, the ill-intentioned 
would be their matters and lords of the town, and 
that they could not turn them out when they 

pleafed. 
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pleafed« It wc^ld happen to them as to John de k 
Faucille, . who, .by diflembllng and quitting the 
town of Ghent to live in Hainault^ imagined he 
ihould be clear of all the wars in Flanders, as well 
as of thofe againft his lord by the town of Ghent, 
of which he was a native, and that nothing would 
be required from him : but in thb he was miftaken, 
fo that it caufed'^his death;, which was a pity, for 
John de la Fauciile was in his time a wife and able 
man. But in < thofe days. none could tHm between 
the lords and the townfmen,f6r they nfrere too clear 
fighted ; and though he Iqiew how to advife others 
very well, .yet in regard to himfelf he managed 
things badly, , 

I do not know, for a truth, if he v^ere guilty of 
all the charges on which he was examined by fir 
Simon Rain in the caftle of Lille, but his judges, 
with his adverfe fortune, turned againfl him, fo 
that he died : and ihus ic happened to all the leaders 
in Ghent, and thofe who encouraged them m their 
rel)ellioni againft their lord. Many others o£ Ghent 
periflied, who I hope were blamelefs« 

When Peter du Bois faw Ghent thus we&lkened 
in her captains and foldiers, and deferted *by her 
allies ; that the principal inhabitants began totire ; 
he fufpe&ed they would readily give tip the war, 
but that, whatever peace or treaty tliey fhould enter 
into with the earl, there would uot be any poffibility 
for him to lave his life. He dberefofe called to his 
fcecolle&ion Johh Lyon, who had been his mailer, 
and with what art he had worked : he iaw plainly 
he could not do every thing himfelf^. not having 
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fttfficient weight ndr knowledge to gprem the 
town ; neither did he wiih for the principal com- 
mandy being folely defirous of leading every mad 
enterprize: he» in confequence, turned his thoughts; 
to a man, of whom the city of Ghent had not any 
fufpicions, one of fufficient prudence, though his 
abilities were unknown^ for until that day they had 
not paid any attention to him : his name was Philip 
Yon Artaveld, fon of Jacob yoa Artaveld, who had 
ruled over all Flanders for feven years. 

Peter du Bbis had heard it related by his mafter, 
John Lyon, and the old people of Ghent, that the 
whole. country was never fo well governed, feared, 
loved and honoured as during the time of Jacob 
von Artaveld's reign, which laded for feven years : 
the inhabitants added, that if Jacob von 'Artaveld 
were alive, things would not be in the ftate they are 
now in: they Ihould have a peace accordmg to 
their wiihes, and the earl would be too happy to 
forgive them. 

Theie words made an impreflion on Peter du 
Bois: he recoUeded that Jacob von Artaveld had 
left a fon called Philip, t handfome and agreeable 
man, to whom the queen of England, when (he 
was at Ghent and during the time of the fiege of 
Toumay, had flood godmother, and who, from 
refped to her, had been chriflened Philip. Peter 
du Bois came one evening to Hiilip's houfe, who 
refided with his mother, maintaining themfelves ho^ 
nourably on their rents. Peter, having arranged 
in his own mind what he ihould fay, thus opened 
the matter and the caufe of his coming : ^ If yoa 
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Will lifteJDi to me^ and follow my advice, I ^ill makd 
you the greateft man in Flanders/ * How will 
you do this ?' replied Philip. * I will tell you how/ 
faid Peter : you (hall have the fole governmeut of 
Ghent ; for we are at this moment in the ufmoll 
want of a leader of a good name and fair chara£her : 
hj thi8 means we fhall roufe the men of Ghent 
through remembrance of your father's feme ; for 
every one (ays that Flanders was never fo flourifh*- 
iog, nor fo much feared, as during his lifedmew I 
will eafily place you, if you be willing, in his 
fituation ; and, when there, you will govern accord- 
ing to my advice undl you (hall find yourfelf mafter 
of the bufinels, which you will foon acquire/ 

PhiUp, who was arrived at manhood and natu« 
rally wifhed to advance himfelf in honour and 
wealth more than he then polfeflfed, replied, — 
* Peter, you ofier me great things ; and, if I be 
placed in the fituation you fay, I fwear on my faith, 
that I will never zQ, without your advice/ 

Peter aiked, — ^ Can you be cruel and proud ? 
for a great man among the commonalty, and in 
. particular among fuch as we (hall have to do with, 
will not be thought any thing worth if he be not 
feared and dreaded, and at times renowned for his 
cruelty. It is thus the Flemings wifh to be go« 
verned } and, among them, mens lives (hould be no 
mor^ valued, nor (hould they have more pity (hewn 
of them, than fwallows or larks, which are caught 
ia the. proper feafon for the table/ 
- ; * By my troth,* anfwered Philip, * I know well 
jbow to a^ this part/ ^ All : then goes well,' fai4 
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Peter. ^ You are juft fuch a one zi t watt, andl the 
chief I look for/ Oh faying thi«, he took leave? 
and departed to his own houfe. Night paCed, and 
day teturned, i^faen Peter du Bois went to a fquare 
v/here there were upwards of four thoufand of hi9 
followers and others, aflembied to hear the news^ 
to difcufs how matters ought to be carried on^ and 
who ihould be governor of the town. 

The lord de Harzelle was there, who chiefly 
conduced the affiurs of Ghent, but he would net 
undertake to do any thing- out of the totm : fome 
named hita for governor : others were alio noinin-^ 
ated. ' Peter, who was liftening attentively^ having 
heard many names, faifed his voice and foid i 
^ Gentlemen, I have paid every attention to all you 
have faidy and firmly believe you have beenindubed^ 
through your love and affedion for the^ humour 
and wealth of the town of Ghent, to pro{>ore fueh 
who are worthy to have a fhare in the government 
of this city J but I know one vfho in no way iai 
thinking of ic^ and if he would undertake the go- 
vernment, there could not be any one found of 
greater abilities, nor oi a more propitious name/ 
Peter du Bois was called upon to name him, which 
he di<l by faying, ^ it was I%ilip von ArtaVeid, who 
was chriftened at the font of St. Peter^s in Ghent 
by that noble queen of England, Philipps^, who 
was his godmother at the time when hi^ father, 
Jacob von Artaveld, was at the fiege of Totfrnay 
with the king of England, the duke ^£ Brafesint, 
the duke of Gueldres ahd the earl of Hainault; 
^hich Jacob von Artaveld, his father, governed 

the 
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the town of Ghent and the country of Flanders 
better than has ever been done fince, from all I 
hear from thofe inhabitants who have it ftrong in 
their memories : Flanders had been for fome time 
loft, if through his fenfe and.good fortune he had 
not regained it. Now, it behoves us to love the 
branches from fuch a valiant man, m preference to 
any other perfon.* No fooner had Peter du Bois 
done fpeaking than the idea of Philip von Artavcld 
filled every one's mind, and encouraged them fa 
rtiuch that they unanimoufly cried out ; * Let him' 
be fought for : we will not have any one but himf 
for our governor/ * No, no,* faid Peter du Bois : 

* we will not fend for him : it will be much better 
we go to his houfe, for we do not at prefent know 
how he will take it. We ought not by any mean^ 
la fufFer him to excufe himfelf from accepting it.' 

At thefe words, thofe prefent took the road t& 
Philip's houfe, followed by many others who had 
been informed of their intentions. When they ar- 
rived there, the lord de Harzelle, Peter du Bois, 
Pfeter la Nuitee, and about ten* of twelve of the 
principal tradefmen, addrefled him, faying, * that 
the good town of Ghent was in the greatcft danger 
for want of a chief, with whom alliances might be 
formed both at home and abroad, and that all ranks' 
of people in Ghent had given him their voices and 
chofen him to be their fovereign; for the good re- 
membrance of his name, and the love they had 
borne to his father, made him more agreeable to 
them than any one elfe. For which reafons they 
entreated him affectionately to take on him the go- 

• Vol. V, Y vernment 
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vernment of the town, with the manag^ent of 
their affairs both within and without, and they 
would fwear to him obedience and loyaUy as com- 
pletely as to their lord. They likewife engaged to 
bring every one, how great foever he might be, 
under his obedience.* 

Philip, after hearing every thing they had to fay, 
made the following prudent reply : ' Gentlemen, 
you require great things from me; and I ftiould 
imagine you have not weighed the matter fo ma- 
turely as it ought to have been, when you offer me 
the government of Ghent, You fay, the affeftion 
your anceftors had for my father has been your 
great inducement : when he had performed for 
them every fervice in his power, they murdered 
him. If I fhould accept the government in the 
manner you requeft, and be afterwards murdered, 
I fhall gain but a miferable recompence/ 

* Philip,* faid Peter du Bois, who caught at thefe 
words which feemed to make his choice doubtful,- 
* what has paffed cannot now be amended : yoa 
will aft from the advice of your council, and by 
thus continuing you will ever be fo well advifed that 
all mankind fhall praife you.* 

Philip anfwered; 'I fhould never wifh to aft 
otherwife.' 

They then elefted him ; and, condufting him ta. 
the market-place, he was there fworn into ofBce^j 
The mayors, fheriffs and rulers of companies were 
alfo fworn to obey him. 

In this manner was Philip von Artaveld made fo-; 
vereign of Ghent. He acquired great popularity 
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at the commencement ; for he fpoke to every one 
who had any bufmefs \vith him politely and pru- 
dently, fo that he was beloved by all. He gave a 
part of the revenues which the earl of Flanders had 
in Ghent as his inheritance to the lord de Harzelle, 
out of affeftion to him, and to enable him the better 
to fupport his rank ; for he had loft every thing he 
poiTeiTed without the walls of the town. 

We will now for a time leave thefe affairs of 
Flanders, and fpeak of thofe of England and 
Portugal. 



CHAP. LV. 

A WAR BETWEEN THE KINGS OF CASTILLE 

AND PORTUGAL* 

VOU have before heard related the death of king 
Henry of CaftUle, and that his eldeft fon, don - 
John, was crowned in his ftead. His queen alfo, 
who was daughter to king Peter of Arragon, was 
crowned with him. A war broke out between king^ 
Ferdinand of Portugal and the king of Gaftille on 
certain difputes between them ; but principally on 
account of the two daughters of Peter king ot 
Caftille, who were married in England ; the eldeft," 
Coiiftance, to the duke of Lancafter, aftid Ifabella 
jto the eari of Cambridge. The king of Portugal 
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declared, that it was unj^uft aiid llkgal in the king 
p( Caftille to difi^herit, without caufe, his two 
coufii^ ; and that it was not becomisig that t\so 
noble ladies of fuch hjgh bkth fl^uld be difinhe-^ 
rit€d from their rights : it was alfo. improper that 
this affair fliould become old and forgotten^ fa thab 
thele ladies would never be able to iregain their pof* 
feflions : that for him, whp was one of the sbeareA 
relsktions they bad^L he would never confent ta it, 
Ippth for the love pf God and his defire to Dialn<t 
tain juftice, to which every good Chriftian fliould 
incline. 

He fent therefore his defiance to the king of 
Caftille, whom all Spain had crowned; and the 
king of Portugal made war upon him for the rea- 
fons above mentioned. Don John defended him- 
felf valiantly, and ordered to the frontiers and to 
his garrifons numbers of men at arms, to oppofe 
hiS; en^mieS) f^ th^^ he lo^* nothing at the bre^ki^g 
out of hoftilities.. He had, with him fome of the 
ableft and moft prudent of french chivalry, who 
affifted l^fm greatl(y^ by their arms ari4 ^>^ifce ; fuch 
^ the b^gMie. de Yrllai^es,/ir Feter hi3Xoii^ fir John 
dp Bergettes, fijr Williapi de J^ignac, fir Waiter d^ 
Pui^ap, tivs, lord de^ la Tancfe, fin Jiolm ^adt fiu 
Triflrram de Roye,. a^ ma»y morie,, wAp hadigcmi^ 
to Sp^ o^ the- dpj>^'ture pf the, eg^ pf !l^c^g<^ 
IjW^ftpm ^ixt^ny j for the kiiig of Fra^Q^ whpi 
h^d great coni^eQion^ and of a Ipng Qaodi^grwi^ 
the. Hing of CafliUe,. hsijd. fent; them. thidi<er# 

The king q£ Porti^g^l, on finding thi$,^tfeQilght U 
advifa};>la to fend ambafT^dors tp. ^nglsusjd: to the 
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Idng and hJs uncles, to requeft fuccours from them, 
that he might be able to carry on a fuccefsful war 
againft the king of Caftille. He called to him one 
of his knights, a valiant and prudent man, as well 
as a great lord^ called John Ferrande, and told hitn 
his intentions in thefe words : * John, yoU will 
carry thefe credential letters to England* I cannot 
fend thither a more able ambaifador than yourfelfj 
nor one who Is better informed of all my affairs : 
jrdu will therefore commend me to the king^ on 
pf^fenting thefe letters^ and let him know that I am 
fupporting the rights of my coufiris, his aunts, for 
their inheritance of Caftille and Spain i and thslt I 
hare all-eady waged war againft him, who^ throiigh 
die influence of France, has taken poffeffidti of it j 
but that I am not fufficiently ftrdiig in myfelf, nor 
have I i-efources to oppofe him, nor to conquer 
fttch heritages as Caftille, Galicia and Seville^ Fbf 
which reafon, I entreat him to fend me his fhir 
uncle the duke of Lancafter, with his wife and 
daughter^ my coufins^ and a number of met! at arms 
and archersi On their arrival hither, we will carry 
oti fuch a war, if it (hoUld pleafe God^ that we will 
tecovef theit" inheritances.* 

^ My lol"d,' replied the knight, * with pleafure 
will I carry your meflage/ He Wafe not long be«- 
fote he embarked on board a ftrong veftel fit for 
the voyage, slnd failed from the harbour of Lift)on ; 
when, having fevourable winds, he arrived » at Ply- 
mouth the fame day and fame tide that the earl of 
Bockhlgbam rettiriied thither, ivith part of his 
^eei, from Brittafay. 

•^ The 
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The Englifli had unfortunately loft at fea three 
of their fhips, full of men and ftores, and had been 
fo much feparated by contrary winds, that they ar- 
rived, not without great danger, in three diflferent 
ports of England. 

The earl of Buckingham was rejoiced at the ar- 
rival of the portuguefe knight, whom he moft gra- 
doufly received. On his inquiring after news, he 
told him enough, as well of Spain as of Portugal. 

They continued their journey together, until 
they came to the good city of London, where the 
king was. 

On the earl of Buckingham's airrival, the city of 
London entertained him magnificently. He weRt 
to Weftminfter to wait on the king, who was there 
with his two uncles, the duke of Lancafter and earl 
of Cambridge, and took the knight from Portugal 
with him, whom he prcfented to the king and to 
his brothers. 

When the king and the above-named lords were 
made acquainted with the fubjed of his comings 
they feemed to be much pleafed, and paid him great 
refpeft. He delivered his letters to the king, who 
• read them in the prefence of his uncles; for you 
muft know the king did nothing without the advice 
of thefe uncles, being at that time very young. 

The knight was queftioned, notwithftanding the 
letters he had brought with him, on the fubjefl: of 
his coming from Portugal : his anfwers were pru- 
dent and -proper, according to the propofitions 
which have been mentioned before. When the 
lords had fully heard all he had to £iy, they faid^ 
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— * Many thanks to our fiiir coufin the king of Por- 
tugal, who, to ferve us, has made war on our ad- 
verfery. What he requires is but reafonable, and 
he (hall be fpeedily fuccoured. The king will con- 
fider in what manner he Ihall arrange this bufmefs.' 
No further converfation paffed. The foreign knight, 
having brought fuch agreeable tidings to the duke 
of Lancafter and earl of Cambridge, was much 
feaited, and dined mth the king« He remained 
about fifteen days, and until a week before the feaft 
of St. George, with the king and his uncles. Sir 
Robert de Namur was alfo there, who had come to 
do homage to the king for what he poffeffed in 
England. The parliament was alfo fummoned to 
meet at Weltminfter, as well on account of this 
emfeaffy from Portugal as upon the affairs of Scot- 
land, the truce between the two countries ending 
the firft of June. - 

The prelates and barons of England held many 
i>ouiicils to confider this bufinefs : they were not 
for fending the duke of Lancafter to Portugal, fome 
faying it was a long voyage for him, and that they 
might repent of his going, for the Scots were mak- 
ing great preparations to invade England. It was 
at laft determined that the duke of Lancafter, who 
was well acquainted with Scotland and its inhabit- 
ants, fliould go to the borders, and learn what were 
the intentions of the Scots ; for of all the barons of 
England he knew beft how to condud a treaty, 
and the Scots would do more for him than for any 
other perfoa. They likewife refolved that the earl 
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of Cambridge fhould embark for Portugal with five 
hundred fpears and as many archers ; and if thp 
duke of Lancafter could manage the 3cot3^ sn^^ 
without difhonouring England, conclude a truce 
for three, years, he might go likewife, if the king 
approved of it in council, about Auguft or Sep* 
tember, to Portugal to reinforce the army of hU 
brother. There was another reafon why the duke 
of Lancafter ought to remain in England: the 
king had fent ambafladors, with the duke of Saxony 
and the archbifhop of Ravenna, to the emperor c^ 
Germany, tp demand his fifter in marriage and to 
obtain his anfwer ; for there had been great negov 
tiations on this fubjed for upwards of a year. The 
bifhop of St. David's and (ir Simon Burley were 
the ambaifadors, on the part of Englandt to afliit 
and bring it to a conclufion. 

The king and his lords agreed to this determiner 
ation, when the parliament broke up. Lifts were 
made out of thofe barons and knights who were to 
accompany the earl of Cambridge to PortugaL 
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CHAP. LVL 

THE EARL OF CAMBRIDGE SAILS FOR PORTU- 
GAL. — THE DUKE OF LANCASTER GOES TO 
THE BORDERS OF SCOTLAND, TO MAKE A 
TRUCE WITH THE SCOTS* 

nPHE duke of Lancafter, having made his pre- 
parations, left the king and his brothers. Oa 
taking leave of the earl of Cambridge, he (wore to 
him, by his faith, that on his return from Scotland^ 
he would fpeedily follow him to Portugal, if no 
hindrance which he could not then forefee hap- 
pened in England to prevent him. On this, the 
duke departed, taking the road to Scotland, and at* 
tended only by thofe of his houfehold. 

In this parliament, the earl of Northumberland 
was appointed lieutenant of all Northumberland, 
the bifhoprick of Durham, and as much of Wales 
as to the banks of the Severn : he therefore left 
London for thofe parts, but it was about fifteen 
days after the departure of the duke of Lancafler. 

The earl of Cambridge took leave of the king 
and his brother the earl of Buckingham, to 
complete the forces for the expedition he had im* 
dertaken to command. He made his rendezvous 
at Plymouth, where he was the firft who arrived, 
bringing with him his lady Ifabella and his fon John, 
whom he intended carrying with him to Portugal. 

The 
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The earl of Cambridge was accompanied by 
many noblemen, fuch as fir Matthew Gournay con- 
ilable of the army, the canon de Robefart, fir John 
Newcaftle, fir William Beauchamp marfhal of the 
army, the fouldich de TEftrade, the lord Botreaux, 
the lord de Charlton, fir William Helmon, fir Tho- 
mas Symon, fir Nicholas Windfor, fir John Car- 
^rQt and feveral others. There were alfo men at 
arms to the amount of five hundred, and as many 
archers. 

Thefe lords and their men came to Plymouth, 
where they quartered themfelves and in the ad- 
joining villages. They loaded their veffels by little 
and little } but no horfes were to be embarked, as 
iha voyage was too long frohi England to Lifbon. 
The portuguefe knight was with them, intending 
to accompany them to his country. They remain* 
ed upwards of three weeks on the coaft, getting 
ready their provifion and fl:ores, and waiting for fa- 
vourable weather. 

The duke of Lancafter continued his journey 
towards Scotland until he came to Berwick, which 
is the laft town in that part of England. When ar- 
rived there, he halted, and fent a meiTage to Scot- 
land to acquaint the barons he was come thither to 
ride the borders, as had always been cuftomary ; 
and, if they were defirous of doing the fame firft, 
they had befl: to inform him of it, otherwife he well 
knew what he was to do. 

The duke's herald rode to Edinburgh, where 
king Robert of Scotland, the earl of Douglas, the 
earl of Mar^the earl of Moray and all the principal 
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barons of Scotland were affembled. They had 
heard the duke of Lancafter was come to treat with 
them, and had thus aflembled in the chief town of 
Scotland, where the herald met them. 

The herald pund:ually e;^ecuted his meflage. He 
was favourably liftened to, and had a friendly an- 
fwer from the fcots barons, who faid^ they would 
willingly hear what the duke had to propofe. The 
herald brought back with him paffports from the 
duke and his people, to laft as long as they fho^Ut 
remain on the borders and during the parleys. The 
herald, having received thefe afluraaces, came back 
to Berwick and related what he had dopie. 

Upon this, the duke departed from Berwick, 
leaving all his ftores in that towii, and took the 
road to Roxburgh, where he lay. On th^ morrow, 
he was lodged in the. abbey of Me}rofe on the 
Tweed, which divides the two kingdoms of Scot- 
land and England. The duke and his attendants 
remained there until the Scots were come to 
Lambir-law, three (hort leagues oflf. On dieir ar- 
rival, they fignified it to the duke, when imme- 
diately negotiations were begun between the Scots 
and Englifh, and which lafled for upwards of fif- 
teen days. 
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CHAP. LVO. 

THB POPULACE OF KMGLAND R£B£L AGAINSl* 

THE NOBILirr. 

\\rHILE thefe conference^ were going forward^ 
there ha{ipened in England great cdmiiio* 
rions among the lower ranks of the people^ by 
which England was near ruined without tefource^ 
Never was a country in fuch jeopardy as this was at 
that period^ and all through the too great comfort 
of the commonalty. Rebellion was ftirred up^ as 
it was formerly done in France by the Jacques 
Bons-homtnes^who did much evil, and fore troubled 
the kingdom of France. 

It is marvellous from what a trifle this peftilence 
raged in England. In order that it may ferve as an 
example to mankind, I will fpeak of all that was 
done, from the information I had at the time on the 
fubjeft. 

It is cuflomary in England, as well as in feveral 
other countries, for the nobility to have great pri- 
vileges over the commonalty, whom they keep in 
bondage ; that is to fay, they are bound by law 
and cuftom to plow the lands of gentlemen, to 
harveft the grain, to carry it home to the barn, to 
thrafh and winnow it: they are alfo bound to 
harveft the hay and carry it home. All thefe fer- 
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vices they are obliged to perform for their lords^ 
and many more in England than in other countries* 
llie prelates and gendemen are thus ferved. In 
the coundies of Kent, E&x, Sufiex and Bedford^ 
thefe fervices are more opprcffive than in all the 
reft of the kingdom.. 

The eviUdifpofed in thefe difbkts began tO; rife, 
faying, they were too feverely oppreffed; that at 
the beginning of the wprld there were no flayes^ 
and that no one ought to be treated as fuch^ unleia 
he had committed txeafon againft his lord^ as Lu^ 
cifer had done againft Gen. : but they had done na 
fiich thing, for they were neither angek hoc ^niits^ 
but men formed after die fame likenefs witb their 
k)rds^ who treated them; as beafts. This they would 
not longer bear, but had determined to be free, 
and if they laboured or (£d any other works for 
theii! k)rds, they would be paid &r it. 

A crazy prieft in the county of Kent, called John 
Ball, who,ft>r his abfiird preaching, had been thrice 
confined in the prilbn of the archbilhop of Canter- 
bury, was greatly inftrumental in inflaming then» 
with thofe ideas^ He was accuftomed, every Sun- 
day after mafs,as the people were coming out of the 
church, to> preach to them: in the mark^place and 
aflemble a crowd around him ; to whom^.he would 
fay, — ' My good friends, things cannot ga on well 
ia Ei^Jand, nor ever will until every thktg ihall be 
in common ; when there ihall neither be vaftal noF 
k)rd, and' all diftin^ons^ levelled } when the lords 
ftiall be no mor<e mafters than burfeh^s^^ Haow ilt 
have diey u&d us I and &^ w&ai^ reafon do^ they 
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tbus hold us in bondage? Are we not all defcend<» 
ed from the fame parents^ Adani and Eve ? and 
what can they fhew, or what reafons give, why 
they fhould be more the mafters than ourfelves ? 
except, perhaps, in making us labour and work, 
for them to fpend. They are clothed in velvets 
and rich fluffs, ornamented with ermine and other 
furs, while we are forced to wear poor doth. 
They have wines, fpices and fine bread, when we 
have only rye and the refufe of the fhraw ; and, if 
we drink, it muft be water. They have handfome 
feats and manors, when we mufl brave the wind 
and rain in our labours in the field ; but it is from 
oiir labour they have wherewith to fupport their 
pomp. We are called flaves ; and, if we do not 
perform our fervices, we are beaten, and we have 
not any fovereign to whom we can complain, or 
who wifhes to hear us and do us juflice. Let ns 
go to the king, who is y9ung, and remonfltate 
with him on our fervitude, telling him we mufl 
have it otherwife, or that we fhall find a remedy 
for it ourfelves. If we wait on him in a body, all 
thofe who come under the appellation of flaves, or 
are held in bondage, will follow us, in the hopes 
of being free. When the king fhall fee us, we fhall 
obtain a favourable anfwer, or we muft then feek. 
ourfelves to amend our condition.' 

With fuch words as thefe did John Ball harangue 
the people, at his village, every Sunday after mafs, 
for which he was much beloved by them. Some 
who wifhed no good d^lared it was very true, and 
-murmuring to each other, as they were going td 
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the fields, on the road from one village to aiiothcfy 
or c^t their diflferent houfes, faid, * John Ball 
preaches fiich and fuch things, and he fpeakst 
truth/ 

The archbifliop of Canterbury, on being in-: 
formed of this, had John Ball arretted, and impri-- 
foned for two or three months by way of puniflv 
ment ; but it would have been better if he hiad 
been confined during his life, or been put to death, 
than to have been fuffered thua to aft. The arch* 
bifhop fet him at liberty, for he could not for 
confcience fake have put him to death. The mo^ 
ment John Ball was out of prifon, he returned to 
his former errors. 

Numbers in the city of London having heard 
of -his preaching, being envious of the rich men 
and nobility, began to fay among themfelves, that 
the kingdom was too badly governed, and the no-^ 
bility had feized on all the gold and filver coinv 
Thefe wicked Londoners, therefore, began to af- 
femble and to rebel : they fent to tell thofe in the 
adjoining counties, they might come boldly to, 
London, and bring their companions with them, 
for they would find the town open to them, and 
the commonalty in the fame way of thinking ; that 
they would pr^fs the king fo much, there ftxould 
no longer be a Have in England. 

Thefe promifes ftirred up thofe in the counties 
of Kent, EiTex, SuiTex and Bedford, and the ad- 
joining country, fo that they marched towards 
London; and, when they arxived near, they were 
upwards of fixty thouland* . . They had a leader 
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called Wat Tylet, and with him trere Jack Straw 
and John Ball : thefe three were their commartders, 
but the priiKipal was Wat Tyler. Thk Wat had 
been a tiler of houfcs, a bad man, and a great 
enemy to the nobility. When thefe wicked people 
firft began to rife, all London^ except their friends, 
were very much frightened. The; mayor and rich 
citizens afTembled in council, on hearing they 
were coming to London, and debated whether 
they ihould fhut the gates and refufe to admit 
them; but, having well confidered, they deter- 
mined not to do fo« as they ihould run a rifit of 
kaving the fuburbs burnt. 

The gates were therefore thrown open, wheR 
chey entered in troops of one or two hundred, by 
^ tfwenties or thirties, according to the populoufnefs 
^f the towns they came from ; and as they came 
into London they lodged themfelves. But it is a 
truth, that full two-thirds of thefe people knew 
not what they wanted, nor what they fought for : 
diey followed one another like (heep, or like to 
Aie fliepherds of old, who faid they were going to* 
conquer the holy land, and afterwards accomplished 
nothing. In fuch manner did thefe poor fellows^ 
and vaffals come to London from diftances of a 
hundred and fixty leagues, but the greater part? 
from thofe counties I have mentioned, and ott 
their arrival they demanded to fee the king. 

The gentlemen of the country, the knights and> 
fi^uires, began to be alarmed when they faw the 
people thus rife ; and^ if tlhey were frightened, 
they had fuificient reafon, fof Ms caufes^ create 
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fear* They began, to coiled together as well a^ 
they could. 

The fame day that thefe wicked men of Klen^ 
were on their road towards London, the princefs 
of Wales, mother to the king, was returning from 
a pilgrimage to Canterbury* She ran great riiks 
from them ; for thefe fcoundrels attacked her car^ 
and caufed much confufion, which greatly fright* 
ened the gobd lady, left they fhould do fome vio« 
lence to her or to her ladies* God, however, pre* 
ferved her from this, and (he came in one day from 
Canterbury to London, without venturing to make 
any Hop by the way. Her fon Richard was this 
day in the Tower of London : thither the princefs 
came, and found the king attended by the earl of 
Salifbury, the archbiihop of Canterbury, fir Ro* 
bert de Namur, the lord de Gommegines and 
feveral more, who had kept near his perfon frK>m 
fufpicions of his fubjeds who were thus afiembling^ 
without knowing what they wanted* This rebel* 
lion was well known to be in agitation in the king's 
palace, before it broke out and the country people 
had left their homes j to which the king applied no 
remedy, to the great aftoniihment of ^very one* 

In order that gentlemen ^ and others may take 
example, and correct wicked rebels, I will moft 
amply d^tsdl how this bufinefs was condu«ea« 
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CHAP. lVIIL 



THIC POPULACE OF ENGLAND COMMIT M^MK?. 
CRUELTIES ON THOSE IN OFFICIAL ^ITUATIPNI;. 
«^tHBY SEND A KNIGHT AS AMPA$SAI>0)IL . TO; 
THE KING. 
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/^N Monday preceding the feaft of th^ holy fat 
; crament, in the year -i 38 1^ did th^fe people 
Hally forth from their homes, tp come to ^London 
to remonftrate with the king, that all' might b< 
made free, for they would not there ihpuld be aay 
(laves in England. At Canterbury, they met Jphi| 
Ball (who thought he fhould find there the arch^ 
)>iihop, but he was at London), Wat Tyler an4 
Jack Straw. On their entrance into Canterborj^ 
they were much feafled by every one, for tltue vo^ 
faabitams were of their way x>f thinking; and^ hay- , 
|i]tg )xeld a council, they refolved to march to Loii- 
doQ, and alfo to fend emiifaries acrofs the Thames 
40 Efiex, Suffolk, Bedford and other counties, to 
|>refs the people to march to London on that fide, 
smd thus, as it were, to furround it, which the Xskig 
would not b^ able to prevent* It was their inten- 
tion that all the different parties fhould be colleded 
together on the feaft of the holy facrament, or on 
the following day. 

Tbofe who bad come to Canterbury entered the 
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church of St. Thomas, and did much damage: 
they pillaged the apartments of the archbiihop^ 
faying as they were carrying off different articles,~» 
f This chancellor of England has had this piece of 
furniture very cheap : he muft now give us an ac« 
coimt of the revenues of England, and of the large 
fums he has levied iince the coronation of the 
kingr' After they had defrauded the abbey of St* 
Vincent, they fet off in the mommg, and all the 
populace of Canterbury with them, taking the roa4 
towards Rochefter. They collected the people 
from the villages to the right and left, and marched 
along like a temped, deftroying every houfe of an 
attorney or king's pro£lor, or that belonged to the 
archbiihop, fparing none. 

On their arrival at Rochefter, they were much 
feafted, for the people were waiting for them, bdng 
of their party. They advanced to the cgfUe, and 
feizing a knight called fir John de Newtoun, who 
was conftable of it and captain of the town*, they 
told him that he mud accompany them as their 
commander in chiefs and do whatever they ihould 
wifh. The knight endeavoured to excufe himfelf^ 
and offered good reafons for it, if they had been 
liftened tO( but they faid to him, ^ Sir John, if 
you will not a0: as we fhall order, you are a deacl 
man.' The knight, feeing this outrageous mob 
ready to kill him, complied with their recjueft, and 
very unwillingly put himfelf at their head* They 

> ■ I ■ ■ ' I ' I. . 1 I I . . ■ I y 

* ' John de Newtoun was oonftaUe of thb caftle (Rocheller) 
t^BQ ^ )dj^f lUciidrd.* Hqfi€d!i( Kent, vol. jx. p, |j. 
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had afted in a fimilar manner in the other contt« 
ties of England, in EfTex, SuiFolk, Cambridge, 
Bedford, Stafford, Warwick and Lincoln, where 
they forced great lords and knights, fuch as the 
lord Manley, a great baron, fir Stephen Hales, fir 
Thomas CofHngton, to lead and march with them« 
Now, obferve how fortunately matters turned out, 
for had they fucceeded in their intentions they 
would have deftroyed the whole nobility of Eng- 
land: after this fuccefs, the people of other na^ 
tions would have rebelled, taking example from 
thofe of Ghent and Flanders, who were in adual 
rebellion againfl: their lord% 

In this fame year the Parifians aded a fimilar 
part, arming themfelves with leaden maces. They 
were upwards of twenty thoufand, as I (hall relate 
when I come to that part of my hiftoryj but I will 
firil go on with this rebellion in England* ^ 

^ When thofe who had lodged at Rochefler had 
done all they wanted, they departed, and, croifing 
tlie river, came to Dartford, but always following 
their plan of deftroying the houfes of lawyers or 
prodors on the right and left of their road* ' In 
their way, they cut oflf feveral mens heads, and con- 
tinued their march to Blackheath, where they fixed 
their quarters : they faid they were armed for the 
king and commons of England. 

When the citizens of London found they were 
quartered fo near them, they clofed the gates of 
London-bridge : guards were placed there by or- 
ders of fir William Walv/orth, mayor of London, 
, and feveral rich citizens who were ijLot of their 
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l^arty i but there were in the city more than thirty 
thoufand who favoured them. 

Thofe who were at Blackheath had- informatioa 
of this : they fent, therefore, their knight to fpeak 
with the king, and to tdl him^ that what they were 
doing was for his fervice, for the kingdom had 
been for feveral years wretchedly governed, to the 
great 'difhonour of the realm and to the oppreffion 
of the lower ranks of the people, by his uncle^,^ 
by the clergy^ and in particular by the archbifhop 
of Canterbury, his chancellor, from, whom they 
would have an account of his miniftry. 

The knight dared not iay nor do any thing to 
the contrary, but, advancing to the Thames oppo« 
fite the Tower, he took boat and croffed over. 
While the king and thofe with him in the Tower 
were 'in great fufpenfe, and anxious to receive 
fome intelligence, the knight came on fhore : way 
was made for him, and he was conduced to the 
king, who was in axi apartment with the princefe 
bis mother. Th^re were alfo with the king his 
two maternal brothers, the earl of iSi^ent and fir 
John Holland, the earU of Salifbury, Warwick^ 
Suffolk, the archbifhop of Canterbury, the great 
prior of the Templars in England, fir Robert de 
Namur, the lord de Ver tain, the lord de Gomme- 
gines, fir Henry de Sauffelles, the mayor of Lon- 
don and feveral of the principal citizens. 

Sir John Newtoun, who was well known to 
them all, for he was one of the king's officers, cafl: 
lumfelf on his knees and.faid,*— ^ My much re- 
y doubted 



doubted tord) do not be difpleafed tx^th me fof ^ 
meflage I am about to deliver to you ; lor, liiy deftt 
ford} thf Ough force I am come hither/ 

^ By no means, fir John, tell us what you anf 
charged with : we hold you excufed«* * My very 
f edoubted lord, the commons of your realm fend 
ine to you to entreat you would come and fpeak 
^ith them on Blackheath. They wiih to have no 
one but yourfelf ; and you need not fear for your 
i^tfon, for they will not do you the lead harm : 
they always have refpe£ted and will refped: you as 
their king; but they will tell you many dilligs^ 
%hich, they fay, it is neceflary yoUr (hould bear ; 
frith whicb, however, they have not empowered 
ihe to acquaint you. But, dear lord, have Ao 
goodnefs to give me fuch an anfwer as^ may fatiftfy 
them, and that they may be convmced I have really 
been in your prefence ; for they have my children 
as hoflages for my return, whom they will afltiredly 
ptft to death, if I do not go back*' 

The king replied, ' You fhall fpeedily have za 
anfwer/ Upon this, he called a council to coftr 
fider what was to be done. The king was advifed 
to fay, that if on Thurfday they would come down 
to the river Thames, he would without fail fpeak 
with them. Sir John Newtoun, on recdvi]^ this 
adfwer, was well fatisfied therewith, and, taking 
leave of the king and barons, departed : having 
faltered his boat, he recroffed the Thames, and 
returned to Blackheath, wh^re he had left upwards 
of fixty thoufand men. He toU them from the 
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hkigi diat if they Wookl feud oa the ittDitow motA-r 
ing their leaders to the Thames^ the king vouki 
come and hear what they had to fay. 

This aafwer gave great pleafure, and they yBttre 
eotiteAt^d with it : they pafled the night as weD as 
they could ) but you muft know that one-fourdi 
of them fafted for want of provifion^ as tb^ ha^ 
not brought any iirith them, at wh^ch they were 
mudh veiled, as may be fnppofed. 

At this time, the earl of Buckingham was it 
Wales, where he poffeflfed great eftates in right ol 
ys wife, who "was daughter of the earl of Hereford 
Ani Motthampton ; but the common report about 
^tcmdoH was^ diat he favoured thefe people : Ibme 
iSkire&it fdr a truth, as having feen him among 
them, becaufe there was one Thomas very much 
refembling him, from the county of Cambridge. 
^ As for the englifli barons who were at Hy- 
mouth, making preparations for their voyage, ihey 
had heard of this rebellion, and that the pea|de 
were rifing in all parts of the kingdom. Fearful 
left their voyage ilK)uld be prevented, or that the 
populace, as they had done at Southampton, Win- 
chelfea and Arundel, fliould attack them, they 
heaved their anchors, and with fome difficulty left 
the harbour, for the wind was againft them, and 
put to fea, when they caft anchor to wait for a 
wind. 

The duke of Lancafter was on the borders, be- 
tween la Morlane *, Roxburgh and Melroie, hokk 

* La Morlane;^ Lambir-law. — Macpker/on's Qeog. Ittufi, of 
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ing conferences ^th the Scots : he had alfo re^ 
cdved intelligence of this rebellion, and the danger 
hb perfbn was in, for he well knew he was unpo- 
pular with the common people of England. Not« 
withftanding this, he managed his treaty very pru- 
dently with the Scots commiflioners, the earl of 
Douglas, the earl of Moray, the earl of Sutherland, 
the earl of Mar and Thomas de Vefey. The Scotf- 
men who were condu£dng the treaty on the part 
if the king and the country knew alfb of the re- 
bellion in England, and how the populace were 
rifing every where agamft the nobility. They £dd» 
that England was fhaken and in great (bnger of 
being ruined, for which in their treaties they bor.e 
the harder on the duke of Lancafter and his 
coundU 

We will now return to the commonalty o£ 
Ei^^land, and fay how they continued in tl^eir 
rebellion. 
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CHAP. LK. 

• » 

THE COMMON AI«TT OF BKGLANB £KT£lt Lt)K«» 
Z)OK» WHBRB THBY COMMIT MANY CRUBLTIfie 
AND OUTRAGES. — THBY PUT TO DEATH THS 
ARCHBISHOP OF CANTERBURY AND 8EVERAJU 
OTHBRS. 

r\N Corpus Chrifti day, king Richard hetird mafs^ 
in the Tower of London, with ail his lords, 
and afterwards entered his barge, attended by the 
earls of Salifbury, Warwick and Suffolk, with 
oAer knights. He rowed down the Thames to* 
wards Rotherhithe, a manor belonging to the 
c^own, where were upwards of ten thoufand mai^ 
who had come from Bkckheath to fee the king 
and to fpeak to him : when they perceived his barge 
approach, they (et up fuch ihouts and ericas if all 
the devils in hell had been in their compaay. Thef 
had their knight, fir John Newtoun, vdth them ; 
for, in cafe the king had not come and they £cumd 
he had made a jeft of them, they would, las they 
had threatened, have cut him to pieces.* ..fb \' 
: When the king and his lords £iw.^th& jc^owd of 
people, and the wildnefs of their manner,* rthere 
wasx^ot one among them fo bold. and determftied 
but felt alarmed : the king was adviled i^f h^ 
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batons not to land, but to have his barge rowed 
up and down the river. 

* What do ye wifli for ?' demanded the king : 
* I am come hither to hear what you have to fay/ 
Thofe near him cried out with one voice,-—* Wc 
wifli thee to land, When We wiU remonftrate with 
thee, and tell thee more at our eafe what our wants 
arew^ Tht tarl of Salifbury theit relied fibr Urn 
king, and faid, — ^ Gentlemen, you are hot ]^- 
IMsrIy dreffed, nor in a fit condition for the Hahg to 
talk with you/ 

Nothing more was faid ; for the king was de- 
iired to return to the Tower of London, from 
WhnciB b»> had ki ant. When th^ :peo{iieiaSf 
tji6y dould obtain iK)thing more, they were.infliimed 
with paflidnf and went badk to Blackhcath,. wfaera 
due m^ body was, to relate the aafwec thef 
had rcceivtd^ and how the king waa f etertied . to 
Ae Tower.; They all then cried oul!, .' Lrt ut 
tatfch kftantly to lAmdon/ They imiBedblclp 
fetoff^ and, in theh' road thither, ihey defbrogrd^ 
die fabuiei of lawyers,, courders and ixiQnilileries. 
Advancing imo die inbttrbs of London, whtch; 
wesd: v^ery handfome and eztenfive, diey: pulkd 
down maay fine houles : in partkiilar^ thcf de<% 
^oliihed the prifim of the king called the Macfbaii 
%a, and Ski at liberty all ihofe confined wiAin k: 
They did mndi damage to the fubtirbs,^^ and iliciii 
tadbi ^ Londoners at the entrance of the-bridge 
iat inviBg fbut the gates of it, laying, they woaidf 
ftt:fise 10 die foburbs, take die city by ftorm^ andl 
H&er^di bum and 4eSroy it# .. uJ 
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With refpe£t to the common people of Ixm^aOp 
numbers were of their oiMnionSy and^ on aflemblij^ 
together^ faid>— -^ Why will you refufe admittaiic^ 
to thefe honeft men ? They are our friends, and 
what they are doing is for our good/ It waj^ tbefi 
found neceflary to open the gates, when crowds 
ruflied in, and ran to thofe ihops which fe^ed 
MoM ftored with provifion : if they fought for me^ 
or drink, it was placed before them, and i^othing 
refufed, but all manner of good ch«^ QSppif^ 
in hopes of appealing them. 

Their leaders, John Ball, Jack Straw $md Wat 
Tyler, then marched through London, attended 
by more than twenty thoufand men^ /ta4^e:palapc 
1^ the Savoy^ which is a handibmf balding ;<>fi the 
toad to Weftminfter, filuated on thf ba^k«t,^f the 
Thames, ' belonging to the duke of JU^jUler: 
they immediately killed the portersi pv^^fduUQ 
the houfe and fet it on fire* Not content wjtfa 
committing this outrage, they went to t^ hqiffp 
of liie loiightS'hofpioUers of Rh€)dfs, dedic^tfd to 
St. John of Mount Carmel, wljiph they jbHirnt, ^Or 
gether with their bbfpital s^xid cln^ichf They 
afterwards paraded the -ftreets^r^ j^ Jdlled every 
Fleming they could find, whether p^ houlef church 
or hofjHtal :- not one efcaped deat^ Tb#y brokf 
open feveral houfes of the Lombfir4v;t9lMng wh^ 
ever moa^. they could lay thei^. han^^ i^, noaf 
faring ^ appofe them. They fiuidefi^^ ijiqk 
^uticten cklfeed Richard Lyon, to whpiai Wftt i^yler 
liad beeir i^pnnerly fervant in France ; bu^.hfi^^i4^ 
99ce beateh 4|iis variety ha bad n<H &r|^tm:iife 
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«nd^ having carried his men to his houfe, ordered 
his head to be cut off^ placed upon a pike^ and 
carried through the ftreets of London. Thus did 
thefe wicked people a£t like madmen ; and, on 
this Thurfday, they did much mifchief to the city 
of London. 

Towards evening, they fixed their quarters in a 
Iquare called St. Catherines, before the Towe>^ 
declaring they would not depart thence undl they 
Ihould obtain from the king every thing they 
wanted, and have all their defires fattsfied; and 
the chancellor of England made to account with 
them, and ihew how the great fums which ha^ 
been raifed were expended ; menacing, that if he 
did not render fuch an account as was agreeable 
to them, it would be the worfe for him. 

Confidering the various ills they had done to 
foreigners, they lodged themfelves before . the 
Tower. You may eafily fuppofe what a miferable 
fituadon the kmg was in, and^thofe with him ; for 
:at dmes thefe rebellious fellows hooted as loud as 
if the devils were in them. 

About evening, a council was held in the pre- 
fence of the king, the barons who were jn the 
Tower with him, fir William Walworth the mayor, 
and fome of the principal citizens, when it was 
|>ropofed to arm themfelves, and during the night 
to fall upon thefe wretches, who were in die ftreets 
axiS amounted to fixty thoufand, while they vrexk 
afleep and drunk, for then they might be killed 
like flies, and not one in twenty among dicm had 
arms. The citizens were very capable of doing 
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this, for they had fecretly recdved into thdr houTeS 
their friends and fervants, properly prepared to 

aa. 

Sir Robert Knolles remained in his boufe, guard* 
ing his property, with more than fix fcore conw 
panions completely armed, who would have in^ 
ftantly (allied forth. Sir Perducas d'Albreth was 
alfo in London at that period, and would have 
been of great ferrice; fo that they could have 
muftered upwards of eight thoufand men, weH 
armed. But nothing was done; for they were 
too much afraid tf the commonalty of London ; 
and the advifers of the king, the earl of^jSalifbiirf 
and others, faid to him, — ^ Sir, if you can appeafe 
them by fair words, it will be fo much the better, 
and good humouredly grant them what thfsy aik j 
for, (hould we begin what we cannot ge throng, 
we fhall never be able to recover it : it will be all 
over with us and our heirs, and England will be a 
defert.' 

This counfel was followed, and the mayor or> 
dered to make no movement. He obeyed, as m 
reafon he ought. In the city of London, with the 
mayor, there are twelve iheriffs*, of whom nine 
were for thi king and three for thefe wicked 
people, as it was afterwards difcovered, and for 
which they then paid dearly. 



* Twehe fier0$, Froiflart Is miAsLkea, su there ate oiil||r 
two. flifriffs and twenty-fix aldermen^ including the mayor^ 

l^lie aldermen were or^inally chofen for one year ^ but, m 
'I3S4» ^ ^^ ^"^^ ordained that they fhould not be removed with* 
^at ibmt fpecial caofe.*— ^Id«v*# Ht/i. of London, 
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• On Friday morning, thole lodged in the fquare be» 
lore St. Catherines, near the Tower, began to make 
themfelves ready: they ihouted much, and faid, that 
Jf the king would not come out to them, they would 
attack the Tower, (lorm it, and flay all in \U 
. The king was alarmed at thefe menaces, and 
fefolMed to fpeak with them; he therefore feat 
orders for them to retire to a handibme meadow at 
Mile-^nd, where, in the fiunm^ time, people go 
Itsa jamufe themfelves, and that there the king would 
^rant them their demands. Prodamation was 
in^e in the king's name for all thofii who wiihed 
iO'i^ak with him to go to the above-^mentioned 
l^lace, where he would not fail to meet them. 

The commonalty of the different villages began 
jto -jsastda thither ; but all did not go, nor bad 
.they the fame objects in view, for the greater part 
only wiflied for the riches and deftruftion of the 
J^obl^ i&^d the plunder of Londoiv This was the 
princ^)al caufe of their rebellion, as they very 
ueleafly ihewed ; for when (he gates of the Tower 
ilirere thrown open, and the king, attended by his 
•tupo brothers, the earls of Salifbury, of Warwidk, of 
JSuflfc^, fir Robert de Namur, the lords de Vertain 
jgnd de Gommegines, with feveral others^ had 
pafled through them, Wat Tyler, Jack Straw and 
John Ball, with upwards of four hundred, ruihed 
ift-by force, and, running from chamber to chamber, 
found the archbiihop of Canterbury, whofe name 
was Simon *, a valiant and wife man, and cban- 

. * {Billion de Sudbury. His name was Tibold \ but he took 
the name de Sudbury from the place of his birth* 

c<iUor 



cellor of Eaglzs^y who had but juft celebrated maft 
before the king : he was feized by thefe rafcab» 
and beheaded. The prior of Sl John's fuflfered 
the fame fate, and likewife a francifcan friar^ a 
dodor of phyfic, who was attached to the duke of 
Lancafter, out of fpite to his mafter, and aifo a 
j(erjeant at arms of the name of John Laige*. Tbef 
fixed thefe four heads on kmg pikes^ and had them 
carried before them through the (treets of London: 
when they had fufficiently played with them» they 
placed them on London Bridge, as if they had beea 
traitors to their king and country. 

Thefe fcoundrels entered the apartment of the 
princefs, and cut her bed, which fo much terrified 
hef that, ihe fainted, and in this condition was ti|f 
her f^rvants and ladies carried to the river fide^ 
when fhe was put into, a covered boat, and coil* 
veyed to the houfe called Tlie Wardrobe t> whew 
(he continued that day and. night like to a wopaft 
half dead, until (he was comforted by the king her 
Ton, as you /hall prefently hear^ 

* Laige* Leg. — Hollikqsbso. 

f The King's Wardrobe was at this time in Carter-hiie, 
Barnard's Cadle-wardi. For further partlcofart^ £^ Stowe'*s 
bill, of London. 
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CHAP. LX. 

THE KOBLES OP ENGLAND ARE IN GREAT DANGER 
OF BEING DESTROYED. — THREE OF THE PRIN- 
CIPAL LEADERS OF THE REBELS ARE PUNISHED, 
AND THE REST SENT BACK TO THEIR HOMES. 

TI^HEN the king was on his way to the place 
called Mile-end, without London, his two 
brodiers, the earl of Kent and fir John Holland, 
mik off and galloped from his company, a$ did 
aHb the lord de Gommegines, not daring to fhew 
thetnfelves to the populace at Mile-end for fear of 
ifeeir lives. 

On the king's arrival, attended by the barons, 
he found upwards of fixty thoufand men affembled 
from different villages and counties of England : 
he inftantly advanced into the midft of them, fay« 
ing In a pleafant manner,-^^ My good people, I 
am your king and your lord: what is it yoii^ waat? 
and what do you wifli to fay to me ?' Thpfe who 
heard him anfwered, ^ We wifh thou wouldfl: make 
us free for ever, us, our heirs and our lands, andl 
that we ihould no longer he called flaves, nor held 
in bondage/ The king replied j • I gran^t you?^ 
wifli : now therefore return to your homes and, thQ 
places from whence you came, leaving behind tWQ 
er three men from each village, to whom I wlU 
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order letters to be given fealed with my feal, 
which they fhali carry back with every demand 
you have made fully granted : and, in order that 
you may be the more fatisfied, I will direft that 
ihy banners fhall be feni to every ftewardfliip, 
caftlewick and corporation/ 

Thefe words greatly appeafed the novices and 
well-meaning ones who were there, and knew not 
what they wanted, faying, — * It is well faid : we 
do not wifli for more.' The people were thug 
quieted, and began to return towards London. 

The king added a few words, which pleafed 
them much : ' You, my good people of Kent, {hall 
have one of my banners ; and you alfo of Efleic, 
Suffex, Bedford, Suffolk, Cambridge, Stafford and 
Lincoln, fhall each of you have one ; and I pardon 
you all for what you hitherto have done ; but you 
muft follow my banners, and now return home on 
the terms I have mentioned.* They unanimoufly 
replied, they would. 

Thus did this great affembly break up, and fet 
out for London. 

The king inftantly employed upwards of thirty 
fecretaries, who drew up the letters as faft as they 
could ; and, having fealed and delivered them to 
thefe people, they departed, and returned to their 
own counties. 

The principal mifchief remained behind : I 
mean, Wat Tyler, Jack Straw and John Ball, who 
declared, that though the people were fatisfied, they 
would not thus depart } and they had more than 
thirty thoufand who were of their mind. They 
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continued in the city, without any wifh to have 
their letters, or the king's feal ; but did all they 
could to throw the town into fuch confuiion that 
the lords and rich citizens might be murdered} and 
their houfes pillaged and deftroyed. The Lon- 
doners fufpeded this, and keptthemfelvesat home, 
with their friends and fervants, well armed and pre- 
pared, every one according to his abilities. 

When the people had been appeafed at Mile-end 
Green, and were fetting off for their different 
towns as fpeedily as they could receive the king's 
letters, king Richard went to the wardrobe, where 
the princefs was in the greateft fear : he comforted 
her, as he was very able to do, and paffed there the 
night. 

I mud relate an adventure which happened to 
tbefe clowns before Norwich, and to their leader, 
called William Lifter, who was from the county of 
Stafford. 

On the fame day, thefe wicked people burnt the 
palace of the Savoy, the church and houfe of St. 
John, the hofpital of the Templars, pulled down the 
prifon of Newgate and fet at liberty all the prifoners. 
There were collefted numerous bodies from Lin- 
colnfliire, Norfolk and Suffolk, who proceeded on 
their march towards London, according to the or- 
ders they had received, under the diredUon of 
Lifter. 

In their road, tlley ftopped near Norwich, and 
forced every one to join them, fo that none of the 
commonalty remained behind. The reafon why 
they ftopped near Norwich was, that the governor 
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of the town was a knight called fir Robert Salle : 
he was not by birth a gentleman, but, having ac- 
quired great renown for his ability and courage^ 
king Edward had created him a knight : he wa& 
the handfomeft and ftrongeft man in England, 
Lifter and his companions took it into their heads 
they would make this knight their commander, 
and carry him with them, in order to be the more 
feared. 

They feht orders to him to come out into the 
fields to fpeak with them, or they would attack and 
burn the city. The knight, confidering it wis 
much better for him to go. to them than that they 
fhould commit fach outrages, mounted his horfe, 
and went out of ihe town alone, to hear what they 
had to fay. When they perceived ' him coming, 
they fliewed him every mark of refpeft, and court- 
eoufiy entreated him to difmount and talk with 
them. He did difmount, and committed a great 
folly J for, when he had fo done, having furrounded 
him, they at firft converfed in a friendly way, faying, 
"— ' Robert, you are a knight, and a man of great 
weight in this country, renowned for your valour ; 
yet, notwithftanding all this, we know who you are; 
you are not a gentleman, but the fon of a poor 
mafon, juft fuch as ourfelves. Do you come with 
us, as our commander, and we will make fo great 
a lord of you that one quarter of England ihaU be 
under your command/ 

The knight, on hearing them thus fpeak, was 
exceedingly angry j he would never have confented 
to fuch a propofal; and, eyeing them wit^ inflamed 
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looks, "ianlWcrcd, — * Begcme, wicked fcoundrels 
and falfe traitors as you arc : would you have me 
defert my natural lord for fuch blackguards as you? 
would you hav^ me diflionour myfelf ? I had much 
rather you were all hanged, for that muft be your 
tod/ On faying this, he attempted to mount hi» 
horfe; but, his foot flipping from the fl:irrup, his 
Irorfe took fright. They then fhouted out, and 
cried, * Put him to death/ When he heard this, 
he let his Korfe go ; ' and, drawing a handfome 
Bourdeaux fword, he began to Ikirmilh, and foon 
cleared the crowd from about him, that it was a 
pleafure to fee. Some attempted to clofe with him; 
but, with each ftroke he gave, he cut oflf heads, 
arms, feet or legs. There were none fo bold but 
were afraid; and fir Robert performed that day 
marvellous feats of arms. Thefe wretches were 
upwards of forty thoufand : they fliot and fiung at 
Rim fuch things, that had he been clothed in fteel 
kiftead of being unarmed, he muft have been over- 
powered : however, he killed twelve of them, bc-» 
fides many whom he wounded. At laft, he was 
Overthrown, when they cut off his legs and arms, 
and rent his body in piecemeal. 

Thus ended fir Robert Salle, which was a great 
pity ; and, when the knights and fquires in.England 
heard of it, they were much enraged. 

On the Saturday morning, the king left the 
wardrobe, and went to Weftminfter, where he and 
all the lords heard mafs in the abbey. In this 
church, there is a ftatue of our lady in a fmall cha- 
pel, that has many virtues and performs great mi- 
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racle«, in which the kings of England have mucU 
faith. The king, having paid his devotions and 
made his offerings to this fhrine, mounted his horfe 
about nine o'clock, as did the barons who were with 
him. They rode along the caufeway to return to 
London ; but, when they had gone a little way, he 
turned to a road on the left to go from London* 

This day, all the rabble were again aflembled, 
under the condudk of Wat Tyler, Jack Straw and 
John Ball, to parley at a place called Smithfield, 
where, every Friday, the horfe-market is kept. 
They amounted to upwards of twenty thoufand, all 
of the fame fort. Many more were in the city, 
breakfafting and drinking Rheniih and Malmfey 
Madeira wines, in taverns and at the houfes of the 
Lombards, without paying for any thing ; and 
happy was he who could give them good cheer. 

Thofe who were colledled in Smithfield had the 
king's banners, which had been given to them the 
preceding evening ; and thefe reprobates wanted to 
pillage the city this fame day, their leaders faying, 
* that hitherto they had done nothing. The par- 
dons which the king has granted will not be of 
much ufe to us : but, if we be of the fame mind, 
we fiiall pillage this large, rich and powerful town 
of London before thofe from Effex, Suffolk, Cam- 
bridge, Bedford, Warwick, Reading, Lancafliire, 
Arundel, Guildford, Coventry, Lynne, Lincoln, 
York and Durham fliall arrive; for they are oh the 
road, and we know for certain that Vaquier* and 

* Valq\jier,-r-probably Walker. 
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Liftei* Will conduct them hither. If we now j>Iiirt-« 
der the city of the wealth that is in it, we fhall have 
been beforehand, and fhall not repent of fo doing i 
but, if we wait for their arrival, they will wreft it 
from us/ To this opinion all had agreed, when 
the king appeared in fight, attended by fixty horfe. 
He was not thinking of them, but intended to have 
continued his ride without coming into London : 
however, when he came before the abbey of St. 
Bartholomew, which is in Smithfield, and faw the 
crowd of people, he (lopped, and faid he would not 
proceed until he knew what they wanted j and, if 
they were troubled, he would appeafe them« 

The lords who accompanied him (lopped alfo^ as 
was but right, iince the king had flopped } when 
Wat Tyler^ feeing the king^ faid to his men, * Here 
is the king: I will go and fpeak with him : do not 
you ftir from hence until I give you a fignal.* He 
made a motion with his hand, and added, ^ When 
you fhall fee me make this fign, then flep forward, 
and kill every one except the king ; but hurt him 
not, for he is young, and we can do what we pleafe 
with him ; for, by carrying him with us through 
England, we fhall be lords of it without any oppo- 
fition/ 

There was a doublet-maker of London, called 
John Tide, who had brought fixty doublets with 
which fome of the clowns had drefled themfelves 5 
and, on his afking who was to pay, for he muft 
have for them thirty good marcs, Tyler replied,-— 
^ Make thyfelf eafy, man : thou fhalt be well paid 
this day : bok to me for it : thou hafl fufficient fe« 
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curity for them/ On faying this, he fpurred the 
horfe on ^¥hich he rode, and, leaving his men, 
galloped up to the king, and came fo near that his 
horfe's head touched the crupper of that of the 
king. The firft words he faid, when he addreffed 
the king, were, * King, doft thou fee all thofe men 
there ?* * Yes,' replied the king : * why doft thou 
alk ?' * Becaufe they are all under my command, 
and have fwom by their faith and loyalty to do 
whatever I fhall order/ ^ Very well,* faid the king : 

* I have no objedions to it/ Tyler, who was only 
defirous of a riot, anfwered, ' And thinkeft thou, 
king, that thofe people and as many more who are 
in the city, alfo under my command, ought to de- 
part without having had thy letters ? Oh no, w6 
will carry them with us/ * Why,' replied the 
king, * fo it has been ordered, and they will be de- 
livered out one after the other ; but, friend, return 
to thy companions, and tell them to depart from 
London : be peaceable and careful of yourfelves, 
for it is our determination that you fhall all of you 
have your letters by villages and towns, as it had 
been agreed on/ 

As the king finifhed fpeaking, Wat Tyler, cafting 
his eyes around him, fpied a fquire attached to the 
king's perfon bearing his fword. Tyler mortally 
hated this fquire ; formerly they had had words to- 
gether, when the fquire ill-treated him. * What, 
art thou there ?* cried Tyler : * give me thy dag- 
ger/ ' I will not,* faid the fquire : * why fhould T 
give it thee?* The king, turning to him, faid, 

* Give it him, give it him ;* which he did, though 
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much againft his will. When Tyler took it, he 
began to play with it and turn it about in his hjind, 
and, again addreffing the fquire, faid, ^ Give me 
that fword.' * I will not,' replied the fquire ; • for 
it is the king's fword, and thou art not worthy to 
bear it, who art but a mechanick; and, if only 
thou and 1 were together| thou would ft not have 
dared to fay what thou haft for as large a heap of 
gold as this church.' ' ' By my troth,' anfwered 
Tyler, ^ I will not eat this day before I have thy 
head.* 

At thefe words, the mayor of London, with 
about twelve more, rode forward, armed under 
their robes, and, pufliing through the crowd, faw 
Tyler's manner of behaving : upon which, he faid, 
* Scoundrel, how dare you thus behave in the J>re- 
fence of the king, and utter fuch words ? It is too 
impudent for fuch as thou.' The king then began 
to be enraged, and faid to the ijfiayor, * Lay hand» 
on him.' 

Whilft the king was giving this order, Tyler had 
ftddreffed the mayor, faying, ' Hey, in God's name, 
what I have faid, does it concern' thee ? what doft 
thou mean ?' * Truly,' replied the mayor, who 
found fiimfelf fupported by the king, * does it be- 
come fuch a flinking rafcal as thou art to ufe fuch 
fpeech in the prefence of the king, my natural lord? 
I will not live a day, if thou pay not for it.' Upon 
this, he drew a kind of fcymitar he wore, and ftruck 
Tyler fuch a blow on the head as felled him to his 
horfe's feet. When he, was down, he was fur- 
rounded on all fides, fo that his men could not fee 

him ; 
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him; and one of' the king's fquires, called John 
Standwich*, immediately leaped from his horfe^ 
and, drawing a handfome fword which he bore, 
thruft it into his belly, and thus killed him. 

His men, advancing, faw their leader dead, when 
they cried out,—' They have killed our captain : 
let us march to them^ and flay the whole.* Oa 
thefe words, they drew up in a fort of battle-array, 
each man having his bent bow before him. 

The king certainly hazarded much by this aftion, 
but it turned out fortunate ; for, when Tyler was 
on the ground, he left his attendants, ordering not 
one to follow him. He rode up to thefe rebellious 
fellows, who were advancing to revenge their 
leader's death, and faid to them, — * Gentlemen, 
what are you about ? you fhall have no other cap- 
tain but me : I am your king : remain peaceable.' 
When the greater part of them heaxd thefe words, 
they were quite afliamed, and thofe inclined to 
peace began to flip away. The riotous ones kept 
,thcir ground, and fliewed fymptoms of mifchief, 
and as if thay were refolved to do fomething. 

The king returned to his lords, and aflced them 
what fliould next be done. He was advifed to 
make for the fields ; for the mayor faid, * that to 
retreat or fly would*be of no avail; It is proper we 
fliould aft thus, for I. reckon that we fliall very foon 
receive afliftance from London, that is, from our 
good friends who are prepared and armed, with all 
their fervants, in their houfes.' 

* Standwich. Lord Btrnere calli hkii Sandwich 5 Stow, Ca- 
tendiih: 

While 
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White things remained in this ftate, feveral ran 
to Lon<k>n, and cried out, — * They are killing the 
Img 1 they are killing the king and our mayor/ 
Upon this alarm, every man of the king*s party 
£kllkd out towards Smithfield,^ and to the fields 
whither the king had retreated ; and there were 
iaftantly collected from foAren to eight thoufaiui 
WDCEL in zrjjis. 

Among the firft, came fir Robert KnoUes and 
,fc Pterd«€as d*Albreth, well attended* j and fe- 
Teral of the aldermen, with upwards of fix hundred 
men at arm^, and a powerful man of the city called 
Kicholas Bramber, the king's> draper, bringing 
wutt him a large force, who, as they came up^ 
laxiged tbemfeLves in order, on foot, on each fide 
fd hkn^ The rebels were drawn up oppofite them^ : 
tfbey bad the king's banners, and fhewed as if they 
intended to maintain their ground by offering 
cosnbat.^ 

The kmg created three knights; fir 'VWtliam 
Walworth mayor of London, fir John Standwich 
aoid fir Nicholas Bramber* The lords began to 



* In one of ra»y MSS. there is tbe follovtring addition : 

* Sif Robert de Namur> (ir Robert KnolUs and fir Perducas 
•TAlbreth were very angry that thefe wicked people fo eafily 
«&aped^ for they had put the town into great alarm for three 
&ys». Sir Henry de Sauifelleff^ a young knfght from Hainault 
w^ had- accompanied (ir Robert de Namur^ aiked why feme 
lerengjs was not had for having kept the town in fuch alarna^ 
Sir Robert^ upon this^ afked him if he had lieen frightened : 
* Yes^ bgf Godj, was I, very much 5 why fhould I conceal it ^ 
And was not you P*^ ' No^ by my troths I was not ^ but> if the 

^ Idng had not been here with uSj^ we ihould havd run gre^ riik/ 

converfe 
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tonvetre among themfelves, faying, * What Ihall 
yjvt do ? We fee our enemies, who would willingly 
have murdered us if they had gained the upper 
hand/ Sir Robert KnoUes advifed immediately 
to fall on them, ^d flay them ; but the king would 
not confent, laying, — * I will not have you aft thus:: 
you fhall go and demand from them my i>anners; 
we fhall fee how they will behave when you ma^ 
this demand ; for I will have them by fair or foul 
means/ ^ It is a good thought/ replied the earl aof 
Salifbury. 

The new knights were therefore fent, who, tm 
approaching, made figns for them not to fhoot, as 
they wifhed to fpeak with them. When they had 
come near enough to be heard, they faid, — ^* Now 
attend : the king orders you to fefnd back his bazi- 
ners, and we hope he will have mercy on you/ 

The banners were diredly given up, and brought 
to the king. It was then ordered, under pain cf 
death, that all thofe who had obtained the king*^ 
letters fhould deliver them up. Some did fo; but 
not all. llie king, on receiving them, had thera 
torn in their prefence. You muft know, that from 
the inftant when the king's banners were furren- 
dered, thefe fellows kept no order ; but the greater 
part, throwing their bows to the ground, took to 
their heels and returned to London. 

Sir Robert KnoUes was in a violent rage that they 
"Were not attacked, and the whole of them flain ; 
but the king would not confent to it, fay|ing, I^ 
would have ample revenge on them, which in truth 
be afterwards had. 

Thus 
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Thus did thefe; people difperfci and run away on 
all fides* The king, the lords and the, army re- 
turned in good array to London, to their great joy. 
The king immediately took the road to the ward- 
robe, to vifit the princefs his mother, who had re- 
mained there two days and two nights under the 
grated fears, as indeed fhe had caufe. On feeing 
thfe king her fon, fhe was mightily rejoiced^ and 
Xiid,'^^ Ha, ha, fair fon, what pain and anguifh 
have I not fuffered for you this day !' 

'Certainly, Madam,* replied the king, 'I am 
well aflfured of that ; but now rejoice and thank 
God, for it behoves us to praife'him, as I have this 
day regained my inheritance, and the kingdom of 
England, which I had loft/ 

The king remained the whole day with his mo- 
ther. The lords retired to th^ir own houfes, A 
proclamation was made through all the ftreets, 
that every perfon who was not an inhabitant of 
London, and who had not refided there for a whole 
year, fliould inftantly depart; for that, if there 
were any found of a contrary defcription on Sun- 
day morning at fun-rife, they would be ajrefted as^ 
traitors to the king, and have their heads cut off. 

After this proclamation had been heard, no one 
dared to infringe it ; but all departed inftantly to 
their . homes, quite difcomfited. John Ball and 
Jack Straw were found hidden in an old ruin, 
thinking to fteal away ; but this they qould not do, 
fiDr they were betrayed by their own men. The 
king and the lords ^ere wdl pkafed with th^ir 
feizure: their heads were cut iq|F, as was that of 

Tyler, 
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Tyler, and fixed on London Bridge, in the place 
of thofe gallant men whom they beheaded on the 
Thurfday*. The news of this was fent through 
the neighbouring counties, that thofe might hear of 
it who were on their way to London, according to 
the orders thefe rebels had fent to them : upon 
which, they ihftantly returned to their homes, with- 
out daring to advance further. 



* From the forementioned MS. 

' This fame week was James Lil^er taken, who had murdered 
(ir Robert Salle. He and twelve others were executed with him. 
Thus were theie traitors puniihed. There are feme who fay, 
thtl John Ball and his accomplices were flri^tly exaimuied be- 
fore they were put to death > and then owned that perfons of the 
higheft rank and power had incited them to a<5l as they had 
done. The king kept this confef&on fecret in his own mind^ 
and returned than'ks to God for his happy iffue out of this dan- 
ger. Very many were afloniihed that the duke of Lancafter; 
during all this rebellioR, renuiined out of the kingdom, fetUing 
general matters ob the borders of l^cotland. 

* The king fent orders to the earl of Northumberland, that i£ 
the duke of Lancafler (hould attempt to enter any fortified town 
or caille, the gates (hould be-ihut againil him. The king made 
the faid earl his lieutenant of all the borders towards Scotland. 
ManjT noblemen and others were furprlfed at this, for it would 
feem as if the king fufpe^ted the duke of being implicated 
with the rebels. But it was admitted, on all fides, that he was 
inculpated without any grounds 5 for the firft thing the rebels 
did, on entering London, was to march to the palace of the 
S«vOy, and totally dedroy and burn it. Now this did not (hew 
^hat he was friendly to their caufe. They alfo put to death fie« 
veral who were attached to him.' 
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CHAP. LXI. 



$. TRTTCE between the ENGLISH AND SCOTS.— 
THE DUKE OF LANCASTER REMAINS IN SCOT- 
LAND DURING THE REBELLION IN ENGLAND. 



"W^E Will now fpcak of the truce which the duke 
of Lancafter^ who had remained on the bor* 
ders of Scotland during the time of this rebellion 
m England, was negotiating with the earl of Douglas 
and other barons on the part of Scotland. The 
Scots were as well informed as the duke of the 
fituation of England, though he did not take any 
notice of it to them, but went on with the treatv 
as if England were in perfeA peace. 

The bufinefs was fo ably condu£{ed by the com- 
miflioners on each fide that a truce was made, for 
three years, between the two kingdoms. 

When this treaty was concluded, the lords of the 
two countries vifited each other with much refpeft. 
The earl of Douglas faid to the duke of Lancafter, 
— * My lord, we were well informed of the rebellion 
of the populace in England, and what peril the 
kingdom was in from that event : we therefore look 
on you as a valiant and prudent man, for having fo 
frankly continued jour negotiations without ever 
taking the lead notice of it ; and we offer you, 
ihould you think them neceffary, five or fix bun* 

dred 
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dred fpears, which you will find ready and at your 
fervice/ 

* By my faith/ replied the duke, ' fair gentlemen, 
I thank you much for your gallant offer, which I 
do not refufe ; but I imagine his majefty muft have 
been fo advifed that all will turn out welL How- 
ever, I wifh to have paffports from you, for myfdf 
and people, to go to your country, and refide there, 
fhould there be occafion, undl all thefe troubles be 
appeafed/ 

The earls of Douglas and Moray, who had full 
powers from the king, immediately complied with 
his requeft. They then took their leave, and each 
party feparated : the Scots returned to Edinburgh, 
and the duke, with bis attendants, to Berwick, 
thinking to enter the town, where he had left all 
his baggage ; but fir Matthew Redmayne, the go- 
vernor, refufed him entrance, and clofed the gates 
againft hirii. He told him he aded by orders from 
the earl of Northumberland, at that time lord war- 
den of the county of Northumberland and of all 
thofe parts, who had forbidden him to open the 
gates, and that he could do no otherwife. 

The ^uke was much vexed on hearing thefe 
words, and thus anfwered ; * How, Matthew Red- 
mayne, is the/e any one in Northumberland greater 
than I ? Who has thus denied my entrance where 
I have left my baggage ? from whence come fuch 
orders ?' * By my faith, my lord, my orders are 
from the king, and what I do is very much againft 
my will ; but do it I muft ; and I entreat of you, 
ibr God's fake, to excufe me, for I am ftridly en- 
joined. 
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• . - . . . . 

joined, on my honour and life, not to fuffer yoti^ 
or any of your people, to enter this town.' 

You may fuppofe the duke of Lancafter was 
much aftoniflied and enraged at thefe orders ; not 
fo much with the kinght, but with thofe who had 
given them ; for when he had been labouring for 
the good of England, they were fo fufpicious of him 
that they had refufed him admittance into the firft 
town of England, on his return from Scotland. He 
fuppofed that great fault had been found with him : 
however, he did not open his thoughts or inten- 
tions further, and no longer preffed the knight. He 
law no fuccefs could come from it, for the knight 
would never have adted as he had done if he had 
not had exprefs commands : he therefore changed 
the fubjeft of converfation, and afked fir Matthew 
if he had heard any news from England. He an- 
fwered, — * None, except that the country was in 
confufion, and that the king had written to the 
principal towns, barons and knights of this country 
to be ready to come to him the moment he fliould 
fend for them, ftriftly forbidding, under pain of 
lofmg their heads, all governors and captains of 
towns and caftles in Northumberland to fuffer any 
one whatever to enter their places ; and be affured 
they will punftually obey. But, with regard to- 
the common people who are in rebellion about 
London, I know nothing I can depend on to relate 
to you, except that the officers in Suffolk, Lincoln^ 
Cambridge, Stafford, Bedford and Norfolk have 
fent information that the commonalty under their 
command, are very eager affairs Ihould turn out iUj 

and 
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stntl that there fliould be confufion m the kingdom.* 
* And in our counties,' faid the duke, * of Derby 
and Leicefter, there is not any commotion ?* * My 
lord,* replied the knight, * I have not heard they 
have behaved fo outrageoufly as thofe of Lincoln 
and others.' 

The duke, having mufed a little, took leave of 
the knight, and returned by the road he had come 
to Roxburgh Caftle, where he was gladly received 
by the governor, whom he had placed there. The 
dpke now weighed all matters, not knowing how 
gi ffairs were going on in England, nor by whom he 
was beloved or hated, and whether he (hould fig- 
nify his fituation to the barons of Scotland, and 
entreat of them to fend him an efcort of men at 
arms, according to the paffport they had given. 
He followed this laft plan, and fent to the earl of ' 
Douglas at Dalkeith. The earl was greatly rejoiced 
at receiving the duke's letter, and much feafted the 
ineflenger. He inftantly informed the earl of 
Moray^and his brother the earl ofMar, of the bu* 
fmefs, and direfted that vsrithout fail chey and theif 
men fhould be ready and mounted within three 
' days at Lambir-law. Thefe lords,'on receiving this 
intimation^ fummoned their people and nearefl: 
friends, and came to Lambir-law, where they found 
the carl of Douglas. They then rode on together^ 
Amounting^ in the whole, to full five hundred fpears j 
to the abbey of Melrofe, nine fmall leagues from 
Roxburgh* The barons of Scotland met the duke of 
Xancafter on dieir road, when they embraced each 
>;)ther, and Ihewed every token of being glad at 
' Vol, V# B b meeting. 
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meeting. They continued their journey to Edi0« 
burgh in company, converfing all the way. This- 
was the capital of the kingdom, and where uftaally 
the king refided : it has a ftrong cafUe and fair har- 
bour ; but the king was at that time abfent, being 
m the Highlands on a hunting party. 

To pay greater honour to the duke of Lancafter, 
the earl of Douglas and the fcots barons delivered 
up to him the caftle of Edinburgh, for which he 
was very thankful ; and he refided there until he 
had received intelligence from Epgland, which^ 
however, was not fo foon as he wiflied. ^ 

Now fee how evil-minded perfons and deceivers 
take on them to prate without any knowledge of 
fads. It was commonly reported through Eng- 
land, during the time of the rebellion, tiiat the 
duke of Lancafter had become a traitor to his lord 
and king, and had turned to the fcotjs party. But 
this was foon known to be contrary to the truth : 
however, thefe wicked people, in order to ftir up 
the commonalty, and to create confufion in the 
realm, had fpread abroad fuch reports, which were 
acknowledged at their executions, by Wat Tyler, 
Jack Straw, John Bali, Walker and Lifter, who 
had been the chief leaders of the rebels in England, 
and who had intended to have had five pa.rts of the 
kingdom under their command. They had a par- 
ticular hatred to the duke of Lancafter, as they 
fliewed on their entrance into London ; for they 
inftantly went and burnt the fine palace of the 
Savoy, not leaving an utenfil nor beam., unburnt. 
In addidon to this, they had publi&ed all QV9: 

England 
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]l^ugland that he had turned to the fide 6f Scot-* 
land ; for which, in feveral parts, they had reverfed 
his arms, as if he had been a traitor. This was fo 
feverely puniflied that thofe who had done fuch 
things loft their heads. 

We will now relate what vengeatice the king of 
England took on his rebellious fubjefts, during the 
time the duke of Lancafler was in Scotland* 
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CHAP. LXiL 

klNG RICHARD JOURNEYS THROUGH ENGLAND FROAt 
TOWJJ TO TOWN, 1>UNISHING THOSE WHO HAD 
BEEN PRINCIPALS OR ACTIVE IN THE LATE 
KEBELLlONi — THE DUKE OF LANCASTER RE- 
TURNS FROM SCOTLAND TO ENGLAND* 

A FTER the executions of Tyler, Jack Straw, 
John Ball, William Lifter, Walker and feyeral 
others at London, the people being appeafed, the 
king refolved to vifit his bailiwicks, <:aftlewicks and 
ftewardfhips, in order to punifh the wicked and to 
recover the letters of pardon which had been forced 
from him, as well as to place the realm in its proper 
iituation. 

The king iffued a fecret fummons for a certain 
iiumber of men at arms to affemble at a fixed place, 
on a particular day, which was . done. They 
amounted to five hundred fpears and as many ar- 

B b 2 chers. 
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chcrs. When they were thus aflembled, the kingf 
fet out from London, attended only by his houfe- 
bold, and took the road to Kent, for in that quarter 
the rebellion had firft broken out. 

Thefe men at arms followed the king, but did 
tkot accompany him. The k,ing entered the county 
of Kent, and came to a village called Comprinke *, 
when he had the mayor and all the men of the vil* 
lage called before him. On their being aflembled 
in an open fpace, the king ordered one of his 
council to remonftrate with them, how much they 
had ^rred againfl: him, and that they had nearly- 
thrown England into defolation and ruin ; and be- 
caufe this mifchief muft have had fome advifers 
who had encouraged them in their wickednefs, and 
it muft be fuppofed that all were not equally 
guilty, it was better that the ringleaders fliould 
fuffer than the whole : his majefty demanded that 
thofe fhoujd b^ pointed out who had been fo cul- 
pable, under pain of incurring his indignation for 
ever, and being tonfidered as traitors. 

When thofe prefent heard this harangue, and 
faw that the innocent might efcape by pointing out 
the guilty, they looked at each other, and then faid ; 
• My lord, here is one by whom this town was firft 
put into confufion and excited to rife/ H6* wad> ^^ 
immediately feized, and hanged; as w^e feven 
others. The letters patent which had been granted 
were demanded back : when they were given up. 



^-dm 



♦ Comprinke. It Is fo in lord Berners^ Q. if not Oipringe. 
See additions at the end of this chaptef, 

the 
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the king's officers tore them in pieces before their 
eyes, and caft them away, and then faid, — f We 
command all ye who are here affembled, in the 
king's name, and under pain of death, to depart, 
every one. peaceably to his own home ; and that 
you never rebel more againft the king, nor againft 
his minifters. By the punifhment which has been 
inflifted, your former evil deeds are pardoned/ 

The people cried out with one voice, * God blefs 
the king and his good council/ 

They afted in the fame manner at Propinke *, 
Canterbury, Sandwich, Germaniet? Conculle|, and 
in the different parts of England where the people 
had rebelled ; fo that upwards of fifteen hundred 
were beheaded or hanged. 

The king was advifed to fend for his uncle the 
duke of Lancafter, then in Scotland, as every thing 
was now quieted. He'fent thither a knight of his 
houfehold, called fir Nicholas Carnefelle. The 
knight fet off, and continued his journey until he 
came to Edinburgh, where he found the duke and 
his attendants, who wer^ very happy to fee him, 
and entertained him handfomely. He delivered his 
credential letters from the king; and the duke 
made preparations to obey them, as was right, for 
he was very defirous to return to England and to 
his eftates. 

On fetting out for Roxburgh, he took his leave 



* Propinke. Lprd Berners has the fame. Q. if not Ro» 
phefler. 
t G^rmani^. . Q, J ConcuUe. Q, 
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of the barons of Scotland, and thanked them for 
the honour and comfort they had given him, by 
maintaining him in their country the time he had 
wiflied to day there. The earls of Douglas and 
Moray, with all the fcottifh knights, efcorted him 
36 far as the abbey of Melrofe, but did not crofs the 
Tweed. 

The duke went to Roxburgh, from thence to 
Newcaftle on Tyne, then to Durham and York ; 
and, in all the towns and cities through which he 
paffed, the inhabitants were drawn up. to receive 
him. 

At this period, a gallant knight of England de-» 
parted this life, fir Guifcard d'Angle, earl of 
Huntingdon and tutor to the king. He was buried 
with great pomp in the church of the auguftine 
friars. His funeral was attended by the king, the 
princefs his mother^ his two brothers, and by great 
numbers of prelates, barons and ladies of England, 
In truth, the gallant knight was very defer ving of it, 
for he pofleffed all the virtues which a knight at 
that time ought to have : he was gay, loyal, galr 
lant, prudent, fecret, generous, bold, determined 
^nd enterprifmg. Thus died fir Guifcs^rd d'Angk^ 
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ADDITIQNS, 

t 

FROM A MS. IN THE HAFOD LIBRARYe 

Ti/^HEN thefe firft examples had been made oij. 
the leaders of the rebellion in London, St, 
Alban's, Norwich, Suffolk and Glocefter, the king 
/determined to vifit the whole of his kingdom, 
rwhich he had not done fmce his coronation, . Hi^ 
officers of juftice had colle^ed a body of evidence 
jefpefting the late rebellion frorn the copfeffions of 
thofe who had been beheaded* 

The king, when he fet out, took the road to- 
wards Canterbury, under pretesft of ^ pilgrimage 
to the flirine of St. Thomas of Becket : he was at- 
tended by the earls of Salifbury, Suffolk and Der 
vonfliire, and travelled in grand array. He remain- 
ed two days at Rpch^fter ; for fir John Newtoun, 
whom thefe wicked people had forced to be their 
captain, had, by the king's command, mad^e exad* 
refea^ches after the firft inftigators of this niiifchiet 
He had found out fome of the ipoft jculpable, who, 
without form of law, had their heads cut off and 
placed on the gates and bridge, and their quarters 
liung on the gibbet. The king departed from Ro- 
icheftel' and came to Ofpringe, where four werp 

ex^ci^ti^di 
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executed. He came thence to Canterbury; but 
why fhouli I make a long ftory of it? There wer? 
put to death, in the different towns and bailiwicks, 
upwards of five hundred rebels j fpf they were 
eager in accufing each other. 

During this progrcfe of the |dng, which he con- 
tinued far into his realm, feveral of the great bsirons, 
fuch as the earls of Warwick and Kent, fir John 
Holland, fir John Beauchamp, fpoke to the king 
land to the earl of Salifbury, in favour of the duke 
of Lancafter ; as did alfo the Londoners. The 
king readily confented that two knights (bould be 
fent to the duke, for him to return into England 
^nd to his prefence ; for that he would not liften to 
any complaints againft him or his other uncles^ 
The earl of Northumberland was commanded to go 
himfelf in fearch of him. ' 

The two knights journeyed on until they arrived 
at Newcaftle on Tyne, whefc they found the eatl 
of Northumberland. He had been informed of 
their coming, and received them handfomely. 
They produced their letters, when he took from the 
packet what was addrefTed to him; and, having 
read it through, was much pleafed with the qom- 
miffion to feek the duke of Lancafter j for he had 
heard the duke was very angry with him. He there- 
fore wrote letters of excufe ; and, when thefe twq 
barons met, peace was made between them. 

They returned together to England, and found 
the king arrived at his manor of Eltham, a feMir 
miles from London* At this time alfo, the earl 

' of 
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of Buckingham came back from Wales^ and went 
to Plefhy, where he refided as formerly* • Thie king 
and his uncles diifembled their fentiments of each 
other for fome time } but at lafl it broke out, as 
you will hear in the continuance of xhii hiftory. 



CHAP. LXin. 

THE DUKE OF LANCASTER CONCEIVES ANGER 
AGAINST THE EARL OF NORTHUMBERLAND^ 
FOR THE REFUSAL OF ADMITTANCE INTO 
BERWICK. 

"Y/t^HEN the duke of Lancafter was returned 
fr.om Scotland^ and had explained to the 
council the truce he had negotiated between the 
two kingdoms, he did not forget to mention how 
fir Matthew Redmayne^ governor of Berwick, 
(though he blamed not that knight) had fliut the 
gates of Berwick againft him, by orders irom the 
earl of Northumberland. It was fuch an a£t, he 
faid, as he could never forgive ; and thus fpoke of 
it, with the intent to fee if the king his nephew 
would own it. This the king did^ but it feemed to 
the duke as if it were faintly. Hie duke was ap« 
peafed for that time ; but he viraited for the feaft of 
our Lady at nud-Auguft, when the king was to 
hold a ibleom covin at Weftminfter, 

There 
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'- ■ There were at this court great numbers of the now 
bles and bSrons of England j the earls of Northum- 
berland and Nottingham, with many barons from 
the north. The king created, this day, the young* 
earl pf Pembroke, fir Robert Mowbray, fir Nichor 
las Twiford and fir Adam Fran9ois, knights. He 
did fo becaufe he intended, after the feaft, to march 
towards Reading,' Oxford, and through thofe part$ 
of the coruntry, to punifli the rebels in the fame 
manner as he h^d done in Kept and the othe? 
counties. 

During this feaft, and after the dinner, high^ 
\^ords paffed between the duke of Lancafter and 
the carl of Northumberland.. The duke faid,— • 
* Harry Percy, I did not think you were fo great a 
man in England, that you would dare to order any 
cities, towns or caities, to be ihut againft the duk<$ 
of Lancafter/ 

The earl refpedfuUy anfwered ; * My lord, I do 
not deny the knight*s aft at Berwick : but I was 
ordered by ftrid commands of, my lord the king, 
who fits there, on my honour and under pain of 
death, not to fuffer any one, lord or otherwife, . to 
enter the cities, towns or caftles of Northumber- 
land, if he were not an inhabitant of thofc places ; 
and the king, if he pleafe, or the lords of his coun- 
cil, may make my excufes ; for they well knew you 
were in Scotland, and you ought to have been ex-r 

• cepted out of thefe orders.^ 

^ ^ How, earl of Northumberland,* replied the duke, 
^ do you think it 3ya§ neceffary there ihould have been 
- .. a refervation 
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a refervation in regard to me ? who am uncle to the 
king, and who have my inheritance to guard, 
which, next to the king's, is the greateft, and who 
for the good of the realm have made this journey 
into Scotland ? Your anfwer does not excufe you 
from having much wronged my honour, in thus 
giving credit to the reports in circulation that I 
wiflied to commit treafon with the Scots, by 
fhutting againft me the king my lord's towns, and 
in particular that in which my provifion ?md ftorcs 
were. For which reafons I tell you, you have ill 
behaved ; and for the blame you have thus caft on 
me, and to clear myfelf in the prefence of my lord 
the king, I throw down my glove : take it up if 
you dare/ 

Upon this, the king ftepped forth and faid,— • 
* Fair uncle of Lancafter, whatever has been done 
I avow as my orders* Take up your glove, and 
recal your words. I muft excufe the earl of 
Northumberland; for ftridly, and on his life, 
jdid we order him to keep every town clofe (hut 
that was on the borders of Scotland : and know, 
that our kingdom was in fuch confufion and 
peril, when you were in thofe parts, that 'it 
could not fupport itfelf. It muft, therefore, have 
been through the fault of the fecretary, or the 
,negle£it of q\ir council j for, in truth, you ought 
to have been excepted. I therefore beg of you, 
^nd will, that you lay afide your ill humour : I 
take all on myfisif, and clear the earl of Northum- 
berland/ 

Jhe earls of Arundel, Salifbury, SuiSblk, Stafibtd 

and 
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andDevonihire, call themfelves on their knees to the 
duke, and faid, — ^ My lord, you hear how amicably 
the king fpeaks to you : you ought to condefcend to 
what he rcquefts.* The duke, who was much in- 
flamed, faid, ^ I will not fay more about it/ He was 
filent a ihort fpace, when, raifmg the barons, and 
thankingthem, hefaid} ^ Fair gentlemen, there is not 
one of you, if fuch an affront had happened to him, 
who would not have been as much angered as I 
am ; but, fince the king wifhes otherwife, it is but 
right tha^ I Ihould comply.' 

Peace was made between the duke of Lancafter 
and the earl of Northumberland by means of the 
king and the barons, who interceded for it. On 
the fecond day, the king began his journey, as 
before mentioned, attended by five hundred fpears 
and as many archers, through different counties, 
where be executed juftice on the ill-intentioned 
and on thofe who had rebelled againft him. 

We will now leave the king ^of England, and 
fpeak of -his uncle, the earl of Cambridge, and of 
his voyage to Portugal. 



CHAP. LXIV. 

THE EARt OF CAMBRlDaE AND HIS ARMY ARRIVE AT 

LISBON. , 

VOU have beforeheard howtheearl of Cambridge 

with five hundred men at arms and as many 

archers were lying in the harbour of Plymouth, 

waiting 
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wsuting for a wind to carry them to Portugal. At 
laft, a favourable wind came, wh6n they heaved 
their anchors, and the whole fleet made fail as 
ftraight as they could for Lilbon. 

They coafted, the two firft days, the (hores of 
England: on the third, they entered the fpanifh 
main, when they had a very fevere gale ; infomuch 
that the fleet was in great danger from the tempefl:, 
more efpecially thofe veflels in which the Gafcons 
were, fuch as fir John de Chateauneuf, the fouldich 
de TEftrade, the lord de la Barde, with about forty 
men at arms, knights and fquires, who were driven 
out of fight of the englifli fleet. 

The earl of Cambridge, fir William Beauchamp 
marlhal of the army, fir Matthew Coumay con- 
liable, and the canon de Roberfac, with others, 
cfcaped, through good 'fortune, the bad cfFefts of 
the ftorm, and, failing by the ftars, arrived in the 
harbour of Lifboa. News of this was inftantly 
carried to the king, who was daily expeding the 
Englifh : he immediately fent his knights and mi- 
niflers to welcome them, by whom they were moft 
refpeftfully received, and the earl of Cambridge, 
with the englifli and foreign knights, conduftcd to 
the king. 

The king advanced out of his palace to meet the 
earl, and received them all moft honourably one 
after the other : he led them to the palace, where 
wine and fpices were fet before them. John of 
Cambridge, the earl's fon, was with him, which 
much pleafed the king, who faid, * He Is my fon, 
and fliall have my daughter.' This was Tery 

proper. 
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proper, for they were of the fame age. l-firf 
children were much pleafed, ^nd converfed whb 
each other arm in arm. 

Whilft the king of Portugal and bis knighta 
paid every attention to the earl and his companions, 
and lodged them in the- town, the others, on dif-« 
embarking, were alfo well quartered } for the city 
of Lifbon is large, handfomely built, and well fur^ 
iiiflicd with every thing : the ftewards of the houfe- 
hold of the king had alfo been careful to provide 
it with all things neceffary againft the arrival of 
the Englifli. They found it, therefore, amply 
ftored; and the lords were comfortable and in high 
fpirits, though at times they were very uneafy 
about the lord de Chateauneuf, the fouldich de 
TEftrade and the lord de la Barde, and their men, 
whom they looked upon as loft, or that the tempeft. 
had driven them among the Moors in the king'- 
doms of Granada or Benmarine: if it fhould have 
fo happened, they might as well have perifhed at 
fea. All this gave them great concern, and they 
bitterly lamented them. 

In truth, they were to be pitied j for they fuf- 
fered fo much in the tempeft none ever endured 
the like and furvived it. They were driveR 
through the ftraits of the Moors, near to the 
kingdoms of Benmarine and Treme9en, and were 
in great danger of being taken by the Saracens ; 
fo that they confidered themfelves as dead men^ 
never expefting to land nor to get into any fafe 
harbour, and they were forty days in this extreme 
peril. . 

At 
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At laft, they had a wind which drove them back 
again into the fpanifh main, whether they would 
or not. When the wind became calm, they an* 
chored, and, by good fortune, fell in with two 
large fhips, going, as the crews faid, to Lifbon^ 
from Flanders, laden with merchandife and wines, 

Thefe knights tacked about, and, having hoifted 
their pennons, followed the lifbon fhips, who hav- 
ing only merchants on bo^rd, were not perfedly 
cafy on feeing this armed veffel approach, with the 
banners of St. George difplayed in various parts 
of it. However, when they came nearer, finding 
who they were, they rejoiced to fee them. Thefe 
merchants put the knights once more in great peril, 
and I will tell you how. 

The knights inquired if they could give them 
any intelligence ; and they, in anfwer, faid, that 
the king of Portugal and the Englifli were in Spain, 
and had befieged the king of Caftille. ,They were 
delighted with this news, and declared they would 
^o thither, as they were now near the fliores of 
iSeville, They then left the wune-rperchants, and 
ordered their mariners to make fail for Seville, as 
their friends were there at the fiege. They anfwered^ 
* In God's name, will we obey you j' and, having 
fleered for Seville, came very near the harbour. 
The failors, who were prudent and wiftied not to 
run their mafters into any danger, ordered a boy 
to climb the maft, and fee if there were any appear- 
ance of a fiege, either by land or water, before ' 
Seville. The boy, who had a good fight, anfwered 
he faw nothing like it. The failors then, addreffing 

their 
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their lords, faid,— ^^ Liften, fair gentlemen : you 
have had falfe information, for certainly there is 
not any (iege before Seville, either by land or 
water: had there been any appearance of it, the 
harbour would have fliewn it. We ♦have no oc- 
cafion to go thither, unlefs we wifli to be made 
prifoners ; for the king of Caftille is furely there, 
as it is a city in which he delights to dwell pre- 
ferably to. any other.* 

The failors were with difficulty believed : how- 
ever, they were fo at laft, when, quitting the coaft 
of Seville, they entered the fea of Portugal, and 
arrived in the port of Lifbon precifely at the very 
hour when their obfequies were performing in the 
church of St. Catherine at Lifbon. The barons 
and knights were all clothed in black, for they 
confidered them as having perifhed at fea. You 
may fuppofe the joy was great when they' learnt 
their fafe arrival, and that they had efcaped fhip* 
wreck. They enjoyed themfelves much together^ 
and the gafcon knights foon forgot their mis* 
fortunes. 

We will leave the affairs of Portugal, as no deeds 
of arms were done, and return to Flanders, and 
fay what happened there at this period. 
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